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Cover photo:  
Poppies at the Tower of London  
by Rachel Barclay Smith

It’s 15 October and I am writing this outside in the sun. This time tomorrow 
we are promised gale force winds and rain.  Having spent some time in 
America over the summer I got used to getting dressed without looking at a 
weather forecast. I knew it would be a shorts and t-shirts day before I opened 
the curtains.  Imagine if we had that weather here – we would be able to plan 
barbeques and summer fetes without first buying a gazebo and there would 
be no need to pack jumpers and jeans for a summer break in Cornwall.  If 
you live somewhere near the equator such as Singapore you can enjoy similar 
temperatures and hours of sunshine throughout the year.  Being a bit of a sun 
worshiper I quite fancy living in such a climate and I think the migratory birds 
you can read about on page 21 have the right idea. However, as my daughter 
kicked through the leaves on the way to school the other day, she said how 
much she liked the seasons and I suppose I would miss them if I lived in Bali 
instead of Bramley. As the nights draw in and the temperatures fall it is nice 
to curl up with a book in front of a fire.  In a month or so we will be sending 
Christmas cards, many featuring snow and snowmen. I don’t think I have ever 
had a white Christmas but I live in hope and I certainly wouldn’t get one in 
Bali! Then, before we know it, spring is here again and we are surrounded by 
signs of new life and the promise of warmer weather.

In the same way as we associate the seasons with certain types of weather, 
the months have their own connotations.  January (at least the first week of 
it) is the “let’s get fit and stop drinking alcohol month”, May still haunts me 
as the exam month while August is all about holidays. November is typically 
associated with remembrance and many of us will soon be wearing poppies.  
The photo on the front of the magazine was taken a few years ago at the 
Tower of London where 888,246 ceramic poppies filled the moat, each poppy 
representing a British military fatality during the First World War. John Stubbs 
tells us more about these flowers on page 27, while John Lenton reflects on 
Dunkirk on page 7.  Steve Day has news of the poppy appeal on page 18 and 
Michael Luck shares his personal memories on page 11.  

On a lighter note, why not give your brain a work out with the dingbats on page 
14 or turn to page 18 to see what a castle made of wool looks like. It’s all here in 
your magazine!

Best Wishes

Rachel

Rachel Barclay Smith - Editor

“Learn from the mistakes of others.  
You can never live long enough to  

make them all yourself. ”

 Groucho Marx

Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers with information they may find useful and of 
interest. We take all reasonable steps to keep this information current and accurate, but errors can occur. 
The editor reserves the right to make changes to any contributions. Bramley Magazine is not responsible 
for and does not endorse any advertising, products, or opinions expressed in this publication and shall not 
be liable to any party as a result of information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be reproduced.
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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CHURCH SERVICES

Church diary for November…

5th 4th Sunday before Advent
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

12th Remembrance Sunday
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Remembrance Service – St James

19th 2nd Sunday before Advent
8.00 Holy Communion – Little London
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Morning Worship – St James

26th Christ the King – Sunday next  
before Advent

8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Make Your Own Christingle!  

– Cross House
10.30 Christingle Service for All – St James

…and into December

2nd 4.00pm OPEN-AIR CAROLS with Tadley 
Band at Bramley Primary School.  
Enjoy mince pies and mulled wine 
while we sing our favourite carols!

3rd 1st Sunday of Advent
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

10th 2nd Sunday of Advent
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion St James
5.00pm Carol Service – Little London

17th 3rd Sunday of Advent
8.00 Holy Communion – Little London
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 NO service
6.00pm Carol Service – St James

Catholic services
Basingstoke
Church of St Bede, Popley Way, RG24 9DX 
Sunday Mass: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm in St Bede’s 
Mass usually: Tues, Thurs and Sat 9.30 am in St Bede’s
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX: 
Mass usually: Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30 am in Holy Ghost Church
Phone 01256 465214 or email 
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information 
See www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Tadley
St Michael’s Church, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG 
Saturday Mass: 6.00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 9.15 am 
Parish priest: 0118 9814572
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So convinced were the military that 
disaster was inevitable that King 
George called the nation to a National 
Day of Prayer on Sunday May 26th. 
Millions responded [as the photo 
shows, with thousands of people 
queuing up at Westminster Abbey 
to pray.] The Daily Sketch claimed, 
‘Nothing like it has ever happened 
before’.

There followed a series of ‘fortunate’ 
events.

Hitler overruled his generals, and 
halted his armoured columns ten 
miles from Dunkirk, relying, Churchill 
believed, on air power to annihilate the 
British Army. On Tuesday May 28th, 
however, a huge storm hit Flanders, 
grounding the Luftwaffe, and allowing 
the British troops to scamper, largely 
unharried, to the beaches. Despite the 
Flanders storm, an uncharacteristic 
calm settled over the Channel, 
enabling the armada of smaller ships 
to make the crossing. Over 335,000 
men got back to Britain: ten times the 
original estimate.

A day of National Thanksgiving was 
declared for June 9th. C.B. Mortlock, 
writing in The Daily Telegraph, 

ON REFLECTION

I have at last had the 
opportunity to go to see the 
movie Dunkirk, which has 

been on general release since 
the summer.    
Such has been the enthusiasm of its 
audiences, that it’s still being shown in 
various cinemas in our area, although 
not at normal peak viewing times, but 
rather at times that appeal primarily 
to seniors like ourselves; we saw it at 
11am on a Monday morning.

Having now seen the movie, it put me 
in mind of an article I read a few weeks 
back by a good friend of mine, Mark 
Greene, who is Executive Director of 
the London Institute for Contemporary 
Christianity, a man greatly gifted in 
writing both prose and poetry.  So I 
asked him if I could reproduce his 
blog about Dunkirk in the Bramley 
Magazine this month, and he kindly 
agreed.  So here it is.

“History, they say, is written by the 
victors.

Which is another way of saying that 
you can tell who is in charge by how the 
story is told. Christopher Nolan’s new 
film of Dunkirk is no exception. A tour-
de-force of tension from second minute 
to last, it is the tale of British character 
under extreme pressure, a homage 
to our doughty resolve to meet any 
challenge, a paean to our plucky Heath 
Robinson ingenuity when traditional 
methods fail – to build a sea dock from 
trucks overlaid with planks, to send out 
pleasure boats to rescue an army.

Tombs’ much lauded recent The 
English & Their History is similar: 
focusing on the loss of German nerve, 
the stubbornness of the French rear 
guard, quiet English stoicism, and 
Churchill’s granite determination 
that there would be, could be, no 
negotiating with Hitler.

But it is not quite the way the country 
lived the story at the time.

said: ‘the prayers of the nation were 
answered … the God of hosts himself 
had supported the valiant men of 
the British Expeditionary Force.’ 
Churchill, addressing the Commons, 
called it, perhaps more ambivalently, 
‘A miracle of deliverance’. Many 
officers and troops were clearer: God 
had stepped in.

But time passes, values change, and 
the tale is re-told by today’s cultural 
victors who choose to suppress these 
inconvenient, now academically 
awkward, witnesses to the glory of the 
living God.

