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My Granny, bless her, was never keen to have a bank account as she felt her 
money was much safer where she could see it.  My Dad did eventually persuade 
her to open an account but she would still ask him to withdraw half her pension 
in cash so she could keep an eye on it. This actually worked to my advantage 
as she would often surreptitiously slip me and my brother a tenner “to buy 
an ice cream”. Much better than a cheque that would have required parental 
intervention (and probably advice to save it or spend it on something other 
than sweets and ice cream).

Reading about all the financial scams that are going on I sometimes wonder 
if Granny had a point. The fraudsters seem to be getting more and more 
sophisticated and the press is full of articles about people who have been 
swindled out of their life savings. Online banking is certainly convenient in 
our 24/7 world but it can be risky if you are not careful. However, before you 
close your account and hide your money under your mattress, do read Sarah 
Mitchell’s article on page 12.  It is full of useful tips about keeping safe online.

The magazine is packed with news from Bramley and Little London this month. 
We have an update from the Scouts, information about the Clift Surgery Patient 
Participation Group, news from the nurseries, information about the Village 
Hall and an update from our Councillor. If you are enjoying being in the garden 
now that the days are getting warmer then turn to page 16 to see what you need 
to grow to become a Bramley Show winner.  

As I type this Mrs May has just announced another election – just as you 
thought the political landscape had calmed down a bit.  I must confess I quite 
enjoy following the goings-on at Westminster – who knows how many of 
the political parties will lose their leaders this time? The next few weeks will 
certainly be interesting, but if it is all getting too much then perhaps a bit of 
relaxing music is in order. There are still tickets available for the Bramley and 
Little London Music Festival.  See page 18 for details of the programme and 
page 9 for an article about the second concert.  Sometimes listening to music 
that has been around for years can help put the worries and demands of life 
into perspective. We will still be listening to Mozart and Cole Porter long after 
May, Corbyn, Farron etc have moved on.

Anyway, that’s enough from me. It’s still the Easter holidays as I write this and 
I have a trip to Chessington World of Adventures to plan 

Best Wishes

Rachel

Rachel Barclay Smith - Editor

“Music expresses that which cannot be put into 
words and that which cannot remain silent” 

Victor Hugo

Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers with information they may find useful and of 
interest. We take all reasonable steps to keep this information current and accurate, but errors can occur. 
The editor reserves the right to make changes to any contributions. Bramley Magazine is not responsible 
for and does not endorse any advertising, products, or opinions expressed in this publication and shall not 
be liable to any party as a result of information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be reproduced.
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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Silchester Parish Church

Saturday, 27 May 2017 at 7.30p.m.

BELLE CANTO TRIO
Sing ‘Songs from the Shows”

Programme will include a wide range  

of music from many Shows

THE TRIO comprises Jane Greenshields, 

Gabriele McKeown and Heather Sims, whose 

repertoire also includes Grand Opera, Operetta, 

easy-listening and music-hall items

GUEST ARTISTE: David Gillis (piano)

David has taught widely in schools and  

has composed and arranged music for choirs, 

bands and orchestras

Tickets £10  

(to include glass of wine or soft drink)

From Ralph Atton (0118 970 0825) or

Richard Fletcher (0118 970 0633)  

or on the door

CHILDREN FREE

Proceeds to Christian Aid

CHURCH SERVICES

Church diary for May…

7th Fourth Sunday of Easter
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

14th Fifth Sunday of Easter
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

21st Sixth Sunday of Easter
8.30 Holy Communion – Little London
10.30 Together in Worship – St James

25th Ascension Day
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

28th Sunday after Ascension
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 No service at Bramley: celebrating 

900 years anniversary at St Leonard’s, 
Sherfield, at 11.00am

…and into June

4th Pentecost Sunday
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

11th Trinity Sunday
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

18th 1st Sunday after Trinity
8.30 Holy Communion – Little London
10.30 Together in Worship – St James

Catholic services

Basingstoke
Church of St Bede, Popley Way, RG24 9DX 
Sunday Mass: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm in St Bede’s 
Mass usually: Tues, Thurs and Sat 9.30 am in St Bede’s

Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX: 
Mass usually: Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30 am in Holy Ghost Church

Phone 01256 465214 or email 
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information 
See www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Tadley
St Michael’s Church, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG 
Saturday Mass: 6.00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 9.15 am 
Parish priest: 0118 9814572

DELIVERERS WANTED.  
CAN YOU HELP?
We are looking for volunteers to deliver The Bramley 
Magazine to Garside Close, Hills Way and Beckett 
Gardens (off Kirby Drive). Can you help?  There are 131 
homes in total but if that is too much we can split the 
round into two or three.

If you can help please email the editor on editor@
bramleymagazine.org.uk or call Rhydian Vaughan on 
07774 681516  Thank you!
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beer, reading a John Grisham novel 
and falling asleep over it, with the only 
questions needing to be answered 
being what to have for lunch or dinner, 
day after day after day: that was really 
restful!  

‘Quietness’, of course, wasn’t just about 
being quiet; it was about not being 
anxious or agitated or worried – in 
other words, peace of mind.  A three 
month break makes that much easier, 
because during that time, it’s possible 
to put all your responsibilities to one 
side, providing you’ve got someone 
you can entrust them to.  We have 
a wonderful team of people in the 
church in Bramley who took over our 
responsibilities and managed them 
brilliantly, of course.  So the ability to 
hand all of that over to them, and to  
be able to trust God for the wellbeing  
of His church, did give us real peace  
of mind.  

Some highlights of the trip?  

There were some wonderful sights: 
sitting on the verandah of our lodge 
in Kenya’s Aberdare National Park 
in the dusk, watching a big bull 
elephant slake his thirst from the 
waterhole 80 yards away, filling his 
trunk with gallons of water and then 
emptying it, gushing and gurgling, 
into his mouth… paddling a six-
seater canoe down the Lapataia River 
in Tierra del Fuego, the southern tip 
of Argentina, with stunning views of 
the Beagle Channel and snow-capped 
mountains all round… 

There were certainly musical 
memories: the tangos in La Boca in 
Buenos Aires…  the gaucho dances 
and songs in Salta… “Do you know 
the way to San Jose?” sung by 
Dionne Warwick, as we ate with the 
family in that very city… familiar 

ON REFLECTION

IWhen I last wrote this 
column, back in January, 
before setting off on a 

3-month sabbatical, I said this: 
‘The fundamental reason for 
taking a 3-month break is so 
that we can both be refreshed 
and renewed for the work still 
to do here in Bramley.  We 
love what we do, but we know 
it’s possible to get stale, and 
we’d like to avoid that, or at 
least nip it in the bud.  There’s 
a great Bible verse, in the book 
of Isaiah, which inspires me: 
“In repentance and rest is 
your salvation; in quietness 
and trust is your strength.”’ 
So it’s worth asking the 
question: how did it all 
work out?  Did it come up to 
expectations?    
Well, it certainly was a fantastic 
experience.  If you’ve glanced at 
my blog at all, (www.lentontravels.
wordpress.com ) you’ll know about 
some of the things we’ve got up to.  
I’ve never taken a 3-month holiday 
before, and I can only recommend it!  
A particular memory is of coming back 
to Bramley briefly from our first four 
weeks  and realising that we still had 
another nine weeks to go, rather than 
having to go back to work.  Pure bliss!

So how about the ‘repentance and 
rest… quietness and trust’? 

Well, I think I’ll keep the repentance 
specifics to myself; I’m conscious 
enough of my own foolish mistakes 
not to want to plaster them all over the 
Bramley Magazine, thanks very much.  
But the break did give me time to think 
about these years in Bramley and to say 
sorry to God for missed opportunities, 
lack of love and grace to other people 
and various other faults too numerous 
or embarrassing to mention here.  

The ‘rest’ bit, which really came into 
play in the first four weeks, was truly 
wonderful.  When we left in mid-
January, we were both dog-tired.  So to 
be able to set everything aside, not to 
have to answer email, chair meetings, 
plan services or prepare sermons, 
participate in governor training or 
any of the other 101 things a vicar gets 
involved in, was in itself restful.  But 
to be able to sit quietly looking at the 
blue Indian Ocean, sipping a cold 

Christian hymns sung with Spanish 
words at the church where my father 
was baptised as a baby, and which he 
attended through his childhood, teens 
and early adulthood.

And of course, there were the people… 
the old friends dating back to our 
school days in Kenya, where Ann and 
I first met; my sister Rosie and her 
lovely husband Paul, who came with 
us to Argentina, and shared all the 
experiences of meeting cousins whom 
I last met when I was six, before Rosie 
was born; our 15 cousins, with whom 
we had an immediate affinity and 
who became dear to us, despite not 
having known each other as adults; 
our children, their spouses and our 
grandchildren, all of us together in an 
amazing villa for a weekend for the first 
of our Golden Wedding Anniversary 
celebrations, the kids spending hours 
and hours in the pool and the hot tub 
and the pool again.  

We are so thankful for it all; thankful 
to the people of St James’s Church 
who were willing to let us go off for 
that 3 months; thankful to family 
and friends and hosts who made us 
welcome all round the world; thankful 
to God for giving us the health and the 
time and the opportunity to go and do 
it together, to celebrate the 50 years 
of marriage He has given us.  We are 
undeserving but truly thankful.

Rev’d John Lenton
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BM: What is the most expensive 
or interesting piano you have 
ever sold?
Ben: It would have to be a Grotrian 
Steinweg Cabinet 6ft 2 grand piano for 
£46,000.  These German, hand built 
pianos are consistently rated as ‘the 
best piano every played’.  Only 400 are 
made every year and the combination 
of tonal colour and superb action 
inspires musical expression at all levels 
of piano playing.  We are very fortunate 
to be one of two chosen partners of 
Grotrian Steinweg and are one of the 
only showrooms in the UK to display 
their upright range and several grand 
pianos.

BM: Do you make sure your 
pianos go to a good home?
Ben: Always! Our experience ensures 
we are experts at matching pianos 
to customers.  Most of our business 
comes from referrals, which means 
our customers are happy with the 

MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

In this month’s Meet 
the Neighbours 
we learn about local 

business Ben Wheeler 
Pianos, which has been 
helping us make music for 
over 25 years.

