
Subject: Ref The Local Plan Modifications after Consultation 

Sent: Thu, Mar 24, 2016 at 11:48 AM 

From: Matthew Evans <matthew.evans@basingstoke.gov.uk>  

To: Cllr. Malcolm Bell <Cllr.Malcolm.Bell@bramleypc.co.uk>,  

Jill Fisher <Jill.Fisher@basingstoke.gov.uk>,  

Mel Barrett <Mel.Barrett@basingstoke.gov.uk> 

Cc: Andrea Rich <Andrea.Rich@basingstoke.gov.uk>,  

Cllr. Anthony Durrant <Cllr.Anthony.Durrant@bramleypc.co.uk>,  

Cllr. Bruce Ansell <Cllr.Bruce.Ansell@bramleypc.co.uk>,  

Bramley Parish Clerk <parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk>,  

Cllr. Chris Tomblin <Cllr.Chris.Tomblin@basingstoke.gov.uk>,  

Cllr. Nick Robinson <Cllr.Nick.Robinson@basingstoke.gov.uk>,  

Cllr. Mark Ruffell <Cllr.Mark.Ruffell@basingstoke.gov.uk> 

Dear Mr Bell 

Thank you for your letter to Jill Fisher concerning the above. 

I note your concern that the Council has supported a change to Policy SS5 which sets out that targets for new 

housing are in effect a minimum. I understand that you would like the Plan be more definitive in deciding the 

appropriate level of housing for each settlement. 

As you know I am relatively new to Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and so have not been involved in the 

discussions about detailed policy wording. However my experience elsewhere is that Inspectors are unwilling to be 

prescriptive in setting housing allocations in Local Plans. This is because they consider that such an approach would 

not provide flexibility to respond positively to schemes which are consistent with the Local Plan and national 

planning guidance. This could preclude supporting schemes which overall meet the principles of sustainable 

development and including addressing identified housing need. As you know a Government priority is to boost 

significantly the supply of housing and the NPPF does expect Local Plans to be sufficiently flexible to adapt to 

change. 

I would add however that the policy change does not amount to a free for all – far from it. All housing applications 

will need to be considered against the relevant national and local plan policies including the relevant policies in 

adopted neighbourhood plans.  

The Council is now waiting the submission of the Local Plan Inspector’s report and within that report I expect him to 

comment on an appropriate working for Policy SS5. The report is due in the middle of April. 

I know the Council is very committed to supporting the preparation of neighbourhood plans and if there is any more 

help either myself or the team can provide please give me a call. 

I hope you find these comments of use. 

Matthew Evans 

Head of Planning and Infrastructure 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 

Tel: 01256 845356 

matthew.evans@basingstoke.gov.uk 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @twitter.com/BasingstokeGov 

 

mailto:matthew.evans@basingstoke.gov.uk
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
https://twitter.com/BasingstokeGov

