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N
ovember heralds the mourning of the year and this year
Remembrance Sunday falls on the 10th.  Our Remembrance service
at St James’s Church starts at 1030 hrs.  

It remains a sobering thought that since the end of World War II to the
present day, there has been only one year – 1968 – in which a British
Serviceman or woman has not been killed on active service.  Time passes
and memories fade but we should remember that we enjoy a lifestyle
envied by many beyond our shores; how different it could have been but
for the sacrifices of our countrymen and women in two World Wars and in
what we choose to call the years of peace that followed.  This is a time for
reflection, so wear your poppy with pride!  Our research into the war dead
of this Parish continues apace and progress is reported on these pages.

The end of October also brings sadness as we say good-bye to Rev Bob
Politt and his wife Rody.  Bob retires from his post as Rector of Sherfield-
on-Loddon for over 12 years and, for the past 3 years, Priest-in-Charge
overseeing Bramley as well.  On his visits to our church, Bob’s gentle and
friendly manner has won the hearts of local people.  He has certainly been
a tower of strength to John Lenton as Minister in Bramley, offering
wisdom, experience and good advice to John as well as spiritual counsel
and prayer on many occasions.  Bob and Rody leave with thanks and good
wishes from all of us in Bramley for a happy and fulfilling retirement as
they settle in the Cambridge area, near to their daughter and her family.

We are pleased to welcome Peter Hayes to our editorial team and for the
help that he has brought to the magazine.  We are sure there is still
budding talent out there, and we would like to hear from you.  We would
particularly like some help in deliveries/distribution of the magazine in the
Wallis Drive area.  Do please make contact if you feel that you can assist.

All enquiries concerning advertising should be sent to our 
e-mail address or directly to Joan Shadwell joan@kiyomizu.plus.com 

EditorialThe 
Bramley
Magazine
for Bramley and 
Little London
November 2013

Cover photo by Paul Moulton
http://paulmoulton.com/

Material for the
December/January issues to
be sent to the Editor as soon as
possible and no later than
Friday 15th November.

Basingstoke
Church of St Bede’s, Popley Way,RG24 9DX
Sunday Masses:  9.00am, 11.00 am and 6.30pm
Masses usually: Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday 9.30am
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX: 
Masses usually: Monday, Wednesday, Friday
9.30am
Phone 01256 465214 or email
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information
See http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk/ for more
details.
Tadley
St Michael’s, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG
Saturday Mass: 6.00pm
Sunday Mass: 9.30am
Parish priest: 0118 981 4572

Catholic Services

Family Service 
St James’s Church
10.30 am
Sunday 24th
November 

Christingle

06211_Bramley_Nov13.qxp:Bramley Parish Magazine  28/10/13  12:28  Page 3



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2

06211_Bramley_Nov13.qxp:Bramley Parish Magazine  28/10/13  12:28  Page 4



3

A
church Open Day at St James’s?  It must be
Sunday morning.  Well, there was the
scheduled Family Service but that was only

the beginning...  Throughout the afternoon,
visitors were treated to a whole variety of
presentations and activities.  If you chose, you
could find out how to ring the bells or sit back and
listen to an accomplished organ recital.  There
was no let-up as contemporary Christian music
took to the stage and a highlight was surely the
children’s violin concert, which, naturally,
attracted a bumper crop of parents.  Next to Cross
House children found plenty to keep them active,
contributing to a stained glass window and being
spellbound by a display of bushcraft.  Not to miss
out on the fun, parents were able to take away
prizes of expert flower arrangements to conclude
a memorable day.  If you missed it, join us next
time.  But – take care – it may not be on a
Sunday! 

3rd   Fourth Sunday before Advent

9.00 Holy Communion – Bramley

10.30 Parish Communion – Bramley

10th Remembrance Sunday

9.00 Holy Communion – Bramley

10.30 Remembrance Service - Bramley

17th     Second Sunday before Advent

9.00 Holy Communion – Little London

10.30 Parish Communion – Bramley

24th     Sunday Next Before Advent

8.00 Holy Communion (1662) – Bramley

10.30 Christingle Family 
Service – Bramley

1st   Advent Sunday
9.00 Holy Communion – Bramley
10.30 Parish Communion – Bramley

8th Second Sunday of Advent
9.00 Holy Communion – Bramley
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – Bramley

3.00 Christmas Sing-Along, with 
SingBramley, our Community Choir 
-  in the church

Church Open Day - 22nd Sept
Peter Hayes Baptisms (correction)

25th August – Alyssa Pearl Marianos
Marriages
12th October - Jason John Doyle and Carly Marie
Hutchins.
Funerals
20th September - Olive Rosslyn Brown

From the Parish Registers

Church diary for November 2013

...and into November

S
t James’
Church held
their annual

Harvest Festival on
Sunday 13th
October.  The
Church was
beautifully
decorated for this
thanksgiving
celebration and
after the service, lunch was served at Cross House.

As is the tradition, the congregation brought
donations of food including home-grown produce.
These very generous offerings were intended for
the three major charitable organisations in the
Basingstoke area which currently provide food for
the hungry and homeless. 

The Food Bank, run by the Trussell Trust, was
already well stocked, thanks to Harvest festival
donations from several schools, so most of the
produce was donated to the Homeless Centre at
May Place, where stocks were low.  The Citizens
Advice Bureau also accepted some of the food to
serve as emergency packs.

This note is to thank the members of Bramley
Church for their generosity at Harvest time, and
to say that their donations were immediately
delivered and most gratefully received.  The
treasurer has received a letter of thanks and
appreciation and it is on the notice board in the
Church porch.

In order to continue our support to these charities
that provide a life line to our near neighbours,
there is an ongoing collection for donations of
food.  These can be left at the back of the Church
in the white container.  Particularly welcome are
soups, tinned tomatoes, baked beans, sauces,
tinned meats and fish, pasta, rice, dried milk, tea,
coffee, sugar and biscuits.

Harvest Festival Donations
Priscilla Hungerford
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IS YOUR BREAD 
BRAMLEY BREAD?

We offer a wide range of Freshly Made Rolls, 
Bread, Speciality Breads, Cakes & Pastries

Filled Sandwiches, Rolls & Baguettes 
Freshly made to Order

Celebration Cakes made for all Occasions 
by our Award Winning Confectioner

WHY NOT COME AND ENJOY BREAKFAST OR LUNCH 
IN OUR RECENTLY REFURBISHED COFFEE SHOP

Sherfield Road, Bramley, Tel 01256 883601 Fax 01256 883604
E-mail bramleybakery@btconnect.com

❖

❖
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H
ave you heard of GTA 5?  Anyone below a
certain age (a lot younger than me, but
almost certainly of the male gender) will

know at once that GTA stands for Grand Theft
Auto.  I have never played it, but for some reason
my attention was caught a few weeks ago when I
read that hundreds of people stayed up all night to
buy it when the 5th release was launched at
midnight recently:  the computer gaming shops
opened to sell it at midnight and gamers raced to be
the first to complete it and then to post spoilers
online!

So what, you may ask.  Well, to digress for a
moment, I signed up a couple of years ago to
receive a weekly email from the London Institute of
Contemporary Christianity (LICC), which is a
brilliant organisation whose primary purpose is to
help Christians live out their faith in the real
world… at work, at school or university, in the
home, wherever – rather than confining our
Christianity to Sunday morning at church.  Given
my comments above regarding GTA 5, you will
probably understand why my attention was caught
and held by a recent weekly LICC email written by
Mark Greene, the Executive Director of LICC: he’s a
man I greatly admire, author of an excellent little
book called ‘Thank God It’s Monday’, and, I’m glad
to say, a good friend.  So I asked if I could
reproduce his article in the Bramley Magazine, and
he kindly said we could.  So here it is for you.

“In all our lives, personal and
professional,” wrote Mark, “there are

moments when principle is deeply
challenged by circumstances.

