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Cover photo:  
The Crib Service 2016 at St James  
by George Aitchison

I have a love-hate relationship with Christmas.  I love the celebration of 
Christmas; the carols, the school plays, the crib service and the family gatherings, 
but I dislike all the commercialisation, which sees Christmas cards on sale in 
October and panic setting in at the end of November if we haven’t got all the 
presents wrapped. On page 7 John Lenton reflects on the Christmas songs he 
hears as he does his shopping. According to a clinical psychologist these songs 
can damage the mental health of shop staff. The wall-to-wall Christmas music 
can make them feel trapped, reminding them that they have to buy presents, 
cater for people, organise celebrations etc.  Staff working on the shop floor 
can expect to listen to Jingle Bells 300 times in the run up to Christmas. Even 
Santa Claus may find that a bit much.  Asda staff will have some respite this 
year – there will be a daily Christmas-music-free hour from 15 December. It will 
probably be between 2am and 3am though! 

But despite the retailers‘ attempts to hijack Christmas, in the end the spirit of the 
season overcomes my Scrooge-like tendencies.  I believe that Christmas brings 
out the best in people. We see a lot more people collecting for charity at this time 
of the year and many people donate to food banks or buy extra presents for the 
less fortunate. Turn to page 18 to see how the spirit of Christmas was exemplified 
by one generous Bramley resident.  As usual, there are lots of ways to celebrate 
Christmas in Bramley this year. Page 19 has details of carol singing, Christmas 
services and other events.  If you have cards to send to people in Bramley and 
Sherfield, why not give the postman a break and make use of the Bramley Scout 
Group’s Christmas Post service, also detailed on page 19. If you need something 
to look forward to after all the celebrations are over, read about a special coffee 
morning on 28 January.  See page 18 for more information. 

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who has helped me with the magazine this 
year. For those of you who have sent me articles and photos, for those who go 
out in all weathers to push the magazines though some particularly challenging 
letter boxes, to the proof readers who correct my mistakes and the advertising 
manager and treasurer who ensure the magazine is financially viable. You can all 
have a well-earned break now until February.

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year

Rachel

Rachel Barclay Smith - Editor

“Once in royal David’s city,
Stood a lowly cattle shed,

Where a mother laid her baby,
In a manger for His bed:

Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,

and His shelter was a stable,
and His cradle was a stall:

with the poor, and meek, and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy. ”

 Cecil Frances Alexander

Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers with information they may find useful and of 
interest. We take all reasonable steps to keep this information current and accurate, but errors can occur. 
The editor reserves the right to make changes to any contributions. Bramley Magazine is not responsible 
for and does not endorse any advertising, products, or opinions expressed in this publication and shall not 
be liable to any party as a result of information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be reproduced.
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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CHURCH SERVICES

Church diary for December…

2nd 4.00pm OPEN-AIR CAROLS with Tadley 
Band at Bramley Primary School.  
Enjoy mince pies and mulled wine 
while we sing our favourite carols!

3rd 1st Sunday of Advent
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

10th 2nd Sunday of Advent
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion  – St James
5.00pm Carol Service – Little London

17th 3rd Sunday of Advent
8.00 Holy Communion – Little London
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 No 10.30 service
6.00pm Carol Service – St James

24th Christmas Eve
8.00 Holy Communion – St James 

No Sunday@nine
No 10.30 service

5.00pm Crib Service – St James
11.30pm Midnight Communion – St James 

25th Christmas Day
10.30 Christmas Family Communion – St James

31st 1st Sunday of Christmas
10.30 Morning Worship – St James

…and into January

7th 1st Sunday of Epiphany
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

14th 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

Catholic services
Basingstoke
Church of St Bede, Popley Way, RG24 9DX 
Sunday Mass: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm in St Bede’s 
Mass usually: Tues, Thurs and Sat 9.30 am in St Bede’s
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX: 
Mass usually: Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30 am in Holy Ghost Church
Phone 01256 465214 or email 
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information 
See www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Tadley
St Michael’s Church, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG 
Saturday Mass: 6.00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 9.15 am 
Parish priest: 0118 9814572

21st 3rd Sunday of Epiphany
8.00 Holy Communion – Little London
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Morning Worship – St James

28th 4th Sunday of Epiphany
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

…and into February

4th 2nd Sunday before Lent
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

11th Sunday next before Lent
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

14th Ash Wednesday
10.30 Holy Communion – St James
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“Away in a manger”: the second verse 
goes like this.