Our call, as Psalm 145:4 reminds us, is 
to commend God’s works to the next 
generation, whether we see his hand 
on the beaches, the landing grounds, 
the fields… we shall never stop praising 
his name.”1

In the on-line comments that followed 
the publication of Mark’s blog, 
various viewpoints were represented, 
ranging from “I will read this to 
my grandchildren” to “Isn’t it a bit 
unBiblical to conclude that God picks 
winners and losers in what was a 
war between the great empires and 
nation-states of the world? The Bible 
only reveals God’s will in a limited set 
of historical events…, and even then, 
only in the context of His overarching 
mission to redeem all people and 
restore the earth to be a place of His 
peace and justice. It does not seem to 
give us warrant to start deciding whose 
side He was on based on the weather 
during a current human battle.”

Both seem to me valid comments.  
Personally, however, I don’t see the 
saving of over 300,000 lives and the 
eventual end to a regime that murdered 
6 million Jews as God “taking sides” 
with one nation over another, but 
rather as an action very much in 
keeping with God’s general character 
of compassion and grace for all people.  
As we approach Remembrance this 
month, maybe this incident is a 
reminder of what He is really like, and 
how He answers prayer that lines up 
with His nature and purposes.  And 
maybe it’s a reminder to us to consider 
how we should be praying today for our 
country’s wellbeing. God knows, we 
need His help more than ever today.

Rev’d John Lenton

1   © 2017, Mark Greene and the London Institute 
for Contemporary Christianity.  Reproduced by kind 
permission. 
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BM: How did you get into this 
line of work?
Naomi: I’ve lived in Bramley since I 
was about 16. A friend of mine worked 
in NHS care and thought I’d enjoy it.  So 
when Cherry Blossom Manor opened 
I applied for a job as a health care 
assistant - and I absolutely loved it. 

I moved up to be a senior carer and 
now I’m on the activities team, which 
means I can spend even more time with 
the residents. 

BM: I imagine your work is 
rewarding and also challenging. 
How do you relax in your free 
time?
Naomi: Ha ha! I have two boys who 
are eight and nine so I don’t have much 
free time!! 

MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

This month, Cherry 
Blossom Manor has 
a special celebration. 

So in this edition of Meet 
the Neighbours, we’ve 
asked Naomi Tomkins, who 
works there, to tell us more. 

Bramley Magazine (BM) Naomi, 
tell us about your work?
Naomi: I work for Barchester Care 
at Cherry Blossom Manor on German 
Road. I’ve been there 7 years now, since 
it very first opened. 

I’m on the activities team, which I love. 
We organise day trips and in-house 
activities, like crafts, choir visits and 
bingo …  all to entertain the residents 
and give them the best possible quality 
of life. 

BM: And you’ve just had a very 
special celebration, how did  
that go?
Naomi: Yes, we just had a big party at 
Cherry Blossom Manor for Barchester’s 
25th birthday. 

It went brilliantly – very busy! All the 
residents and their families said they 
had an absolutely great time. We had 
a caricaturist doing pictures and it was 
all done in 50’s diner style, so we had a 
really big sing-a-long, too. All the staff 
and families were involved and had 
loads of fun.

Naomi and her colleague Zoe enjoy the celebrations

The residents were treated to a special meal - 1950’s style

But my partner and I like taking the 
boys to play football and exploring 
the local parks.  In the summer our 
favourite thing is football on Clift 
Meadow. 

BM: What do you enjoy about 
living in Bramley? 
Naomi: It has a lovely village feel and 
a great community. There are so many 
lovely people. We enjoy going to the 
Bramley Inn and the garden there is a 
great place to watch the boys play footy 
in the summer! 

John Ferguson
Back in April 2015 we featured 
John Ferguson in Meet the 
Neighbours.  At that time John 
had lived in Bramley for 20 years 
and told us that almost as soon 
as he moved to the village he was 
elected to the Parish Council and 
remained a Parish Councillor for 
15 years. For a great deal of that 
time he was Chairman. He was 
also Chairman of the Clift Meadow 
Trust and President of the Bramley 
and District branch of the Royal 
British Legion.  It is therefore with 
sadness that we report his passing 
in September.  Our thoughts and 
condolences go to John’s family 
and friends.
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Bramley’s Neighbourhood Plan
The Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, Councillor 
Paul Frankum, gave his seal of approval for Bramley’s 
neighbourhood plan at a special reception held 
recently. The special event was held to congratulate 
the Parish Councils and neighbourhood planning 
groups in Bramley, Sherborne St John, Oakley and 
Overton who have all adopted plans. The plans are 
now part of the borough council’s development 
plan for Bramley and will be used when considering 
planning applications.

Cllr Frankum said “I applaud the hard work that 
has been undertaken over recent years by the local 
communities in order to get their plans accepted. 
Neighbourhood planning allows local people to 
have a real input into decisions about the future 
development of their communities and ensures that 
their needs are met.”

LIFESTYLE
Bramley WI
Last month Geoff Twine spoke to us about bomb disposal in 
North Wales. A very informative talk to a sparse audience 
due to many being on holiday, but the members that were 
there thoroughly enjoyed it.  It seems that a great number 
of bombs and explosives were dumped in quarries in the 
mountains. It was a while after the war that the bomb 
disposal squads were commissioned to make them safe.  It 
was a very dangerous exercise as there were so many of 
them, but it was successfully done. Our grateful thanks to 
Geoff for a most interesting talk.

A number of members went to Heathrow for the knitting of 
Inverness Castle. Like last year it was good fun and we met 
some lovely passengers who came and sat with us.

In October a solicitor, Tony Wright, came to talk to us about 
what to do about your Will, how best to deal with your 
inheritance to avoid your family paying high inheritance tax 
and how to deal with potential care home fees.   He was very 
informative and also advised us on Powers of Attorney and 
funeral plans. Although this was a serious subject he made 
it very light hearted with different funny captions on the 
screen and humorous stories. He very kindly gave us all a 
sheet which was a shortened version of the talk. 

Also in October we went to Tidal Bay crazy golf at Wyevale. 
It was great fun and after we finished we went over to the 
cafe and had tea and cakes – a very enjoyable afternoon.

Next month we are having an evening of making Christmas 
Decorations.

Jane Matthews

Sat Navs have a lot to answer for... The Mayor congratulates Malcolm Bell who led the  
Bramley neighbourhood planning group



10

Beavers
The Bramley Beavers were delighted to 
welcome Julie from Tesco in Chineham 
this week, to help us celebrate Diwali, 
as part of our international and 
religious badge work. Diwali is known 
as the festival of light and so we started 
by making and decorating lanterns. 

Following on from our row of lamps 
(Deepavali) we were lucky enough 
to taste some of the foods commonly 
associated with the festival. The finale 

was to produce our 
very own Rangoli, 
a welcome mat of 
colourful patterns, 
considered to bring good luck.

We ended with our adopted prayer: 

“Thank you for each happy day, for fun 
and friends, work and play.       

Thank you for your love and care at 
Beaver Scouts and everywhere”.

LIFESTYLE
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SPECIAL FEATURE
Remembrance – A Personal View:  Michael Luck
We are saying goodbye, one by one, to 
a generation of heroes.  They appear in 
the obituary columns, nonagenarians 
now, with tales of what they did 
in World War 2. They are almost 
forgotten by many.  But not forgotten 
by me and I suspect others in my 
generation.  Elsewhere in this magazine 
you will see others writing about 
Remembrance.  This is my personal 
Remembrance.

I was born in the mid- 1950s.  That 
makes me a ‘baby boomer’ apparently, 
one of those born between 1945 and 
1960.  The Baby Boom was the surge in 
births caused by returning servicemen 
being demobilised and starting families 
in the new optimism of the late 1940s 
and beyond.  Many who served on the 
Home Front also now felt able to start 
families after peace was restored.  