One bright February day I found myself in an
Alpine hotel with the European Leadership team of
one of the world’s leading computer games
companies – there are worse assignments.  They
were contemplating the impact of a new computer
game called Grand Theft Auto which had burst
onto the market in a drug-fuelled, prostitute-laced,
machine-gun rattling, tyre-screeching, expletive-
riddled, blood-spattering explosion of 18+ mayhem
that made Reservoir Dogs look like 101 Dalmatians.
That Christmas, it outsold the next bestselling
game by 3 to 1 – a potentially industry-defining
moment.  The question on the table: should we
start developing games like this? Can we compete if
we don’t? 

The European division was led, and had been built,
by David Gardner, a Christian, whose humility was
such that, when I asked what the key characteristic
of a great business leader was, I overheard one of
his people say, ‘Maybe it’s humility, because David
is so humble.’  That group of executives, with profit

On Reflection… John LentonThe Sirens of Grand Theft Auto 
targets to meet, and careers to build, and
shareholders to honour, decided to turn away from a
hugely profitable sector.  Indeed, the fifth in the
humongously successful Grand Theft Auto series
was launched three weeks ago with an enormous
wave of publicity and much critical acclaim.  But the
company that was one of the world’s leading
computer games companies is still right up there at
the top.

You can often, though not always, find a way to
thrive despite the centrifugal lure of the dark side –
in any walk of life.  You don’t, for example, have to
glory in the win-at-all-costs mentality that has so
stained Ashes Cricket that England’s Stuart Broad
boasted that he did not walk when he knew he was
out.  You can, like Adam Gilchrist, the fiercely
competitive, swashbuckling Australian wicket-
keeper, always walk when you know. 

As for us, who can predict where the sharp challenge
to our principles will come?  But come it almost
certainly will.  The sirens of Grand Theft Auto are
persistent and alluring and come in many guises.
But when the moment comes, may we like Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego be given grace to say: ‘The
God we serve is able to deliver us... but if he does

not... we will not serve your gods.’ 1

“Praise God for all those who honour him
and his ways – whether the risk be mortal

or minor.”

Mark Greene” 2

1 This is the Bible’s account of the three young Jewish men who were
thrown into a blazing furnace by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
because they refused to bow down and worship him as a god.  You can
read the whole story in the book of Daniel in the Old Testament, 
chapter 3.

2 Copyright © 2013 LICC All rights reserved.  www.licc.org.uk
Reproduced here by permission.

Shell Club Alison Jones

W
e’re entering the busiest part of
the Shell Club calendar, it’s going
to be a busy few weeks!  The

children enjoyed being part of the Harvest
celebrations at St James, including planting
their own seeds and learning how to look
after them to create their own little harvest.  Over the next
few weeks we’ll be thinking of Remembrance Day, and
looking forward to the Christingle service which marks the
start of our Christmas celebrations.  There will be a crib
service as usual on Christmas Eve, so if you would like your
children to be involved in this very special village tradition
please do bring them along to Shell Club over the coming
weeks so they can learn the carols and rehearse their parts. 

We meet every week, joining the congregation in church at
10.30 before leaving for our own activities (except on the
fourth Sunday of the month, when we all stay together for a
Family Service).
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• Professional

• Friendly

• Reliable

• Cheaper
than any
shop

• Free quotes
and samples
to your door

Local Carpet Service
(based in Sherfield)

01256 686229
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T
his is the time of year for flu vaccinations and
you may be wondering about the Shingles
vaccine. 

•    The national shingles vaccination 
programme is for people who were 70 or 79 
on the 1/9/13.  This means your patient 
must have been born on 2 September 1942 
to 1 September 1943 or 2 September 1933 to 
1 September 1934 to be eligible for this 
vaccine.

•    There is only one manufacturer of the 
Zostavax® vaccine.   All of the vaccine that 
this manufacturer can produce has been 
purchased by the national programme for 70
and 79 year olds in the UK and other 
countries.  There are no available stocks in 
the UK for private prescriptions.

We are currently contacting those eligible. 

FLU ADVICE

The flu virus is spread in small droplets of fluid
coughed or sneezed into the air by an infected
person.  These droplets can travel a metre or so and
infect anyone within range who breathes them in.
Flu can also spread if someone with the virus

transfers it on their fingers.
For example, if you have flu
and you touch your nose or
eyes and then touch
someone else, you may pass
the virus on to them.

Similarly if you have flu and
touch common hard surfaces
such as door handles, with
unwashed hands, then other
people who touch the surface
after you can pick up the
infection.

You can stop yourself catching
flu in the first place or spreading it to others by
being careful with your hygiene.  Always wash your
hands regularly with soap and water and:

•    regularly clean surfaces such as your 
keyboard, telephone and door handles to get
rid of germs 

•    use tissues to cover your mouth and nose 
when you cough or sneeze 

•    put used tissues in a bin as soon as 
possible

MYTH - THE FLU VACCINE CAN GIVE YOU FLU.

Despite popular belief, the flu vaccine cannot give
you flu as it doesn't contain the active virus needed
to do this.

FLU VACCINE – FLUENZ

This is a nasal spray version of the flu vaccine for
children aged 2 or 3 on the 1/9/13 and is the
vaccine of choice for all 2 and 3 year olds, including
those at risk.

Clift Surgery - serving the patients of Bramley         

T
he new school term is
now well underway
and the children are

enjoying the benefits of
having the school grounds
opened up to them after the
building work.

A parent working party “rediscovered” the wildlife
pond under a year’s worth of vegetative growth and
the play equipment at the front of the school has
been put back into operation, much to everyone’s
delight!

One of our aims for the school is to further develop
our partnerships with parents - to this end there is
now a monthly meeting between parent
representatives from each class and the
Headteacher to discuss “matters of moment”.

Year five pupils recently went on a three-day

residential visit to the Calshot Activites Centre,
where they enjoyed dry-slope skiing and
“doughnutting” along with high swings and various
team-building tasks. All returned exhausted but full
of their adventures. Year six pupils will be going on
a similar “outward bound” trip to Osmington Bay
in Dorset after half term.

Our new children in Foundation stage have settled
into school routines extremely well and we have
already embarked on the process for next year.
There was a good turnout for the Open days held
last month but we welcome parents to make an
appointment directly through the school office to
come and see our school at work.

The next two weeks in school will be extremely
busy – Parents and friends will be warmly
welcomed to our Harvest Festival Assemblies on
23rd and 24th October and we also have Parent
consultations with teachers planned.

Bramley Church of England Primary School           
Interim Headteacher

Lyn Downes

Dr Nigel Fisher
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Piano sales: new & used

Piano tuning and repair

Piano removals

Piano stools and accessories
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... the piano specialists
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T
erm is now well under
way at The Priory.
Just a few boys

continue to brave the
elements in their shorts,
the leaves are beginning to
show their autumn colours
and warming winter lunch-
time meals have taken the place of summer
fruit and salad!

As is usual for most schools at this time of
year, we have recently held our Harvest
Festival, where we celebrated the food that
we are so fortunate to have, whilst
remembering those parts of the world
where this is not the case.  The children in
Year 2 presented the Harvest Festival and
they spoke and sang beautifully in front of a
packed hall of children, staff, parents and
grandparents.

The food that the parents donated formed a
wonderful backdrop to the assembly.  There
were tins of food, homemade cakes and
bread, fruit from parents’ gardens and
vegetables grown from seed by some of the
children.  Instead of distributing the food
amongst the local community, we held a
“farmers’ market” and sold it to parents and
grandparents at the end of the school day.
We hope that not too many parents felt
under pressure to buy back food that they
had donated earlier in the day! 

We were able to combine the farmers’
market with the official opening of our
outdoor classroom; for many parents it was
the first time they had been able to actually
set foot inside the newest addition to our
facilities and their reaction was very
positive indeed.  At the end of a busy day,
we hope that that the food was enjoyed at
dinner by many Priory families, whilst the
money raised from the sale of produce (just
over £200), was sent to the charity Age UK.