“The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.”

Now, I don’t mean to spoil the carol 
for you, but that really is utter tripe.  
There is no indication whatsoever 
anywhere in the Gospels that Jesus 
was some kind of abnormal baby, who 
never cried when he was disturbed or 
hungry or needed burping or wanted 
his nappy changed.  On the contrary, 
the Bible makes it clear that Jesus was 
fully human.  So he would have been 
a perfectly normal baby, who cried at 
the times that all babies cry, and who 
would most certainly have had all of 
those needs.  

Some carols do call for a bit of thinking 
about, either because they use archaic 
expressions which sound a bit odd to 
us (“God rest ye merry, gentlemen, 
let nothing you dismay” for instance) 
or because they use poetic language 
to express profound ideas (“The holly 
bears a blossom As red as any blood; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, To 
do poor sinners good.”)   The first carol 
tends to conjure up mental images of 
stout chaps in waistcoats with tankards 
of hot punch, all a bit worse for the 
wear: it does that because we ignore 
the comma after “merry”.  It’s not the 
gentlemen who are merry – the carol 
is wishing them God’s “merry rest”, in 
other words, as it goes on to say very 
powerfully. “Remember Christ our 
Saviour was born on Christmas Day, to 
save us all from Satan’s power when we 
had gone astray, O tidings of comfort 
and joy!”  And the Holly and the Ivy 
carries the same message of good news 
for people: the red berries remind the 
carollers of Jesus’ blood shed for us on 
the cross – which the Bible tells us is 

ON REFLECTION

So here we are again… 
the season of goodwill, 
the season of memories 

and traditions which are now 
being handed on to children 
and grandchildren… the 
season of eating, drinking and 
making merry.    
And in particular, the season of hearing 
familiar music, the music we all associate 
with Christmas.  You hear it everywhere 
you go, in the supermarket, in Festival 
Place, on Waterloo Station as the Sally 
Army’s brass band oompahs away.

There are lots of secular Christmas 
songs I enjoy, hackneyed as they may 
be.  They have a lilt and a bounce 
which lifts your spirits as you try to 
figure out what on earth to give your 
loved ones this year, carefully skirting 
round the displays of scented soaps 
and bath oils.  “It’s beginning to feel 
a lot like Christmas,” echoes round 
M&S; “Simply… having… a wonderful 
Christmastime,” comes the voice of 
Paul McCartney from the depths of WH 
Smith.  Nat King Cole reminds us of the 
familiar smells and sensations of the 
season: “Chestnuts roasting on an open 
fire; Jack Frost nipping at your nose.”  

The eating, drinking and merry-making 
are certainly well expressed in that 
timeless favourite, “We wish you a 
merry Christmas (3 times) And a happy 
New Year…  Now bring us some figgy 
pudding (3 times) And bring it right 
here… We won’t go until we’ve got 
some (3 times) So bring it right here…” 
and so on and on.  It’s unashamed 
gluttony.  And personally, I do love 
Christmas pud, which I take to be the 
modern equivalent of figgy pudding.  
But is that all that this is really about?

In my business, of course, it’s the 
Christmas carols that really set the 
scene.  The tunes are all very familiar, 
and we often know the words by heart: 
they are all much loved, and rightly 
so.  But how often do we stop and 
think about the words and what they’re 
actually saying?

When we do stop and take a close 
look at the words, we make at least 
two interesting discoveries: first, that 
in some cases, the words are really 
rather meaningless sentimentality; and 
second, that in other cases, the words 
capture perfectly the true message of 
Christmas, even if sometimes you have 
to dig a bit.  

Let me show you what I mean.  Think 
about that all-time children’s favourite, 

the reason for the season.

Some carols, inevitably, have had their 
words adapted for laughs: “While 
shepherds washed their socks by 
night…” or “We three Kings of Orient 
are, One in a taxi, one in a car, One on 
a scooter, blowing his hooter, Smoking 
a fat cigar.”  

But nothing can drown out the true 
message of so many of the carols that 
we sing at this time of year, echoing in 
our ears and our memories, reminding 
us of the amazing claim that the Bible 
makes – that God Himself came into 
our world in real time and actual 
space, in the form of a helpless, 
vulnerable baby who grew up to be 
someone who over the next 2,000 
years would be worshipped as God by 
countless millions of people around 
the world: “O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord.”

