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Welcome to our bumper Christmas and New Year edition!  We have
plenty of Christmas events to tell you about, along with reports of
village news and views.  This is our fourth edition as a free magazine to

every household in Bramley and Little London, and we’re doing our best to make
it even better.  We aim to reflect village activities and show the wealth of
opportunities we have in Bramley, along with the rich diversity of skills and
talents.  Our aspiration is to distribute a mostly colour magazine of at least 32
pages by September 2014.  

Nearby villages pay for their magazines through advertising, and there is no doubt
that Bramley can do the same.   This magazine costs upwards of £7,500 a year to
produce.  Current income is from adverts contracted on an annual basis in June
2013; current prices reflect the more restricted circulation of the parish church
magazine.  Whilst the current income just covers the cost, there is an opportunity
next year to raise the prices in line with the quality and calibre of the magazine,
which may give us an opportunity to add some colour pages.  The Steering Group
did not want to wait until September 2014 to improve the quality of the magazine.
With the help of a £500 contribution from Bramley parish council, agreed in
November 2013, we should be able to deliver some improvements earlier.  From
next September our aim is to make the magazine self-funding and mostly colour,
which will cost approximately £11,000 per annum.  

Feedback is always welcome.  Have you looked at the village calendar and contact
list at the back of the magazine?  Is your club or society there and are the details
up to date, and as you would like them shown?  Please tell us.  Have you written a
short report on your organisation, or an article on a topic of interest to Bramley
and Little London residents?  We’d love to hear from you.  Easy reading is the
intention, so 300 words are enough for an account of a village event, with 500 the
maximum.  Photos are welcome too, and we hope to introduce colour pages soon,
to show them off properly.  Are there any gaps to be filled or community groups
not catered for?  Your suggestions would be most welcome.

There are changes afoot in Bramley, at the church, in the school, in the
community at large.  You can read all about it in The Bramley Magazine.  You can
also make your mark by taking part and helping to organise activities.  This
magazine will need an editor next April, ideally a team of editors to share the load.
Could you be that person or one of the team?  

It remains to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year!  

EditorialThe 
Bramley
Magazine
for Bramley and 
Little London
December 2013 & January 2014

Cover photo by Paul Moulton
http://paulmoulton.com/

Material for the February
2014 issue to be sent to the
Editor as soon as possible and
no later than Friday 17th
January.

Our Christmas Services
ST JAMES’S CHURCH, BRAMLEY

Sunday 8 December
3.00pm Christmas Sing-Along, with SingBramley, 

our Community Choir

Sunday 22 December
6.00 pm  Carol Service

Tuesday 24 December – Christmas Eve
5.00 pm Crib Service

11.30 pm Midnight Communion

Wednesday 25 December – Christmas Day
10.30am Christmas Family Communion

ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH, LITTLE LONDON
Sunday 15 December
6.00 p.m.Carol Service
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Why are we changing the service
pattern?

1st   Advent Sunday

9.00 Holy Communion – Bramley

10.30 Parish Communion – Bramley

8th Second Sunday of Advent

9.00 Holy Communion – Bramley

10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – Bramley

3.00pm Christmas Sing-Along, with 
SingBramley, our Community Choir
-  in the church

15th     Third Sunday of Advent

9.00 NO Holy Communion – Little 
London

10.30 Parish Communion – Bramley

6.00     Carol Service – Little London

22nd     Fourth Sunday of Advent

8.00 Holy Communion (1662) – Bramley

10.30 NO Family Service – Bramley

6.00pm Carol Service – Bramley

24th Christmas Eve

5.00pm Crib Service (children invited to 
take part in preparation during the 
day: see separate notice)

11.30pmMidnight Holy Communion

25th Christmas Day

10.30 Christmas Family Communion

29th  First Sunday of Christmas

9.00 No Holy Communion – Little 
London 

10.30 Parish Communion - Bramley

Church diary for December 2013

5th   Epiphany

8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – 
Bramley

10.30 Matins – Bramley

12th First Sunday of Epiphany

10.30 Holy Communion – Bramley (NB, 
no 9.00 am service)

19th Second Sunday of Epiphany

9.00 Holy Communion – Little London

10.30 Family Service – Bramley

26th Third Sunday of Epiphany

10.30 Holy Communion – Bramley (NB, 
no 9.00 am service)

In January, a new pattern of
services

2nd    Presentation of Christ

8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – 
Bramley

10.30 Matins – Bramley

9th Fourth Sunday before Lent

10.30 Holy Communion – Bramley

And into Februay

The retirement of the Rev’d Bob Politt at the
end of October means that our ministry
team has lost a full-time ordained

clergyman.  Until his replacement joins us, which
we hope will be in the summer of 2014, the
responsibility for leading Holy Communion and
baptising babies (both of which are restricted to
ordained clergy) around the whole benefice
(Sherfield, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye,
Bramley and Little London) will need to be borne
by the Rev’ds Sammie Armstrong and John
Lenton, neither of whom is full-time.  

Because Sherfield, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield
Saye are without their parish priest until Bob’s
successor is in place, the Bramley PCC generously
agreed that Bramley and Little London should
bear the brunt of the changes that are needed, in
order to spread our resources most effectively
across the benefice.  

The new pattern of services will generally be as
follows until further notice:
First Sunday

8.00 Holy Communion 

(BCP, 1662)

10.30 Matins

Second Sunday
No 9.00

10.30 Holy Communion

Third Sunday
9.00 Holy Communion 

– Little London 

10.30 Family Service

Fourth Sunday
No 8.00

10.30 Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday
8.00 Holy Communion 

– Little London

10.30 Morning Worship
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On Reflection… John Lenton

I'm writing this on the way home from the
Alumni Reunion we've just been attending
in Romania at the University where the

two of us served for some eleven years before
coming to Bramley. 

It has been a remarkable couple of days.
Much of the time has been spent in the
company of about 70 graduates from the
Christian Business School of which I had the
privilege to be the founding Dean.  And what
a joy it was to see what has been happening!  

Those young, inexperienced - but eager and
ambitious - graduates that I saw and taught
through their undergraduate years have
become a group of confident, savvy managers
across a variety of different organisations.
Some are middle-level executives or
department heads in large firms, such as
Ernst & Young in Bucharest; a few are CEOs
of foundations or smaller businesses; some of
them run their own businesses.  One of our
graduates has just been appointed Financial
Controller for the Romanian subsidiary of a
major German car maker.  A young woman I
remember as a timid, withdrawn mouse in
her first year at the Business School grew
remarkably in her self-confidence during her
time at the School, after she was given a little
responsibility.  Today she is the Executive
Director of a charity employing 70 people,
which educates and trains Roma children.

These, of course, are the sorts of things that
any educational establishment would want to
see as outcomes from their investment in the
students who have been through their hands.
But as we interacted with our graduates,
there was an even deeper bond that linked us
with them and them with one another: our
shared faith in Jesus Christ as the One who
has done all this – but also to Whom they
and we are accountable.  

It showed itself in the discussion groups and
Q&A sessions we had over the course of the
weekend.  “Is it possible to survive in
business in this country if you operate
ethically?”   “Can you still make a profit here
if you declare all your income to the tax
authorities?”  Questions which were
answered definitively by one of them: “There
can be no other way for us than the upright
way!”  It showed itself in the way that people
were willing to join together in praying out
aloud for each other, for the University, and
for their country which has been hit so hard
by the economic crisis of recent years.

Here in the UK, many people are worried that
we shall have an influx of Romanians and
Bulgarians after the 1st January 2014 – and
of course, that is a possibility.  Their
countries are struggling.  But if they could all
be like our graduates from Emanuel
University, we’d have nothing to worry
about!  However, I doubt that many of them
will be coming our way; they are committed
to staying in Romania to help make it a
better place.

A conversation that remains in my mind,
though, was with a man, now in his thirties,
who graduated in the Class of 2002, the very
first class of business students admitted.
Last week, he was riding a motor scooter to
an appointment and came off the machine,
breaking his arm and doing some severe
damage to a nerve in his arm, not to mention
concussion because he wasn’t wearing a
crash-helmet. 

In the ambulance on the way to the hospital,
he told me, the words kept repeating in his
head over and over, “God is good… God is
good all the time.”  Without denying the
truth of that statement, I said, why did he
think it kept running through his mind at a
time like that?  

He explained: “For months and months, I
have been conscious of giving very little time
to God.  What with heavy work commitments,
a young and growing family, and lots of other
demands, I just never stopped still long
enough to listen or speak to God.  And now,
as I headed for hospital, knowing I would be
immobilised and unable to rush around for a
while, I knew He was close.  He’d spared me
from being killed on that scooter, and instead
given me the chance to reconnect with Him.
And ever since, that’s what I’ve been doing –
and it’s been wonderful!”

This Christmas season, as we enjoy all the
festivities, the good food and drink, the
parties and the bulging stockings and the
excited children, how about if we take the
opportunity deliberately to take time out
with God; to read from His Word, the Bible;
to talk to Him about the things in our hearts;
to thank Him for this last year and to ask for
His wisdom and help in 2014?  

And may God bless you and your family
richly this Christmas and throughout the
New Year. 

Keeping the main thing the main thing
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• Professional

• Friendly

• Reliable

• Cheaper
than any
shop

• Free quotes
and samples
to your door

Local Carpet Service
(based in Sherfield)

01256 686229
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Many of the Shell Club children are
still enjoying 'harvesting' the cress
they planted with Emma, and we
hope that when they do they
remember Jesus's parable of the
sower, and how we can provide a

harvest of faith in our own lives from the seed of
God's good news.  Now we've turned our thoughts
to Christmas, and over the last couple of weeks
have been thinking about Zechariah and Mary's
wonderful hymns of praise to the God who keeps
his promises. 

We’re also looking forward to the annual traditions
of our Christmas celebrations, which start with the
magical Christingle service on 24 November.  Ruth
Hunt has written another wonderful, original script
for our crib service at 5pm on Christmas Eve: we're
planning a fun-packed rehearsal time earlier on
Christmas Eve, including games and craft
activities, to make it a really enjoyable and
memorable day for the children.  Do bring along
your children to Shell Club over the coming weeks
if you'd like them to be involved so they can learn
the carols, or if you have children visiting you over
Christmas we'd be delighted to welcome them on
Christmas Eve to take part in this very special
service.  Just let a Shell Club leader know (you can
email Alison at aliandgeorge@btinternet.com) and
we'll make sure they have a part and a costume. 