My father was in Monty’s Eighth 
Army, a Desert Rat, in the Sahara and 
later Italy.  I had two uncles in the 
RAF and one in the Royal Navy.  My 
father in law served in the RAF.  Many 
of my teachers had served in WW2.  
My headmaster at secondary school 
had served as an interpreter at the 

Nuremberg trials of war criminals, 
which gave added understanding to our 
history lessons.  Mothers and aunts had 
different experiences, sometimes in 
the Forces or doing jobs left vacant by 
men who were called up.  Sometimes 
they were managing the family in 
a challenging and stressful time of 
rationing and air raids.

The examples set by this generation 
helped to form our own characters.  We 
listened to their stories and picked up 
their expressions, such as ‘going for 
a burton’ and ‘pranging’ some piece 
of equipment.  They all had a fund of 
funny stories, but they never spoke 
of the darker things they had seen, of 
their mates who did not make it back, 
of how they managed in the cold dark 
nights watching for torpedo trails or 
listening for the approaching plane 
and wondering if it was friend or foe.  
Although all my relatives came back 
from the war, their experiences in some 
cases shortened their lives. 

No one had asked for any of this: it just 
happened to them.  And yet I do not 
remember anyone complaining about 
it or bemoaning the personal cost to 

them.  The much copied ‘KEEP CALM 
AND CARRY ON’ poster was exactly 
what they did.

So on Remembrance Sunday, 12th 
November, I will think of that 
generation: the ones who came back 
and produced our generation, and the 
ones who did not, and what might have 
been had they lived.  And then I think of 
those who have carried on the tradition 
before and since and do so now, to keep 
us all safe and able to live the incredibly 
fortunate lives that we do.
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BRAMLEY KNITTING CIRCLE
The group met as usual on 26 September with a large 
attendance and it was good to have June with us after her 
duty at the Vyne. We appreciated how tired she must be, but 
she was still knitting away. Her last blanket was beautifully 
finished off and will go with the next consignment. The 
letter we had for the last lot commented on how much our 
blankets and all our items for babies, children and adults 
were appreciated by those receiving them. Freda reports 
that we have enough now to send off the next consignment. 
Some of the group had knitted tiles, windows, bricks and 
green squares for a “knitfest” at Heathrow. This is now 
finished and any surplus squares will be adapted for other 
use. We now have an enormous amount of wool to use up 
and will welcome all knitters to come and help us in our 
work for the charity KNIT FOR PEACE. Val again helped 
sort out the teas and coffee and the coffee cake from Dusty 
was delicious. The circle will meet on October 31st and then 
on November 28th at Vectis. Hope to see you     
Phyl Davies 
01256 881296

OUR COMMUNITY
BRAMLEY LUNCH CLUB
The Lunch Club made an early start in Cross House on 14 
September with tea and coffee served before members broke 
up into small groups. There was activity with scoring around 
the “Pin Board”. The playing cards were out for a foursome 
playing rummy. Then it was time for Caroline to test us with 
her quiz and the “word search”. 

The third edition of Bramley Lunch Club Newsletter had 
gone to print and there were copies for all. Maureen’s 
travel news, the cake recipe and Phyl’s look back into 1985 
were all very interesting. Raffle tickets sold well and then 
lunch time was called by Judy. A choice of three mains; 
chicken and mushrooms in a cream sauce, beef or prawn 
curry, all very much enjoyed. The chocolate sponge was 
light and delicious! 

We drank a toast to Jay Hudson with Pimms provided by 
her kind family in remembrance; her organisation of beetle 
drives was certainly recalled and she was such a brave lady. 

There was news of Olive, now in Cherry Blossom but not 
forgotten as Christine and Phyl visit and take her books. The 
last news was from Caroline, that she was standing down as 
secretary but would still be helping the club. A nomination 
had been accepted from Pat Cole to take over the role of 
Secretary. Thank you very much Pat. The raffle was drawn 
and club closed with thanks to Judy, Val and Christine 
for all their work with the catering and kitchen chores. 
Our next news will include some items from the October 
12th meeting and November 9th when it will be the AGM 
at 2pm open to all. 

Contact details; 01256 881296 

Phyl Davies 
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Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

01256 882200
Sherdon House, Reading Road, Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ

www.simmonsandsons.com

Bramley Village Hall presents 

Free parking and free entry for all 

We-Keith and Linda Dilliway- are running an Alpha  
course starting in January at home in Bramley.

Join us to discuss the big questions of life while  
relaxing over a meal.

“My faith  ... a pretty personal, intimate thing... 
a huge source of strength in moments of life and  
death. At the heart of Christianity is the belief that  
we are loved and held and forgiven.” Bear Gryllis

Please contact: kdilliway@gmail.com  07783407473

Alpha is a ten-week discussion course and the first week is a 
‘taster’ to see whether or not you do want to commit to the rest 
of it. Each evening lasts about 1 ½ to 2 hours.
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LIFESTYLE
New vehicles at 
Hampshire County 
Council
Skanska are now the provider of 
Highway services for Hampshire 
County Council.

At the Hook depot, I had the 
opportunity to look at their new fleet 
vehicles and in particular the gritters, 
which paradoxically, we hope not to 
have to use too often.

These are very high tech machines with 
GPS and all the gizmos to make them 
as efficient as possible.

If it is a cold winter, there will be one 
coming your way.

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan 
Hampshire County Council

Bramley & Romans  
Floral Society
Our October meeting was a 
demonstration by Mrs Carole Stables 
entitled “Wedding Wonders”

Carole is a florist and does lots of 
wedding flowers; her arrangements 
depict the various wedding themes that 
are popular nowadays. Firstly a lovely 
‘Country’ theme, followed by a colourful  
‘Caribbean’.

Her third arrangement was a graceful 
‘Traditional’ wedding

Time for tea and home-made cakes, 
after which we went on to do two more 
arrangements; an interesting ‘Egyptian’ 
theme and a cheerful ‘Seaside’ wedding.  
During some of the demos Carole played 
corresponding music and she also 
produced a hat to match! 

Dingbats

We meet on the 1st Thursday of the 
month at Sherfield on Loddon Village 
hall at 1.30pm. Our next meeting on 2 
November is a demonstration called 
“Christmas Celebrations” Everyone 
is welcome.  Please contact Eileen on 
01256 881125 

Eileen Gulston

See answers on page 26

1 2

3

4
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LIFESTYLE
Probus hears about the Basingstoke to 
Alton Light Railway  
Dale Greenwood gave a talk to the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke which was about a local subject; the Basingstoke 
to Alton Light railway.  Most people will have seen the small 
section of railway track in the centre of the roundabout at 
Viables and possibly wondered about it. It was laid very close 
to the original position of the light railway that was opened 
in 1901 between Basingstoke and Alton. 

As a light railway it had 
restrictions, being built to a 
lower standard than traditional 
routes, which meant that only 

lighter engines could be used and were restricted to a top 
speed of 25 mph. The cost was £50,000 being a quarter 
of the typical budget if the line had been built to the usual 
standard.

It was mainly single track with, initially, only three trains 
in each direction daily. Stations were built at Cliddesden, 
Herriard,  Bentworth & Lasham and Butts Junction outside 
of Alton. While all the stations had sidings only Herriard had 
two platforms. The stations were hardly close to their village 
names and most of the nearby cottages seen today were built 
for the railway workers.