One of our next big events in school is the
Christmas Fair.  This will take place on
Saturday, 7th December between 1pm and
4pm and there will be stalls and
entertainments throughout the school as
well as marquees filled with external
providers of crafts.  Father Christmas
already has the date in his diary and I hope
that you will put it in yours!  We look
forward to seeing you there!

It’s Harvest Time Again!
Suzanne Kelly, Head Teacher

Bramley Scout Group Jane Ma�hews

T
he scouts this half term
are learning field craft on
Silchester Common, and

also having a short hike.  They
are also doing badge work for
DIY and the Writer Badge.

Cubs have done a litter
collection as part of their community work, also
had an evening of Rounders and outdoor games.
At the end of September they had a visit to
Bramley Church, and the following week they
made Camp Posters.

Bramley Show Phyl Davies 

T
here will be a meeting on
November 6th at Vectis,
Silchester Road at 2pm.

Planning needs to start at an early
date for this annual event.  A
decision must be made at this
meeting for the date on which the 2014 Show will be
held.  Other urgent items on the agenda are for
subjects for the Photographic, Art and Floral Art
classes.  The committee would like you to participate
with comments on the 2013 Show and ideas for 2014.
All are welcome.  Please come along to the meeting on
November 6th.  Contact 01256 881691

W
hat a busy afternoon on
September 24, as the
group assembled for the

first of its Autumn/Winter
sessions.  As members arrived, the
room became suddenly full and
Gillie was pressed to find more
chairs.  Most members brought items which they
had been working on "in progress" during the
summer.  Premature baby clothes, children's
jumpers and small squares to be made into cot
blankets will go to hospitals and places abroad.
Some donations of wool had been received, mostly
white, which means that knitting this into
premature baby clothes will be a priority.  Pat on a
shopping spree to Reading had noted that in the
John Lewis store was a special box with an appeal
for baby clothes, and some of the Bramley items
will be going there.  There is always help from the
experts; Eileen is in a muddle with her crochet,
Edna sorts her out.  Then it’s time for news, as
Edna gives out financial details.  Everyone puts
something in the kitty towards postage.
Refreshment time, and Gillie has excelled by
making her lovely cake with slices of Victoria
plum.  The next meeting will be on November
29th at Jill’s, “North View", 2.30pm.  For more
information, please contact Edna 01256 880368

Bramley Knitting Circle Phyl Davies 
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Eileen Gulston 
Bramley & Romans Floral Society 

S
eptember was a very busy month for our club,
ending with the organisation of the Flower
arrangements for the Cherry Blossom Manor

Care Home`s Michaelmas Festival.  At first we were
unsure as to whether we could take on this challenge,
but after discussion we approached the festival with
excitement and enthusiasm.  Twenty three
arrangements were created by 18 ladies and placed in
strategic areas around the home.  The arrangements
depicted many aspects of Michaelmas, such as St.
Michael, saint of many things including danger at sea
and nursing; Graduation; Law and Harvest were also
represented.  It was very hard work for the team, but
the final effect was really great and admired by
everyone, and it gave great pleasure to many
residents.  On the Friday we were invited to a
Champagne reception, with our partners and other
invited guests, where after a delicious supper we
wandered around, sipping champagne, listening to
harp music and admiring all of the arrangements.
The festival was open to the public over the whole
weekend.

At our October meeting, our demonstrator,
Miranda, showed us how to create an Autumn
wreath, which could also be adapted for Christmas.
We then had to create our own, with Miranda
walking round & encouraging & giving a helping
hand to members.  After a welcome cup of tea &
homemade cake, she held each individual creation
up for all to see.  Every wreath had a different slant
to it in ideas & colour but each one was great to look
at.  The afternoon concluded with our usual, very
popular raffle. Our next meeting is 7th November,
when Mrs Alison Gillott’s demonstration is entitled
‘A Christmas Calendar’.

The meetings start at 1.30pm in Sherfield on Loddon
Village hall & visitors are welcome – please contact
Joyce Rawlinson on 01256 889040 for information.

Michaelmas Fes�val at Cherry Blossom Manor Care Home

B
ramley Lunch Club
met at the Loddon
Mill Restaurant in

September as Judy their
cook was having a well-
earned holiday.  The
meeting on October 9th
saw the Club back in its usual venue in the
Bramley Room at the Village Hall.  There was
again an increase in numbers and new members
Freda and Eileen were welcomed.  Lisa also was
there again and gave a helping hand.  Judy coped
well with the extra cooking and the lovely beef
casserole followed by apple crumble custard and
cream was enjoyed by all.  There was plenty of
news to chat about, and books to be chosen for the
month’s reading.  Then came a surprise as Judy's
50th wedding anniversary cake was formally cut
and every member given a slice to take home.  The
next meeting will be on November 13th.  All are
welcome.  Please contact 01256 882441

Lunch Club Phyl Davies

T
he Bramley
Belles have
started

rehearsing for their
performance at the
Christmas Party in
December.  If they
remember their words
well that is another thing!

At this month’s meeting we had a delightful lady
giving us a talk on ‘Organic Gardening’.  She came
with some of her produce to sell, which included
jams, honey, and candles which she makes from the
beehives in her garden.  She came with her family,
and they gave a slide show of their lovely garden
and all their produce from their 3 allotments.  They
have hens for the eggs, store water in the winter,
and obviously electricity from the solar panels.
They are completely self sufficient and very
passionate about it.  One of their sons is very skilled
in making carved wooden animals which are placed
in the garden.  They own a woodland which they
use for wood for the Rayburn and also when felling
the trees, they give the tops of the pines to friends
for Christmas trees and the rest of goes for heating,
and also the making of a conservatory on the back
of their bungalow which is their latest project.  They
have just had an article printed in the magazine
‘Yours’, about their life style, and they also have
Open days in the summer.  Another thing is she
fosters hedgehogs.  We all wondered where they get
all their time to do all this!!  It was a very
interesting talk and slide show. 

Bramley WI Jane Ma�hews

06211_Bramley_Nov13.qxp:Bramley Parish Magazine  28/10/13  12:28  Page 13



12

Malcolm Bell, Chair of Neighbourhood PlanningNeighbourhood Plan

I
n the month of September, we analysed the
recent questionnaires and prepared the
objectives of the Steering Group for the

Neighbourhood Plan.  These objectives are on
housing, transport, community and recreational
amenities and the environment, which we
presented to the whole community of Bramley on
the 28th September at the Clift Meadow pavilion.
Leaflets dropped through every door, and banners
displayed throughout the village invited residents
to come and talk to us about the objectives and to
give us their views.  The day was a success in that
the 94 people that attended appreciated what we
are trying to do and gave constructive criticism and
some good ideas.  Besides discussions, we had
written comments and some 50+ maps completed
identifying housing sites, where improvements
could be made to the recreational facilities, how
safety on the road could be improved and how
parking issues in the village could be addressed
with new parking facilities. All constructive.  These
will be analysed over the next month and solutions
based on your views will be written to be presented
to the community over the next months.

However, the views of 94 people only represent 2%
of the population of Bramley, so what does the
other 98% want Bramley Village of the future to
look like?  Do we take it that the 98% are not
interested in the future of Bramley, not interested
in where 200 new houses are to be sited, not
interested in improving the transport and parking
issues that Bramley faces, not interested in
improving the Infrastructure of Bramley?  We are
working to put together a Neighbourhood Plan that
will see Bramley through to 2029.  Once in place
planners and developers have to take notice of this
legal document, targeted to be in place by
November 2014.  At the moment we are putting the
plan together on the basis of information from the

Village Plan Questionnaire, on 150 Neighbourhood
Plan Questionnaires returned, one to one
engagement with different organisations, ideas
discussed with the 152 residents who attended our
first drop in session and on the ideas of 2% of the
population who attended our latest Open Day.

We need to know your views so that the
Neighbourhood Plan represents the views of a
larger percentage of the population than just 2%, so
get in touch through the web site, comment on our
objectives and give us something with which to
work.  www.bramleyndp.org.uk.