Remember, we meet every week, joining the
congregation in church at 10.30 before leaving for
our own activities (except on the fourth Sunday of
the month, when we all stay together for a Family
Service).

Shell Club Alison Jones

Bramley 
St James’s Church
Sundays, usually at 09:00am & 10:30am 
See Church Diary for details
www.stjamesbramley.com 
Little London
St Stephens Church 
Usually 3rd Sunday at 09:00
See Church Diary for details
Minister: Rev’d John Lenton, The Vicarage, 
Silchester Rd, Bramley, RG26 5DQ
Tel: 880570 john.lenton@gmail.com
Parochial Church Council (PCC):
Secretary: Mr Arthur Rawlinson 889040
Churchwarden: Miss Priscilla Hungerford 850934
Churchwarden: Mr Geoffrey Twine 881563
Treasurer: Mr Alex Marianos 881665

Church of England Services

Basingstoke
Church of St Bede’s, Popley Way,RG24 9DX
Sunday Mass: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm 
in St Bede’s
Mass usually: Tue, Thu and Sat 9.30 am in St
Bede’s
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX: 
Mass usually: Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30 am in Holy
Ghost Church
Phone 01256 465214 or email 
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information
See http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk/
Tadley
St Michael’s, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG
Saturday Mass: 6.00 pm
Sunday Mass: 9.30 am

Christmas Services

Christmas Eve: St Bede’s Church 
6.00 pm Carol Service
6.30 pm Vigil Service
11.30 pm Carol Service Midnight Mass
Christmas Day: St Bede’s Church
Mass: 10.00 am

Catholic Services
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Perhaps you have
wondered what the
duties of a Church

Warden are.  In a document
prepared by the Legal Office
of the Church of England, the
following responsibilities are
given.  However, I am sure
individual parishes, although
carrying out the duties as laid
down, share these duties with
the Treasurer, Secretary and, of course, the Vicar.  

It should be noted that Church Wardens are the
officers of the Bishop, not the Incumbent or the
PCC.   
The following are the details of the duties:

1. Must be foremost in representing the laity 
and co-operating with the Incumbent.

2. Use their best endeavours to encourage 
parishioners in the practice of true religion 
and promoting unity and peace.

3. Maintain order and decency in the church 
and churchyard.

4. Maintain an inventory of all church goods.

5. During a vacancy in the benefice, the church 
wardens assume responsibility for the 
everyday running of the church.

6. Maintenance and care of the churchyard (ie 
checking that the gravestones are not in a 
dangerous condition).

7. Maintenance and care of the church 
(probably the most important task of the 
church warden’s list of duties).  

8. Maintaining a log book of all actions and 
building works carried out in the church.  

The item listed above cover the main duties of a
churchwarden, however there are other
responsibilities, ie, maintenance of burials, baptisms
and marriage registers; church insurances; payment
of fees; health and safety issues; rotas for church
cleaning, which all come under churchwarden’s
duties.  However, in Bramley these duties are shared
between Treasurer, Secretary and Vicar.  

You will see from the above that a churchwarden’s
life is a busy one, particularly as our church is
around nine hundred years old and a Grade One
listed building.

Anyone for churchwarden?  

What does a Churchwarden do?  Geoff Twine

Church Warden’s Duties and Responsibilities

Choosing a new priest

10

It’s not that long since we waved
goodbye to Bob Politt, as he
headed off to retirement in

Cambridge with Rody, and already
the work has begun to prepare the
ground for the arrival of his
successor.  On November 9th  some
forty members of the churches across
the newly created benefice of
Sherfield-on-Loddon, Stratfield Saye,
Hartley Wespall with Stratfield
Turgis and Bramley met to make
their contribution to the Benefice
Profile, Role Description and Person Specification
– three documents that will be important in the
appointment process for our new priest in charge.

Many of us spoke of the importance of our new
priest-in-charge being active in the local
community, as well as with those of us of all ages
already in our churches; as someone who can work
well with both lay and ordained leaders in the
team, and a very long list of other ideas, too long to

summarise here.  Our list of gifts and
skills was also rather daunting – the
most popular of which included ‘an
active and caring pastor in the
community, visible in all parts of the
benefice’; ‘having a heart for the
Gospel in today’s culture’ and ‘able to
work enthusiastically across all
generations’.

Over coming months the
appointments process will be seeking
to measure three essential ‘Cs’  –

applicants’ calling, competence and the chemistry
between them and us.  There’s a long way to go yet
before we can announce the name of our new
priest-in-charge, but for the moment it’s not too
late to have YOUR say, ahead of the drafting of the
Benefice Profile, Role Description and Person
Specification.  Contact any of the Church Wardens
or the editor of the magazine for details of how to
do this.

Having a say in the appointment of our new priest-in-charge

Karen West
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Clift Surgery News       

Bramley Church of England Primary School           Interim HeadteacherLyn Downes

Dr Nigel FisherDiet and Exercise 
As we move into the festive period and look at
setting new goals for 2014 it is probably worth
looking at diet and exercise.

Physical activity is anything that gets your body
moving.  Being active doesn't have to mean going to
the gym; there are
plenty of other ways
to be active that can
easily fit into your
usual routine 

Most of us know
that regular physical
activity can help
keep our hearts
healthy – and the
good news is that it
can also reduce our risk of cancer.  As well as
helping us to avoid weight gain, research shows
that activity itself has a direct role in preventing
some cancers.  We know that 12% of bowel cancer
cases in the UK could be prevented by people being
more physically active.

Regularly eating or drinking too many calories can
lead to weight gain; just an extra 100 calories a day
can lead to a weight gain of 5kg (11lb) a year!  See
the table for some examples of the calories in
different foods and drinks.

There is a useful calculator on the link below which
calculates the amount of exercise needed to burn
off various amounts of calories  

http://bit.ly/WCRFExerciseCalculator

For instance 3
digestive
biscuits (200
calories) is
45mins of
walking or
20mins of
swimming.

The recommendation is that we do 30mins exercise
per day so make 30minutes part of your everyday
routine.   There are plenty of easy ways to build
activity into your daily routine - like cycling and
walking.  Try getting off the bus one stop earlier or
parking the car a little further away from the shops,
or leave the car behind if you are only going
somewhere local.

The nurses at the surgery are very happy to discuss all
aspects of how to achieve a healthy lifestyle with you.

Calories in different foods and drinks

Bramley Church of England Primary School are
delighted to share the excellent news that
following their Ofsted Inspection in early

November, the school has been removed from the
“Special Measures” category.  

Following the inspection a report is produced.  This
report identifies the rapid improvements made in the
last year, stating that school leaders have proven they
are able to effectively drive and sustain school
improvement. To quote directly from a letter received
from David Hardcastle, the Area Director (Education
and Inclusion), “We have never had a school come out
of Special Measures in such a rapid time and that is
due in large measures to determined leadership and
high expectations. I have informed the Director of
Children’s Services and he is absolutely delighted.”

“We are very pleased that the hard work of the school
staff in raising attainment has been recognised,” said
Lyn Downes, the Interim Headteacher.  “Everyone
involved with the school has pulled together to effect
rapid changes that have impacted positively on
provision for our children”. 

Headlines from the report identify that teaching has
improved, leading to pupils making accelerated
progress and overcoming previous underachievement.

Particular praise is reserved for
the Early Years Foundation
stage, where provision is
judged to be good, with pupils
becoming confident readers
who are well prepared for the
next stage of their education. 

The governors are ensuring the school does not rest on
its laurels, and will be aiming for outstanding status in
the future.  Teaching and learning remain a key focus,
and staff development is ongoing to support this.

“I am so proud of the staff and governors pulling
together and working hard to achieve such rapid
improvement.  I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all the parents for their continued support of the
school, during challenging times.  I want to reassure
the Bramley community that we will continue to work
hard to develop the school’s full potential,” said Nicky
Parker, Chair of Governors.

Councillor Peter Edgar, Hampshire County Council
Executive Member for Education, will officially open
our new classrooms on Thursday 19 December. There
will be a concert “Rock Steady” at 1.30, followed by the
Opening Ceremony at 2.30.  All are welcome. 

11
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Little Apples is
the Bramley
Village pre-

school and we are
open in the Village
Hall on Mondays-
Fridays during time
term.  We are run by
a well-qualified, experienced team of Mums and are
committed to providing high quality care and
education for pre-school children.

This term, the children have enjoyed learning about
animals.  They brought in photographs of their pets
and we had our own vet’s surgery in our role play
area.  When we were thinking about Harvest
Festival we all made and enjoyed delicious
vegetable soup.  In general, we are a healthy eating
setting, enjoying wholemeal bread and plenty of

fresh fruit and vegetables for our morning snack.

Since half term we have learnt about Divali, the
Hindu festival of light, making window lights and
candle holders as well as enjoying dried fruit, a
traditional Divali gift.  Soon we will be beginning
our traditional Christmas celebrations, cooking,
making decorations and learning songs
culminating in our nativity play on 20th December
which will be the end of term.

At the village Advent Fayre on 7th December, Little
Apples will be helping Santa with his grotto and
would love to see lots of children there.

New families are always welcome so if you would
like a visit please call to arrange a convenient
appointment.

Registered Charity No. 1045353  

Tel: 01256 886408 Email manager@littleapples.org

The Bramley Scout Group
are again offering a local
Christmas Card Delivery

Service this year. 

Our post boxes will be located at
Sherfield Shop, Bramley Bakery,
Clift Meadow Surgery and the
Bramley Village Hall from 2nd
December – 13th December.

We will deliver to the residents
of Bramley or Sherfield-on-Loddon (excluding

Sherfield Park).  Just post any
cards into one of the boxes along
with a donation of not less than
10p per card (in a separate
envelope).  Please ensure that you
have written the full name and
address (including postcode) of
the recipient on the envelope and
seal it down.

Our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts will
then deliver the cards (with some parental help) in
time for Christmas. 

Yes! It’s Phyl again, and what do I
want?  Well, first I want to thank all
who dropped their donations into

my box at Sainsburys, Tadley, on
September 27th.  Also for your cheery
chat as I stood there on my own; my
"support team' did not turn up.  We
usually collect in pairs; I was feeling
pretty lonely.  More helpers are needed
on the Fund Raising Team.  Could you
join us please?  Not necessarily at
Sainsburys as there are opportunities at
other venues.   The choice will be yours.
It’s easy.  Just call Helen on 01256
848851 and perhaps you can join me next year.  By
the way, it was a good day on September 27, raising
almost a thousand pounds.