Bramley Magazine: Tell us a bit 
about Ben Wheeler Pianos
Ben: Ben Wheeler Pianos is a piano 
specialist with showrooms in Little 
London.  Established in 1991 we are 
home to a large selection of new and 
used, grand and upright pianos.  We 
also have a team of expert tuners and a 
reliable piano transportation side to the 
business. We always welcome visitors to 
the showroom and one of us will usually 
have a pot of fresh coffee brewing!

BM: Why did you decide to go 
into the piano business?
Ben: I grew up playing the piano and 
helping arrange appointments for my 
father, also a piano tuner who has 
only recently retired, so pianos are in 
my blood.  Originally, I was trained 
by my father before attending college 
in London, passing my examinations 
for membership of the Pianoforte 
Tuners Association.  I retain a passion 
both technically and musically for the 
instrument which is why even after 27 
years in the business I still enjoy every 
single day, whether tuning for local 
customers or meeting new customers at 
the showrooms.

BM: How long have you been in 
Little London and what brought 
you here?
Ben: Very simply, I began selling 
pianos back in 1991 from my garage 
and as the business expanded I looked 
around for new premises and was lucky 
enough to find the first showroom in 
Little London, close to home and in a 
pretty rural setting.

BM: What makes and types of 
piano do you have?
Ben: Ben Wheeler Pianos have a 
piano to suit every buyer whether 
you are a beginner or a seasoned 
professional.  We are an authorised 
dealer of Grotrian Steinweg pianos, 
one of the UK’s leading Kawai stockists 
and feature new pianos from Bluthner, 
Haessler, Feurich and Bentley.  We also 
display high quality restored pianos in 
our showroom and a selection of used 
pianos to suit all abilities.

service we provide.  Before a piano 
leaves the showroom to go to its 
new home we spend time tuning 
and preparing it to ensure optimum 
performance.  Approximately 4-6 
weeks after the piano has arrived 
with its owner and had time to settle, 
either myself or one of my tuners 
will visit to check the piano over and 
re-tune it.  From then on, a tuning is 
recommended every six months. 

BM: You are loaning one of your 
pianos to the Bramley and Little 
London Music Festival? How long 
have you supported the Festival?
Ben: Ben Wheeler Pianos is proud to 
have supported the last three Bramley 
and Little London Music Festivals and 
hopes to support many more! Being 
able to supply a Kawai baby grand 
piano for the event is a great way to get 
involved and support the local music 
community.
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MUSIC FESTIVAL

R achel Barclay Smith tells us a bit more about the 
concert in St James’s Church on Friday 16 
June and the people who are making it happen.

Pianos and Organs
Like so many things in Bramley and 
Little London, the Music Festival 
wouldn’t happen if it wasn’t for the 
numerous people who freely give 
their time and talents. For our concert 
on Friday 16 June we are relying 
on some expert help from two local 
businessmen.  Friday is the “Battle of 
the Keyboards” when Ken Harratt will 
be playing piano and jazz keyboard 
and Simon Dinsdale will be playing 
the organ.  The organ was installed in 
St James’s church in the 1880s so it is 
there ready and waiting, but finding 
a decent piano is more difficult.  That 
is where Ben Wheeler comes in. He is 
kindly lending us a Kawai baby grand 
piano from his showroom. How he will 
get it through the door I’m not sure, 
but his staff are kindly delivering it 
and tuning it for us so that by the time 
Ken arrives he will have an impressive 
piano all ready to play.  

High tech audio visual comes to 
the church
So that’s the piano sorted but what 
are the audience going to look at when 
Simon is playing the organ?  The organ 
is at the back of the church so do the 
audience try and turn around getting 
a sore neck in the process or do they 
stare vacantly at the pulpit? Well 
fortunately they won’t have to do either 
of those things as thanks to Nic Ide of 
ITM AV Limited we will have a high 
definition screen at the front of the 
church onto which images of Simon’s 
hands and feet will be projected. I must 
warn him to clean his shoes……

A bit more about Ken and Simon
Ken is a classically trained pianist and 
studied music at Brunel University.  
However, his main passion is jazz.  He 
studied jazz piano with Liam Noble 
and some of you may remember him 
performing with the Joseph Henry 
Jazz Collective at the last festival. Ken 
is also keyboard player for the jazz 
group Shades in Jade, and resident 
pianist/arranger for the Watford-based 
One Voice community choir and the 
vocal group Soul Singers. We are lucky 
he managed to fit us into his busy 
schedule!

Simon is a former Organ Scholar of 
Chichester Cathedral and former 
Director of Music at St. Mary’s 
Choir School, Reigate. Now teaching 

in Reading he travels extensively 
throughout the UK as accompanist, 
continuo player and organist to a 
number of choirs, and regularly plays 
at cathedrals up and down the country. 
Further afield, concert tours have taken 
him to Ireland, Germany, Belgium 
and the USA and he has broadcast on 
BBC Radio 4, BBC Radio Berkshire 
and Classic FM. Such is his love of 
playing the organ that one of his lifetime 
achievements is being accidentally 
locked in Westminster Abbey one Friday 
night whilst playing the organ there! 

I would like to thank my 
parents, my brother, my Auntie 
Margie……..
It is not just the experts who are 
helping out on Friday. Lots of people 
from Bramley and Little London are 
also are working hard throughout 
the Festival to make it a success. It 
is impossible to mention everyone 
without this turning into an Oscar 
acceptance speech, but just focussing 
on the evening itself demonstrates 
how many people are involved. When 
you arrive at church you will know you 
are in the right place as Arthur and 
his team of car park wardens will find 
you somewhere to park in the adjacent 
farmyard kindly loaned to us for the 
event by Mrs Hall. As you walk along 
the church path you will be welcomed 

by the sound of St James’s bells being 
rung by Terry Copper and his team of 
ringers. Once in the church you will 
be handed a programme by Jeremy 
and Carleen, kindly printed by Frank 
Knight, and will be able to admire the 
beautiful flowers arranged by Joyce 
and her team. After being entertained 
by our top-class performers you will 
enjoy canapés made by members of 
the church (or in my case, possibly by 
Waitrose because I am going to need a 
lot of their free coffees!)

If you would like to see who is “King 
of the Keyboards” email me on 
rbarclaysmith@gmail.com or call 
01256 541251 for tickets.  For more 
information about the Festival and the 
other concerts on 15 and 17 June see 
www.bramleymusicfestival.org

Simon Dinsdale

Ken Harratt
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Proteus
We are very excited 
to be contributing 
to the Basingstoke Festival again, which will return this 
summer from Friday 16 June to Sunday 9 July. We are 
organising several events during the festival and the highlight 
will be the free family day on Saturday 24 June! Bring a picnic 
and head down to the War Memorial Park for a full day of free 
performances, live music and activities. There will be circus, 
acrobats, juggling, bands, walkabouts and a mobile poetry 
emporium!

During the Basingstoke Festival, our Proteans will be 
performing showings of Mansfield Park & Ride and ‘Allo 
‘Allo. Basingstoke Youth Theatre will be performing a brand-
new play called Living Portrait, written by local playwright 
Lydia Thomson. We also have two café nights; Musical 
Bingo Cabaret Extravaganza and Pop goes the Music, each 
guaranteeing a fun night out with lots of laughs!

Based in Council Road, we host a variety of classes and 
workshops, covering a wide range of topics from arts and 
crafts to performance and well-being. For more information 
check out our Classes & Workshops leaflet, available in the 
Creation Space and on our website.

Our independent café is open Monday to Friday from 9.30am 
to 2.30pm, and Saturday from 9.30am to 1.30pm. We serve a 
selection of teas, great coffee, lunches and locally-made cakes 
and quiches. A lovely place to stop for a meeting or a catch up 
with friends or some time away from the office!

Look out for our new What’s On guide, coming out at the 
beginning of May, available in the Creation Space and on our 
website. www.proteustheatre.com

Bramley & Romans Floral Society
Our April meeting was a 
workshop led by Keri Walker.  
It was a very entertaining and 
fruitful afternoon thanks to the 
camaraderie and character of 
our demonstrator. Our guideline 
was this picture, which Keri 
openly admitted she found in a 
magazine as she had not had time 
to produce one herself. She then went on to demonstrate a 
replica and after a break for tea and homemade cake we all 
had a go at producing our version. It really was a delightful 
afternoon and as you can see from these photos the hall 
looked great with so many beautiful spring arrangements.

LIFESTYLE

We meet on the 
1st Thursday 
of the month 
at Sherfield on 
Loddon Village 
hall at 1.30pm

Everyone is 
welcome. Please 
contact Eileen on 
01256 881125 

Eileen Gulston

50th Wedding 
Anniversary
Congratulations to Dusty and 
Bryan Taylor who celebrated 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
on 18 March this year at 
Basingstoke Country Hotel with 
family and friends.
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Sarah Plested 07799 256577

e: sarah@bramleyappledesign.co.uk 

www.bramleyappledesign.co.uk

Garden Design

INSPIRATIONAL GARDENS WITH A DASH OF REALITY

LIFESTYLE

ART CLASSES in BASINGSTOKE 
Proteus Creation Space, Council Rd, RG21 3DH

WANT TO PAINT and DRAW?   
LOVE COLOUR and LANDSCAPE?

Tues 10-12pm “Painting and Drawing for Pleasure”
Eves “Painting and Drawing Techniques”

Beginners/ Improvers welcome.  
Call Antonia Dewhurst 01256 883876

Weds10-12pm “Drawing and Painting for Beginners”
10 week course

Details Sandy Kendall 01256 351748
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SPECIAL FEATURE

“I never thought it would happen to me. I know all about the 
banking scams. But… it seemed so legitimate. I was completely 
taken in” IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU.  Sarah Mitchell
explains how to protect yourself online 

PASSWORD PROTECTION
Never, NEVER give up your 
password. 

Some banks, when you log in online, 
might ask you for a random character or 
two – but they should have told you in 
advance, when you registered, that this 
is part of the login process. 