In our rounds, we have heard it said, “What, not
another questionnaire?  What’s the point, nobody
takes any notice”.  It is the task of the Steering
Group, made up of volunteers from the
Community, backed by the Parish Council and by
Basingstoke and Deane Council to come up with a
plan that reflects the views of the majority of the
community.  A plan that will see the future of
Bramley as a pleasant, comfortable place to live,
being safe, having a good infrastructure to support
the residents with houses of an acceptable design
and sited in the village that ensures Bramley
retains and enhances its character as a rural village
community. 

Get on the web site and give us your views, see our
objectives.  Come to the Drop in Open days. It’s
your chance to have a say and be recognised.  If
not, then do not come along at a later date if the
plan we come up with does not suit the majority
and is rejected by the community at the Final
referendum, because then Basingstoke and Deane
will take over and site 200 houses where they
consider suitable without necessarily any
improvement in Infrastructure, transport and
parking problems, all the issues which we want to
address.  Be part of the Plan.

T
hank you to all those who came along
to the Coffee Morning at my house in
aid of Arthritis Research UK in

National Arthritis Week.  A magnificent
sum of £131.53 was raised while friends
chatted and ate cake.  This will go towards
funding research into the causes,
treatments and a cure for the many
arthritic diseases that steal quality of life
from the 1 in 6 sufferers in the UK.  Thank
you also to One Stop, Mekanix, Tesco, and
friends for their generous donations to the
raffle.

Cosy Coffee and Cake
Catrina Stockwell
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Rachel Holland 

What did my ancestors do for me? 

P
ercy Tilley lived at Elliott’s Crossing Lane
(now Cooper’s Lane) and was the 4th of 5
children.  He was born in Bramley in 1887,

the son of Joseph, a platelayer for the Great
Western Railway.  When Percy left school he
became a grocer’s boy.  At some point he moved to
Caversham in Berkshire. 

When the war came, he joined the 1st Battalion the
Hampshire Regiment, who formed part of the 11th
Brigade in the 4th Division.   After training in
Colchester, the battalion landed in Le Havre on
23rd August 1914.  They took part in the Christmas
truce of 1914.  

They were then involved in the 2nd Battle of Ypres,
which began in April 1915.  This battle was
notorious as one of the first instances of chemical
warfare on the Western Front, when the German
army launched a massive attack of chlorine gas on
the village of Gravenstafel.  Thousands of French,
Algerian and Canadian troops died of asphyxiation,
or were blinded.  

We do not know how or why Private Percy Tilley
died, or where he is buried, but we know his name
is inscribed on the Menin Gate memorial in Ypres
(panel 35).  He was 28 years old and died on 26th
April 1915.  He was awarded the 1914-15 star
campaign medal of the British Empire, and was
also eligible for the Victory medal and the British
War medal.  

If you know more, please get in touch.  We are
seeking to find out about all the men whose names
are on the Roll of Honour in Bramley parish
church, before the commemoration of the outbreak
of World War I in August 2014. 

Private Percy Tilley, killed in action,
2nd battle of Ypres

Gareth Doust, Chairman

Royal British Legion

T
his issue of
our magazine
sees us in

Remembrance-tide,
a particularly
poignant time of
year for all those
involved with the
Royal British
Legion.  It is around
this time that you
will see our volunteers on the streets of our local
villages, and I ask you please to support them
generously.

More than 40 million Remembrance poppies,
500,000 poppies of other types, 5 million
Remembrance petals, 100,000 wreaths and
sprays, 750,000 Remembrance Crosses and other
Remembrance items are made at the Poppy
Factory each year, raising approximately £40
million for the Poppy Appeal.  In 2012, £84
million was spent on health and welfare for the
Armed Forces community; that's over £1.6
million every week.

The Poppy Appeal aside, November is also the
time we traditionally associate with
Remembrance.  Services will be held at churches
up and down the country on Remembrance
Sunday, and indeed across our region; I hope to
see many of you at the Bramley service.

The topic of Remembrance brings me to the
subject of a War Memorial for Bramley.  Many of
you will probably be unaware that Charity Law
prohibits the Royal British Legion from spending
its funds on War Memorials, as it is not a stated
aim of the Charity as laid out in its Charter.  This
puts me in a difficult position; we, the Legion, are
the standard bearers of Remembrance and it is of
course only natural for the public to look to us
when topics such as this arise.  This is why I,
alongside our Parish Council and Parochial
Church Council, are investigating alternative
ways to fund and bring a Memorial to Bramley.

As we approach the World War I Centenary
Commemorations, significant public funding has
become available for such endeavours.  Much of
this is to be match funded through other means
to become available, and as such I will be asking
our local community to help where they can.
However; I am happy to report that positive
progress has been made over the past couple of
months and I truly hope we will have our own
memorial this time next year.
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T
he Parish Council next meets
on Monday 18th November
in the Bramley Room at the

village hall. Our meetings are open
to the public and we publish the
agendas and minutes on the Village
Notice Boards and website:
www.bramley.co.uk.

In this Magazine the PC will update
you each month on some key issues
- various projects and events which are impacting
the community.  We won’t necessarily cover every
event, however more information is available on
the PC website and other linked sites.  You can also
send the Parish Clerk a comment or question on
bramleypc@hotmail.co.uk or visit the PC twitter
@bramleypc or our Facebook Page ‘Bramley,
Hampshire’ at www.facebook.com/BramleyPC.  This
month I hope to use this article to consider
development, change and the need for volunteers.

DEVELOPMENT WITHIN BRAMLEY PARISH BOUNDARY

Most of you are aware that the Borough Council
has now completed the final consultation stages for
the ‘Local Plan’.  But what happens next?
Comments made during the consultation are being
considered prior to the final version of the plan
being submitted. Revisions will be made where
necessary before the Local Plan is submitted to the
Government for independent review.  An inquiry -
the 'examination in public' - will then be held by a
Government planning inspector to look in detail at
issues around the Local Plan.  This is likely to be
held during spring 2014.

The plan has been controversial, with almost every
community arguing that they do not agree the parts
of the plan which affect their area.  We are no
different – our Borough Councillors and the Parish
Council are united in opposing development at
Razors Farm, Upper Cufaude Farm and the
imposition of up to 200 homes within the Village
Boundary.  However we do not have a unique
argument to fight against further development in
Bramley and the sites listed above have been
identified through the various stages from site
selection through to the draft plan which is now
being consulted on.  We submitted our formal
response to the consultation which you can find on
the PC website and we now await the outcome of
the examination process and for the final Plan to be
adopted.  Once this happens we will know where
we as a community stand regarding required
development during the plan period.

Councillor Malcolm Bell has been consulting with
the community and with his group of volunteers is
working to deliver a Neighbourhood Development

Plan (NDP) for Bramley.  He needs
to gather views from across the
community about how
development might be absorbed
and what benefits we might seek
for the Village.  The challenge is to
get a majority consensus of
residents, rather than just the
views of a very small minority.
‘No’ to all development is not a
profitable stance; if development is

inevitable and determined by the Local Plan, we
need to be pragmatic in defining what is tolerable,
or even desirable.  Please get in touch through the
PC or NDP web sites and join the debate
www.bramleyndp.org.uk

WHAT IS BRAMLEY?
There have been questionnaires circulated in
Bramley and discussions to try and define what we
were, are and will be. Some say we are a rural
village in a rural area.  I have sought the views of
‘Campaign For Rural England’ and I have done a
little further research: 

What is a Village?  A village is usually described as
a centre of population with an area less than 2.5
square kilometres (1 square mile).  A village will
usually have a church and a pub.  A village is a
clustered human settlement or community, larger
than a hamlet but smaller than a town with the
population ranging from a few hundred to a few
thousand.  Though often located in rural areas, the
term urban village is also applied to certain urban
neighbourhoods.  The dwellings of a village are
fairly close to one another, not scattered broadly
over the landscape, as a dispersed settlement.  In
Great Britain, a hamlet earned the right to be called
a village when it built a church.  