LIGHT UP A LIFE

The news is that this year the service for
the "Light up a Life" appeal will be held at
6pm on December 8th at Castle Square,
The Malls, Basingstoke and not at St
Michael’s Hospice where work is going
on. Everyone is welcome to attend, do
come along.

USED POSTAGE STAMPS

My last request is the usual one for this
time of the year, to please save your used
postage stamps.  Leave a generous border
as you cut them from the envelopes and

let me have them or drop them into any of the
Hospice Shops.  They represent income to St
Michael’s funds.  Many thanks.

Christmas Card Delivery Service

St Michael’s Hospice - Help wanted!  

Little Apples of Bramley   Jo Whatley

Phyl Davies 

Bramley Scout Group
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PCSO James RickabyPolice Report
VISIBILITY.
As the Winter season has now set in, and there is
less light during the day I want to remind everyone
about the need to stay visible on or near the road.  I
see many cyclists in and around BRAMLEY,
wearing dark clothing, no high visibility aids and
no lights!  It is an offence for cyclists to use their
bicycle between sunset and sunrise without any
lights, and they are liable to receive a Fixed Penalty
Notice of £30 if doing so.  However, Hampshire
Constabulary have introduced the ‘Cycle Defect
Rectification Scheme’ which allows Police Officers
to issue the cyclists with a ticket that requires them
to purchase a set of lights at an approved cycle
shop, which is then stamped and signed at the shop
so the cyclists can return the ticket to the
Magistrates Court and hear no more about the
incident.  The cyclist can still opt to pay the £30
penalty, or attend court, but the Police can now
make an impact on improving cyclist safety
through this scheme.

Although there is no requirement to do so, I would
recommend that if you or your family regularly
walk in and around Bramley in the hours of
darkness or dusk, either commuting from the train
station or picking up or dropping off the children at
Bramley Primary school, then please consider
wearing a ‘Hi-Viz’ vest.  Due to the lack of street
lights in Bramley, this will add to your safety whilst
on or near the roads. 

CRIMINAL DAMAGE.
There have been three incidents over the last two
months, whereby damage has been caused to either
visiting or residents’ vehicles.  All three incidents
were in separate locations in Bramley, and
comprised differing damage.  There is no indication
to show that these vehicles had been targeted
deliberately, and no persons were seen around the
vehicles prior to the damage, but please could I ask
that all residents remain vigilant and report any
suspicious activity to the Police by dialing 101. If
you know any information about any of the damage
that has been caused then please contact me
directly, or if you want to remain anonymous then
please call Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111.

You might be aware that there was an Arson
incident in Bramley, and thankfully the resident
and adjacent neighbours were unhurt by the fire or
smoke caused.  I want to take this opportunity to
reassure all residents that the Police are
investigating this incident, and are treating it as an
isolated occurrence.  If you know any information
that could help the Police with their investigation
then please contact 
DC Sol KORENTENG at Basingstoke CID on 01256 406852.

HOME AND PERSONAL SECURITY.
With Christmas right around the corner it poses

many opportunities for criminals.  The following
crime prevention advice and ideas are designed to
help residents be more aware about the typical
crimes that occur over the festive season, and help
you to protect yourself from becoming a victim of
crime: 

WHEN SHOPPING:
• Make sure your handbag is closed and you 

carry it so a pick-pocket would find it 
difficult to get into without you knowing. 

• Never leave a bag unattended in a trolley, 
even for a couple of seconds. 

• Try and keep wallets in an inside pocket and 
out of sight from a potential pick-pocket. 

• Keep your PIN number confidential. When 
entering your PIN number at a terminal 
ensure no one can see you enter it. 

• Try to pay for items on a debit card rather 
than carrying large amounts of cash.  If this 
is not possible keep cash to a minimum. 

• Before you leave your car, ensure all 
windows and doors are closed and locked. 

• Avoid leaving your purchases and presents 
in your vehicle.  If you must, make sure they 
are not on display, store in the boot and 
make sure the car is locked. 

• Park your car in a well-lit car park, 
preferably one that’s attended or displays 
the Park Mark logo. 

• Think about the item you are buying 
someone; are there any security products 
you could purchase to help them keep it 
safe? E.g. If buying a bike think about also 
giving a decent ‘D’ lock.

AT CASH-POINTS: 
• If you see someone suspicious hanging 

around, cancel the transaction and use 
another cash-point. 

• Before inserting your card have a look at the 
machine to check it looks normal. 

• When entering your PIN number make sure 
others around cannot see. 

• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash; only 
withdraw what you reasonably need. 

• Put your money and your cards away safely 
before leaving the machine.
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AT HOME:
• Don’t leave Christmas presents in view of a 

window. 

• If you are buying or receiving valuable gifts 
such as bikes, mobiles or electrical items 
register them for free at www.immobilise.com 
In doing so you will assist the police in 
returning your property should it be lost or 
stolen. 

• Dispose of present packaging carefully as 
empty boxes left outside can advertise that 
you have goods inside. 

• Refrain from keeping large amounts of cash 
at home. 

• A secure home will reduce the chance of a 
burglary.  Make sure windows and doors are 
locked every time you leave the house.  
Avoid leaving tools and ladders lying around
that could assist someone getting into 
your home. 

• When you go out at night make it appear 
that someone is home.  Draw the curtains 
and leave a light on.  You could always put a 
lamp or radio on a timer switch. 

• Never allow people into your home unless 
you are expecting them or have made 

arrangements with the company 
beforehand. 

• Never buy goods and services at the door or 
give away personal information.

IF YOU ARE GOING AWAY: 
• Check you have locked all doors, windows 

and sky-lights.  If you have an alarm ensure 
it is activated. 

• Inform trusted neighbours and ask if they 
will keep an eye on your property for you 
and collect your post. 

• Use timer switches on lamps and radios so it
looks as though you are home.  Signs of 
occupation help deter intruders. 

• Remember to cancel any deliveries such as 
milk and newspapers. If you have arranged 
for gifts to be delivered and you are not at 
home to receive them, make extra provisions
so that an alternative address or neighbour 
can accept the parcel for you. 

Emergency. As always, please can I ask all residents
to report any suspicious persons, vehicles or
incidents using the 101 telephone number; please
only ring 999 if it is a genuine emergency. 

PARISH WEBSITE.  
Work on the new website is still ongoing.  Our aim
is to make this a useful resource for the parish and
we welcome suggestions for additional features.
Let us know what you would like to see on the
website.  Contact the clerk with your ideas or send a
message via the online contact form.

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF WORLD WAR I AND

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY.  
Plans are now underway to arrange
events to commemorate both the
anniversaries next year.  Councillors
have suggested that poppies be sown at
Pamber Park; an event with a wartime
theme will be held at Pamber Park (the
beacon will be lit and we hope that a
live band will play a selection of music);
there will be a display of information about soldiers
from this parish known to have fallen during the
wars.  The possibilities of holding a film show and a
WW2 re-enactment are also being considered.  If
you have any information about any soldier from
this parish that died during WW1, please contact
the clerk who is gathering details and researching
the war records.  Further details will be in the

Newsletter which will be delivered to all homes in
Little London over the next few weeks.

TENNIS COURTS ST STEPHEN’S: 
If you want some exercise over the winter months,
please remember that Parish Council tennis courts

are available for your use, free of
charge, at The Memorial Hall, Pamber
Heath.  Telephone (0118) 9825587 to
arrange access to the courts.

ST. STEPHEN’S HALL:  
The fence that holds up the notice
board has now been repaired and the
foliage cut back, making it easier to
read the notices and posters.  If you
wish to book the Hall, telephone
(01256) 889073.

The next meetings of Pamber Parish Council will be
held at 7.30pm on 9th December 2013 in The
Memorial Hall, Pamber Heath and on 13th January
2014 in St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London.  All
parishioners are welcome to attend.   (01256)
882571. Website www.pamber-pc.gov.uk

E.A.Knight, Parish Clerk Pamber Parish Council Notes for Little London
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We met on
November 13, a
lovely sunny

morning and a "full house"
with twenty-one turning up
for lunch.  Numbers are
increasing all the time but
our capable cook Judy always copes.  The early
helpers had got the chairs and tables all set up.
What an attractive welcome as members gradually
arrived on foot or by voluntary transport.  Tea and
coffee were served by Val and June.  Greetings were
exchanged and the readers among us selected new
books for the month.  All were settled and Gill
distributed her Quiz.  This was a tough twenty-two
series of worldwide geography questions but
members enjoyed the challenge.  

Remembering the terrible storms and floods which
have affected part of the world Gill suggested that

the Club made a collection for the Philippine
Disaster Fund and this was welcomed as an
opportunity to do something for those in such
distress.   The Club donation amounted to fifty
pounds.  There was a sale of Judy's handmade
Christmas cards and then lunch was served.   This
month's treat was chicken breast in lovely cream
sauce, potatoes and vegetables and delicious treacle
sponge and custard followed.

Over cups of coffee notices were given out with the
December meeting being our traditional Christmas
lunch.  Visitors would be invited.  Each member
could bring their own personal greetings cards to
be "posted" in the Club box and a single gift to go in
Santa's lucky dip sack.  Everyone made their way
home looking forward to the next meeting on
December 11.  For information, please contact Pat
on 01256 882441
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Phyl Davies Bramley Lunch Club

Jill was hostess for the
October meeting at North
View and over a dozen

members assembled.  The wool
situation is now very good.  In
fact it can be said we seem to be
"in the pink".  Thank you to
Karen who delivered to me that mammoth ball of
pale pink double knitting.  

Edna had received a grateful acknowledgement

from Zimbabwe.  They had also received many
items from the New Forest Show in a variety of
colours and sizes, and commented on the expert
work.  How good to know how much this work for
their children is appreciated.  Then the needles
keep clicking away, pink and purple, plain and purl,
quite a lot of chatting too until time for a break as
Jill brings in her lovely apple cake and tea.   Thank
you Jill, what a lovely hostess!  For future venues
please contact Edna on 01256 880368

This month we made Christmas Stars with
beads which were most effective; we all had
a good laugh with beads going everywhere,

but there were some very pretty ones which will
look great on their Christmas tree.  We had a
couple of visitors from Sherfield, also some ladies
who were visiting a Bramley member.  We ended
the evening with a raffle and refreshments.