The total distance was only 12 miles and because of the 
stops and speed restriction the journey would take 45 
minutes. During WW1 the tracks were removed for use by 
the army in France. The line was re-opened in 1924. Never 
a commercial success, passenger services ended in 1932 
but a goods service continued from Basingstoke as far as 
Bentworth & Lasham until 1936.  A short siding remained 
from Basingstoke into the Thorneycroft factory (now the site 
of Morrisons supermarket)  used for goods traffic until 1967.

See www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com for more 
information about this social club for retired professional 
and business managers.

Paul Flint

Bramley Show 2017  
Regular supporters of the Bramley Show will be 
aware that it has been the practice to use some 
of the proceeds from the show for the benefit of 
organisations and activities for children in the 
village.

While the Show committee has previously decided 
which organisations should benefit each year it has 
decided this year to invite applications from the 
organisers of children’s organisations and activities 
in the village for consideration of the award of a 
grant from show funds.  Applicants should make 
their case for consideration including details of 
any specific projects they may be looking for help 
to finance and a clear connection to children of the 
village,

Applications should be made in writing and sent 
by post or e-mail to Anne Porter at 9 Longbridge 
Road, Bramley, Tadley, Hampshire RG26 5AN 
(e-mail annefporter@sky.com). The closing date for  
applications is 30 November 2017.

Watch out for details of the art and photography 
categories for next year’s show in the magazine after 
the new year.

Anne Porter 
Bramley Show Committee
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LIFESTYLE

Cryptic Crossword No: 13
See page 26 for the answers.

Across

1 Confused day, I act for Nero, so become prepared to go. (5,3,6)

7 Edge found in 'A Bridge Too Far'. (5)

8 I go to blab that this piece of music cannot be omitted. (9)

9 The process of making someone less brave ? (14)

12 Part of garment finds a point in elves. (6)

13 I'd state Sid would feel this aversion. (8)

16 Vessels developed when joints follow conflicts. (8)

19 De-cone this clue, its what I would do. (6)

20 Scruffy canines and conservative reveal pointless anecdote. (6,3,5)

23 His gout we arrange to have more significance. (9)

24 Boolean answer made up of four letters? (5)

25 Not a direction the sun would take at the equator. (4,4,2,4)

Down

1 Not often one would find this in the rear. (4)

2 A term for students perhaps or people in a restaurant. (9)

3 Dullard in colour made more than one hole. (7)

4 Occurring a second time initially, the weather in central Europe is 
revealing. (5)

5 Animals wildly rages on. (7)

6 American history film in which we saw show, then two. (3,3,4,3,3) 
See 22 down and 16 down.

9 River feature of character. (5)

10 Honours it questions this state of health. (7)

11 Seals that can blow in moments of anger. (7)

14 Can hare go to find nautical parking spot. (9)

15 Short lawyer in plaything is present. (5)

16 See 6 down. (3,3)

17 Nuclear vessel perhaps about thespian. (7)

18 Chimney residue he's followed and used many times to gently  
calm. (7)

21 Shine found in a single amber jewel. (5)

22 See 6 down. (4)
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Basingstoke

a r t 
c l a s s

    BASINGSTOKE ART CLASS STARTS SOON

•perfect For beginners to 
improvers

•all paint materials supplied

•step by step tuition with 
a professional artist

•10 week course

•mornings or afternoons

SPACES LIMITED, CALL NOW ON 07419 741670 

•discover your inner artist

•make new friends

Find us on FACEBOOK AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BASINGSTOKEARTCLASS

• ask us about our wine & paint evenings

Autumn at Little Apples
Hello from everyone at Little Apples.

We have had a lovely first half term 
here, welcoming lots of new starters 
and getting to know them and their 
families. To help with this our theme has 
been “all about me”. We talked about 
ourselves and our bodies, our homes and 
our village. We have also been thinking 
about people who help us and the 
children are enjoying playing in our role 
play fire station and fire engine.

The changing seasons offer many great 
learning opportunities and autumn 
offers some of the most dramatic 
changes. We have used falling leaves 
as our inspiration for lots of different 
activities and craft. The children made 
apple cakes with apples which had fallen 
from a tree in one of their gardens. 
They also made a delicious homemade 
vegetable soup, which we ate for a 
snack, when we learnt about harvest and 
Harvest Festival. 

The children have also made 
gingerbread boys and girls to help 
develop a sense of identity and self. They 
had fun making conker shakers when 
we were talking about things that fall 
from trees. They also loved a very messy 

activity of rolling acorns through paint to 
make beautiful paintings.

Just before half term is Diwali, the 
Hindu Festival of light with Halloween 
and Bonfire Night soon after we return 
so this is a great time of year for learning 
about celebrations and traditions.

OUR COMMUNITY
Little Apples accepts children from 
2 years old up to school age. We 
participate in the 2 year old funding 
scheme and the 30 hours funding 
scheme (which is available for some 
3 & 4 year olds) and well as the 15 
hours a week EYE grant scheme for 
all 3 & 4 year olds. Information is 
available from us or at https://www.
hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/
childrenandfamilies/childcare/
payingforchildcare/freechildcare 

If you have any questions about Little 
Apples or would like to look around, 
please do not hesitate to call us. Our new 
telephone number is 07598 588460
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Heathrow Knitters
Following on from previous articles, I am pleased to 
report that 16 ladies made their way to Heathrow on the 
8th/9th September; two cars each day with four in each, 
one for Terminal 2 and one for Terminal 5.  They were all 
Bramley ladies, from the WI, the knitting club, church and 
friends.  We knitted over 200 squares with passengers who 
were going to and from places all over the world.   The ladies 
all confirmed how much they had enjoyed the time and we 
were looked after very well by the staff. We returned home 
tired but very pleased with our two days. The 100 neck 
pillows we made for distribution to the public were very well 
received by passengers taking part and we could have given 
out many more.   

I would like to thank everyone who helped us with this 
project which continued with the completion of the model 
of Inverness Castle in wool. This was finished last week and 
sent by courier to Scotland and at the time of writing it was 
on display at the three-day festival in Inverness.   

The knitting and making of the pillows and castle was a 
project which took most of the summer months and I am 
so grateful to all the knitters and helpers, not to mention 
the yards of french knitting taken on by some of the ladies: 
a slow but very good addition to the castle towers. We were 
also asked to make a blanket in green to go under the castle 
and around 250 4” squares were 
knitted by the ladies and sewn up by 
Dusty Taylor and June Dawe. We now 
have our conservatory back; the castle 
was 4ft x 3ft x 2ft 6” and filled it. We 
can also use the shed again, which 
housed the huge box for the castle, and 
the spare bedroom, which is no longer 
a wool shop.

I am just so pleased everyone enjoyed 
taking part in this unusual event and 
even now we are still sewing together 
the squares knitted at the airport, plus 
those over from the castle etc. It looks 
as if around 15 blankets will soon be 
ready for the Queen Mothers Clothing 
Charity, the charity nominated by 
Heathrow. In addition, we were able 
to send 100 beanie hats to the charity 
donated by a friend of mine from 
Eastbourne.

Well done everyone and thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.

Joyce Rawlinson
The final model of Inverness Castle

Teaching some passengers to knit

LIFESTYLE
Royal British Legion - 
Bramley and District Branch 
- Remembrance
You don’t need to have served in the armed 
forces to join the Royal British Legion.

We had an excellent Annual Dinner for the Branch on 
Friday 6 October with our guest of Honour, Brigadier 
Steve Shirley, who is the Winchester District Garrison 
Commander (among other roles). After dinner Rhydian 
entertained us with his witty repartee whilst he persuaded 
the audience to part with their cash for auction items and 
for the flower arrangements.  The evening raised over £200 
for the Branch.