What is the definition of "Rural"?  Rural areas are
sparsely settled places away from the influence of
large conurbations.  Rural means living in or
characteristic of farming or country life; rural areas
(also referred to as "the country", countryside) are
sparsely settled places.  Typical rural areas have a
low population density and small settlements.
Agricultural areas are rural, though so are others
such as forests.

What is a Town?  In England and Wales, a town
traditionally was a settlement which had a charter
to hold a market or fair and therefore became a
"market town".  Market towns were distinguished
from villages in that they were the economic hub of
a surrounding area, and were usually larger and
had more facilities.

What is Bramley?  By these definitions Bramley
was a hamlet which evolved into a rural village,

Councillor Chris HollandParish Council News
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which as a community has now evolved further.
The majority of residents of Bramley commute to
work in towns or conurbations but we value the
rural aspects of our parish. I suggest we are still
evolving and need to work to manage rather than
stop change?

WHO DOES WHAT IN BRAMLEY?
During October I visited my daughter in
Cheltenham; I also had an opportunity to visit my
father who lives in a very small village in Cumbria.
The difference between the two is obviously scale,
local knowledge and collaboration.  

In Cheltenham the Borough Council has every
facility and amenity required to support a
population in excess of 100,000; the size of the
population ensures there is a demand and plenty of
funding.  The disadvantage of the large town is
people only operate in small groups and there is
little sense of community.

In Lindale, Cumbria – everyone knows everybody
else, and the pub and societies are vibrant. The
community does not have the amenities of a town
although there is a rural bus service.  The community
seems to be full of volunteers but there is never
enough money to pay for community improvements.
Villagers appear to be a happy group but teenagers
tend to go to the local town for entertainment.

Bramley seems to be between these two examples.
We don’t have the economies of scale associated
with a town, nor quite the same level of friendship
and cooperation of a small village.  The town can
afford to pay staff to run a community centre
whereas the village relies on volunteers to muck in.  

We have been saying for some time that Bramley,
through the parish council, various trusts and other
organisations, is run by less than 50 volunteers -
which is not enough to keep our community going.

WE NEED YOUR HELP

If we are to operate like a village we need many
more local volunteers to offer to help to run Clubs
and Societies or to offer to serve on the PC, the
Village Hall Trust or the Clift Meadow Trust.
There are many groups who are considering
closing in Bramley because there are insufficient
new volunteers stepping forward.  Many of the 65+
age group say they have done their bit and are
looking to the younger residents to see if they can
find a few hours a week to serve our village
community.  We know that everybody has busy
lives and it is not that easy to find a lot of time to
help out, but if you have just a few spare hours,
please contact one or more of the many points of
contact highlighted in this magazine.

T
he adventure of a
young RAF
Flying Officer

was regaled to the
audience of retired
professional and
business men of the
Probus Club of
Basingstoke.  Retired
RAF Group Captain
Mel Kent, himself a
member of the club, enthralled his audience about
his experience in the Sudan when disaster struck
when he and three other RAF servicemen were
passengers on a freight plane heading south out of
Khartoum in December 1951.

The Vickers Valetta twin-engined plane was
designed to fly on one engine, but on this occasion
when the port engine stopped the starboard engine
just was not man enough to continue the flight and
they had to make a forced landing with the
undercarriage up.  Landing in a swamp there was no
real injury to anyone but the plane was damaged
with bent propellers and tears to the skin of the
fuselage.  There were only minimal food rations on
board and only a gallon of water so the situation was

desperate.  The radio didn’t work at ground level but
after some days they were eventually spotted by a
search plane and supplies were dropped to them.
The RAF contacted a local tribe who arrived days
later at the crash site complete with long spears.  The
servicemen initially feared that they were Mau Mau
terrorists.

Three days walking and the crew were at the tribe’s
village and from there eventually returned to
Khartoum where a rescue and repair team was led by
Flying Officer Kent back to the crash site.  Several
trucks carried two new engines, propellers and a host
of mechanical aids.  Six weeks of hard work later, in
late February 1952, the plane being repaired and the
swamp having dried out to a hard surface a
makeshift runway saw a successful escape flight.
What caused the initial engine shutdown turned out
to be that someone had forgotten to refuel the wing
tank.

Potential members of the Probus Club of
Basingstoke can find out more of its activities by
looking on their web site
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or can contact their
secretary Gerry Anslow on 01256 325253 or email
gerry.anslow@talktalk.net.

Paul FlintRipping Yarn at Probus Club
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Rhydian Vaughan, Vice President, Royal Bri�sh LegionThe Unknown Warrior

E
very November, at the mourning of the year,
I place a cross in the Field of Remembrance
outside Westminster Abbey in honour of my

Great-Uncle, who was killed at Gallipoli.  I take the
opportunity to then visit the tomb of the Unknown
Warrior in Westminster Abbey, a salutary
experience.

I would wish to share with you the events that
culminated in this expression of collective grief.
The concept was conceived by the Reverend David
Railton MC, an Army Chaplain, who witnessed in
1916 a grave marked with a rough cross and a
pencil inscription, “An Unknown British Soldier, of
the Black Watch.”  In 1920, he proposed the idea to
the Dean of Westminster that an unidentified
British Soldier, buried in the battlefields of France,
should be re- buried in Westminster Abbey to
represent the many hundreds of thousands of
Empire dead from the Great War.  This idea found
support from the Dean and the Prime Minister,
David Lloyd George. And so suitable remains were
exhumed from the French Battlefields- the Aisne,
Somme, Arras and Ypres and brought to the chapel
at St Pol sur Ternoise near Arras on the night of 7th
November 1920.

Brigadier General Wyatt (head of Allied forces in
France) and Colonel Gell (Directorate of
Graves)went into the Chapel alone.  The remains
were on stretchers covered with Union Flags.
General Wyatt, with closed eyes, rested his hand on
one of the bodies which was then placed in a sealed
coffin.  The others were reburied with full honours.
Thus the anonymity of the body was assured.

The next day, the dead
soldier began his journey to
Westminster Abbey.  The
coffin was taken to Boulogne
and placed inside a casket,
made of oak timber from
Hampton Court, with the
inscription “A British
Warrior who fell in the Great
War 1914-1918 for King and
Country”.  Surmounting this
casket was a 16th Century
Crusader sword, given by
King George V.  The
destroyer HMS Verdun,
escorted by six other
destroyers, carried the body
to Dover, landing on the 10th
November.  From there the
casket was transferred to a
train which carried it to
Victoria Station, where it

arrived at platform 8 at 8:32 pm that evening and
remained overnight, attended by a detachment
from the Grenadier Guards (a plaque at the station
marks the site).

On the morning of 11th November 1920, the casket
was drawn by the Royal Horse Artillery to the new
Cenotaph (Greek for empty tomb and designed by
Sir Edwin Lutyens,) in Whitehall, which was then
unveiled by the King-Emperor George V, followed
by a two minute silence.  The cortege continued to
Westminster Abbey where the casket was borne
into the West Nave flanked by a guard of honour of
one hundred recipients of the Victoria Cross.  The
guests of honour were some one hundred women,
who had lost their husbands and all of their sons in
the war.  The casket was then interred a few feet
from the entrance of the western end of the Nave.
Servicemen from the Armed forces stood guard as
an estimated 1,250,000 filed silently past in just
the first week.  The ceremony seemed to have
served as a catharsis of collective mourning
unknown on any previous scale.  The grave was
then capped with a black marble stone from
Belgium; the lettering was made from melted down
brass cartridge cases from the war.

If you get the chance, do visit this tomb.  Entrance
to the Abbey appears to be £15; if you ask the
gatekeepers if you can briefly stand at the grave,
they are generally most obliging.

“They buried him among the Kings because
he had done good toward God and toward
his house”

Tomb of the Unknown Warrior - Westminster Abbey
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Tadley and District

Chamber of Trade

ACCOUNTS, TAXATION, BUSINESS & FINANCIAL ADVICE
Cooke, Cooke & Co. Chartered Accountants

For professional advice with a personal approach. From start-ups and sole traders to 
medium sized businesses; from accounts and self assessment tax returns to strategic planning 

and raising finance. Please ring Chris or Jenny to arrange a free initial consultation.