If you haven’t had to do it before on 
a website and you’re being asked to – 
STOP! 

Find the number of your bank from a 
trusted source (NOT the web page you 
are on) and call them to check there has 
been a change in policy. 

Don’t make it easy 
Don’t choose easy passwords that could 
be guessed with a tiny bit of knowledge 
– like your birthday, anniversary, names 
of spouse/children/pets/house.  

Always include both UPPER and lower 
case, some random numbers and 
characters. 

Good tips are: 

• Use two totally disconnected words 
with numbers and a character in-
between, e.g.; Dog1@8Paper 

• Spell a word that you can remember 
easily and change letters for numbers 
or characters that look like them, e.g.; 
D4ff0d!l    (Daffodil) 

• Most email accounts now offer ‘two-
step’ protection. This just means you 
enter your mobile phone number 
and list the devices/computers you 
usually use – then anytime your 
email is accessed from a new device, 
you’ll get a text to ask if it’s you or 
not. 

Store passwords safely 
Don’t write passwords at the back of 
your diary, or on a piece of paper next to 
the computer, where they can easily be 
found. 

If you must write passwords down in 
order to remember them, encrypt them 
in a way that is familiar to you but 
makes them indecipherable by others.

An alternative to writing down 
passwords is to use an online password 
vault or safe. Seek recommendations, 
and ensure the one you choose is secure 
and reputable.

KEEP INFORMED! 
Hampshire police have good tips on 
their website: 

https://www.hampshire.police.uk/
advice/protecting-yourself-and-others/
cyber-crime-and-online-safety/

And they recommend regularly checking 
the Get Safe Online website for the 
latest tips and alerts:  https://www.
getsafeonline.org/ 

If you are a TalkTalk customer and 
you get one of these calls take down 
the number and type it into http://
help2.talktalk.co.uk/scam-phone-
calls#reportscam. TalkTalk will then 
investigate the number and if they 
believe it is a scam they will block the 
number from calling you or any other 
TalkTalk customer again.

Ms P 
“I never thought it would happen to 

me. I’m such a cautious person. 

I know all about the banking scams 

and I wouldn’t give any information 

to those callers. But then I had a 

phone call saying it was BT wanting 

to fix my slow broadband connection. 

I’d only spoken to BT a few days 

before, so it seemed so legitimate.

I followed their instructions and it 

all seemed to work so I was quite 

taken in. But then they wanted bank 

details and alarm bells rang. I hung 

up and called BT’s helpline – and they 

confirmed it was a scam.”

Mr & Mrs F
“We suddenly had all these phone messages and texts asking us if we’d sent an email asking people to open a ‘Drop Box’ attachment. We certainly had not! 

It seems someone had hacked our TalkTalk email account and emailed everyone in our address book. If anyone clicked on the attachment, a virus would upload to their computer and do the same to their contacts. 
Fortunately, almost everyone realised we wouldn’t send an email like that and they phoned to warn us. We’ve now changed our passwords and increased our security settings.” 

Mrs C 
“I regularly get calls from people 

claiming to be from the technical 

department of TalkTalk.  They say 

there’s problem with my router, or 

that they can want to speed up my 

slow internet connection (a tempting 

offer in Bramley!).  

They tell me to go online and open the 

page www.teamviewer.com, then to 

click the “download” button and click 

“connect to partner”. 

NEVER DO THIS!!! 

It will allow them to access your 

computer remotely and get all 

sorts of information about you – 

passwords, bank details etc.

I now see it as a challenge to keep 

these people on the phone for as 

long as possible, so they can’t bother 

anyone else!!”

HOW TO PROTECT 
YOURSELF ONLINE

BE ALERT! 
• There are currently known phone 

scams or ‘phishing’ scams with 
callers pretending to be TalkTalk, 
Amazon, BT … and many more. 

• If anyone calls you and appears 
to be fishing for personal or bank 
information:    

• make a note of the number calling; 
hang up; wait at least a minute before 
using the phone; find a legitimate 
number for the company from a bill 
or your bank cards and call them to 
check. 

• NEVER call a number any of these 
callers give you. Often that is just 
another person who is part of the 
scam. And sometimes they are 
premium rate numbers, too. 

• Don’t open attachments on emails 
unless you are expecting to receive 
them – and you are completely sure 
they are genuine. If you’re worried 
about missing something from a 
friend – give them a call or text them 
to check it came from them. You may 
well be helping to protect them and 
others. 

We’ve all heard about phone scams and 
internet fraud. Many of us probably 
think we are aware of the issue and 
are able to protect ourselves. But, over 
the past month alone, at least four 
households in the Bramley area have 
been targeted by online fraudsters. 
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Spring term from 
Bramley Scouts
A lot of time has passed since the last 
update from Bramley Scouts, so the 
Patrols took it upon themselves to 
bring you their chosen highlights of our 
busy Spring programme.

Cobra patrol chose the night of 
stargazing, which counted towards 
their Astronomy badge.

“Well we were set to do this session 
on a cloudy night so it was unlikely 
that we were going to actually see any 
stars. Fortunately, the sky had cleared 
and we were able to get a look at the 
stars on the Clift Meadow field. We 
had some really amazing telescopes to 
look through and got to see the Plough, 
Betelgeuse, the Little Dipper, Orion 
and a nebula where new stars are 
currently being born.”

The scouts also learnt “how the waves 
work” and “studying the stars and 
how to navigate by them”. “The best 
activity was when we made the solar 
system to scale” in Clift Meadow.

Merlin’s highlight was their 
participation in the Hampshire Scout 
Rifle County Competition when “on 
19th March, we went to Eastleigh, 
where we shot air rifles and air 
pistols”. With eleven participating 
Scouts, Bramley pack was the largest 
contingent.

Panther patrol’s favourite evening was 
“making pancakes on baked bean tins 
for Lent. It was quick and easy using 
few materials: a tin, tea light candle, 
matches, drill [for drilling air holes 
in the can] and mixture. On the down 
side it took a long time to cook but it 
was really fun!”

Finally, Lion patrol’s preference was 
for the Chinese New Year evening. 
This was planned to count towards 
the Scouts’ World Challenge Award. 

Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

01256 882200 Sherdon House, Reading Road, 
Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZwww.simmonsandsons.com

Lion listed Chinese food tasting and 
whittling their own chopsticks as 
amongst their favourite tasks on a fun 
and educational night.

Our term drew to a close with a 
fantastic local farm experience and Egg 
Hunt – thank you very much Church 
Lane Farm. The scouts loved learning 
about lambing and the amazing herd of 
Limousin cows with their calves. 

So it is over and out from the Scouts of 
Bramley- another section will report to 
you next month.

LIFESTYLE

Bramley WI
At our last meeting we had a 
talk from the Hampshire Air 
Ambulance, which included a 
slide show. It was very thought 
provoking. They explained how 
they rely on our fund raising and 
what a great job the helicopters 
do. They can make a difference 
to saving a life, as time is of the 
essence and it could take twice as 
long for a ambulance to get to some 
places. The speaker had worked for 
the Air Ambulance for a while and 
although it was a serious subject 
he did entertain the members with 
some funny tales. 

We had a Bring and Buy sale 
and with the tea money and 
the proceeds from some Air 
Ambulance items we bought, we 
made £210 for this very worthwhile 
charity.

We are at the moment making 
things for our stall at the St 
George’s Day Fete and then we will 
be thinking of what we are going 
to enter for this year’s New Forest 
Show. We have had a couple of 
beading afternoons at Pat’s which 
have been fun.

Jane Matthews
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OUR COMMUNITY
A view from our Borough 
Councillor - Venetia Rowland

Traffic Troubles 
A key issue for this area is the A33. Basingstoke and 
Deane have won more than £40 million of inward 
investment in the last two years aimed specifically 
at long overdue improvements to our highways 
infrastructure. I and my fellow local Councillors will be 
pressing the Hampshire Highways on Hampshire County 
Council’s proposed improvements to key junctions in and 
around Basingstoke, principally those associated with the 
A33 corridors, at an update meeting on the 14th June. 

Neighbourhood Plan and what it can mean
The Bramley Neighbourhood Plan 2011 to 2029 was ‘made’ 
at Full Council on 30 March 2017. The Plan now forms part 
of the Development Plan for the parish and will be used to 
guide planning decisions in Bramley. Between 30 March 
2017 and 11 May 2017, the Bramley Neighbourhood Plan can 
be legally challenged in the High Court on the grounds that 
the plans are not within the appropriate powers and/or a 
procedural requirement has not been complied with. 

Once this 6-week period of challenge is over, Bramley will 
have much more of a say in what is built in the village - how 
it looks, how high it can be etc. Importantly, Bramley has 
met the requirement in the Local Plan to have “at least 200 
homes” under Policy SS5.  So the new planning application 
for 55 houses under Planning Application 17/00936/FUL at 
Land To The North Of Sherfield Road in Bramley could very 
well not go any further than an application – well that might 
be wishful thinking!

Fly Tipping!
This seems to be on the increase in lanes in and 
around Bramley and did you know that fly-tipping 
involving the use of a vehicle can lead to the courts 
making an order for seizure of the vehicle!

Please do not put yourself at any risk if you witness 
an incident and please do not approach any person 

you suspect of fly-tipping -  your personal safety is always 
the most important thing.  Instead you can report it online at 
Basingstoke and Deane’s website https://www.basingstoke.
gov.uk/flytipping or call 101 for the PCSO in the area.

BDBC Budget
March saw the budget at Basingstoke and Deane Council 
being approved – but what does this mean for you?  After 
this budget, the average Basingstoke property will be charged 
£111.42 in Council tax, this is the lowest in Hampshire and 
the sixth lowest in England. The Borough will be spending 
£174.50 per head on services. This is highest in Hampshire 
and the fifth highest in all English Districts.

Even with this year’s increase, since 2010 the average council 
tax payer is £16.57 a year better off than if council tax had 
kept pace with inflation.  With rising costs BDBC have 
deliberately held off increasing council tax until this year to 
protect residents in difficult economic times.