Bramley Belles are busy rehearsing for their
performance at their party in December.  
If anyone would like to come please do not
hesitate to
contact our
President
Anne Porter
on 01256 881691;
you would be
most welcome.
The date is
Thursday 12th
December starting at 7.45pm in the main hall of
the Village Hall. 

Phyl Davies Bramley Knitting Circle

Jane Ma�hewsBramley WI How to contribute and advertise 
December is the fourth month that the Bramley
Magazine has had a community wide free
distribution to Bramley and Little London.  The
magazine is mostly paid for by advertising - 60% of
the space is for content.  We encourage all groups
and organisations within the community to
contribute reports and articles.  We also welcome
items from individuals, who are invited to send in
articles on matters of interest to Bramley and Little
London.  Many contributors are regulars whilst
others are occasional or seasonal.

The Bramley Magazine is produced as 10 editions
(July/August & December/January are one issue).
Advertisers are encouraged to pay annually for a
monthly advert, although a pro rata sum can be
agreed for part of the year.  The magazine year
begins in September.  We would like to build up
our 'small ads' or "classified" section.  See contact
details on page 3.  Information to be included in
the village calendar and contact details should be
sent directly to me at
editor@bramleymagazine.org.uk
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New Nursery Opening Soon… www.mydaisynursery.com

Adver�sement

Daisy Nursery is
proud and excited
to be opening a new

setting in the beautiful
village of Bramley in
January 2014. At Sunshine
Daisy Nursery we have
spent four years running a
premium nursery in the

heart of the Hampshire countryside. Being graded
“Outstanding” from Services for Young Children
three years in a row, winning local business awards
and enjoying meeting and becoming part of so
many families has shown us how much we love
what we do and how unique we are as a provider.
We are delighted to be able to take this experience
and knowledge into Bramley and open our second
setting, Butter Daisy Nursery in the renovated 17th
century dairy barn on Minchens Lane. We have
designed the barn to incorporate both large open
spaces and smaller cocooned spaces for the
children’s play and learning areas with stable doors
leading out to our secure and special garden.

Butter Daisy Nursery will be opening in January
but we are taking bookings from interested parents

and carers now. We will be inviting people to visit
the setting during December for an opportunity to
meet our Early Year’s Co-ordinator Claudia and our
Nursery Manager Julia, and get a chance to see and
hear first-hand about the types of things we get up
to and what makes us so special. Don’t worry you
won’t have to bring your wellies for this visit! We
also have lots of information on our website
including our fees, menus and opening times as
well as some photos of us in action and full contact
details for both of our
settings.

We are really looking
forward to being part of
your community and hope
our little nursery and pre-
school will be a welcome
addition to the village –
please give us a wave
when you see us out and
about in our yellow tops.
We look forward to
meeting you and your
children.

The clocks went back recently, and the extra
hour in bed was very welcome!  What a pity
that then leads to dark evenings, dark

mornings and Christmas!  As the darkness can
make life so much easier for would-be thieves,
motorists are being reminded to avoid leaving any
valuable items in their vehicles.

Even though they are cheaper than ever, SatNavs are
still a villain’s favourite – and especially with
Christmas just around the corner.  The tell-tale circle
on the windscreen left by the plastic sucker may be
enough to have the car broken open.  Even a plastic
bag on the back seat can be tempting.  It may only
contain your children’s school things and leftover
packed lunch, but the villain does not know that
until he breaks in. 

Cars are now far more hi-tech than ever.  However,
glass will still break just as easily as 30 years ago, so
it only takes seconds to get in and out of a vehicle.
Loose change, sunglasses, a forgotten mobile phone,
or a nice jacket on the back seat are all an open
invitation to the would-be thief.  Laptop and
notebook/tablet computers are all getting smaller
and lighter, and very easy to forget and leave in a car
by accident.

You may have got a nice new phone as a free upgrade
from your provider, however a replacement handset
can actually cost several hundred pounds if you don’t

have it insured and your contract isn’t due for
renewal.

Please look after your valuables and take them out of
your vehicle whenever possible.  Thieves know that
handbags are often concealed under the front
passenger seat, so don’t be surprised that ‘your’
hiding place has been compromised!  It is also
possible for a thief, given enough time and
inclination, to get into the boot of a car.  Although
using the boot will slow a would-be intruder down,
leaving valuables overnight in a vehicle is not ideal.

If you have a works van, which simply isn’t practical
to empty every night, please consider additional
heavy-duty locks, a good alarm system, and security
mark your tools so they can be traced if the worst
should happen.

Remember, replacing your glass can be an expensive
job as insurance excesses have increased over recent
years.  Your contribution to the cost of a broken
window (if this is covered on your insurance policy)
could be as much as £100 – a lot of money before
you’ve even started replacing your stolen items. 

If you’ve information about any crime, please call
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111, or log on to
www.crimestoppers-uk.org and remain anonymous.
You can also follow me on twitter @HantsCrimestopp
for regular updates.

Crimestoppers -Theft from cars PC Simon Wright.
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In the month of October, the Steering Group
continued to analyse the recent
questionnaires and is now starting to prepare

policies to achieve the objectives of the
Neighbourhood Plan.  Environmental studies are
being prepared on the different sites identified by
the group for housing developments, taking into
account the results of the survey completed by
residents as to the preferred housing sites.  Once
these are available they will be published on the
web site.

In view of the expected planning application from
Charles Church for 200 houses on Minchens
Lane, the steering group has held a meeting with
representatives of Charles Church to find out
their intentions and to put forward the views of
the community as listed from the surveys.  As has
been reported, the Local Plan on housing, being
presented by Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council, allocates 200 houses to be built in
Bramley, with siting via the Neighbourhood Plan,
which BDBC fully supports.  If the 200 house
planning application goes ahead, then it will go
through the normal planning application
procedure.  Through the steering group we would
hope to be able to influence the developers to
build houses in a style acceptable to Bramley,
with open spaces, such that in the end it is in line
with our Vision, “Maintain Bramley as a rural
Village”.  The NDP cannot stop such
developments at this stage because the developer
is applying before the Local Plan and the
Neighbourhood Plan is in place, and because
BDBC has no 5 year land availability policy in
place.  However, we would hope to be able to
influence their ideas.

That is why we keep emphasising the importance of
Neighbourhood Planning.  If we had a plan in place
now, then the developers would be taking notice
and following the wishes of the community. We on
the group will continue to progress with the plan
because such an application failing, and NDP being
in place, then the developer will not have a second
chance to decide where to build.  Basingstoke and
Deane supports Neighbourhood Planning and they
continue to give us their full support, as does
Bramley Parish Council.  They have acknowledged
our work so far as being in line with their
expectations. 

The minutes of meetings and progress made are
reported on the web site www.bramleyndp.org.uk and
the opportunity is available for comments to be
made.  In early December we are talking with Cllr
Chapman and Highways officers as to the problems
facing Bramley concerning traffic.  We hope to
discuss some solutions we see and to get their
reaction.  Planning Aid is accessing our evidence
base for going forward and we are talking to
Network Rail representatives concerning the level-
crossing barrier down time. 

The Steering Group is doing everything possible to
come up with a Plan that will make life in Bramley
in the future more comfortable.  We have a further
training session with Planning Aid on the 27th
November on Site Assessment and Policy Writing.
Your comments and ideas are essential. Without
them the Plan will not be a serious reflection of the
views of the community as a whole.  Remember our
vision:-

BRAMLEY RETAINS AND ENHANCES ITS
CHARACTER AS A RURAL VILLAGE

COMMUNITY

Neighbourhood Plan Malcolm Bell, Chair of Neighbourhood Planning.

Age Concern Hampshire’s Food & Friendship
service has now been extended to offer
company in Bramley from volunteers at tea-

time.  The Food &
Friendship scheme is
available free of
charge to Bramley
Meals on Wheels
customers who would
like a regular visit
from a friendly
volunteer for at least
half an hour, between
the hours of 11.30am and 4pm.

Food & Friendship Co-ordinator Paul Simmonds

says: “Good food and good company is something
that we all enjoy. It is testament to the dedication
of our volunteers that we are now able to extend

our services in
Bramley to include
home visits over
afternoon tea.”  To
find out more about
the service or if you
are a voluntary
organisation that
already has a
befriending service

and you would like to partner Age Concern
Hampshire, call Paul on 01962 892 455.

Friendship on the menu for older people in Bramley Liz Kavanagh 
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The Parish Council next meets on Monday 16th
December in the Bramley Room at the village
hall. Our meetings are open to the public and we

publish the agendas and minutes on the Village Notice
Boards and website:  www.bramleypc.co.uk.

In this Magazine the PC will update you each month on
some key issues - various projects and events which are
impacting the community.  We won’t necessarily cover
every event, however more information is available on
the PC website and other linked sites.  You can also send
the Parish Clerk a comment or question on
bramleypc@hotmail.co.uk or visit the PC twitter
@bramleypc or our Facebook Page ‘Bramley,
Hampshire’.  Sarah Smart has decided to change jobs
and therefore we are advertising for a new Proper
Officer to the council – if you feel you are qualified and
available please contact me or Sarah.  Each month I use
this space to update you on topics of interest; this
month I consider parking restrictions, new allotments,
the youth club and the plan for a new electronic booking
system.

PARISH CLERK MOVES ON.
Last week I was offered the resignation of Sarah Smart
as our Parish Clerk and the Proper Officer to our
council.  Sarah is to take up a new post working for the
Citizens Advice Bureau – she has agreed to support the
December Parish Council Meeting on 16th December as
part her expected handover.  I hope you agree with me
that she has been a great servant to Bramley and has
been responsible for some significant improvements –
she will be greatly missed. 

Sarah joined Bramley Parish Council in June 2010; she
settled quickly into her role and began to bring her
extensive knowledge of her role and of IT into our lives;
she was a quick learner and a sound advisor.  Sarah has
been working in Bramley during a busy and challenging
period; she has worked with three different Chairmen
and many Councillors.  Sarah leaves the Parish Council
with a robust set of ongoing projects which will deliver
enhanced capability to the community; she leaves us
with a prize winning website and a strong
communication plan which will enable the village to
grow together.  May I, on behalf of all residents of
Bramley, offer Sarah our thanks and best wishes for the
future.