1, Cranesfield, Sherborne St. John
Tel: 01256 851794 or email: chris@2cookes.co.uk
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“Wake up Jimmy. Quickly. Come
downstairs, and bring your blanket and

pillow with you. Be quick!”

I
t was the middle of the night, pitch black apart
from the occasional lit candle.  An air raid siren
was wailing in the distance.  Everyone seemed

to be in a rush.  I was one of a group of young
evacuees being fostered at Petworth House, the
home of Lord Leconfield, in West Sussex.  We were
ushered downstairs and spent the remainder of the
night huddled under the huge sweeping staircase in
the main hall. This was in mid June 1944, one week
after D-Day; I was nearly five years old.  Hitler’s
campaign of “Retaliation” (Vergeltung) had been
launched with a vengeance.*  And what a terrifying
time it was for the population in the south-east of
England.  Suddenly and unpredictably, pilotless
bombs were dropping from the sky at random,
causing devastation on a scale not so far seen
during the war.

Winston Churchill in his written account of the
Second World War, Vol. 6 – Triumph and Tragedy
recalls: 

“Although London was the worst
sufferer the casualties and damage spread
well outside its bounds. . . bombs, although
all aimed at Tower Bridge, fell far and wide

over the countryside from Hampshire to
Suffolk.  One landed near my home in

Westerham, killing by a cruel mischance,
twenty-two homeless children and five

grown-ups collected in a refuge made for
them in the woods.”

Petworth House is about thirty five miles from

Westerham as the crow flies.  Over a period of five
weeks more than three thousand of these pilotless
bombs were launched against us.  Not surprisingly
arrangements for the housing of evacuees in south-
east England had to be rapidly revised.  As a
consequence I soon found myself given over to the
care of a childless couple in the sleepy village of
Chilworth, a few miles south-east of Guildford.  PC
Robinson, the local policeman, and his wife cared
for me in their humble bungalow, Fairview, for the
next year until it was safe for me to return to
London after the war.  ‘Uncle’ and ‘auntie’ were a
caring couple and I have many happy memories of
my stay with them.  

And so, on behalf of all of us who were fortunate to
survive into adulthood, may I contribute a personal
tribute to those twenty two children, and to the
several thousands of others whose lives were also
cut short during that terrible war by repeating the
now immortal refrain;

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left
grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years
condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the
morning 

We will remember them.”

*The flying bomb was named V1 by Hitler, since
he hoped – with good reason - that it was only the
first of a series of terror weapons which German
research would produce.  It was soon known as the
“doodle-bug”.  

Doodle-bugs!  A night to remember     James Witchalls

Please help – Keep cars off the pavements in Bramley

Considerate
Parking.  
If you have no other
option than to park
partially on the
pavement, please
remember you should
not completely
obstruct the

pavement; please ensure you leave a
big enough gap for a pushchair or a
wheelchair to get past without any
difficulties.

Please help. 

I have a sister who needs to be pushed
in a pram.

Please help. 
A lady took a spill off her
mobility scooter on
Sherfield Road.

What Can I do?
Please allow enough room for a
mobility scooter or pram/pushchair to
get by.  We shouldn't have to walk on
the road to go around parked cars; this
is what pavements are for.
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I have been sent to almost 40 prisons Arthur Rawlinson 

November 17th 2013 is Prisons Sunday,
marking the beginning of Prisons Week, when
we are asked to pray for all those in prison,
and affected by prison.  Arthur is not only our
organist and secretary of the Parochial Church
Council, but also a resident of Little London;
this article is particularly timely.

I
was sent to prison!  In fact I was sent to
almost 40 prisons.  However as 5 of those
were for female offenders and there were no

questions asked when I requested to be let out
of any of them it will, I trust, become apparent
that I was not incarcerated for any heinous
crime.

As a Probation Officer of some 28 years, 18 of
those attached to a criminal court, I must have
prepared over 1000 reports to assist the
Judges/Magistrates with their sentencing.
These reports contained personal details of the
defendant and his/her family, their attitude to
the offence and the victim and gave a considered
opinion as to what form of sentence might be
appropriate.  In so doing we had to bear in mind
that some offences clearly warranted a custodial
sentence but many others could justifiably be
dealt with by a non-custodial sentence. 

Although bail was more often than not granted,
pending sentence, there was still a large number
of offenders remanded in custody.  This,
together with visiting serving prisoners and
those about to be discharged into our area was
the reason for my regular prison visits, and so
an awareness of the different characteristics of
individual prisons.  My first experience of
prison life was in 1971 when, in a well-known
London prison, men were still sewing mail bags
and there were no toilet facilities in the cells.
Hence the term ‘slopping out’.  I have visited
high security prisons, open prisons, psychiatric
prisons, female prisons, young persons’
institutions, Borstals and detention centres.  

Over the years I saw a considerable change in
attitude and management of the prison system,
even so, individual prisons retained their own
characteristics and atmosphere.  For example,
there are three prisons on the Isle of Wight and
I dare say that if I was taken in blindfold to any
of those I could tell you in which prison we
were.  Parkhurst, the old prison which everyone
has heard of, Albany, at the time of my visits,
relatively modern and Camp Hill, known
amongst the prison fraternity as ‘the boys’
prison’.  The cells were smaller as it had been a

young person’s institution.  The ladies, when I
first visited Holloway, were no better housed,
although the old building has been demolished
and a new, now not quite so new, building
erected. They, like the men, have high security
and open prisons.

Her is a pen-portrait for you to consider, but as
in all good papers, the name has been changed.

Jim.  I visited Jim on a regular basis in
Parkhurst.  I had not known him prior to his
sentence but did know that he was serving a
long sentence for throwing acid over his wife.
Jim was late 30s, very personable, easy to talk
to and aware of the seriousness of his offence; a
fact not always accepted by some prisoners.  He
had taken up painting and writing short pieces
of poetry.  He gave me two of his pictures, to
which he had added a short verse or quotation.
The first consisted of a painting of a bunch of
assorted flowers with the following words: ‘A
weed is a flower whose beauty has not been
discovered’.  Words which we might
contemplate when making snap judgements.
The second, and to him more poignant,
consisted of an attractive border around some
words which were his own, not taken from any
publication.  These words extolled the virtues,
beauty, wisdom and love of wives!  Jim settled
down and did not reoffend.

Prison may not work for all; it may only protect
the public from the offender for the duration of
the sentence; it may be the only possible
outcome for the commission of certain offences.
The offender is sent to prison as punishment,
not to be punished - there is a difference - but
some come out of the system with a changed
attitude and the intention to start again.  These
were the people I and my colleagues tried to
support. 

A personal view of the inside
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Lord and Ladies John Stubbs 

S
o, once upon a time, a couple or more aeons
ago, an enterprising young plant got to
thinking.  Why, it wondered, did every plant

go to so much trouble making lovely sweet fruits
and berries, only to have them eaten by some
passer-by as soon as they’re ripe?  I can fix that:
I’ll make my fruit poisonous, and they’ll last.

Its mates, though, fell about laughing (as far as
possible, you understand).  You’ll soon go extinct,
they explained rather unkindly, you gotta
propagate to prosper, we make fruit to spread
seeds further than we can throw ’em.  We need
consumers – it may be an undignified route, in
and out as it were, but we get to travel, even
flying!  Good advice is often ignored.  Just as well,
sometimes: had inventors always listened to
conventional wisdom, a lot of useful stuff would
have died on the drawing board.  And this, of
course, is way before they tried to condemn those
new stone axes as a Health and Safety hazard,
nearly putting us primates permanently out of
business.  But our hero persevered, with the
slogan ‘lovely to look at, poisonous to eat’.  

And, as it happened, it didn’t go down the tubes
(in more ways
than one).  I
came across one
a few weeks back,
growing proudly
by the footpath,
and took its
portrait.