If you want to see what I am up to then please visit my 
Facebook page for regular updates and news - https://www.
facebook.com/BramleyandSherfield/ or contact me via email 
cllr.venetia.rowland@basingstoke.gov.uk

It may come as a surprise to many people that a 
judge can refuse a divorce.

Not wanting to remain married to your spouse is 
simply not enough to be granted a divorce.

This was highlighted in a recent case that went all 
the way up to the Court of Appeal in London.

It involved a woman called Tini Owens, who 
wanted to divorce her multimillionaire husband of 
39 years, Hugh Owens.

Mrs Owens had asked the Court of Appeal to 
overturn a Family Court ruling which refused to 
grant her a divorce last year.

The Family Court had heard that Mrs Owens felt 
the marriage had broken down, but Mr Owens did 
not  agree as he said they still had a “few years” to 
enjoy.

The judge felt the facts set out in support of the 
application for the divorce were not sufficient 
to show that the marriage had broken down 
irretrievably. He thought the allegations, that the 
husband had been “insensitive” and “mistrustful,” 
were either not proven or were “of a kind to be 
expected in a marriage.”

The decision means Mrs Owens will have to 
remain married, although after five years of 
separation she would be eligible for a divorce, 
even if her husband still objects to this.

You may well ask what do you need in order for a 
divorce to be granted?

In general, the person who wants the divorce 
must show that the marriage has broken down 
irretrievably and must prove this by establishing 
one of five grounds.

This case shows the importance of careful drafting 
of the divorce petition and having the proper legal 
advice.

If you are thinking of getting divorced you’ll find 
we are here to help, where we can offer sensitive 
guidance and advice.

Our objective is to help you as quickly and 
effectively as possible with the best outcomes for 
you and your family.

We’ll try and avoid going through the courts, but 
if we can’t do that, we have the expertise to get 
the right results for you in the courtroom. We will 
endeavour to guide you through the court process 
in an amicable way.

For more information contact Alastair Yapp at 
Phillips by calling 01256 854649 or email alastair.
yapp@phillips-law.co.uk and visit our website 
www.phillips-law.co.uk.

Wife of 39 
years fails 
divorce 
appeal

Alastair-Yapp
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The Clift Surgery PPG  
(Patients Participation Group)
A large number - probably the majority - of the recipients of 
the Bramley Magazine are registered at the Clift Surgery.  We 
are lucky in Bramley to have a surgery of this quality, in spite of 
NHS cuts and the difficulty in recruiting new GPs. An important 
ingredient of a good surgery is patient/surgery communication 
and that is where the PPG comes in.  
The PPG (Patients Participation Group) is made up of a group 
of people enrolled at the surgery. We meet every two months or 
so with the doctors and practice manager and act as a conduit 
between the surgery and patients. If you have any issue you 
want to raise about the surgery- appointment booking, the new 
triage system, questions about the proposed surgery extension, 
the waiting room, flu jabs - in fact anything other than a medical 
issue, you can contact us either via the PPG email: cliftppg@
gmail.com or on the following telephone numbers:
Vicky Clarke. (Bramley). 881606
Howard Perkins (Sherfield Park) 883892 
Richard Wood (Bramley) 881182
David Gent (Pambet End) 851209
Antonia Dewhurst. (Bramley) 883876
Ian Wilson (Sherfield)  881588
Steve Myers (Bramley) 07802 222822
Or, even better, join the Virtual Group, which you can do by 
going to cliftsurgeryvirtualgroup.
These contact details will be displayed on the PPG Board in 
the waiting room (some are already there) together with any 
updates from the surgery.
At present, there are seven of us, but we welcome applications  
to join.
Vicky Clarke

OUR COMMUNITY

BRAMLEY LUNCH CLUB
The meeting in Cross House on 13 April opened 
at 10.30am with tea and coffee as usual. Then there was 
a surprise as the 1st edition of the Bramley Lunch Club 
Newsletter was distributed. There had been talk of this 
for some time and now we have “take off”, thanks to the 
expertise of Caroline. We hope to publish every two 
months. News items, recipes, small adverts and a puzzle 
corner are all there. It is by members, helpers and for 
anyone interested. 
At a game of bingo, with stalwart caller Pat Jones, the full 
“Bingo Lingo” was abandoned in favour of the one we 
recognised, so it was clickity click and two fat ladies etc. 
Another new member was introduced and soon got the 
idea. News was given of members Betty, Pat and Olive 
who were not well. We missed Caroline, and Arthur of 
course enjoying himself in the Bahamas again. Val looked 
after selling the raffle tickets. 
Judy really did us proud with a special Easter Lunch 
of roast beef, Yorkshire pudding, four different 
vegetables and horseradish sauce. The homemade 
profiteroles and chocolate sauce were a delicious finish to 
the meal. Thanks to helpers Val, Christine and Freda who 
made sure that we all got our meal served hot and on 
time. The raffle was drawn, there was an Easter greetings 
card for everyone and then it was time for home. 
The next meetings are on 11 May and then 8 June. Please 
call 01256 884065 if you would like to join us.
Phyl Davies
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LIFESTYLE
The Bramley Show
The Bramley Show will take place on 
Saturday 19 August 2017.  It is an 
amateur competition for people from 
Bramley and surrounding villages to 
enter fruit, vegetables and flowers 
they have grown in their gardens or 
allotments.  We also have classes for 
art, photography, cookery, handicrafts, 
children’s classes and floral art.  
This year’s schedule will include the 
following divisions and classes: -

Floral Art.  
1. A miniature arrangement not to 

exceed 8”x8”; 

2. An arrangement in an unusual 
container; 

3. Three blooms and foliage; 

4. A herb arrangement;  

5. An arrangement in a basket 

(size of classes 2 to 5 not to exceed 18”).

Entrants must interpret the subject 
keeping in the size stipulated in the 
schedule. They may use home grown 
or shop bought flowers. They must 
be arranged at home then brought to 
the hall to be displayed in the space 
provided.

Here are some of the flowers and 
vegetables you will need to start 
growing for the flower and vegetable 
classes:

Flowers:-  Annuals, Perennials, 
Cosmos,  Dahlias, Roses and Sweet 
Peas. Pot plants (9in. / 23cm. pot), 
foliage plant, flowering plant, Cactus 
or Succulent, Fuchsia and a double 
tuberous rooted Begonia.

Vegetables:-  Potatoes (red or white), 
onions, shallots, French beans (dwarf 
or climbing), runner beans, carrots 
(pointed or stump root),  beetroot, 
cucumber, tomatoes, courgettes or any 
other vegetable.

Fruit:- Eating and cooking apples, 
plums, blackberries or any other fruit.

All entries are judged by independent 
judges, Cups and money vouchers are 
presented to the winners with rosettes 
going to the child winners.  We also 
give a money voucher to a first-time 
entrant who wins the most points, so 
why not give it a go this year?  More 
details next month so watch this space.

Anne Porter

Chair Bramley Show

A language teacher was explaining 
to her class that in French nouns are 
designated as masculine or feminine. 
“House” is feminine – “La Maison”. 
“Pencil” is masculine – “Le Pencil”. One 
puzzled student asked “What gender is a 
computer?” The teacher did not know so 
for fun split the class into two groups.  

The men decided they should be 
feminine (“La computer”) because:
• No one but their creator understands their 

internal logic
• The native language they use to 

communicate with other computers is 
incomprehensible to everyone else

• Even the smallest mistakes are stored 
in long-term memory for possible later 
retrieval

• As soon as you make a commitment to 
one, you find yourself spending half your 
salary on accessories for it.

The women concluded masculine 
(“Le Computer”) because:
• In order to do anything with them you 

have to turn them on
• They have a lot of data but still can’t think 

for themselves
• They are supposed to help solve problems, 

but half the time they are the problem
• As soon as you commit to one, you realise 

that if you had waited a little longer, you 
could have got a better model.
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LIFESTYLE

Basingstoke

a r t 
c l a s s

    BASINGSTOKE ART CLASS STARTS SOON

•perfect For beginners to 
improvers

•all paint materials supplied

•step by step tuition with 
a professional artist

•10 week course

•mornings or afternoons

SPACES LIMITED, CALL NOW ON 07419 741670 

•discover your inner artist

•make new friends

Find us on FACEBOOK AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BASINGSTOKEARTCLASS

• ask us about our wine & paint evenings

Wow what a creative month we have 
been having here at BYC! We have had 
a messy time decorating cakes and 
eating the icing that was left over and 
we had a fun creative evening making 
some epic canvases which the young 
people got to take home.

We also have all our normal activities 
running every week including Xbox/
Wii station, board games, ping pong 

table, 
football 
table and 
the outside 
area, which 
everyone 
loves to 
use.  With 
the lighter 
evenings 
coming we 
will be able 

to start using the field. We also wish 
to thank a local family who have been 
kind enough to donate a 6ft pool table, 
which the kids are enjoying.