WHERE TO PARK IN BRAMLEY.
We are all aware of the need to find
sufficient parking spaces for rail
passengers and visitors to Bramley
whilst preserving our village.  During
the autumn a number of residents
have aired concerns over the impact
and unintended consequences of
new on-street parking restrictions.

On Wednesday 20th November the B&DBC Project
Officer (Barry Ford), Richard Wood and myself met
residents in Longbridge Road and Coopers Lane.
During a two hour visit we heard the concerns of many
residents and had a number of open discussions; Barry
explained the processes being followed and the possible
solutions.  I am delighted we were able, on each
occasion, to find a proposal that was acceptable to
residents and achievable within a reasonable
timeframe.  The outcome is we have agreed a number of
minor adjustments to the parking controls in the
affected areas; a significant change is agreed in
Longbridge Road with additional lines being agreed to
deter parking on both sides of the road around a major
bend.  Barry Ford has agreed to propose the agreed
changes; he will plan to find the funds and to task the
completion ideally by Christmas but more realistically
within three months.    

Barry Ford briefed us on the planned parking restriction
around the primary school; these are part of a larger
permanent plan which covers a number of rural
communities in the Borough.  The package of measures
has, as a whole, still to be agreed; Barry is optimistic the
additional markings in Bramley should be completed by
mid-February 2014.  We also discussed the central
white lines on the C32.  Barry agreed to speak to his
counterpart in HCC to ask them to arrange for the
removal of the white lines from the One Stop Shop back
to the entrance of Jibbs Meadow and also to remark the
keep clear signs on the C32 opposite Longbridge Road.

BRAMLEY ALLOTMENTS.
If you ever use the footpath near
St Jame’s Church you may have
noticed that we have a couple of
vacant plots at the allotment site.
Even though we have a long
waiting list, we won’t be letting
these plots out again because of
the proposals to extend the burial
ground in the near future.  We
know the empty plots have
become a bit overgrown and once
the weather is behind us we have somebody organised
to get them tidied up.

Meanwhile, we have been making progress into the idea
of developing some additional allotments near
Bullsdown Farm – land offered to us for allotments by
the Borough Council.  We are still working through
some plans and ideas and we’re in the middle of that
delicate balancing act we always face with such projects
– getting the job right without pushing the budget!  We
are planning to create 8 half sized plots and a further 16
quarter sized plots within the site.  This would give as
many people as possible an opportunity to have a space
to grow, as the waiting list is now more than 30 people.
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We are now considering such things as parking areas,
protecting the site from travellers, and suitable access
into the site from the road.  Once these problems have
been solved we will publish the plans and apply for
planning permission to develop the site.  We will also
arrange some drop-in sessions to show the plans to
anybody who is interested and get feedback on the
proposals.

You may recall from previous articles that we are very
mindful we do not want to take up all of the open space
at this site as it would not be fair on dog walkers and
others who currently enjoy the green.  The draft plans
we have on the table at the moment are a compromise.
This is one of the reasons we are only creating small
plots – so we can meet the demands of the waiting list
without compromising the open space for the rest of the
community.  Also, a lot of people who are new to
allotment gardening find that a full sized plot is too
much to manage, so we hope that the quarter sized plots
will be useful without being too much of a commitment.

BRAMLEY YOUTH CLUB.
Earlier this year the Parish
Council took over some
responsibility for the youth
club.  Over the summer
months the club met on
Friday evenings at Clift
Meadow and made use of
the multi-use activity area
and the green.  Now the
weather has turned, we have
decided to suspend the club because there is no suitable
indoor place for the young people to meet.   The spaces
we have in the village don’t have suitable facilities, and
enough space to enable youth club property to be stored
which means we can’t coordinate appropriate activity
and buy or acquire new equipment.

You may have heard that we are proposing to develop a
new youth facilities on the Clift Meadow; the Borough
Council have agreed to pay for a youth facility building,
the Clift Meadow Trust (CMT) have agreed to own and
manage it.  The parish council have been project
managing the scheme which is soon to go before the full
Parish Council and the CMT so that they can vote to
agree that the final stages of the project can go ahead.

The great news is that once we have a dedicated
meeting space, with storage, we can begin to build a
vibrant youth club; ensuring there are things for young
people to do in a managed environment.  Once the
building is ready the club can start to meet again on a
weekly or more regular basis.  The money to build the
facility is coming from developer contributions arising
from the German Road housing area, and we are also
looking for grants and other ways to pay for equipment
for the club to use – maybe along the lines of pool tables
and games equipment etc.

The parish council on behalf of the community support
this project.  We look forward to being able to offer the
Bramley Youth Club – and of course other community
clubs and groups - a dedicated place to get together.
Statistics prove that if the youth in an area have
somewhere to go and something to do, incidents of
petty crime such as ASB are reduced.  We are very lucky
to have a great group of young people in Bramley and
they really deserve this facility.  Of course what the club
also needs is support – once the building is built we will
be calling for volunteers to help manage and run the
facility!  Once the youth club is open the Parish Council
have agreed to continue funding a trained youth worker
to manage activities.

VILLAGE FACILITY BOOKING SYSTEM. 
Do you have a child’s birthday
party to organise?  Are you a
member of a club or society
who wants to meet regularly?
Maybe you’d like to arrange a
surprise gathering for a
retirement party or a leaving
do?  Would you know where
in Bramley you can book –
and who to contact to make
arrangements?  Bramley has a few great venues to offer,
and at present various groups work hard to provide and
maintain these for the community.  But we know that
not everybody knows where in the village you can hire –
at excellent rates – for a special occasion or regular
event.

The Parish Council have representatives on the Village
Hall and Clift Meadow Trusts as well as the Church
Council who manage the Cross House facility; we have
begun discussing ways the various organisations within
the village can come together to make things work
better – both for the community, and to reduce the
workload for the volunteers.  We are planning an online
calendar and booking facility so you can see which
venues can accommodate your event and when it’s
available.  Keeping our facilities open and maintained
costs money - and income from hiring them out keeps
them viable.  We hope that a booking system, linked to
the parish council website and the village hall website
(which is currently being developed) will begin to bring
the community together and help the facilities remain
viable for years to come.

An electronic calendar will also help everyone to see
what is on if you are looking for a club or group to join.
Are you interested in gardening, singing, slimming, WI
– or the Lighter version?  There are many clubs meeting
regularly in the village and with this new system we’ll
show you when they do!  Both the calendar and booking
system are being researched now; we aim to introduce
the new community service in stages next year.
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Catrina StockwellWe Wish You a Merry Christmas ………..

We wish you a merry Christmas, we wish you a merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 

the village choir, will once again be leading the congregation in a jolly Christmas sing-
along at St James’s church on Sunday 8th December 2013, starting at 3 pm.  With light

refreshments to follow in Cross House, this is the perfect way to really get that Christmassy spirit
started!

If you cannot manage the above (or if you fancy a double dose) SingBramley will be encouraging
much jollity, and flexing of the vocal chords again, at Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall, on 14th

December 2013 starting at 7 pm.  This is a fund-raising event in aid of our charity RadCan.  Tickets
can be bought at The Shop in Sherfield, on-line at tickets@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk or by ringing
01256 880075: £5 for Adults, £3 Children 5 to 16 years, and under 5s free.  There will be a bar for

refreshments, and, of course, a raffle!

So, dust off the Santa hats, tinsel hairbands, and reindeer antlers, and come and join us! 

Paul FlintProbus hears town planning didn’t start with the Romans

This is one of the discoveries made at what
is commonly called the ‘Silchester dig’, at
the important Roman town of Calleva

Atrebatum, the field research project
undertaken by the Archaeology department of
Reading University.  Amanda Clarke, project
director since 1997, spoke at the latest evening
meeting of the Probus Club of Basingstoke. 

Nearly 1100 first year
archaeology students
have worked more
than 102 weeks on
one third of one
Roman “insula” or
block, an area only 55
x 55 metres, on this
site which most
people think of as a
Roman town.

Excavations have shown that the Romans took
over an existing large Iron Age town established
around 40BC, which had clearly defined
buildings in a distinct layout set on the axis of
the winter and summer solstices.  The Roman
grid street pattern was not firmly established
until the second half of the first century and the
surrounding defensive stone wall, which can be
seen today, was built in the third century.

Because there was no running water on site both
the Iron Age and Roman populations sank wells
which the Romans lined with wooden wine

barrels.  The Iron Age
town had trade links
with European
countries that brought
in pottery, olive fruits
and exotic seasonings
from the
Mediterranean area.

The population varied
over the centuries and
it has been calculated
that it was at least 3000 and up to several times
that figure at its peak.  For example the Roman
amphitheatre, built outside the wall, could seat
10,000 people. 

Apart from the usual physical work with a hand
trowel, modern technology is used on the
excavation with computer records and hand
held tablets that can be read in full sunlight
while a drone is used to take aerial photographs
of the site.  The logistics of housing, feeding and
providing for the personal needs of up to two
hundred people on site were graphically
illustrated especially with the solar showers and
fifty seven portaloos.

For more information about the Probus
Club of Basingstoke visit
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or phone

secretary Gerry Anslow on 01256 325253.

BPM_December_January - master_V7.qxp:Bramley Parish Magazine  2/12/13  10:15  Page 23



24

Our November meeting was
a demonstration by Mrs
Alison Gillott.  It was called “Christmas

Calendar”, and all the arrangements depicted a date
in the Christmas period, starting with Stir Up Sunday,
which was a Christmas pudding.  There followed an
Advent ring, then a boot for St Nicholas, Santa Lucia,
a festival of light celebrated in Scandinavia, then the
shortest day of the year.  Next came a Christmas Day
table decoration in pink, a Boxing Day arrangement
in a tissue box ( see photo) and the Epiphany which
featured gold coins to decorate a cake.  Alison
explained the background and meaning of all these
dates, and her talk was both entertaining and
informative.  We all learned something!

This was followed by tea, cake and the raffle.  On 30th
November we have a “Christmas Workshop with
Lunch” at Cross House.  On Friday 6th December we
have our Christmas Buffet party with a Christmas
demonstration by Graham King in Bramley Village
Hall at 7.00 pm.  This is our main fundraiser and all
are welcome.  The cost is £5 for members and £10 for
visitors.  For information regarding the society, please
contact Joyce on 01256 889040.