This is one of
those plants that
has attracted a
whole catalogue
of names.  Lords
and ladies, wild
arum, cuckoo
pint (that’s pint
as in mint, not
pint as in beer),
janus, calve's-
foot, ramp and
starchwort – as
well as some
rather dodgy
ones like naked
boys, wake robin
and jack in the
pulpit.  A fairly
common
woodland plant,
it’s
inconspicuous
when it flowers

in spring, though it has a characteristic pale green
hood around the stem.  There’s a ring of female
flowers below, with another of males above.  The
male flowers have a faecal odour and may be 15C
warmer than ambient – this of course brings
small flies which are then dusted in pollen by a
collar of hairs before they escape and visit others
nearby.  That’s all pretty ingenious, too, come to
think of it.

Later in the year the leaves die back and the
pollinated female flowers swell to form the bright
scarlet berries, standing clear of the undergrowth
for all to see: possibly a warning, almost a
challenge.  But these berries are decidedly
poisonous: not just distasteful, sour, bitter, unripe
or a bit nasty.  They actually contain toxic
saponins that attack the mouth and throat causing
swelling and nausea – needle-like crystals that are
immediately offensive.  A lot of plants use this
sort of chemical to put off leaf-grazing animals,
but these berries do it in spades.  So, how do the
seeds get spread, when no sensible animal would
swallow them?

As far as I can tell, there is, as yet, no certain
answer to this one: I
can see at least three
possibilities, though.
For a start, if the
berries are horrid,
presumably no single
animal will guzzle the
lot, so the chances are
that more individuals
will have a go, and
hence they’ll be
spread a bit more
widely. On the less
pleasant side (as
nature often may
appear) how about
the diner eats and
then spits them out as
far as they can, yea,
even from a great
height?  Or, perhaps
some target species
with a suitable
digestive system is
not adversely
affected: win-win
situation.  But don’t
try this at home, or
anywhere else,
because they’re
certainly not good for
humans…Arum maculatum 
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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Ailsa StockwellTanzania Trip 

I
’d like to tell you about my summer, which will
be a summer that I’ll remember for the rest of
my life.  I volunteered for 3 weeks in an

Orphanage called Posa, in Arusha, Tanzania.  I
travelled with one of my school friends, Jen, and
met so many other volunteers who I’m sure will be
lifelong friends.  The most important part though?
The children of course! 

Posa offers one meal a day, and lessons, to about
30 children between the ages of 3 and 7.  They live
with relatives or neighbours, so would often be left
at home alone otherwise, while their carers must
work.  Jen, one other volunteer and I were given
the baby class to teach, who were generally between
3 and 5.  It took us a couple of days to get used to
teaching the children, and the language barrier was
difficult, but the children were so enthusiastic and
loving, that it was worth the struggle!

The volunteer we were placed with has sponsored
one of the girls to go to school in January – if you
are interested in doing this, or have any questions
about it, don’t hesitate to email me.  Jen and I had
fundraised before our trip, and spent the money on
donations to Posa – flour, sugar, drinking water
and many more things!

I loved everything about my volunteer experience,
and I loved Tanzania.  I will be returning in 2014 to
take part in two wildlife conservation internships
with a friend from my university course, and we are
currently fundraising, so if you would like to look at
our Christmas catalogue of handmade gifts please
email me!  I will of course go back to visit Posa –
how could I be in the country without seeing those
little faces again!

ailsastockwell@hotmail.co.uk

Peter HutchingsTen things you can do for wildlife 

A
s we move towards the end of the year, it’s
worth giving a thought about Hampshire’s
wildlife.  There are many ways to get

involved, either actively or from your armchair.
Here are some suggestions:-

Join us for a wildlife walk: The Wildlife Trust
runs over 350 events a year, so we are sure there is
something to suit everyone's taste. 

Apply for your Wildlife Gardening Award:
Demonstrate that your garden is a haven for
wildlife, and you will be awarded with a certificate
and a plaque to display in your garden.  

Become a volunteer: If you fancy trying
something new, meeting new people, or learning
new skills, why not get in touch and find out about
volunteering opportunities. 

Take part in a Countryside course: Interested
in wildlife and would like to know more?  The
Wildlife Trust offers a wide range of courses and
workshops, run by enthusiastic professionals and
experts. 

Meet with your local Wildlife Group: Local
Trust groups meet throughout the county, and their
work includes organising walks and talks in the
area, and attending local events to promote the
Trust.  

Visit our online shop: Funds raised help the

Wildlife Trust carry out
conservation work
across the region.  The
online shop offers a
selection of gifts,
including the 2014
Wildlife Calendar. 

Follow the Wildlife
Trust on the web:
The internet and social
media provide ways to keep in touch with the
activities of the Wildlife Trust and right up to date
with seasonal wildlife sightings. 

Become a member: As a charity, we rely on
funding and support from our members.  You can
make a real difference and your support gives us
vital funds to protect our local wildlife. 

Make a donation: We do not receive
Government funding and donations really help us
to secure our natural heritage for future
generations.

Visit a nature reserve: We manage over 50
nature reserves across the region.  They are great
places for people to visit, so why not have a
wonderful day out at one near you?

Full details of all these ideas can be found on the
Wildlife Trust’s website www.hiwwt.org.uk
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Youth Facilities Project Update Councillor Chris Holland

S
ince last month the Youth Facilities Project Team
have been busy; last month Borough Officers
agreed to release funds which are being specifically

allocated for a Bramley Youth Facility Building and, in
addition, upgrades to playing fields and related activities
within Bramley.  We are working in partnership with the
Clift Meadow Trust and have agreed to allocate some of
the funds to refurbish the tennis courts, provide a track
and outdoor exercise areas for all ages, and possibly also
to offer some assistance to Bramley Football Club.

The funds which have been retained for the community
by the Borough Council need to be spent before mid-
2015, otherwise they will be returned to the developer.
We have worked with the Borough Council to develop a
scheme which meets an identified local need, and which
fits within the tightly defined Borough spending
definitions.

The proposals have evolved through independent
feasibility studies along with public consultation, and the
project is now ready for final consultation, which will be
achieved concurrently with processing a planning
application.  The application will be for a stand-alone
building to be developed between the Pavilion and the
Ball Court, which will be designed to offer space for
youth groups and will become an additional village
recreational facility.

We are running a Public Open Day at the Pavilion on
Saturday 14th December so we can show you the plans,
answer your questions, and take comments.  There will
be two sessions to try to fit around people’s busy lives,
with the first running from 9.30am until 11.30am, with
another chance to drop in between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.

Following this, the plans will be discussed at the Parish
Council meeting on Monday 16th December, where we
expect to review the comments from the open day, and
make a final decision as to whether or not to proceed
with the new building.  The Parish Councillors working
on this project will attempt to visit all neighbouring
homes before the open day to make sure you are aware
of the proposals.

There are two key “Go” or “No Go” points when the
future of the project will be decided.  If the majority of
Clift Meadow Trustees and Parish Councillors are in
favour, the project will go ahead.

The Parish Council and the Clift Meadow Trust have the
following broad timeline:

• End of October - Planning application will be 
submitted to Borough Officers.

• End of October/early November - Consultation 
with Clift Meadow residents. Letters have been 
delivered and follow up meetings offered.

• 4th December - Clift Meadow Trust meeting 
which will be attended by the architect, Mark 
Penfold.

• 14th December - Public Open Sessions from 9.30 
to 11.30 am and 7.30 to 9.30 pm at Clift Meadow 
Pavilion with detailed drawings and plans.  This 
will be publicised in the Bramley Magazine, on 
the website and via other means.

• 16th December - Bramley Parish Council 
meeting.  If the building project goes ahead, i.e. 
subject to planning permission and approvals 
above, then:

• End of December / January - Tenders will be 
sought by the Architects with selection in the 
following month.

• December / January - Recreational facilities 
improvements can begin as soon as possible at 
Clift Meadow and other village locations, subject 
to Trust and Council agreement of the proposals.