Youth Club Activities
4 May – 3d Painting

11 May – Popsicle Cakes

18 May – Football Project

25 May – Karaoke Time

1 June – LasEr Tag

8 June – Cake Decorating

15 June – Army Assault Course

22 June – Outdoor Games

29 June – Sumo Suits

If this sounds like something you would 
be interested in then pop down to BYC 
on a Thursday and meet the gang. Your 
first session is completely FREE and 
you will get to enjoy all the activities 
and more. For more information and 
news head over to our Facebook page: 
@BramleyYouthProject for more 
details. We are also always looking for 
volunteers, so if you are aged 16 and 
above and want to get involved please 
do not hesitate to head over to our BVA 
website where you can find out how to 
become a volunteer for this awesome 
Youth Club. BVA are also looking for 2 
part-time youth support workers – go 
to the website to find out more.  http://
www.bvaction.org.uk/voluntary-sector-
news/youth-workers-vacancies-
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Thursday 15 June

GRAFFITI CLASSICS
A unique classical music cabaret show,
a hilarious alternative to the traditional
string quartet 

"A SIMPLY WONDERFUL SHOW" – THE TIMES

Friday 16 June

SIMON DINSDALE
The Battle of the Keyboards. Simon
demonstrates what the 125-year organ 
in St James's Church is capable of while 

KEN HARRATT
makes a welcome return on the piano 
and jazz keyboard 

Saturday 17 June

JOE STILGOE
Internationally acclaimed singer, pianist
and songwriter

"MUSICAL VIRTUOSO" – THE INDEPENDENT

Thursday 15 June

GRARR FFITI CLASSICS
A unique classical music cabaret show

Friday 16 June

SIMON DINSDALE
The Battle of the Keyboards Simon

Saturday 17 June

JOE STILGOE
Internationally acclaimed singer pianist

Bramley& Little London

MUSIC FESTIVAL 2017
St James’s Church Bramley Hampshire

DOORS OPEN 7pm, concerts
7.30pm Complimentary drinks 
and refreshments 9.15pm

TICKETS Adults £12.50, school-age children £6
Contact the Festival through the website or ring
01256 881552 or 01256 541251
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Graffiti Classics

Simon Dinsdale                                               Ken Harratt                                                        Joe Stilgoe

BRAMFEST A4 POSTER 2017.qxp_Layout 1  24/02/2017  13:21  Page 1
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OUR COMMUNITY
BRAMLEY VILLAGE HALL
In last month’s Bramley Magazine, Fred 
and Sue Locke referred to the building 
of a new Village Hall as one of the 
noteworthy events in their time living in 
Bramley. That was nearly fifty years ago. 
The old, wooden Village Hall, which was 
in bad repair, was sited on The Street, 
facing Bell Meadow which is now called 
Clift Meadow. In 1969 the Clift brothers, 
William Clift and John Bellwood Clift, 
gave a piece of land to the village for 
the purposes of building a new, brick-
built Village Hall to replace the old one.  
An interim set of four Trustees was 
appointed (John Bellwood Clift, Francis 
Douglas Weston, Humphry Stuart 
Loftus Tottenham and Kenneth Harry 
Houlden) to look after the land until 
a new set of fifteen Trustees could be 
appointed to see through the planning 
and building and to begin running the 
new Village Hall. “The campaign was 
huge. The whole village got behind it 
and was busy fundraising – everyone 
was in it together…. It was really 
wonderful.” Sue Locke). The work was 
finished in 1970. The Village Hall’s 
Golden Anniversary is in 2020!

Who owns The Current  
Village Hall?
If your Council Tax bill has the name 
of Bramley at the bottom of the list 
of Council Tax beneficiaries then you 
live in the Parish of Bramley and you, 
yes you, together with all the other 
villagers, own the Village Hall.

Where is it?
It’s on The Street, directly opposite 
Bramley United Football Club ground.

Who Manages the Village Hall?
Well, you do! Or rather a maximum of 
eleven villagers are elected, co-opted or 
appointed as Trustees to run it on your 
behalf.

Who Elects Trustees?
Once again, you do! Every year the 
Village Hall AGM is held in late May/
early June when the Financial and 
Annual Reports are presented, the 
current Trustees stand down and a 
new set is elected. Co-opted members 
are appointed by the new Trustees, as 
is the Chairman. The Parish Council 
have the right to appoint one of their 
number to the Trust.

So who are the Trustees 
responsible to and what for?
Once again, they are responsible to you 
and, put simply, they are responsible 
for everything to do with the Village 
Hall from finance to maintenance. 
There are six areas which they have to 
collectively consider including ensuring 
the charity is carrying out its purposes 
for the public benefit and managing the 
charity’s resources responsibly.

Where does the money come 
from to keep the Village Hall 
running?
The Village Hall rooms and 
facilities are hired out to a variety of 
organisations on a regular weekly or 
monthly basis. For example, Bramley 

Village Hall is the home of Little Apples 
Preschool – judged by Ofsted to be 
‘Outstanding’. A look at pages 32 and 
33 of this magazine will provide you 
with a list of those other groups who 
hire the hall on a regular basis, together 
with their contact details.

The Trustees also organise annual 
events for Bramley and the 
surrounding district. The two regular 
fundraising events are The Mistletoe 
Fayre and the Bramley Art Exhibition. 

The hall is also a favourite place for 
parties, both for children (£39 for 3 
hours) and adults (£90 for six hours).

Occasionally, when wishing to 
purchase expensive items, grants are 
requested from the Parish Council or 
the Borough Council. This has enabled 
the Trust to install a public address 
system and buy 126 new chairs and 
accompanying storage trolleys. There 
is no regular, financial input from any 
other organisation.

It costs around £30,000 per year to 
run Bramley Village Hall. The Trust 
makes no surplus on the money they 
take in so a fine financial balancing act 
is called for.

THE NEXT AGM IS DUE VERY SOON. 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A 
TRUSTEE PLEASE CONTACT ME TO 
EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST. 

ALTERNATIVELY YOU MAY WISH 
TO EASE YOURSELF IN SLOWLY BY 
BECOMING A VOLUNTEER FRIEND 
OF BRAMLEY VILLAGE HALL. 

Thanks for reading this article

I hope I might hear from you.

Philip Lewis 
Chairman and Treasurer 
Bramley Village Hall

treasurer@bvht.org.uk

The main hall

The Bramley room
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

All Seasons
Window
Cleaning

Reliably serving the 
community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •

• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •

• Conservatory roof cleaning •

• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 
01256 353727

Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com

CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk
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Jackie Chappell is proof women can 
break through the glass ceiling. She 
told the Probus Club of Basingstoke about 

her rise to the top in a traditionally male working 
environment. Paul Flint explains more. 

Being a single mother with a job as 
a stock controller at Porsche (GB) in 
Reading Jackie needed to supplement 
her earnings so she started a market 
stall selling knitting wool. This proved 
successful and encouraged by her 
friend they opened a shop selling 
the same product range. However 
overheads meant that there was not 
sufficient profit to pay both of them. So 

what to do? Seeing a job advertised working from 5.00am to 
9.00am meant that while Jackie’s children could be looked 
after by her friend, she could continue with the shop and 
Jackie helped out at the weekend.

This part time position was with British Rail as an on train 
assistant ticket examiner. After initial training the guard 
almost prevented her from boarding the train in the sidings 
on her first week on the job.

“Clearly he didn’t want me to do the job and told me to sit 
in First Class and read the newspaper. By Friday he had 
relented and I started at the front of the train and we met in 
the middle. I was off and running.”

Thereafter she became the first female station manager at 
Henley. This sounds grand but in reality it meant that as well 
as selling tickets she had to keep the station clean and tidy. 

Then came privatisation. Working at Paddington for 
six months she won promotion to area Training and 
Development supervisor then became Engineering Manager 
in Reading, where, after fifteen years she took redundancy. 
A phone call encouraged her to take a different role as the 
interim manager of the Rail Industry Training Council 
where after several months she took on the position of Chief 
Executive. She was the first female CEO across the privatised 
rail industry which was steeped in male imagery from 
Stephenson’s Rocket through the Fat Controller in Thomas 
the Tank Engine stories and burley men driving monstrous 
smoke belching steam engines. In the 80s there were still 
times when passengers refused to board a train that had a 
woman driver. 

LIFESTYLE
Arriving at her first board meeting with the heads of all the 
rail companies she was mistaken for someone to serve the 
coffee. She summed up all her courage to face these men 
down.

“No, you are mistaken. I’m the CEO of the Rail Industry 
Training Council. Mine’s black please with one sugar.”

“I didn’t make the same mistake again of wearing a dark 
trouser suit as I looked too much like the men. I learned 
that I had to stand out from the crowd so I always wear 
something pink.”

Dealing with union leader Jimmy Knapp and government 
minister John Prescott MP was part and parcel of the job, 
receiving tremendous industry and government recognition 
during the seven years she was in charge.

The Paddington rail crash caused Jackie to review her life. 
She normally used that train but was on holiday.  For the 
last thirteen years she has run her own company in Reading 
called the Ironing Lady with a sister business the Cleaning 
Ladies, with twenty two staff and seven vans. She was the 
Sue Ryder Business Woman of the Year 2013 and in 2016 
was winner of Barclays Bank South England heat of the 
Female Entrepreneur Icon Category. There are few men 
who could achieve what Jackie Chappell has done.

See www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com for more 
information about the Probus Club.

Jackie Chappell with  
Fred Locke
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BRAMLEY KNITTING CIRCLE
The group was at “Vectis” on 28 March. This has now 
become the base for meetings on the last Tuesday of each 
month. The Knitting Circle has become a large, stable 
organisation with Freda taking over from Edna as leader/
treasurer. 

As you know I have always maintained that it is not a “knit 
and natter “ group and this was brought home to us when 
Freda gave us details of a consignment sent off to Knit for 
Peace. To say that there were over 15 kilos does not truly 
convey the extent of work, so here is a list of what we sent:

37 jumpers /cardigans
29 hats
8 scarves  
2 pairs of gloves
9 blankets
32 pairs of mittens 
26 teddies (Sherfield knitters contributed some of these)
2 twiddle muffs (from Sherfield knitters)

And this was just one consignment! Thanks to all who 
knitted, contributed wool, sewed up the garments and 
helped in any way. As well as doing all this work for Knit 
for Peace friendships have developed between people who 
would otherwise never have met. There is concern for each 
other, especially when someone is missing from meetings. 
News gets exchanged, there is a lot of laughter and then of 
course we enjoy tea, coffee and CAKE. More thanks here 
to champion cooks Dusty, Sue Locke, Sue Monger, Val, 
June, Pat Jones, Avril, June and Freda. If I have forgotten 

anyone please forgive me. One 
or two Sherfield knitters who 
have no circle have been invited 
through our ever-open door. 

Come and join us on 30 May.  

Phyl Davies

01256 881296 

LIFESTYLE
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Beat Report - Bramley and Sherfield

Burglaries:
There has been one reported burglary this month. It related 
to an attempted burglary where a female returned home and 
discovered that her front door lock had been tampered with. 
No entry was gained.

Please mark your valuables in some way with your post code 
or take a picture of them or any distinguishing marks.  If 
they are recovered by police, we will then be able to return 
them to you.  

Anti Social Behaviour:
There have been five reports of ASB this month. Considering 
the weather is getting warmer and evenings stay lighter for 
longer, five reports for the entire month isn’t a bad start to 
spring!