May this be for you and your family a 
Christmas filled with music and the joy 
and love of Christ the Lord, as we adore 
Him in the words and music of the 
carols:  God rest ye merry, gentlemen, 
gentlewomen and gentle children!

Rev’d John Lenton

THE BAILEY FAMILY in 
18th century Bramley – 
can you help? 
I have some family lineage in 
Bramley during the mid 1700’s and 
possibly even earlier and I am trying 
to trace where they may have lived. 

There was a property in Bramley 
occupied or owned by an ancestor 
JOSEPH BAILEY until his 
death c 1760. From this date 
until at least 1801 the property 
was known as “BAILEYS”. it was 
usual to name a property after 
its occupant or former occupant 
until commencement of the postal 
service.  Various tenants (or 
owners) lived in “BAILEYS” from 
c 1760 until at least 1801 and their 
names were John Musford and 
John Simms. 

I am hoping that a parishioner may 
recognise some of these names 
from either knowledge of their 
property deeds or an interest in 
village history, which may point 
me towards “BAILEYS” ---- where 
my ancestors probably once lived.

I can be contacted through my 
email address davidgerda@
btinternet.com

Thank you

David Bailey  
(East Harling, Norfolk)
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Lara: Since going on maternity leave, 
my days are filled with being a taxi 
driver for our mini Ho-Wo’s, ferrying 
from one party to the next! I feel I have 
become a connoisseur of pre-school 
activities in the Basingstoke area and 
I’m really enjoying this time spent 
with the children - although it’s always 
wonderful to meet up with my mummy 
friends and have an adult conversation!

BM:  Dave - we hear you’re a bit 
of a fundraiser extraordinaire?
It’s really just a wonderful excuse to 
take on some silly challenges for a 
brilliant cause  

I fell in love with endurance challenges 
at quite young age – it was just a great 
way to raise pennies and help people 
in the only way I really knew how. 
I lost a wonderful grandmother to 
breast cancer when I was seven years 
old and many years later she was the 
absolute inspiration behind a two and 
a half year world record attempt to 
row the distance of the earth’s equator 

MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

A friend of Dave 
and Lara Holby-
Wolinsky asked us 

to feature them in Meet the 
Neighbours because “they 
have big hearts and amazing 
smiles”. How could we refuse? 
Please let us know if there’s someone in 
Bramley you think we’d all like to meet! 

BM:  Where did you grow up and 
how did you meet?
We both grew up in Hampshire and 
met in Exeter whilst we were both 
studying drama at university. 

BM:  When and why did you 
move to Bramley?
We bought a house in Chineham 
just after we married but after our 
daughter Saskia was born we started 
to run out of space! We have parents 
and great friends in Basingstoke so 
wanted to stay close to them. We 
started looking at houses in Bramley 
and just fell in love with the village. 
It felt like a wonderful place to raise a 
young family: beautiful walks, a huge 
playing green, great events and a curry 
house with superb takeaway reviews on 
TripAdvisor!

BM: How do you fill your days?
Dave: I co-own a recruitment agency 
in Reading and feel very privileged to 
support lots of great people in their 
search for new roles around the Thames 
Valley. It’s totally manic but a lot of 
fun. I love to pop out for the occasional 
run (with a head torch in Bramley!) or 
tackle a ridiculous DIY project (which 
often ends in disaster!) but my greatest 
joy is spending time with La and 
chasing after our little pickles.

Dave and Lara with their children Rupert, Saskia and Gabriel

Dave in full Viking regalia

on a rowing machine. In many ways 
I think that the challenge was simply 
an early mid-life crisis! Since then 
I’ve been really lucky to row alongside 
some amazing people and set a further 
eighteen world indoor rowing records, 
raising just a little over £50,000 
for some wonderful charities. Every 
summer I help organise a 1km Super 
Hero Fun Run for young children in 
Reading to encourage them to support 
causes close to their heart – it’s an 
absolute joy to be involved in. 

Earlier this year I took on seven 
marathons in seven days with a good 
friend - in full Viking regalia and 
carrying a Viking ship - for Naomi 
House Children’s Hospice and Daisy’s 
Dream. It was brilliant fun but my 
knees are yet to forgive me!