Our next Branch Meeting will be on Tuesday 14 November 
at 19:30 in Cross House, Bramley, but before then is one 
of the most important events in the Royal British Legion 
Annual Calendar.

The Royal British Legion is the 
custodian of the Remembrance of 
those who died serving their country 
in both World Wars and other 
conflicts. This year Ann Lenton, 
Michael and Pam Luck, have taken over the Poppy Appeal 
for the Branch and we would ask that you give them all of 
your support.  The period of Remembrance for the Branch 
culminates in a Church Service in St James’ Church, 
Bramley at 10:30am on Sunday 12 November.  All are 

welcome and we look forward to seeing 
you there on the Sunday.  Let us all make 
a special effort this year to raise as much 
money as possible to support the welfare 
of those that have served their country and 
their dependants. “Lest We Forget”

Steve Day – Branch Treasurer  
07341 552732
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Bramley School at Calshot 2017
In the last week of September, many of our Year 5 children 
went away for 3 days of ‘action and adventure’ on a 
residential trip to Calshot.

Once the children were settled into their rooms (and had 
made their beds!!) the fun began! There were skiing sessions, 
climbing and archery amongst the activities. The team swing, 
where children hoisted themselves to the top of a giant 
hangar, pulled a cord and then swung back and forth, was 
certainly a challenge to all children’s nerves and courage. 

By far a highlight of the time away was our afternoon 
kayaking. The sun shone as the children eagerly paddled 

out to sea. They learned to control their kayaks either 
individually or in a paired canoe. Our less confident 
swimmers had fun in a team raft learning to move forwards 
as a team and coordinate their rowing. It was a lovely treat 
to have flapjacks at the side of the beach and a quick drink 
before paddling back.  

As a team of teachers we could not be more proud of all 
of the children. We were so pleased with their politeness 
and the team work they undertook and we loved seeing 
their great personalities shine. The group all undertook 
many personal challenges and were very proud of their 
achievements. 

We are very excited for a great year ahead!

November Nights
Hold a fun evening 
and at the same time 
raise money for St 
Michael’s Hospice. 
Our ‘November 
Nights ‘campaign 
is a great way to 
get involved.  Have 
a cheese & wine 
evening, a games 
evening, bonfire 
night party, or a 
girl’s night in being 
pampered.  The list 
is endless of the 
different things you could do to be involved.

If you have an idea please let us know, or if you need 
supporting material to help promote your event, please  
give Lynne Grimshaw a call on 01256 848845 or email:  
Lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.uk

LIFESTYLE
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

All Seasons
Window
Cleaning

Reliably serving the 
community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •

• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •

• Conservatory roof cleaning •

• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 
01256 353727

Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com

CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk
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Migratory birds – how they find their way
As autumn draws to a close and winter 
comes into the fore, many of the world’s 
migratory birds are travelling far and 
wide in preparation for the season 
ahead. Visiting osprey and swallow 
have left the UK for the warmer climes 
of Africa, while fieldfare, brambling and 
widgeon arrive in their thousands.

Migration is a wondrous natural 
phenomenon and true testament to the 
extraordinary capabilities of birds. 40% 
of all birds in the world are migrants, 
the long distance travellers amongst 
them being the most well-known. So 
you may be surprised to learn just how 
many other birds make up this vast 
and varied group – even the blackbirds 

and robins that inhabit your local park 
may be seasonal visitors from Eastern 
Europe.

Just imagine having to find your way 
from one country to another with 
no map, satnav or compass to guide 
you. Exactly how birds are able to 
navigate so effectively over such long 
distances remains the greatest mystery 
of migration, although we can be fairly 
sure of the main contributing factors.

The sun
Understanding the position of the 
sun (or the stars and moon for night-
flying migrants) is a crucial skill for 
any migrating bird. A bird flying 
north knows to keep the sun behind 
it and understands that in order to 
stay on course the sun must be over 
its right shoulder in the morning and 
over its left shoulder in the evening. 
Amazingly, birds also know that the 
height of the midday sun gets lower 
the further north they travel and they 
use this information to help them 
determine when they have reached 
their destination.

Even when the sun is hidden by clouds 
in bad weather, birds can detect its 
whereabouts using polarised light, ultra-
violet rays invisible to the human eye.

An internal compass
It’s also possible that birds have an 
internal ‘compass’. Scientists have 
found tiny grains of manganite in the 
brains of some birds, a mineral that 
detects the earth’s magnetic field. It 
may be that this helps birds to navigate 
by finding the position of true north.

Body fat
Knowing when you have reached your 
destination is just as important as 
finding it. Some small birds use their 
body fat as an indicator – before setting 
off, they gain just enough body fat to 
last them the journey. Once the fat is 
used up, they know they have arrived. 

As remarkable as they are, birds are not 
perfect, and do sometimes lose their 
way. But for the most part, they arrive 
exactly when and where they mean to. 
So, if ever someone calls you a birdbrain, 
take it as a well-earned compliment. 

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

Brent Geese by Alan Price
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INFORMATION
If something you ordered 
hasn’t arrived
If something you’ve ordered hasn’t 
arrived, you should contact the seller to 
find out where it is.

It’s the seller’s legal responsibility 
to make sure the item is delivered to 
you. They should chase the delivery 
company and let you know what’s 
happened to your item.

If your item wasn’t delivered to the 
location you agreed (eg it was left with 
your neighbour without your consent), 
it’s the seller’s legal responsibility to 
sort out the issue. 

If the item doesn’t turn up, you’re legally 
entitled to a replacement or refund.

Get the item delivered again 
You can write to the seller and ask them 
to deliver the item again. You should do 
this if the item wasn’t delivered within 
a reasonable time or the item wasn’t 
delivered by an agreed date.

Get your money back 
You can ask for your money back if you 
don’t receive the item either:

• within 30 days of buying it

• on the date you agreed with the seller 
- if it was essential to receive it by then 
(eg for an event then or shortly after)

If the seller refuses to give you your 
money back, you should put your 
complaint in writing - follow their 
complaints procedure if they have one. 

If that doesn’t work you could:

• contact their trade association - look 
on their website for this information, 
or contact them to ask

• use an alternative dispute resolution 
scheme - it’s a way of solving 
disagreements without going to 
court, where a third party will 
mediate to try and reach a solution

You might also be able to get your 
money back through your bank or 
payment provider - this depends on 
how you paid.

If you paid by debit card 
Contact your bank and say you want to 
use the ‘chargeback scheme’. If the bank 
agrees, they can ask the seller’s bank to 
reverse the transaction and refund the 
money back into your account.

Many bank staff don’t know about the 
scheme, so you might need to speak to a 
supervisor or manager. They might ask 
you to put your request in writing. You 
should do this within 120 days of when 
you paid.

If you paid by credit card 
If the item cost less than £100, you 
should contact your credit card company 
and say you want to use the ‘chargeback 
scheme’. They could also ask you to put 
your request in writing. There’s no time 
limit for when you need to do this.

If the item cost more than £100 but less 
than £30,000, contact your credit card 
company and say that you want to make a 
‘section 75’ claim to get your money back.

If you paid using PayPal
Use PayPal’s online resolution centre to 
report your dispute. 
You must do so 
within 180 days of 
paying.