Suspicious Incidents:
There have also been eleven suspicious vehicle/ person 
reports. None of these reports indicate anything to be 
concerned about and none have any links to other crimes that 
have been reported.

Just because something gets reported as suspicious it doesn’t 
mean anything bad is actually happening or likely to happen 
- it’s just something that seems odd for the area.  If you see 
anything you consider suspicious please call us on 101 to 
report it. If there are any units free at the time of the call, they 
will attend. We would rather receive the call and it turn out to 
be nothing to worry about than not receive a call and it turn 
out to be something serious.

“Job of the year award”
It is time for me to complete my annual report for the parish 
council, which involves me looking through all incidents over 
the year.  I have decided to include a “job of the year award” 
as some of the calls we receive are quite funny and I like to 
incorporate some humour into my work (where appropriate) 
and I think it good to share some of this with you.

I found this incident particularly amusing, mainly due to 
the write up from the officer who attended. I would like 
to make it clear that the person who reported this was 
completely justified in calling us as it appeared that this was 
an ongoing domestic incident and we only discovered full the 
circumstances after a lot of time spent at the address by the 
attending officer.

Police were called to a report of a possible domestic.  Two 
females were shouting and an alarm was going off. On arrival, 
all was calm and the door was answered by an older female 
who spoke no English whatsoever - it was not even possible 
to ascertain what language she was speaking. We spoke to 
a younger female who also didn’t speak very good English 
either, but we managed to identify that she was the daughter. 
We managed to ascertain that the daughter was cooking 
dinner and then decided to take the dog out for a walk (this 
was established after the mother picked up the small dog and 
started waving it about in the hallway). When the daughter 
returned home she heard the fire alarm going off so started 
banging on the door. This woke up the mother who let her 
daughter in and she resolved the situation. Officers were 
shown the large pile of smouldering broccoli on the cooker 
which corroborated the dog waving explanation. Not a 
domestic, not a crime, the only offence was the burning of a 
boil-able food item.

Disclaimer: No animals were harmed during this report.

OUR COMMUNITY
Monthly Crime Statistics
ASB – 5 Assault – 2 

Burglary Dwelling – 1  Burglary non-Dwelling – 0

Concern for Welfare – 2 Criminal Damage – 4

Driving Complaint – 0 Drink Driving – 1  

Drug offences – 0 Missing Person – 0  

Public Order offences – 2 Road Traffic Collision – 2 

Suspicious Incidents – 1 Theft – 5   

Theft from Vehicle – 0 Theft of Vehicle – 0  

Theft of Pedal Cycle - 1

Emergency. As always, please can I ask all residents to 
report any suspicious persons, vehicles or incidents using 
the 101 telephone number; please only ring 999 if it is a 
genuine emergency. An easy guide on which number to use 
is this:

Is the incident in progress and is there a risk of injury or 
damage to property? – 999 

Has the incident already happened and there is no longer 
any risk? – 101

Anything else we need to know about? – 101

Many thanks,

PCSO Nathan Johnson
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The Priory 
Another busy term at The Priory has 
ended, here are Lucy and Madison - 
Year 5 reporters from The P.O.S.T (The 
Priory Official Student Times)) to tell 
you all about it...

A MidSpring Day’s Dream!
On Thursday 23 March KS1 had a 
Shakespeare Day and dressed up as 
Shakespearean characters. They all 
looked amazing! This was part of 
Shakespeare Week where children 
across the country learned about the 
great playwright William Shakespeare. 
The POST sent me down to investigate 
the exciting activities that took place 
throughout the day.

In the morning, the children had an 
assembly to see everybody’s costumes. 
It was hard to choose who had the best 
costumes in the competition but the 
winners were Hadley and Mabel  in Year 
R, Luca and Imogen  in  Year 1 and Ted 
and Darcy in Year 2. Well done to all 
those who took part!

Throughout the day there were lots 
of different activities to do with 
Shakespeare. In Year 2 they did lots 
of fun things: writing with quills, 
Shakespeare fact files, exploring A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream and making 
PowerPoint slides about Shakespeare. 
Year 1 watched A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, did Tudor dancing and made 

wands, donkey ears and 
puppets. Year R didn’t 
miss out, they made 
fairy wings and donkey 
ears, and did some 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream role play. A great 
day was had by everyone. 

Fancy Dress to Impress
We celebrated World Book Day on the 
3rd of March 2017. This year was its 
20th year. World Book Day is the day 
where everyone dresses up as their 
favourite book character. It celebrates 
authors, illustrators, books and reading. 
The main aim of World Book Day is to 
encourage children to enjoy reading. 

The winners this year were: KS2 - 
Amelia B as Gangster Granny, Angelo 
as Bruno from Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas, William B as the BFG, Bella 
as Aslan from The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe, Maya as Moaning 
Myrtle from Harry Potter, Jett as Tom 
from The Water Babies, Monty as Ratty 
from Wind in the Willows and Isla J as 
Dobby from Harry Potter. In KS1, Ryan 
as scarecrow from The Wizard of Oz, 
Charlotte H as Cat in the Hat, Maya MB 
as Winnie the Witch, Felix as Peter Pan, 
Ted as an Oompa Loompa and Annya as 
Little Red Riding Hood.

The day was so much fun, I think 
everybody enjoyed themselves a lot. 

OUR COMMUNITY

Easter at  
Little Apples
In the weeks leading up to Easter the 
children at Little Apples had lots of fun 
making Easter crafts, including bunny 
ears, Spring bonnets and chocolate 
nests. We have enjoyed some splendid 
weather in the garden and planted 
sunflowers and pea plants. We have 
made a project of measuring and talking 
about the sunflowers and all of the Little 
Apples planted one to take home.  

It has been lovely to see so many 
daffodils and other flowers blooming 
in our garden, they make it so bright 
and cheerful. We also have a sensory 
garden with herbs, lavender and 
flowering succulents which is enhanced 
by mirrors. This is great for the children 
to explore with all their senses and they 
have learnt to treat it gently and with 
respect.

We had a super Easter egg hunt on the 
last day of term and a special snack of 
hot cross buns. Our Easter raffle was 
really well supported and we raised £75 
for resources for our garden. We would 
like to say a big thank you to all of the 
families who donated prizes and bought 
tickets.

Next term promises to be a very busy 
one with our Summer trip, sports and 
family fun afternoon and then the 
Leavers Party. It’s hard to believe how 
fast the year is flying by. We will also 
have our own caterpillars which we will 
study as they grow and finally become 
butterflies.

Government help with childcare is 
changing this September, with 30 hours 
available for some 3 and 4 year olds and 
tax free childcare. This is in addition 
to the current 15 hours for all 3 & 4 
year olds and some 3 year olds, and the 
help some families get through their 
Tax Credits. However, it can all seem 
a bit confusing. The Government has a 
website https://www.childcarechoices.
gov.uk/  which helps direct families 
to which offers might suit their 
circumstances.

Little Apples is now open 30 hours a 
week in term time to accommodate this 
and we accept all children from age 2. 
Please email manager@littleapples.org 
or ring Jo on 01256 886408 for details.

Royal British Legion  
- Bramley and District Branch 
You don’t need to have served in 
the armed forces to join the Royal 
British Legion.

By the time you read this we will have had a 
successful visit to RAF Odiham by the Branch on 
24 April at 1330.  The writer is now much happier 
that we should be able to survive until the end of 
the year without another RAF presentation or visit.  
That being said, we should thank RAF Odiham for 
hosting us.  In all seriousness, whilst a little inter-
service rivalry is healthy, I do respect all the services and what they do for 
our country, which is why I am a member of this fine organisation. (Yes, that 
includes the RAF too!!!)

Our next Branch Meeting will be on Tuesday 9 May at 19:30 in Cross House, 
Bramley, and the presentation will be the labours of a Battlefield Tour 
Guide given by our Vice Chairman Rhydian Vaughan.  Now we have a larger 
number of members attending, we will be transferring the meeting to the 
Downstairs Hall, so yours truly won’t have to stand in the corner on the 
Naughty Step (however, those of you following these ramblings would have 
noted that I had predicted this in a previous issue).

Steve Day – Branch Treasurer – 07341 552732
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We are used to seeing Red Kites around 
Bramley but Buzzards like this one 
are harder to spot. John Stubbs tells 

us more about these impressive birds.   
In the UK as a whole there are probably a couple of dozen 
buzzards for every red kite.  Round Bramley, it seems to 
me very different – more kites than buzzards.  This could 
be partly because kites are out there kiting a lot of the time, 
while buzzards prefer a quiet sit, watching for a meal to 
appear – hence rather less obvious. This one I saw, high in a 
tree near Lane End, waiting for breakfast.

The two raptors have a fair amount in common, though.  
Both are general feeders – it really doesn’t pay to be too 
fussy if you want to thrive in a changing environment such 
as ours.  And, in fact, both of these fine animals are doing 
ok, though there are still a lot of unknowns regarding quite 
how their populations have been affected. Going back to, 
say, the middle ages, kites were valued as city scavengers 
and protected for this reason – to the extreme of capital 
punishment for killing them.  The buzzard was less valuable 
for street hygiene as it preferred live prey, but managed 
widespread population in the UK all the same.  Into the 
nineteenth century, however, things started to get distinctly 
sticky: a combination of factors had led to a steep decline in 
the numbers of both birds. 

Probably the worst of these influences was the growth of 
game shooting by the big estates - gamekeepers saw them 
as predators of their poults (the young gamebirds) and 
were in no position to take any chances. Thus widespread 
culling made the predators rarer, hence more valuable to the 
specimen collectors: ironically the eggs and stuffed birds were 
seen as inexhaustible resources. There was some relief during 
wartime, but the rabbit myxomatosis epidemic of the 1950s 
cut their staple food supply drastically.  Then came the use of 
pesticides, which appeared to affect eggshell thickness - only 
some years after these were withdrawn did the tide turn.  