BM: What’s at the heart of 
Bramley as community for you?
We feel Bramley has such a wonderful 
sense of community and there are so 
many great things that you can get 
involved in for all ages in the village. 

At the heart of the village for us as 
a family is being involved with St 
James’s. We really love coming to 
church as a five-a-side crew but were 
very conscious that we have three little 
ones aged five and under that make an 
awful lot of racket! 

The Sunday@9 service is perfect 
because of that – it’s in the lovely 
Cross House so you can enjoy a great 
service with a big coffee and a pastry 
whilst your children run riot or throw 
a tantrum in the same room. We were 
made to feel so welcome from the 
moment we arrived, everyone is so 
lovely and it’s been life-changing for us.
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REMEMBRANCE
Royal British Legion - 
Bramley and District Branch 
– Remembrance Sunday
You don’t need to have served in the armed 
forces to join the Royal British Legion.

On Sunday 12 November, the crowds packed into St James’s 
Church for one of the most significant events in the Royal 
British Legion annual calendar, and that was to pay the 
respect, rightly due, to those who gave their lives in the 
service of their country.  It was sobering listening to the 
names of the fallen being read out during the service. This 
year marked a change with the involvement of the younger 
generation reading many of the names of the fallen.  We 
had Charlotte Pearson (11) from the Girl Guides who read 
the names from WW2 and Afghanistan; then 3 girls from 
our JAM group, Selina Day (12), Sophia Barclay Smith (9) 
and Megan Simmons (10), read the names of the RAOC 
personnel killed on Bomb Disposal Duties.  I don’t think I 
was the only one stifling a tear or two.

The Revd John Lenton led the service in a perfect tribute 
to the Act of Remembrance, that was timed to perfection 
as the Chinook helicopter flew over the church right at the 
end of the 2-minute silence.  Half muffled bells were rung 
before and after the service. Those who worked hard to make 
the day go well should be really proud of their efforts. It’s 
difficult to single everybody out so I would like to say a big 
thank you to you all, and especially to the congregation, for 
joining everyone in Remembering. LEST WE FORGET.

Here are a few photos taken by George Aitchison.
Steve Day – Branch Treasurer – 07341 552732

The Mayor congratulates Malcolm Bell who led the  
Bramley neighbourhood planning group

Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

01256 882200
Sherdon House, Reading Road, Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ

www.simmonsandsons.com
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LATEST ON 
THE ORIGINAL 
BRAMLEY 
APPLE TREE
Sadly, the tree that I 

was privileged to visit on 18 October 
1997 is slowly dying, attacked by honey 
fungus. At the time of my visit to the 
tree, which is at 75 Church Street, 
Southwell, Nottinghamshire, it was 
thriving. Although it had been blown 
over it survived and was producing good 
crops. I remember passing through the 
cottage into the garden and having my 
photograph taken with the tree.

It has now come to the attention of 
Nottingham Trent University which 
hopes to rescue it by buying the 
cottage where it stands for student 
accommodation and trying to preserve 
this great tree for the people of 
Southwell. If the sale goes through, 
horticultural staff and students will 
set about tending it and grafts will be 
taken and planted at the university’s 
campus. There are also further ideas 
for the cottage garden but these will 
depend on the result of the sale.  

Phyl Davies

OUR COMMUNITY
The Queen’s visit to the British Museum
The Queen recently visited the British 
Museum’s magnificent collection of 
Chinese and South Asian objects and 
met some of their curators as well as 
our MP, Ranil Jayawardena.

Ranil said, “I was delighted to welcome 
Her Majesty The Queen to the British 
Museum today as she opened the Sir 

Joseph Hotung Gallery of China and 
South Asia.”

“As Chairman of the All Party Group 
on Sri Lanka, it is good news that the 
Gallery has generous philanthropic 
donors who have made it possible  
for objects from Sri Lanka to be 
featured also.”
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Are Your New Year’s Resolutions Smart Enough?
If you are reading this during your well-deserved Christmas 
and New Year break, your thoughts may now be turning 
towards making your New Year’s Resolutions. Many 
people make resolutions: ‘New Year, new me’ is a common 
thought.  The most common resolutions are invariably 
these, or something similar.  Stop smoking, drinking or 
some other vice. Lose some weight.  Detox! Take more 
exercise. Get a better job, develop your career, earn more 
money. Learn a language, play an instrument. Save money, 
move house.  Retire!  