Bramley and Romans Flower Club   
Eileen Gulston 

Thank You to everyone in the village for   

your gifts ,cards, good wishes & most of all for
helping me celebrate my 75th

With Thanks... Eileen Gulston
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Traffic off the C32 turns too
fast into Minchens Lane;
this coupled with the narrow

width of the western arm of the
triangle leads to vehicles straying
onto the wrong side of the road.
Turning out of the western arm of
the triangle (Minchens Lane
towards the Street westbound) can
be dangerous because of the angle
of the junction.  A possible
solution could involve simply
widening the western arm of the
triangle, however this could result
in even higher speeds.  Alternatively it may be
possible to ‘square up’ Minchen’s Lane to The
Street which would make drivers slow down when
turning in to Minchens Lane and also make it
easier for drivers to exit Minchens Lane.

The pedestrian footway beside the eastern arm
of the triangle ends a bit short of where it
should.  If it were to be extended by
approximately 10m towards ‘The Granary’ then
it would make for a more convenient crossing
location to the existing footway on the western
side of Minchens Lane.

The existing carriageway of Minchens Lane is
predominantly only of a single carriageway

width.  Due to increasing levels
of traffic (particularly when the
level crossing gates are down)
HCC have installed passing
bays at various locations along
its length.  Some of these are in
the wrong locations for inter-
visibility while other informal
ones have been created by cars
running over the verges.
Maintenance is an issue,
particularly where cars have
run over the verge, with large
pot holes being formed.  HCC

occasionally fill these but it seems only ever in
a short term manner.  More, higher standard
passing bays are required along the length of
Minchens Lane but primarily on the
approaches to the narrower sections.  There is
a need for a balanced solution; if Minchens
Lane is improved too much this might
encourage even more traffic to use it, which
would not be welcomed.

HCC are responsible for our roads; report a
pothole, road defect or other highways related
matter to 0845 603 5633 or on the website at:
www.hants.gov.uk/transport 

Transport thoughts about Minchens Lane Councillor Chris Holland

Across
2. An evergreen plant with prickly green
leaves and red berries
7. A food for horses and cattle used by Mary
9. A thing given to somebody
10. A sledge pulled by horses or reindeer
12. A birth of a person
16. Christian festival celebrating the birth of
Jesus Christ
17. Something that adds beauty
20. A deer with large antlers

Down
1. The title of Jesus
3. The husband of Mary
4. One of the three wise men that gave gifts to
baby Jesus
5. Small round fruit
6. A gum used for incense, one of the gifts
that the three wise men gave to Jesus
8. The coming of Jesus Christ
11. A parasitic plant with white berries,
Christmas decoration
13. A yellow precious metal that three wise
men gave to Jesus 
14. The mother of Jesus Christ
15. Birthplace of Jesus Christ
18. The name of Christ
19. A spiritual being acting as a messenger for
God

A Christmas Puzzle
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B
efore the First World War, Alec Symonds had
been a House boy, employed in a gentleman’s
house in Bramley.  His Dad, William, was a

gardener, and he had four younger brothers.  In
1915, at the age of 20, he went to Basingstoke and
enlisted in the 10th battalion the Hampshire
Regiment, which formed part of the 29th Brigade
in the 10th (Irish) Division.   His Majesty the King
saw the
Division on
28th and 29th
May, during
their final
training, and
Field Marshal
Earl Kitchener
inspected them
in Hackwood
Park. 

By the end of
July, they had
arrived on the
Mediterranean
island of
Lemnos, under
orders for
service in
Gallipoli,
Turkey.  The
intention of the Gallipoli campaign was to open a
second front, allowing a supply route to Russia
through the Dardanelles and forcing Turkey out of
the war.  However, it was not to be.  

The terrain was difficult, and Turkish resistance
was fierce.  The 10th Hampshires, as part of the
29th Brigade, were operating with the ANZAC
Corps, and on 6th-7th August they landed at Anzac
Cove.  They took part in the Battle of Hill 60, the
last major battle of the Gallipoli campaign on 21st
August.   Unfortunately, without artillery support
they came under heavy fire from enemy guns.  The

undergrowth
caught fire and
many of the
wounded burnt
to death.  

Alec Symonds
died that day,
and his name is
inscribed on
the Helles
Memorial, a 30
metre high
obelisk on the
tip of the
Gallipoli
peninsula,
overlooking the
Dardanelle
Straits.  He was
20 years old.
Alongside his

name are those of more than 21,000 British and
Commonwealth servicemen who died in operations
on the Gallipoli peninsula in 1915.  Total Allied
losses are estimated at 265,000. 

RFA gunners of 10th (Irish) Division attend a church service at Basingstoke camp.

Note the rows of tents on the hillside. 

Rachel Holland What did my ancestors do for me? 
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Our Chairman Gareth Doust is working nights at
the moment and has asked me to write a few
words and in particular to wish all readers of

the Bramley Magazine a happy Christmas and a
prosperous NY.  Last month Gareth emphasised his
hope and desire to widen the RBL engagement and
contribution within the local community; in particular
to  focus on the coming anniversary of the
start of the 1stWW and how its legacy
impacts even today on our lives and
heritage.

POPPY APPEAL

The Poppy Appeal in our area was a great
success; thanks to the generosity of
thousands of individuals we may have
exceeded our previous record collection.
The Royal British Legion does some fantastic work
supporting ex-service personnel and their families, and
it is vital that our public continue to support us, if we
are to provide the same level of welfare service for
which we have become known.  The attendance at our
local Remembrance Service filled the Church to
bursting – Please see Ian Evett’s report.

MEETINGS

The Branch had a meeting on the 12 November; our

next meeting is 7.30pm on Tue 14th January 2014 in
the Wellington Arms Hotel.

DO WE WANT OR NEED A MEMORIAL FOR BRAMLEY?
Rhydian Vaughan is leading the discussion on the
possibility of the Branch progressing a project to build
a memorial to the fallen in Bramley.  Branch Members

agreed that whilst some public funds might be
available from national and local grants it
would fall on the Branch to lead local fund
raising activities during 2014.

CAN THE BRANCH DEVELOP A PROGRAMME OF

‘OUTREACH’?
The Branch has been inward looking for too
long and needs to reach out and contribute
more within the village and district; we need

to seek new members and increase our social activity.
Lest we forget, we need to share the military sacrifices
of those who lived in this area 100 years ago.  We have
begun to explore with the Primary School Headteacher
how we can give the children an understanding of what
was achieved by their ancestors.

Gareth and all members of the Branch are keen to
encourage more members of the community to join the
RBL; please contact us or come to our meeting in
January.

Chris Holland Vice ChairmanThe Royal British Legion

Ian Eve�Remembrance Service 2013   

The 2013 Remembrance Service was preceded
by a remarkable and unusual event: the
ringing of half-muffled bells.  Tower Captain,

Terry Cooper, arranged this by tying a leather
muffler to one side of the clapper of each of the
eight bells. 

After the wreath laying, the rolls of honour for
Bramley from the First and Second World Wars
and more recent conflicts were read, culminating in
the name of Pte Peter Cowton of 2 Para, who fell in
Afghanistan in 2008.  This was followed by the roll
of honour of the Royal Army Ordnance Corps
which had been based in Bramley.

At 10:59 precisely, the Church reverberated to the
sound of a Chinook from RAF Odiham which flew
directly overhead.  This was the cue for the Last
Post which was beautifully played by David Lee; it
was the signal for the two minute silence, followed
by the Reveille. 

John Lenton spoke in his sermon of a tour of First
World War battlefields and memorials which he
and Ann took earlier this year, in a party organised
by Rhydian Vaughan.  John spoke movingly of the
Thiepval Memorial which carries the names of
more than 72,000 soldiers with no known grave;
and of the graves of 300 soldiers whose identity has

never been established – each bearing the
inscription, "A Soldier of the Great War.  Known
unto God".   

Before the final prayer and blessing, John Ferguson
delivered the Kohima Epitaph:

“When you go home, tell them of us and say,
For their tomorrow, we gave our today.”

The flags were processed out of the Church and, as
the congregation departed, the churchyard again
resounded to the poignant sound of half-muffled
bells.

The congrega�on stands as the names of those from Bramey who fell in the
two World Wars and Afghanistan are read out
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The party season is upon us and the Village
Hall is booked for lots of festive events.
Although the new online booking system is

not in place for the seasonal rush, we hope to have
it set up at the beginning of the year to publicise
activities at the Village Hall, Clift Meadow, Cross
House and other venues, to make it easier to view
bookings and events.  

A meeting of the Village Hall Trust held on 28
October was well attended by regular users.
Having done a wonderful job as the Treasurer of
the Village Hall Trust, Anna Keir is stepping aside
and Philip Lewis has kindly agreed to take over in
the New Year.  A big thank you to Anna for all the
work she has done for us especially as she is busy
with numerous other activities.

Speaking of activities; the piano which was at the
Village Hall for a while has been reclaimed by the
Choir and is back in the Pavilion, so can anyone
come to the rescue with a second hand piano or
keyboard at a reasonable price or as a donation? 
If so please contact the Secretary on 01256 882966.

You may also be aware that Bramley needs
more volunteers for various groups and
activities especially for the youngsters in the
village, so if you can spare a few hours then
do please get in touch and we will do our best
to match you with the right group. 

On a practical note, improvements are to be
made to the car park in the coming months
by providing more gravel to fill the puddles
and create a smoother surface.  In the
meantime the potholes at the driveway
entrance have been filled in and it is
recommended that anyone on foot and with
pushchairs uses the pedestrian entrance
which is concreted and provides smoother
access. 

The next VHT meeting is scheduled for
Monday, 3 February 2014.

Village Hall Trust members are: Richard
Wood, Chair; Anna Keir/Philip Lewis,
Treasurer and Janet Grieve, Secretary. 

Bramley Village Hall Trust   Janet Grieve 

Bramley Show 2013
was very well
attended and it is

hoped next year’s
attendance and number of
entries will be even better.
To encourage more entries
we are publishing the
schedules for some of the
show categories now to
give you more time for
inspiration to start sewing,
knitting, painting and
taking photos.  

Here are the subjects for Handicraft, Photography
and Art from the schedule for 2014.

THE SCHEDULE FOR HANDICRAFT

(ENTRIES LIMITED TO 1 EXHIBIT PER CLASS).
1. Any quilted or patchwork article.