More lately studies of buzzard faeces have shown that 
gamebirds form only a small part of their diet, as do 
songbirds.  Certainly some will be taken, but there’s really 
no evidence that either population is seriously affected by 
buzzard predation in the long term: their main diet is young 
rabbit, topped up with carrion, worms, mice and voles, and 
any other small prey around at the time.  The problems arise 
when local conditions lead to a lot of young buzzards finding 
an easy take-away joint. Good practice, though, has shown 
that it’s quite possible to keep losses down without drastic 
measures, most well-run game breeders have accepted that 
culling is not the best answer.  Though buzzards are distinctly 
territorial, it doesn’t take long for it to get round that there’s a 
vacant patch, so another chancer soon moves in.

The term Hawk Eye conjures up being able to spot a bunny 
a mile away.  In fact this degree of acuity is probably a bit 
of an exaggeration – they do have a lot more light receptors 
per square millimetre of the retina than we do, but their eyes 
are a lot smaller, which is a definite problem.  On balance, it 
seems they can see about twice as well as we can – in terms 
of image sharpness, anyway.  Where they really score is in the 
speed of processing: try flying a drone through a wood, and 
see how long it lasts.  Whereas we can happily watch a movie 
at 24 frames per second, never noticing the flicker from one 
pic to the next, a buzzard would be seeing a series of stills, 
like an old lantern slide show. Perhaps that’s why they don’t 
bother.  They’re also very sharp at spotting movement, with a 

BEAUTIFUL BRAMLEY

wide arc of vision – but the buzzard is very much the day-
bird, having better colour perception than, for instance, an 
owl, but unable to cope with low-light hunting. They can see 
a wider range of colours than we can, and hence have some 
sensitivity to ultra-violet light. One idea was that it lets them 
see urine trails from voles. This has proved a little speculative 
in fact, though it does make a nice theory, if you like that sort 
of thing; perhaps a bit like that swimming pool myth. 

During the early part of the year they’ll be seen making 
spectacular aerobatic displays.  An intruding neighbour or 
roaming juvenile buzzard will promote a show of strength 
and aggression: resident birds will make a point of soaring 
to a great height, then diving, stooping, twisting and looping.  
That’s the way to show who’s the boss buzzard in Bramley.

Stars in the grass
Exotic and striking in appearance, orchids can be found in a 
diverse range of habitats - now is the perfect time to discover 
them, with the Wildlife Trust’s guide to orchids.

•  Early purple orchid  •  Pyramidal orchid

•  Green-winged orchid •  Bee orchid

When admiring orchids please remember the immature 
plants that may surround the flowering spike. Avoid 
trampling future flowers by keeping to the paths and 
thoroughly checking where you put your feet.

To find out more about local orchids, why not visit the 
Wildlife Trust’s online shop where we have ‘A Guide to 
Finding Orchids in Hampshire & the Isle of Wight’ available 
to purchase for only

£5.95 (+p&p). Visit www.shop.hiwwt.org.uk
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OUR COMMUNITY
BASINGSTOKE LIONS 
CLUB
Our Swimathon raised around £3700 
which was fantastic.  More of that next 
month.

Lenny, the Basingstoke Lion, has been 
out and about with other members of 
the Club helping collect for the Marie 
Curie Daffodil Appeal. Lenny has also 
made appearances at all sorts of fetes, 
festivals and foodbanks to the delight 
of kids of all ages.    He seems to vary in 
size from 5ft 4 to 6ft 3, but I’m sure it’s 
nothing to do with the foodbanks!

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
The weather is warming up so it’s time 
to dust off the Lions Den (our putting 
game) in preparation for the dozen 
or so events for which it has already 
been booked. Look out for it from the 
beginning of May onwards.

8/07/2017 Sees a welcome return of 
the Heritage Light Orchestra who 
will play for us at QMC. Very definitely 
one of our most entertaining and 
interesting evenings. 

WELFARE: 
We spent £150 to resolve 2 domestic 
emergencies and £650 to help 3 small 
charities with projects.

PEACE POSTER COMPETITION: 
The Lions club are looking for young 
artists who are between the ages of 11 
& 13 to design a poster depicting “The 
Future Of Peace”.  They will have until 
November to submit their finished 
design. For information and the poster 
kit please contact John Lincoln on 
01256 325280 or email jomolincoln@
btinternet.com . It is about time we had 
a Basingstoke winner.

www.basingstokelions.org.uk

BASINGSTOKE CIVIL 
SERVICE RETIREMENT 
FELLOWSHIP
This month’s speaker was Mel Rees 
who gave a very humorous, amusing 
and light-hearted look at life including 
snobbery, the over-stated and self-
delusions of those who control our 
everyday lives and children who 
won’t leave home. He gave an account 
of being born in 1947 and living in 
Battersea, South London, until he was 
21 years of age. Despite being a train 
spotter he eventually met a girl who 
he married and they moved to Ash 
Vale, Surrey, where he continues to 
live. He is the father of three children 

but having managed to get rid of two 
is still looking for any suggestions for 
disposal of the third which would be 
greatly appreciated. After writing his 
first semi-autobiographical book in 
1989 (written under the pseudonym 
Anthony Mann) he was unable to find a 
publisher so took the bull by the horns 
and decided to create “Trouser Press” 
which has so far published 6 of his 
books - “Brought to Book - My Family 
and Other Setbacks!”, “Brought to 
Book Too – That’s Life!”, “And Another 
Thing I Meant to Say…..!”; “You’ll 
Never Believe It But.....!” ,”A Funny 
Thing Happened On The Way.....!” 
and his most recent one “Last Mann 
Standing”.        

The next meeting is on 3rd May when 
the speaker will be Jackie Bond on the 
“Alexander Technique”. The group 
meets on the first Wednesday of each 
month at Brookvale Village Hall 
from 10 am to 12 noon and all retired 
Civil Servants and their partners are 
welcome.  The year’s programme 
and further details about meetings 
can be obtained from the Secretary 
Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 
bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you 
would like to join us on any of our trips 
please contact Kate Lambeth on 01256 
328791.

David Cowling
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OUR COMMUNITY

News from Butter Daisy Nursery
As Spring approached we 
decided to use this as our focus 
for the month and provided 
activities to support the children 
as they learned, through play, 
about the season…

Pre-School worked on their 
number skills by counting the 
petals on real flowers, Lego 
flowers and pictures of flowers; 
they then matched this to the correct number to help them 
count and recognise numbers.  They also talked about baby 
animals, particularly lambs as one of the children who lives 
on a farm had some that had just been born! Toddlers also 
learned about baby animals and made picture collages of 
lambs, using cotton wool, and piglets using pink tissue 
paper. Babies made some beautiful flower garlands using 
a variety of different paints and these are now hanging 
from the beams in their suite. We all went on a spring walk 
together to look at the different flowers around the meadow, 
which we thoroughly enjoyed.

This month we also celebrated St Patrick’s Day…

The children have been busy doing lots of art and craft 
activities. We made Irish flags, encouraging the children to 
choose the appropriate colours and working on our colour 
recognition skills in this way. We also used this activity to 
work on our fine motor skills as we made shamrock collages 

using a variety of green materials such as paint, glitter and 
tissue paper. The children chose what materials they would 
like to use meaning that every shamrock was individual and 
unique to that child.

If you are interested in coming to visit the Butter team please 
call us on 01256 882515.  There is also lots of information 
about all of our nurseries within the company, our mission 
statement, opening times and fees on our website www.
mydaisynursery.com

By Kelly Wills
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WHAT’S ON
May events at the Basingstoke Discovery Centre
To book a place, you can order online from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/
home.php ,or visit Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or call 01256 
478670. Advance booking is strongly recommended.

Board in the Library
Wednesday 3 May / 2pm – 6pm / FREE 
Saturday 6 May / 11am – 4pm / FREE 
Wednesday 17 May / 2pm – 6pm / FREE 
Wednesday 17 May / from 6.30pm / FREE  
Wednesday 31 May / 2pm – 6pm / FREE

Bring out your competitive streak with 
games like Splendour and Carcassonne. 
Or working cooperatively – try a game of 
Pandemic to help save humanity!

Hearing Impaired Reading Group
Friday 5 May / 2pm – 4pm / FREE 
An opportunity to meet people in a 
similar situation round a shared interest

Wonderful Wordsmiths
Wednesday 10 May / 4pm – 5pm / FREE  
Wednesday 24 May / 4pm – 5pm / FREE  
A fun creative writing club for 8-13 olds

Memory Box Project
Friday 12 May / 10.30am – 12.30pm 
Friday 26 May / 10.30am – 12.30pm 
The memory box project is an exciting 
reminiscence project open to all. Drop 
in and share some stories around the 
interesting objects on display.

Russia and Europe: What Next?
Saturday 13 May / 2pm / £5 
A travel talk with John Pilkington 
Passions are running high in Ukraine and 
the breakaway states of the Caucasus. 
John Pilkington, award winning 
adventurer for BBC Radio 4, spent five 
months here and, although none the 
wiser about what Mr Putin is planning, 
he did get a surprising insight into the 
Russian and Ukrainian people and their 
sadness about past and present conflicts.  
Accompanied by stunning photographs.

Chatterbooks
Saturday 13 May/ 10.30am – 11.30am / 
FREE / Ages 8-11 
Are you a Bookaholic? Do you enjoy 
sharing ideas, making new friends 
and exploring new subjects? Join 
Chatterbooks a book group with books, 
activities, quizzes and lots more. Sign up 
at the Information Desk in the library. 

Dementia Awareness Week
Mon 15th May - Sun 21st May 2017 
A range of organisations will be visiting 
and offering advice, support and free 
drop-in sessions for those who are 
affected by dementia or who just wish 
to find out more. Visit Basingstoke 

Discovery Centre to find out about the full 
programme of events.

Positive Living Evening
Line Dancing
Wednesday 17 May / 6.30pm – 7.30pm / £4 
With Booted Out Line Dancing Club 
Line dancing keeps the body and mind 
active….and no partner is needed!! Booted 
Out Line Dancing Club are offering this 
one-hour taster session for all ages. Wear 
comfortable shoes, low heeled boots or 
shoes with leather or slippery soles (but 
not trainers) and give it a try! 