All of these are laudable in their own way.  But as you might 
expect, many people fail to keep their resolutions, or at 
least feel that they have failed. Why is this? Resolutions are 
another word for objectives.  If you are employed, you will 
probably go through the annual ritual of agreeing personal 
objectives with your boss. They will probably tell you to 
make your objectives Specific, Measurable, Achievable and 
Realistic, and with a Time frame. This gives us the acronym 
S.M.A.R.T.  So, are you resolving to lose weight?  Seven 
pounds, measured on your own scales, by Easter?  Job 
done – hopefully. At least there won’t be any doubt about 
whether you have or haven’t succeeded.  

But one thing features overwhelmingly in many people’s 
New Year resolutions: it’s all me, me, me! Here is a 
suggestion: for each resolution you make about yourself, 
make another that will benefit someone (or something) else.  
If you do lose that weight, and you buy some new clothes, 
take the old ones down to the charity shop so that someone 
else can benefit from them – and you’ll have an added 

incentive to keep that weight off! If you do get that new job, 
or you do give up smoking, use the extra money in your 
pocket to help a charity that means something to you.     

Here is my resolution, which I am doing now. You can have 
it for free as well! If we drive a car in Bramley, we all know 
how long the level crossing stays closed sometimes. Twenty 
or more cars sitting in a queue with their engines running 
are not good for air quality. Children going to school are 
breathing in your exhaust. Why don’t we all turn our 
engines off when we are waiting for the gates to go up?  It 
will save a little money, and it will make the air in Bramley a 
little cleaner.  Just a thought. Happy New Year to you all!

Michael Luck

LIFESTYLE
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1st Bramley Guides
We’ve had a packed term at 1st Bramley Guides this 
autumn, so we have asked some of the girls to share what 
we have been up to. We meet on Wednesday at 7:30, please 
visit girlguiding.org.uk if you’d like to enrol your daughter. 
Without further ado I shall handover to our guides now! 

Guides is a great club where we do fun activities. They also 
give us the chance to say what we want to do. So far we 
have made edible slime, done a self defence evening and a 
police offi cer has come in. My favourite week was when the 
police came in and taught us about being safe – we also got 
to try out the hand cuffs.  – Lily 

This term we are doing the fi lm lovers badge. We have 
learnt about why people rate movies and who they are. We 
have learnt about the roles producers, directors etc play 
in movies. We have also learnt about the different types of 
fi lms like romance, comedy, sci-fi , animation etc. Next term 
I’m hoping we can do the confectioners badge.  – Lillian 

On remembrance Sunday, a few of us represented our 
guide unit. We took part in the service by laying the wreath 
and reading out who died in the war. Afterwards, we had 
the opportunity to have drinks, cakes and biscuits. We do 
lots of other outside activities like going on a night walk, 
having a barbeque and watching a fi lm. Guides is an 
amazing place to be and I love it!  - Hannah 

This year so far at guides has been an overall fun year, and 
we are all very excited for the last few weeks of term. We 
have many fun activities planned for the next few weeks 
including a movie night for our fi lm lovers badge and 
decorating jumpers for Christmas.  – Olivia

OUR COMMUNITY

NATIONAL WOMEN’S REGISTER
The Bramley group met on 25 October at Dollis 
Green. Many members attended and there was an air 
of expectancy.  All we knew was that there was to be 
transportation back in time to the cinema. How true that 
was as the evening started with an old newsreel. Then 
there was the comic interlude and lots of laughs at the 
antics of Popeye, and yes, Olive Oyl was there too. Next 
came the break and what a surprise, a lovely ice-cream 
cornet for each of the audience. As in old times there 
came the main feature. “Some Like it Hot” with that 
blonde actress who delighted us in years gone by, 
Marilyn Monroe, and a great supporting cast.  They 
had us all wondering what unlikely twist was going to 
bring the hilarious story to an end. Everything seemed 
to end ‘Happily Ever After’. Tea, coffee and cake were 
served. There were many thanks to Pat for such a light 
hearted enjoyable evening.
The November meeting will be taken up with much 
brain searching as the group enter the big NWR 
Telephone Quiz. The programme then ends with a 
Christmas Party on 20 December at Meadow View. 
Please contact 01256 881729. New members are 
welcome.
A Happy Christmas to all.
Phyl Davies 
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Please contact Jacqui Morris