2. An article of embroidery, cross stitch or 
tapestry.

3. A sewn or knitted toy.    

4. Something new from something old.
( A brief description).    

5. An item or set, of jewellery.    

6. An article of handicraft in hard material, 
e.g. cane, wood, metal or pottery. 

THE SCHEDULE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY

(ENTRIES LIMITED TO 2 EXHIBITS PER CLASS, & NOT

PREVIOUSLY EXHIBITED).
1. Historic building or buildings.  

2. Opposites.   

3. Guess the song (titled).   

4. Water’s edge.   

5. Up close

THE SCHEDULE FOR PAINTING OR DRAWING (IN ANY MEDIUM.
ENTRIES LIMITED TO 1 EXHIBIT PER CLASS.  NOT PREVIOUSLY

EXHIBITED).
1. A painting.    

2. Gardener’s delight.    

3. Still life.  

4. A portrait.

Next month we will publish the Children’s
Schedule, the Domestic Schedule & the Floral Art

Bramley Show 2014  Anne Porter, Chair of the Bramley Show Commi�ee  

To advertise in the classified section and reach
2000 homes in and around Bramley for as

little as £2 per line. Contact: Joan Shadwell
adverts@bramleymagazine.org.uk  or visit

www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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Peter HayesFun Day - 7th June 2014

Update: Building on ideas from the Sherfield
Fete Committee, the Planning Group have
allocated roles and responsibilities in key

areas of planning and organisation, to ensure that
next year’s Fun Day will have something for
everyone to enjoy!  At our recent meeting we
looked at the range of refreshments that might be
on offer, including a children’s tea party, which was
one of the highlights of the Diamond Jubilee
celebration in 2012.  In December we expect to
scope out a programme of activities for the day and
look into which stalls and sideshows would be
popular with the community.

We will need to ‘buy in’ some activities and
entertainments from outside the village, and, in
previous years, sponsors have generously helped us
to offset some of these costs.  So, calling local
business people, might you be able to make a
contribution or perhaps donate a raffle prize?  I’m
happy to come and visit to explain a number of
options where your support would be appreciated. 

Please feel free to get in touch about any aspect of
our plans: 07711 643151 or email hysptr@aol.com.  
As usual, it will be great to hear from you!

Jan Miller & Val Monger Short Mat Bowls at the Village Hall 

Jane Ma�hewsBramley Scout Group

So, you think short mat bowls is boring!  
Then you haven't played.  

The Short Mat Bowls Club meet
twice a week in the Village Hall, on
Tuesdays  2.15 - 4.15pm and
Thursdays  7.15 - 9.15pm.

This Club was started
approximately 14 years ago with
the help of lottery funding.  Short
mat bowling is played on a long,
green felt mat.  The object of the
game is to get as near to the ' jack'
(small yellow steel ball) as possible
with your bowls.

We would love to have any new
members join our Club.  We are a friendly group
and play competitively within the Club and not in
any outside leagues.  So all very relaxed - and we

stop at half time for tea and biscuits!  There is no
need for expensive equipment.  We have bowls of
all sizes to suit and our only request is that suitable

shoes with completely flat soles or
indoor slippers are worn to protect
the mats.  There will, of course, be
plenty of help in teaching you how
to play.

New members, young or senior,
male and female are welcome to
join us for two free sessions to see
how they like it. The cost is £2.00
per 2 hour session with an annual
subscription of £15 to cover
insurance.

Contact us on:- 
881424 Vernon Rolfe 
881434 Val Monger  
883344 Jan Miller

Cubs were fire-lighting
and toasting
marshmallows near

Bonfire Night.  One evening
they were poppy making, and
then they attended the
Remembrance Service at 
St Jame’s Church together with
the Scouts.  They are completing their Map
Readers Badge during November, then in
December making Christmas decorations, ending
the term with a Christmas Party.

Scouts are also working towards a couple of
badges:  DIY and Writers and then at the end of
term they are having a Christmas Party.

Classified Advertisements

Well qualified, very experienced Piano Teacher of all
ages, especially young children and beginner adults,
unexpectedly has two vacancies. 100% pass rate in

ABRSM Examinations to Grade 8 and many Festival
winners.  Tel 01256 886292

To advertise in this classified section and
reach 2000 homes in and around Bramley

for as little as £2 per line. Contact: 
Joan adverts@bramleymagazine.co.uk or

visit www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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John Stubbs Mistletoe  

Here’s a plant,
then, with
which we’re

all very familiar – but
still it’s one with quite
a lot of secrets.
Forget about druids,
fertility rites, Norse
legends and the like:
what a load of
rubbish.  But it
certainly is an
unusual piece of
work, and one that
might now be worthy
of a degree of
rehabilitation. 

Part of the problem seems to be that it lives as a bit
of a recluse – hanging out at the top of a tree it’s
not the easiest of subjects for the casual botanist –
how do you see what visits it, or how it affects its
surroundings? 

It is in fact more influential than might have been
expected – and its lifestyle has only lately been
investigated in depth.  It needed a dedicated team
to find a large colony of mistletoe, remove the
plants from measured areas of the trees, then study
how the environment was affected, over a ten-year
period.  The received wisdom had always been that
mistletoe was just a parasite which had to be
controlled, perhaps selling a bit once a year to cover
the costs of removal, but otherwise pretty much
useless.  

The results of the trials, however, were largely
unexpected.  It was shown that the woodland
community suffered substantially when it was
cleared away, with a number of different
influences.  For a start, it’s a significant source of
winter food for birds, nectar and pollen for winter-
active insects, and shelter for a wide range of
animals from birds to squirrels.  It has green leaves

in winter – so to a degree it’s self-supporting rather
than just a parasite, as it photosynthesises its own
nutrients.  When the leaves do fall, they won’t have
been been stripped of useful chemicals as is usual
in the case of trees – hence the litter fertilises and
sustains more insects and plant life under the tree.
The attraction of birds and insects is beneficial to
the trees, increasing diversification and supporting
much more than it damages them.

That said, an old tree much overgrown with
mistletoe will be more likely to succumb to other
infections, so it may need to be controlled: one
problem being that only the fruiting female plants
is harvested, leaving the males to overgrow.  And in
the UK mistletoe very much favours old apple trees,
now in decline, so a few years back it was feared
that it could be seriously threatened as orchards
were reduced.  Not so much a problem now, it
seems, though it does have a limited range and
tends to be seen in the south and midlands more
than elsewhere in the country.

In the UK the berries are eaten primarily by the
mistle thrush and the blackcap, the latter
increasingly happy to overwinter here, rather than
migrating as it used to.  The former is one of the
first birds to nest, starting even in February and
hence needing an early supply of berries – and it’s
quite prepared to adopt and defend a supply source
– not exclusively mistletoe, but it is one of the
relatively few birds to recognise these unusual
white berries as a useful food.  

Both birds help with spreading the seeds.  The
blackcap does it pretty neatly by eating just the
flesh of the berry and wiping the gluey seeds from
its beak on a nearby branch, where they can take
root.  The Latin name of the mistle thrush is turdus
viscivorus (need I translate?) as it eats the sticky
berry whole … but soon gets rid of the remains, just
sometimes onto a suitable branch.  

So, is mistletoe much underrated, or seriously
overhyped?  Bit of both really.

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust events 
December Mon 9 (BD)
Walk at Hosehill Lake Local Nature Reserve, Theale
10.30am-12.30pm 

Walk around Hosehill Lake to see winter wildfowl
and other birds.  Meet at Hosehill Nature Reserve,
Sheffield Bottom, Theale (Map ref. SU 650 698).
For further details please contact Mike Sharman on
01189 816104.  Parking is available behind the Fox and
Hounds pub opposite the lake, RG7 4BE.  Please
bring binoculars.  Lunches are available in the pub.
Suggested donation £2.  Dogs on leads welcome.

January Fri 24 (BD)
Winter Wildlife Walk to Oakley
10.30am-1pm

A 5 mile walk through the varied countryside around
Kempshott and Oakley.  Park on roadside in “No
Through Road” section of Kempshott Lane, left at
end of Heather Way, off A30, RG22 5LY  (Map ref.
SU 601 489). For further details please contact Mick
Hook on 01256 359605 or e-mail hook@hotmail.co.uk.
Please bring binoculars if you have them.  Suggested
donation £2.  Dogs on leads welcome.
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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Bob ChapmanWinter Visitors   

Before the cold weather really sets in, many
birds arrive in the UK from the north and
east to spend the winter. Bob Chapman,

Hampshire Wildlife Trust, identifies some birds
you’re quite likely to see in Hampshire over the
coming weeks.

REDWING

Similar in size and appearance to song thrushes,
redwings are distinguished by the long creamy
stripe
above the
eye. They
like
berries
and can
be seen in
flocks in
hedges in
early
autumn.
Later,
they look
for worms and other invertebrates in open grassy
fields or in the leaf litter in woodlands. If it gets
really cold, they come into gardens to feed on fallen
apples.

BLACKCAP

These plain, grey warblers with a contrasting cap –
black in the male and brown in the female – are an
increasingly familiar sight in our gardens in winter.
Almost all those that spend the winter here do so in
suburban gardens where berry-bearing bushes and
bird feeders provide abundant food. In cold
weather, blackcaps will eat apples and are
reputedly fond of sponge cake.

SISKIN

The increase in nyger seed feeders means that lots
of us now see these pretty little finches in our
gardens in winter. The males can be bright yellow
with darker streaking and a black cap. Often very
tame, it is sometimes possible almost to walk right
up to them on a feeder. Siskins bring a touch of
summery-yellow to brighten up even the dullest
winter day.

LESSER REDPOLL

These small finches have become much more
familiar to many of us in the last 10 years. They
feed on tiny seeds, such as those of birch trees.
Recently lesser redpolls have discovered nyger seed
feeders and are now quite common in gardens,
when you can appreciate their scarlet forehead, or
‘poll’, and the pink flush on a male’s breast.

WHERE OUR WINTER VISITORS COME FROM

Each autumn, millions of birds are on the move
and as our summer visitors leave for Africa, many
more birds arrive from the north and east to spend
the winter here. Thrushes like redwings and
blackbirds do not like snow covered ground and
arrive from Scandinavia along with flocks of
starlings and bramblings. Redpolls and siskins can
come from the same areas, but many move down
from Scotland where they breed in conifer
plantations. Blackcaps tend to visit us from the
south-east – many from Germany and surrounding
countries.