Positive Living Evening
The Digestive System and 
Cellular Health
Wednesday 17 May / 7.30pm / £4 
With Jane Wilkinson: The Body Mentor 
Our digestive system is TOP PRIORITY 
with the Brain and Heart. We all know 
and realise how important our brain and 
heart are, but does anyone ever put the 
Digestive System next to those? Without 
a healthy inside how can we expect to 
perform daily tasks efficiently, be free 
from pain and injury free. Discover the 
journey our food takes, learn how to 
influence its digestion for a healthier gut 
and take a mineral taste test to determine 
the effect your food may or may not be 
having on your body. (Avoid food and 
drink for at least 1 hour prior to the test)

Positive Living Evening
Evening reading Group 
Wednesday 17 May / 7pm / FREE 
If you would like to join a reading group 
– but are unable to meet with one of our 
afternoon groups, join us this evening 
for a chat about your favourite reading 
material. Ask at the information desk for 
details and to book your place.

Positive Living Evening
3-D Colouring
Wednesday 17 May / From 6.30pm / FREE 
Keep calm and let your creativity flow.  
Bring your own colouring to life using the 
3D Quiver App. All materials and support 
provided.

Positive Living Evening
Meditation: an introduction
Wednesday 17 May / 7.30pm / £4 
With Kadampa Meditation Centre 
Southampton 
What is meditation and how can it benefit 

body and mind? Join teachers from the 
Kadampa mediation centre and learn how 
keeping the mind peaceful can lead to a 
feeling of calm and contentment in your 
daily lives.

Positive Living Evening
Public Access Defibrillators 
Demonstrations
Wednesday 17 May / 7pm / £2.50 
Sudden cardiac arrest remains the 
UK’s single biggest killer, Public 
Access Defibrillators (PADs) are 
lifesaving machines and very easy to 
use. Steve Cartwright from the South 
Central Ambulance Service leads this 
demonstration and teaching session 
on the use of an Automated External 
Defibrillator. 

Positive Living Evening
Dementia Awareness 
Wednesday 17 May / 7.30pm / £2.50 
An interactive session looking at how 
dementia affects everyday life and how 
friends and family can be of support.

Positive Living Evening
Evening Creative Writing Group
Wednesday 17 May / 7pm / FREE 
If you would like to join a creative writing 
group – but are unable to meet with 
one of our afternoon groups, join us 
this evening for a chat and advice about 
writing techniques from others. Ask at the 
information desk for details and to book 
your place.

Learning in Libraries
Charcoal Workshop
Wednesday 24 May / 9am – 12noon / £15 
During this workshop learn about the 
possibilities of charcoal and how to 
use value, shade, create textures and 
composition. No previous knowledge 
required. All levels welcome! Pay £2 to 
the tutor on the day for materials or bring 
your own.

Learning in Libraries
Acrylics Workshop
Wednesday 24 May / 1pm – 5pm / £20 
During this workshop learn the technique 
and process of painting with acrylics. 
Explore different processes of developing 
a painting from start to finish (sketch, 
composition, colour mixing, etc.) No 
previous knowledge required. All levels 
welcome! Pay £5 to the tutor on the day 
for materials or bring your own. 

Film Group for Stroke Survivors
Friday 26 May / 2pm – 4pm / FREE
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WHAT’S ON

Mondays

Badminton Village Hall

Beavers School Hall

Pilates Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 9am Brocas Hall

Music With Mummy 10.00am Village Hall

Jolly Babies 10.45am Village Hall

Stay Active As You Age Class – 
11am Brocas Hall

Cubs 6.30-8pm School Hall

Fitness league 7.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Trail Runners 7.3opm Clift Meadow car park

Tuesdays

0-5 club Clift Meadow Pavilion

Badminton Village Hall

Bell Ringing St James’s

Dance Club (Petite School) Village Hall

Karate Primary School Hall

Short Mat Bowls Village Hall

Tuesday Club St Stephen’s Hall

Pilates 9.30am Brocas Hall

Bramley Mums Walking Group 
6.50 for 7pm Clift Meadow car park

Wednesdays

1st Bramley Brownies Village Hall

Guides Village Hall

Parish Council Meetings 3rd 
Wednesday of the month Village Hall 

Rainbows Village Hall

Scouts Brocas Hall

Baby Clinic 2nd Wednesday 
9-11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

WG Pilates  9.30-10.30am Cross House

Caterpillar Music 9.45am Village Hall

Pregnancy yoga 6-7pm Cross House

Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Clubbell yoga 7.15-8.45pm Cross House

Trail Runners 7.30pm Clift Meadow car park

HIIT/Bootcamp 7.45-8.30 School Hall

Thursdays
Bramley & Romans Floral 
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall

Dance Club Primary School Hall

Dance Club (Petite) Brocas Hall

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday Cross House

Pilates St Stephen’s Hall

WI 2nd Thursday Village Hall

WI Lite 4th Thursday Village Hall

Body Tone 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 5.45pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 6-7pm,  7.15-8.15pm 
& 8.30-9.30pm Cross House

Youth Club 6-8pm Brocas Hall

Modern Jive Classes 8-10.30pm Village Hall

Fridays

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 3.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

ARO Kickboxing 7.00pm Village Hall

Saturdays

Dance School Brocas Hall

Farmers market 1st Saturday Clift Meadow Pavilion

Sundays

Dinky Disco Village Hall

Stitch Together Village Hall

See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley  
& St Stephen’s Little London
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WHAT’S ON
Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations

Organisation Name Tel No Email Remarks

Parish Council Maxta Thomas 07810 692486 www.bramleypc.co.uk 
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk Not for bookings

Clift Meadow Eileen Gulston 881125 e.e.gulston@btinternet.com Bookings

Cross House Pam Luck 882687 crosshousebramley@gmail.com Bookings

Village Hall Catriona Hayward 07464 747779 Bookings@bvht.org.uk Bookings

School Hall Julie Francis 881339

Badminton Jane Matthews 881647

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Jodie Saunders 881113 jodie@bramley-scouts.org.uk

Bell ringers Terry Cooper 881102
Bramley Mum’s  
Walking Group Julie Wilson juliebelam12@gmail.com

Bramley Out of School 
Club and Summer  
Holiday Club

Julie Belam 07711 339306 info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com  
www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com

Bramley Volunteer Drivers 07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook

Bramley Youth Club Chris Holland 01256 883486 cgh505935@aol.com

Brownies Suzanne Cox 07920 822221 suzanne-cox@hotmail.com Now Weds only

Caterpillar Music Jasmine McCarthy 07952 935021 jasmine.mccarthy@caterpillarmusic.com

Country Music Roy Seymour 07917 744780 No children please

Dance Club (Petite) Louise Onslow 883568
DanceXAffinity/ 
Modern Jive Chris Birch 07979 417743 info@dancexaffinity.co.uk

Dinky Disco Nikki Mills 07523072591 nikki.m.mills@hotmail.com

Exercise classes Caroline Sherlock 07845 217901 caroline@this2thisfitness.co.uk

Farmers market Jo Kemp Williams 07557412400 jo.kempwilliams@outlook.com

FLexercise Alison Howard 01256 327014 ah.fitnessleague@gmail.com                            

Floral Society Joyce Rawlinson 889040

Guides Louise Whitmarsh 01256 881125  louise_whitmarsh@hotmail.com

Hatha Yoga Jacqui Morris 07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com

Jolly Babies Cathy Rowe 07766 931170 cborro2@btinternet.com

ARO Kickboxing Aidan Hudson 07910 054694 aidanhudsonpt@gmail.com

Little Apples Jo Whatley & Sian 
Davies 886408 manager@littleapples.org

Lunch Club Chris Woodward 884065

Music with Mummy Cathy Rowe 07766 931170 cborro2@btinternet.com

Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk

Pilates Heather Lewis 07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com

Pilates Kelly James 07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com

Pilates (WG Pilates) Wendy Gill 07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk

Royal British Legion Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516

Short Mat Bowls John & Pauline Walker 881065

St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter 850394 doreen.quilter@btinternet.com Bookings

Thula mama Rebecca Cooch 07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com

Trail Runners Richard Perkins richardperkins@yahoo.com

WI Anne Porter 881691

WI Lite Sarah Spencer k_srah@hotmail.com

Yoga Felicity Wood 07980 304590 felicitywoodyoga@gmail.com

0-5s club Laura Lamb 07766 560918 lauraslamb@gmail.com
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For all your legal needs

Victoria House, 39 Winchester Street, Basingstoke

01256 844888 www.lambbrooks.com

�

�

�

Conveyancing

Wills & Probate

Family

�

�

�

Personal Injury

Employment

Dispute Resolution

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

LINGUATASTIC offers language lessons (adults/children, 
group/private).  Tel 811100.

TRADITIONAL PLASTERER All aspects of plastering - 
Small works welcome. Call 07958 670774 - 01256 364991 
(Dave)

Moving sale have various large and small house items for 
sale- please contact for a list. 01256 883684

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE SERVICES All types 
of installation and maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ attendance 
systems, carpentry and decorating. Cleaning services, secure 
disposal of office document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

To advertise in the classified section and reach 
2000 homes in and around Bramley for as little as 

£2 per line. Contact:  
Christine Delve - adverts@bramleymagazine.org.uk  

or visit www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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Suppliers & Installers of:

• Wood Flooring
• Laminate Flooring
• Underfloor Heating
• Carpets & Vinyls
• Amtico
Home Sample Service Available
Free Estimates & Expert Advice

Unit 7b Cufaude Business Park, 
Cufaude Lane, Bramley, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG26 5DL

Showroom Open Saturday 10am-1pm

St. Michael’s Hospice  
Sunflower Appeal & Fete
Sunday 4 June 12 noon  Free entry
The fete will feature a wide selection of 
stalls, games and refreshment stalls. 
The Sunflower Appeal, gives people the chance to 
remember a loved one by dedicating a sunflower in their 
memory. These will be blessed at 11.30 on Sunday 4 June 
and displayed in the Hospice gardens throughout June 
for people to visit and take time to reflect. 
For more information on the Sunflower Appeal and Fete 
please visit the website stmichaelshospice.org.uk, email 
events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk or call the Fundraising 
Hotline on 01256 848848. 
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