Report to Trading 
Standards 
If you think the 
seller’s broken the 
law, for example, by 
taking your money 
and refusing to 
deliver your item, 
you should report 
them to Trading 
Standards. They 

may be able to investigate and even 
prosecute the seller, but won’t usually 
be able to get you your money back.

Need further information or 
Help?
Citizens Advice Basingstoke, (located 
within Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre) can help you with queries 
you have on budgeting, benefits and 
debt, relationships, immigration, 
employment issues, and consumer 
rights. We operate a drop-in service 
10-3.30 Monday to Friday (except 
Thursday which is pre-booked 
appointments only) and Saturday 
mornings 10-12.

Wednesday evenings we are open until 
6.30pm

The Advice Line telephone number is 
0344 111 306

The Citizens Advice Basingstoke 
website can be found at www.
basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk
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BRAMLEY REVISITED
News of the Gala Week from 
the Bramley Magazine 1973
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Basingstoke Speakers Club 
Basingstoke Speakers Club presents International Speaker 
and Distinguished Toastmaster Aletta Rochat.

Aletta captivates audiences around the world as a story-
teller, coaching clients ranging from senior executives to 
presenters aiming to deliver memorable presentations in 
conferences. Aletta is a Certified World Class Speaking 
Coach and an author. She is currently Region Advisor for 
Europe and Southern Africa for Toastmasters International.

11th Nov 2017 − 14:30 to 17:30

Queen Mary’s College − Basingstoke

Get your tickets for just £5 from announcing-aletta.
eventbrite.co.uk

Dingbat Answers 
1. Don’t talk back (‘Don’t’ with ‘talk’ spelled backwards)
2. Long John Silver (‘John’ stretched so it is long plus the 

chemical formula for silver)
3. A cut above the rest (One ‘cut’ above the others)
4. Potatoes (pot with 8 0s after it)
5. Palindrome (The word ‘pal’ in the middle of ‘drome’)
6. Long time no see (The word ‘time’ stretched so it is long, 

plus the alphabet without the letter ‘c’)
7. Misunderstanding (The word ‘miss’ under the word 

‘standing’)
8. The Three Musketeers (‘must get here’ three times)
9. A hole in one (A hole in the number one)
10. A square meal (The word ‘breakfast’ lined up so it is 

square-shaped)

Cryptic Crossword No: 13 Solutions
Across Down

1 READYFORACTION 1 RARE
7 RIDGE 2 DIGESTERS
8 OBBLIGATO 3 REBORED
9 DISCOURAGEMENT 4 TWICE
12 SLEEVE 5 ONAGERS
13 DISTASTE 6 HOWTHE
16 WARSHIPS 9 DELTA
19 ENCODE 10 OBESITY
20 SHAGGYDOGSTORY 11 GASKETS
23 OUTWEIGHS 14 ANCHORAGE
24 FALSE 15 TODAY
25 FROMWESTTOEAST 16 WASWON

17 REACTOR
18 SOOTHES
21 GLEAM
22 WEST

LIFESTYLE
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At this time of remembrance, John Stubbs 
tells us more about the poppy - A Flower 
to Remember  

It’s a weed.  Of course it’s a bit much to come up with such a 
pejorative label for innocent plants: in the case of the poppy, 
can’t we just say it may be a flower in unexpected places?  
Not just a weed, then – a better description might be a 
pioneer plant, that is, one of those that’ll be first to take over 
a piece of ground, as soon as it sees its chance.

Going back to the nineteenth century, arable land would 
have shown swathes of colour:  buttercup, cornflower, poppy, 
thistle and the like would be mixed in with the oats, wheat and 
barley, giving habitat for small mammals, insects and birds 
alike – albeit with crop yields that might nowadays cause a 
frown.  Towards the end of that century, the seeds supplied 
were better cleaned, meaning fewer strangers in the mix.  
Cultivars for commercial growth are now quicker to grow and 
shorter of stem, hence cutting light from competitors.  And 
increasing fertiliser use, together with selective herbicides, 
means that our fields are monochrome.   I couldn’t find a field 
poppy in a field in Bramley:  I took the photo below on a walk 
in Wiltshire – a grand vista sweeping round the bowl of the 
valley.  In this case, the farmer had earlier in the year left a 
wide strip around the field clear of seeding.

This factor is the essence of such pioneer plants.  The poppy 
must see a good dose of sun before it’ll germinate: the fine 
wind-borne seeds can survive years in the sub-soil, then 
burst into life if the ground is ploughed – or, of course, 
otherwise disturbed. Few other plants would have survived in 
the worst of the Flanders mud.  The stories tell of a desolate 
band of brown – no buildings, roads, trees or growth within.  
The unusually warm bright weather of spring, 1915, was then 
all the poppy needed.  It’s a sight that perhaps we can picture 
in the mind’s eye, but we can have little idea of how it was 
seen by those who were there.

Nowadays, nothing is more natural than the association 
of the poppy with remembrance.  I must admit that, never 
having given it much thought, I’d always assumed it was 
himself, Earl Haig, who came up with the worthy scheme 
and soon had it all sorted.  Naturally enough, it wasn’t that 

BEAUTIFUL BRAMLEY
simple.  The two main players were in fact both women of 
French background – Moïna Michael and Anna Guérin, 
though it seems they never worked together.  Neither 
boasted aristocratic roots, wealth or military function: both 
must have been quite trenchant by the sound of it, dedicated 
and driven, unafraid of taking on the establishment to 
further their causes.

Early in 1914 Moïna Belle Michael, then an American teacher 
on tour in Germany, was caught up in the outbreak of war.  
Returning to the States she volunteered for the YMCA 
Overseas War Secretaries organization, and working there in 
1918 she came across Colonel John McCrae’s poem, ‘We Shall 
Not Sleep’, later named ‘In Flanders Fields’.  Immediately 
struck by the lines, and the image of the poppy, she saw the 
way in which its power could be harnessed, and she dedicated 
herself to making it the US national memorial symbol.  After 
two years of lobbying, the American Legion was persuaded to 
accept the poppy as their emblem for fund raising, to support 
returned US servicemen: this she achieved after many 
disappointments, and at her own expense.

And from soon after the beginning of the war, Mme Anna 
Guérin was in the US raising funds initially for Breton 
children displaced and orphaned. Throughout the war, and 
having seen the extent of France’s devastation by the time of 
the Armistice, her fundraising was reported as ‘formidable’ – 
making over 500 lecture appeals in 30 states.  She organised 
the manufacture of hand-sewn poppies by disabled and 
unemployed French people, and on seeing the US Legion 
adopting them, made representations to Canada, Australia 
and, in 1921, came to the UK to see Earl Haig.  He had lately 
brought together several of the UK war charities to form 
The British Legion, and had taken it upon himself to aid UK 
veterans and dependants: the one thing they lacked was cash.

This was September, and the Armistice Day remembrance 
appeal only weeks away.  Sadly in need of donations, they 
were unable even to pay for poppies.  Apparently undaunted, 
Mme Guérin ordered one million to be made on her own 
account.  Some £106,000 was raised that year, the first 
Poppy Day in the UK, thanks pretty much to her enterprise 
and commitment.  

A pair of brave pioneers there, too.
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OUR COMMUNITY
News from Butter Daisy Nursery
September has been a busy month here at Butter 
Daisy Nursery! We have all been thinking about 
the academic year and preparing for the autumn 
months ahead. The younger children used their 
gross motor skills to stand at a table and their fine 
motor skills to explore various textures – shaving 
foam seemed to be a firm favourite; they all enjoyed 
squishing their hands together to create marks 
across the table. We have also been taking part in some food 
play and exploring the textures of different types of food 
as well as filling and emptying containers with dried rice, 
cornflakes, dried pasta, baked beans, oats and flour.