• March - Commence the Youth Facilities build.

• September / October 2014 - Youth Facilities 
building to be completed.

Please have a look at the drawings which are being
offered to seek Borough Planning Permission.  We are
very keen to hear your views – there is still time and
opportunity to modify the proposal; please offer your
support.
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PC Simon WrightCrimestoppers urges the public to nail metal thieves     

T
heft of metal is a huge risk to the UK and,
whilst prices remain high and global demand
for metal continues to rise, this crime is big

business and an international problem that will not
disappear on its own.  Costs to the UK economy are
estimated at £770m each year.

Metal theft is the hot topic today.  We read about
incidents in the papers and many of us may well
have felt the impact of metal theft on our day to day
lives; train cancellations from cable and track theft,
loss of phone and internet connection, school
closures.  However, awareness of metal theft is only
part of the battle.  In order to stop criminals
continuing to disrupt our lives we all need to be
proactive, vigilant and to report our suspicions
quickly.  

Police Forces in the South East recently introduced
a scheme named Operation Tornado, working
together to target metal theft.  There is also new
legislation which came into effect on 1st October
2013 to make it harder for thieves and
unscrupulous scrap dealers to do their business
unlawfully.  A licence will be required by operators
wishing to sell scrap metal, no cash payments are
permitted and any scrap should be fully traceable.
It will also make it easier to trace any person who

sells metal to
Scrap Metal
Merchants
and will help
to remove and prosecute dealers of stolen metal.  

As a Force we are committed to reducing metal
theft in Hampshire and Isle of Wight.  Operation
Tornado aims to target unscrupulous dealers rather
than inhibit legitimate businesses.  However, we
still need intelligence from the public to tackle this
crime from all angles.  For example, if you have a
skip on your drive which is suddenly attracting
people who start rummaging and taking any metal
items, please tell us.  People on the roof of the local
school who clearly aren’t there to repair it?  Tell us.

To pass on information about metal theft or any
crime anonymously, Crimestoppers can be
contacted online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org, or by
calling the 24/7 anonymous 0800 555 111 number.
Whichever form of communication you choose, no
one will know you gave information – unless you
tell them yourself!

Who’s stealing metal from homes, schools and
churches?  Cable from railways?  Who’s a crooked
metal dealer?  Tell us 0800 555 111.

Classified Advertisements

Well qualified, very experienced Piano Teacher of all
ages, especially young children and beginner adults,
unexpectedly has two vacancies. 100% pass rate in

ABRSM Examinations to Grade 8 and many Festival
winners.  Tel 01256 886292

To advertise in this classified section and
reach 2000 homes in and around Bramley

for as little as £2 per line. Contact: 
Joan Shadwelljoan@kiyomizu.plus.com  or

visit www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

The Bramley Magazine is produced as 10 editions
(July/August & December/January are one issue).
Advertisers are encouraged to pay annually for a
monthly advert, although a pro rata sum can be
agreed for part of the year.  The magazine year
begins in September.  We would like to build up
our 'small ads' or "classified" section.  See contact
details on page 1.

Information to be included in the village calendar
and contact details should be sent directly to
Rachel Holland, please.

How to advertise 
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I
hope that you were all able to complete the
Local Plan consultation forms and submit
your comments to the Borough Council.  I

have had reports that the forms were confusing
and hard to complete – whether on or off line.  I
would welcome your comments on how you
found the process so that I can feed this back to
the council.  I hope to have received some
feedback on comments by the time that you read
this article.

The breaking news this month is that the
developers, Croudace, have appealed against the
Razor’s Farm planning application (in the south
of the parish) on the grounds that the Borough
Council have not made a decision within the
allocated time frame allowed for planning
matters.  This means that the application will
now be determined by a planning inspector.  The
application will still go to Development Control
for the Council to make a decision (leaving the
issue of appeal to one side), so that the inspector
will have the Council’s position laid out.  I find
the actions by Croudace rather disappointing as it
is they that have been working with officers to
amend their application – still in the process of
submitting their changes and addressing issues
that had been raised by the officers.

We are facing this challenge by developers as the
delay to the local plan, due the Manydown fiasco,
has meant that we are open to such attack.  If we
had planned to use Manydown, as its purchase
intended, for a greater number of homes, then
the north east of this borough would not be faced
with such major problems.  Developers are using
the current government’s policy of favouring
development over the local community needs,
such that we risk each potential development
being done in isolation – only funding the
infrastructure required of each individual site
and missing the whole greater picture – just what
the Local Plan was for!

Some good news is that the money that the
government gives authorities for building homes
(New Homes Bonus) was agreed by full council in
October, to be used for community projects on a
pro rata basis – based on the number of homes
each community has had within the last few
years.  So Bramley will now have an extra source
of funds available for future community projects.

I
n the last month, I’ve continued to drive
forward the regeneration of Basingstoke.  Hot
on the heels of the news that Waitrose and

John Lewis are coming to our town, I turned the
first sod for a new Network Rail development at
Basing View.  This new centre will control all the
signalling for South West Trains and will provide
training to Network Rail staff from across the
country – excellent news for our local economy.
This helps us make the case that Basingstoke is a
good place to base a business, which, in turn,
gives us the ability to call for greater
infrastructure investment.

This is exactly what I did at Conservative Party
Conference at the beginning of October.  I made
the point that no significant development should
come without real infrastructure improvements.  I
also suggested that areas that are positioning
themselves for economic growth should be able to
get infrastructure improvements up front.  These
points were well-received but we shall have to see
what is possible, especially on the latter, in a
world where there is not much money around!

A first step was the creation of ‘New Homes
Bonus’, where HM Government said that the parts
of the country that had had new houses built
should have additional funding to, amongst other
things, pay for infrastructure.  The Borough of
Basingstoke and Deane has built a significant
number of new houses, so we have accrued some
of this funding.  It has been my mission to ensure
that some of this is spent in the communities like
ours that have actually experienced the effects of
more housing – and I am pleased to say that I
have been successful in doing this. 

Despite some opposition from Labour and
Independent Councillors, the Council agreed to
my report and recommendation that a ‘Local
Infrastructure Fund’ should be set up, here in
Basingstoke and Deane.  This means that Bramley
and Sherfield – alongside Basingstoke and other
parts of the Borough that have experienced
development – will, in the near future, be able to
secure funding for small infrastructure
improvements.  A separate fund has also been
ringfenced for ‘Borough-wide improvements’ such
as forthcoming changes to M3 Junction 6.  More
details to follow in due course!

As ever, if I can assist you in any way, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Views from our Borough Councillors
Councillor Chris Tomblin Councillor Ranil Jayawardena

email: - ranil@nehc.org.uk

phone: 01256 636500 

email: - cllr.chris.tomblin@basingstoke.gov.uk

phone: 01256 880558
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Village Calendar - November 2013

Contact details for village clubs and organisations
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CNM Financial Services

Need an Accountant?

CNM Financial Services are a proactive
firm of local accountants offering real time
assistance to companies and individuals

■ Self-Assessment (including landlords)

■ Help with the new child benefit rules

■ Accounts preparation for Sole traders 
through to Limited companies

■ Real time business information using 
live accounting

■ VAT returns, PAYE, Business startup 
advice and much more!

www.cnmfinancialservices.co.uk

Fixed fees & Free initial consultation
Contact Chris for more information on
chris@cnmfinancialservices.co.uk or 01256 371549
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windows • doors • porches •
soffits • rooflines • cladding

• conservatories • garage
conversions

No deposit
No hassle
Energy ‘A’ Rated
10 year Guarantee
Payment on completion

Excellent service, good products, reliable,
friendly and courteous workmen.
Tadley Customer, January 2011

0800 026 46 42 or 0118 970 1770

www.rainbowdoubleglazing.co.uk

1992-2013
Your truly local double glazing company

Why take a
chance?

For a free no-obligation quotation please call FREEPHONE: 

20 successful years
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