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
www.hiwwt.org.uk

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

Redwing

Most people don’t realise
just what a fantastic
facility we have in the

Church grounds: a modern
building, with a big hall,
kitchen, toilets and several meeting rooms –
available for people to hire at extraordinarily
moderate rates!  That’s Cross House, built with the
aid of a legacy left to the church by Ella Tubbs, a
lady who taught children in the Sunday School for
years and who wanted to provide a place for them
to meet – and who’s given us much more.

We used to serve at a church in Hampstead.  They
had a fabulous hall under the main church building
itself with a modern kitchen.  They used to hire it
out at £200 for the minimum 3 hour period.  And

people queued up to hire it.  Well,
that’s Hampstead for you. 

Cross House, on the other hand, is
priced well within the reach of
most of us.  It’s used for Zumba

classes several times a week; there are frequent
children’s birthday parties.  We hold concerts and
recitals there; and the Church uses it for Men’s and
Women’s Breakfasts several times a year, not to
mention serving tea and coffee after the morning
service (and mince pies and mulled wine after the
Carol Service this month!)  

But there are still some hours available to hirers, so
if you’d be interested, do give Judy Harrison a call
on 01256 880644 or email her on
crosshousebramley@yahoo.co.uk.  

John LentonCross House - From A(lpha) to Z(umba)  
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In England, from 1
September 2013
there are changes

to rules about taking
children out of school
during term time.  Free
early education places
will also be made
available for some two-
year-olds.

TAKING CHILDREN OUT OF SCHOOL DURING TERM TIME

If you want to take children out of school in term
time for a holiday from 1 September onwards, you’ll
need to apply in advance to the head teacher, who
will only give permission for any leave of absence
during term time if there are exceptional
circumstances.  If permission is given, head
teachers will let you know the number of school
days a child can be away.  These rules apply to
schools maintained by a local authority and special
schools.

If you take children out of school without
permission you can be fined and if you don’t pay
the fine, prosecuted.  Children can also be removed
from the admissions register.

FREE EARLY LEARNING FOR TWO-YEAR-OLDS

From 1 September, two-year-olds
can get free early learning for 15
hours a week if they are looked after
by the Local Authority or in
households that can get free school
meals.  All three and four-year olds
currently get the same free early

learning. Local Authorities will send out letters to
eligible parents

NEED FURTHER INFORMATION OR HELP?
Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau, (located
within Basingstoke Discovery Centre) can help you
with queries you have on budgeting, benefits and
debt, relationships, immigration, employment
issues, and consumer rights. We operate a drop-in
service 10-3.30 Monday to Friday (except
Thursday) and Saturday mornings 10-12.

The Advice Line telephone number is 0844 245 1283. 

Online help from Citizens Advice can be found at
www.adviceguide.org.uk

Ci�zens Advice BureauEducation Changes   

Louis is a student at Everest Community
Academy.  If you attend one of our local
schools and would like to share your interests

with the community, do contact the magazine
editor.

HOW DID IT ALL START?
About 4 years ago (aged 12) I loved school discos.
Myself and 3 friends – Luke Crook is still involved
– began running discos with just an i-pod speaker.
At first we got new equipment through Christmas
presents but when we started charging for events
we were able to re-invest our profits in the
business.  We have worked with groups of 6-12 year
olds and with the Everest and Hurst schools.

TELL US ABOUT WORKING WITH THE 6-12 YEAR OLDS

We run a monthly disco at the Village Hall –
numbers can be up to 40.  We’ve now added a
bouncy castle and there’s a tuck shop.  Parents help
us and entry is £3.50.

WHAT HAVE BEEN THE MOST POSITIVE THINGS FOR YOU?
Seeing the equipment building up – customers
enjoying themselves – experiencing the energy of
the younger children.

ANYTHING THAT HASN’T GONE SO WELL?
Early on, promotion of events wasn’t so good, so we
were afraid of losing money.  We’ve now run some
private gigs (for older groups) and our confidence

is growing. 

WHAT QUALITIES DO YOU

NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN

THIS WORK?
Interacting with
customers and
entertaining them –
providing good music
that they love – knowing
your equipment.

FUTURE PLANS?
Expand – get bigger
events.  Fill Wembley
Stadium!

WHAT TOP TIP WOULD YOU

GIVE TO SOMEONE STARTING UP THIS KIND OF BUSINESS?
Work hard – put the effort in and enjoy every
minute.
http://www.deepbeatentertainment.com

Peter HayesAn Interview With...
DB Entertainment: Bramley resident, Louis Dixon, talks to the Parish Magazine...
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Councillors have now received an update on
the Local Plan Consultation.  The key
elements show that developers have

challenged our 748 annual figure; the County
Council wants the proposed strategic gap between
Bramley and Basingstoke altered so as to make
more use of the land it wishes to sell, and only
wants to promote half the site around the
incinerator in this Local Plan period.

What does this all mean?  The Local Plan will
have to be amended; other housing sites will need
to be found to make up this shortfall and we will
now see a further round of “Planning and
Infrastructure” meetings with extra public
consultation.  This delay means developers see
Basingstoke as an open target; we have no Local
Plan and only 3.8 years’ worth of housing supply.
Razor’s Farm is at appeal, with the Borough
Council meeting to decide on the 11th December.  

Persimmon has hosted its exhibition in Bramley
outlining plans for 200 homes at Minchens Lane.
They are rushing to develop before our Local Plan
can use Neighbourhood Planning to locate
Bramley’s future housing.  We must work with
them to achieve a satisfactory development.  The
Neighbourhood Plan is more than just where
housing goes, it is critical to how we want Bramley
to look and be served by facilities and
infrastructure.  I encourage us all to support the
team’s efforts in its preparation.

For those who are envious of residents with BT
Infinity Broadband here is a BT update:-
“The Turgis Green exchange is to be fibre
enabled by the end of October.  More than
900 premises will be able to get the
product but when the commercial
deployment is completed by spring 2014,
more than 2.5k premises will be able to
benefit“. 
Sadly, if one lives further than 1km from a fibre
enabled box then the technology will barely work
and therefore due to both geography and
commercial factors the likelihood of all of Bramley
benefiting is slim.  Which areas are upgraded,
likely timescale and all communications will be
via the Hampshire Superfast Broadband project
team’s web site.   More information can be found
on the web link:
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/broadband.htm

Finally may I wish everybody a very happy
Christmas and a peaceful New Year!

Many residents are now benefiting from the
upgraded broadband in Bramley and
Sherfield.  You may remember that I

launched a petition on this matter, which has pushed
BT to activate the Turgis Green exchange (our one!)
ahead of other exchanges.  The roll-out is ongoing and
the public sector (HM Government, Hampshire CC, Basingstoke and

Deane BC) has put additional resources forward to enable
access to as many households and businesses as
possible. More information is at: bit.ly/bsbroadband

I want to keep your bills low. Having saved over
£7million in the last 5 years, the Conservative
Administration at the Council has proposed to freeze
the Council Tax again in 2014/15 and 2015/16.  This is
at the same time as allocating an additional £3million
for local infrastructure and over £400,000 for
additional revenue priorities in the Council Plan.  There
are still challenges ahead – we are planning to make an
additional £600,000 of on-going savings by 2016/17 –
and we will have to drive further savings in the years
beyond.

Turning to Basingstoke, another eyesore at Basing
View is being knocked down to make way for new
development, as part of the regeneration of the town
centre business area.  Built in the 1960s, Scott House
has been empty since 2007 and was fast deteriorating
with boarded-up parts, broken windows and frequent
vandalism.  

Demolishing the building has now started to allow the
site to be prepared for future development, reducing
the lead-in time to build and helping make it more
attractive to potential investors.  As it is next to an
existing development site, it could be combined to play
a bigger role in the Basing View master plan by offering
a larger empty site.  The investment from Network Rail
and Waitrose/John Lewis shows that our plan is
working – bringing new jobs to our area.

On national policy, I welcomed the Home Secretary to
North East Hampshire in late November and discussed
a wide range of issues with her and local police, from
rural crime to drugs in schools.  It was good to hear
what she is doing to tackle some of these issues and
local police found it very helpful to have this dialogue –
I will continue to meet with them in the months ahead.
More about this is at: tellranil.com

Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2014! It would be
lovely to see you at St. James’s Church at some point
over the festive period.  Details are in this magazine and
online at: stjamesbramley.com

As ever, if I can assist you in any way, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Views from our Borough Councillors
Councillor Chris Tomblin Councillor Ranil Jayawardena

email: - ranil@nehc.org.uk

phone: 01256 636500 

email: - cllr.chris.tomblin@basingstoke.gov.uk

phone: 01256 880558
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If you have a relative who saw action in the
Second World War, HR2, with help from
Lottery funding, will assist Veterans to revisit

those destinations where they saw active service.

Funds range from £165 to over £8,000 depending
on destination.  You may take a partner and/or a
carer (who could be your partner).  The
requirement is to be resident in UK or the Republic
of Ireland.

If you wish for help or advice, do please telephone
Spirit of Remembrance  01634 233785 or visit
www.spiritofremembrance.com

Heroes Return 2 Rhydian Vaughan
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What’s on in Bramley this week? 
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Village Calendar - December 2013

Contact details for village clubs and organisations
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CNM Financial Services

Need an Accountant?

CNM Financial Services are a proactive
firm of local accountants offering real time
assistance to companies and individuals

■ Self-Assessment (including landlords)

■ Help with the new child benefit rules

■ Accounts preparation for Sole traders 
through to Limited companies

■ Real time business information using 
live accounting

■ VAT returns, PAYE, Business startup 
advice and much more!

www.cnmfinancialservices.co.uk

Fixed fees & Free initial consultation
Contact Chris for more information on
chris@cnmfinancialservices.co.uk or 01256 371549
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windows • doors • porches •
soffits • rooflines • cladding

• conservatories • garage
conversions

No deposit
No hassle
Energy ‘A’ Rated
10 year Guarantee
Payment on completion

Excellent service, good products, reliable,
friendly and courteous workmen.
Tadley Customer, January 2011

0800 026 46 42 or 0118 970 1770

www.rainbowdoubleglazing.co.uk

1992-2013
Your truly local double glazing company

Why take a
chance?

For a free no-obligation quotation please call FREEPHONE: 

20 successful years
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