We have been preparing for autumn by going on “autumn 
walks” around Bramley. The Toddler and Baby Suite 
ventured into the woods to look at the changing leaves and 
were so excited to collect some of their favourite autumn 
things, returning with a bag full of leaves, acorns, conkers 
and sticks. Once back at the nursery, all of the autumn items 
were explored thoroughly and we discussed the changes 
that we saw. Pre-School decided to go across to the meadow 
to look for autumnal changes and were astonished with the 
beautiful colours they saw, and they had time to play various 
different parachute and ball games while we were there.

Our loft has been transformed into an “under the sea” oasis 
and all of the children have been getting involved in sea 
themed activities. We have been looking at different types of 
fish, hunting treasure and reading sea themed stories.

If you are interested in coming to visit the Butter team please 
call on 01256 882515.  There is lots of information about all 
nurseries within the company, our mission statement, opening 
times and fees on our website www.mydaisynursery.com

Clare Canning
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Basingstoke Town Ladies FC are 
looking for sponsors!
Would your business like to sponsor their local, 
successful and growing ladies football team? 

Basingstoke Town Ladies FC have two thriving 
teams, our first team play in the Women’s Premier 
League South West Division 1 and our reserve team play in 
the Hampshire Division 2 League. 

Playing in the Premier League means the first team are in the 
fourth tier of the women’s football pyramid, however playing 
at this high level can prove to be very costly.

Therefore, the club is currently looking for help in terms 
of sponsors. We have a variety of sponsor opportunities 
available:

• Main sponsor: Be our main sponsor, which covers a large 
array of things involved within the club

• Match Day Sponsor: 
Sponsor a home game

• Individual player 
sponsor: If you’re 
interested in 
sponsoring a 
particular player 
to further their 
development

As a sponsor you would 
have a large say on what 

the money is spent on and would know exactly 
where it is going, such as for kit, facilities, officials 
and equipment.

What would you and your business get 
out of this? 
Along with the knowledge of helping out a local 

team to further their development and allow participation 
levels into women’s football to increase, the sponsor would 
get a wide range of coverage on our social media and website. 
These are also linked with the Basingstoke men’s team. This 
would in return raise the profile of your business and spread 
the word of the work that you do!

If you feel you can help the club in any way please 
contact Anna Watson on basingstokeladiesfc@
hotmail.co.uk or contact us through our website 
www.basingstoketownladies.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON
November events at the Basingstoke Discovery Centre
To book a place, you can order online from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/
home.php ,or visit Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or call 01256 
478670. Advance booking is strongly recommended.

Space Vehicles: getting around 
on the Moon and Mars
Wednesday 1 November / 7.45pm – 
8.45pm / £5

with Graham Bryant FRAS

The investment by scientist and 
engineers in getting a probe to the 
surface of another planetary body 
is huge. It makes sense to be able to 
move your science packages around the 
planetary body in order to maximise 
the investment in getting there.

Graham Bryant will discuss some of 
the problems the early designers had to 
overcome and will look at some of the 
results from the rovers currently on the 
surface of Mars (some images in 3D)

Basingstoke Disability Connections
Tuesday 7 November / 12.30 – 2.30pm

Informal get-together for people 
affected by disability.

Disability Signpost Service
Tuesday 7 November / 10am - 12noon

Drop-in for information on topics 
including transport, benefits, housing 
and more.

Memory Box Project
Friday 10 November / 10.30am – 12.30pm

The memory box project is an exciting 
reminiscence project open to all. Drop 
in and share some stories around the 
interesting objects on display.

Children’s Crafts
Saturday 11 November / from 10am / 
FREE / Ages 3+

Creative Writing
Wednesday 15 November / 2 – 4pm / £1

New members are welcome at this 
supportive group for writers of all 
genres and ability.

Carers Rights Day
Friday 24 November / 1 – 4.30pm / Free

The Princess Royal Trust for Carers in 
Hampshire

The Princess Royal Trust for Carers in 
Hampshire work to provide Carers across 
the County with advice, information and 
support in their caring role.

Each year Carers Rights Day is held 
to bring organisations across the UK 
together to help carers in their local 
community find out about their rights 
and how to get the help and support 
they are entitled to. 

The Princess Trust for Carers and other 
agencies will be in the Community 
Room all afternoon to provide support 
and information. 

For further information please contact 
our Andover office on 01264 835246 or 
email: info@carercentre.com

What’s on at the Theatre in December
All ticket prices include £2 booking fee – Full details www.anvilarts.org.uk/whats-on

The Ghost’s Touch
Wed 29 November to Sat 2 December, 
7.30pm, Thu & Sat 2pm 
The Haymarket

Tickets: Wed-Thu £22, Fri-Sat 
£24, 2pm performance £19; Over 65s 
£2 off, under 16s and f/t students £13

Starring Mark Homer (EastEnders) 
and Terri Dwyer (Law and Order 
UK), this haunting play is based on 
the chilling tale by Wilkie Collins, the 
author of The Woman in White.

Christmas with The Rat Pack
Sat 2 December, 7.45pm, The Anvil 
Tickets: £31.50, £29.50

Christmas with the Rat Pack is the 
coolest party in town, so beat the 
winter blues with Frank, Sammy and 
Dean. Hit follows hit including The 
Lady is a Tramp, I’ve Got You Under 
My Skin, and seasonal classics 
including Baby it’s Cold Outside, Let 
it Snow, White Christmas, and Winter 
Wonderland.

Roy Wood Rock & Roll Band
Red E 2 Rock Christmas 
Tue 5 December, 7.45pm The Anvil 
Tickets: £32

Featuring Roy Wood and his Big 
Rock & Roll Band, performing hits 
like California Man, Flowers in the 
Rain, See My Baby Jive, and I Wish it 
Could be Christmas Every Day.

The Night Before Christmas
Fri 8 – Sun 10 December, Fri 10.30am 
& 1.30pm; Sat 11am & 2pm; 
Sun 11am, 2pm & 4pm. Suitable 
for: Ages 2 and over. The Haymarket 
Tickets: £13. 

On the night before Christmas, Emily 
stares out of the window, hugs her 
teddy and waits excitedly for the 
morning, while in the corner a little 
mouse called Eddie can’t understand 
why only humans are allowed to get 
presents. So he sets off in search 
of Father Christmas to find out for 
himself.

The Dickens Theatre Company 
presents
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, 
adapted for the stage by Ryan Philpott

Tue 12 – Wed 13 December, 7.30pm, 
Wed 1.30pm, The Haymarket

Tickets: £18; Over 65s, under 16s and 
f/t students £13

Peter Pan
Thu 14 December 2017 – Sun 7 January 
2018, The Anvil 
Tickets and performance times: various

Suitable for the whole 
family featuring Andrew 
Agnew (CBeebies’ Balamory) as 
Smee, Gary Turner(Emmerdale, Peter 
Pan 2011) as Captain Hook, Jessica 
Punch as Peter Pan, Sarah Louise 
Day (Cinderella 2014) as Mrs Darling 
and comedy acrobats The Nitwits as 
the Pirate Crew.

Cara Dillon
Wed 20 December, 7.30pm 
The Haymarket 
Tickets: £22)

Join the exceptional Cara Dillon for 
a night of heartwarming Christmas 
songs, traditional carols, and Celtic 
hymns to celebrate and share in the 
festive spirit. 

Buddy Holly and The Cricketers
Holly at Christmas 
Thu 21 – Fri 22 December, 7.30pm 
The Haymarket 
Tickets: £19

Holly’s hits, other contemporary 
classics and some Christmas crackers 
are all wrapped up in a fast, furious and 
funny feast of entertainment. 
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WHAT’S ON

Mondays

Badminton Village Hall

Beavers School Hall

Pilates Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 9am Brocas Hall

Music With Mummy 10.00am Village Hall

Jolly Babies 10.45am Village Hall

Stay Active As You Age Class – 
11am Brocas Hall

Cubs 6.30-8pm School Hall

Zumba with Gisella 6:30pm Village Hall

Fitness league 7.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Trail Runners 7.3opm Clift Meadow car park

Tuesdays
Parish Council Meetings  
3rd Tuesday of the month

Bramley Room, 
Village Hall 

Badminton Village Hall

Bell Ringing St James’s

Dance Club (Petite School) Village Hall

Karate Primary School Hall

Short Mat Bowls Village Hall

Tuesday Club St Stephen’s Hall

Pilates 9.30am Brocas Hall

0-5 Toddler Group 10.15 - 11.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Bramley Mums Walking Group 
6.50 for 7pm Clift Meadow car park

Wednesdays

1st Bramley Brownies Village Hall

Guides Village Hall

Rainbows Village Hall

Scouts Brocas Hall

Baby Clinic plus Stay and Play 
2nd Wednesday 9.30-11.00am Clift Meadow Pavilion

WG Pilates  9.30-10.30am Cross House

Caterpillar Music 9.45am Village Hall

Pregnancy yoga 6-7pm Cross House

Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Clubbell yoga 7.15-8.45pm Cross House

Trail Runners 7.30pm Clift Meadow car park

HIIT/Bootcamp 7.45-8.30 School Hall

Thursdays
Bramley & Romans Floral 
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall

Dance Club Primary School Hall

Dance Club (Petite) Brocas Hall

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday Cross House

Pilates St Stephen’s Hall

WI 2nd Thursday Village Hall

WI Lite 4th Thursday Village Hall

Body Tone 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 5.45pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 6-7pm,  7.15-8.15pm 
& 8.30-9.30pm Cross House

Youth Club 6-8pm Brocas Hall

Clubbercise 7pm-7.45pm
Launch night 7th September

Village Hall

Modern Jive Classes 8-10.30pm Village Hall

Fridays

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 3.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

ARO Kickboxing 7.00pm Village Hall

Saturdays

Dance School Brocas Hall

Farmers market 1st Saturday Clift Meadow Pavilion

Sundays

Dinky Disco Village Hall

See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley  
& St Stephen’s Little London
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WHAT’S ON
Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations

Organisation Name Tel No Email Remarks

Parish Council Maxta Thomas 07810 692486 www.bramleypc.co.uk 
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk Not for bookings

Clift Meadow Eileen Gulston 881125 e.e.gulston@gmail.com Bookings

Cross House Pam Luck 882687 crosshousebramley@gmail.com Bookings

Village Hall Catriona Hayward 07464 749997 Bookings@bvht.org.uk Bookings

School Hall Alison Tarrant 881339
Active Mums Post Natal 
Exercise Emma Perkins 07973 389407 emmatraining@hotmail.com 

www.emmaperkins.com
Badminton Jane Matthews 881647

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Jodie Saunders 881113 jodie@bramley-scouts.org.uk

Bell ringers Terry Cooper 881102
Bramley Out of School 
Club/Holiday Club Julie Belam 07711 339306 info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com  

www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com
Bramley Volunteer Drivers 07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook

Bramley Youth Club Lee Goreham 01256 423824 lee.goreham@BVaction.org.uk 
www.basingstokevoluntaryaction.co.uk/youth

Brownies Suzanne Cox 07920 822221 suzanne-cox@hotmail.com Now Weds only

Caterpillar Music Jasmine McCarthy 07952 935021 jasmine.mccarthy@caterpillarmusic.com

Clubbercise Chris Burch 07979 417743 Facebook Clubbercise Bramley with Chris Adults

Country Music Roy Seymour 07917 744780 No children please

Dance Club (Petite) Louise Onslow 883568
DanceXAffinity/ 
Modern Jive Chris Birch 07979 417743 info@dancexaffinity.co.uk

Dinky Disco Nikki Mills 07523072591 nikki.m.mills@hotmail.com

Exercise classes Caroline Sherlock 07845 217901 caroline@this2thisfitness.co.uk

Farmers market Jo Kemp Williams 07557412400 jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com

FLexercise Alison Howard 01256 327014 ah.fitnessleague@gmail.com                            

Floral Society Joyce Rawlinson 889040

Guides Louise Whitmarsh 01256 881125 louise_whitmarsh@hotmail.com

Hatha Yoga Jacqui Morris 07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com

Jolly Babies Cathy Rowe 07766 931170 cborro2@btinternet.com

ARO Kickboxing Aidan Hudson 07910 054694 aidanhudsonpt@gmail.com

Little Apples Jo Whatley & Sian 
Davies 07598 588460 manager@littleapples.org

Lunch Club Chris Woodward 884065

Mum’s Walking Group Julie Wilson juliebelam12@gmail.com

Music with Mummy Cathy Rowe 07766 931170 cborro2@btinternet.com

Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk

Pilates Heather Lewis 07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com

Pilates Kelly James 07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com

Pilates (WG Pilates) Wendy Gill 07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk

Royal British Legion Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516

Short Mat Bowls John & Pauline Walker 881065

St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter 850394 doreen.quilter@btinternet.com Bookings

Thula Mama Rebecca Cooch 07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com

Trail Runners Richard Perkins richardperkins@yahoo.com

WI Anne Porter 881691

WI Lite Sarah Spencer k_srah@hotmail.com

Yoga Lisa Caprai 07876 028329 lisa@lisacyoga.co.uk

Zumba with Gisella Gisella Soulsby 07704 918050 zumbagisella1@gmail.com 
Facebook: Gisella Soulsby – Zumba

£5/class + Loyalty 
card for free sessions

0-5s club Laura Lamb 07766 560918 lauraslamb@gmail.com
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For all your legal needs

Victoria House, 39 Winchester Street, Basingstoke

01256 844888 www.lambbrooks.com

�

�

�

Conveyancing

Wills & Probate

Family

�

�

�

Personal Injury

Employment

Dispute Resolution

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

LINGUATASTIC offers language lessons (adults/children, 
group/private).  Tel 811100.

TRADITIONAL PLASTERER All aspects of plastering - 
Small works welcome. Call 07958 670774 - 01256 364991 
(Dave)

Moving sale have various large and small house items for 
sale- please contact for a list. 01256 883684

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE SERVICES All types 
of installation and maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ attendance 
systems, carpentry and decorating. Cleaning services, secure 
disposal of office document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

To advertise in the classified section and reach 
2000 homes in and around Bramley for as little as 

£2 per line. Contact:  
Christine Delve - adverts@bramleymagazine.org.uk  

or visit www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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Suppliers & Installers of:

• Wood Flooring
• Laminate Flooring
• Underfloor Heating
• Carpets & Vinyls
• Amtico
Home Sample Service Available
Free Estimates & Expert Advice

Unit 7b Cufaude Business Park, 
Cufaude Lane, Bramley, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG26 5DL

Showroom Open Saturday 10am-1pm
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