07539 432 228

jacqui@abfabyoga.com

www.abfabyoga.com The Traditional Yoga Association

Hatha Yoga Classes 2018

Sherborne St John 
Village Hall

Tuesdays 
Time: 10.00-11.30am 
9th Jan – 27th March 
11 weeks £82.50

Sherfi eld Park 
Community Centre

Wednesdays 
Time: 9.30-10.45am 
10th Jan – 28th March
11 weeks £77.00

Bramley 
Brocus Hall 

Fridays 
Time: 9.30-10.45am 
12th Jan – 23rd March
10 weeks £70.00

Breath
Balance 

Flexibility 
Relaxation 

 
Private Tuition also available in home studio

Basingstoke

a r t 
c l a s s

    BASINGSTOKE ART CLASS STARTS SOON

•perfect For beginners to 
improvers

•all paint materials supplied

•step by step tuition with 
a professional artist

•10 week course

•mornings or afternoons

SPACES LIMITED, CALL NOW ON 07419 741670 

•discover your inner artist

•make new friends

Find us on FACEBOOK AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BASINGSTOKEARTCLASS

• ask us about our wine & paint evenings

OUR COMMUNITY
Care home extends the icing on the cake 
for Cupcake Week 2017  
National Cupcake Week was a real treat at Cherry Blossom 
Manor in Bramley, where sweet-toothed staff and 
residents couldn’t wait to get out their aprons and mixing 
bowls for the occasion. 

The week, organised by British Baker Magazine, is a 
celebration of all things cupcake and is the perfect excuse 
to get everybody together for a baking session or a cake 
decorating class. 

Baking is a much-loved hobby for many people who live and 
work at Cherry Blossom Manor so it’s no surprise that the 
week was full of excitement and creativity.  Alongside baking 
and decorating cupcakes, they also ran a cupcake colouring 
competition which they extended to local nurseries.  The 
response was great and we received many entries. After a 
lot of aarrgghhs from residents, staff, family members and 
visitors a winner from each nursery was picked.  Each winner 
received a gift token for a local bookshop and the runners up 
each received a bag of sweets.

Emma Rogers, Mum to Raen Rogers who attends Little 
Apples, rang our Lifestyle team to say thank you for such a 
lovely gift, and that Raen had purchased two books with her 
voucher. One being called “I want a Cake”. 

One resident, who has been a keen baker since her school 
years said: “I used to make cupcakes with my children when 
they were little and they have always been my favourite thing 
to bake – simple but very very tasty!”

Zoe Haines, Operations Manager at Cherry Blossom Manor 
said: “There are a lot of enthusiastic bakers at this home who 

really demonstrated 
their talent and 
made some fantastic 
treats for everyone to 
enjoy.  I had a go at 
decorating one of the 
cakes but left the rest 
to the experts as we 
certainly have plenty 
of those here!”
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Funny goings on at the Frith!
October half term 
seems a long time ago, 
as we rapidly approach 
Christmas! We celebrated 
our first anniversary with 
an imaginative group of 
children, who followed a 
pumpkin trail, searching for 
treats in the forest; making 
shelters with spectacular 
tricks to ward off spooky 
spirits. They were intrigued 
to identify skulls of different 
woodland creatures: deer, 
mice, rats, rabbits and trickiest of 
all…….the omnivorous hedgehog. 

National Grid continues 
to support our mission to 
secure sustainable Forest 
School for families: inspiring 
youngsters to engage with 
nature, while developing 
greater self-awareness, 
raised self-esteem and 
confidence through learner-
led experiences, facilitated 
by qualified Forest School 
Leaders. It is thanks to 
National Grid that we are 
allowed to use the forest: 

they are keen to give something back to 
the local community.

Great news! Muddy Puddle Club 
has joined us at Frith Forest School 
site, establishing weekly groups 
for home-educated children, plus 
parent and toddlers. Lizzie Banks 
(founder) is a trained, experienced 
Forest School Leader and Early Year’s 
practitioner: now starting to train 
Forest School Leaders. 

We look forward to our Muddy 
Puddle Club Mondays! Children love 
playing with woodland resources; 
exploring changing textures, shapes 
and colours; asking questions about 
collections of hazelnuts, acorns, oak 
apples, moss, sticks and bark. Slugs 
and bugs fascinate them! Puddle 
jumping is always a great favourite: 
peals of laughter echo around the 
woods, as they splash the muddy 
water! Further information from: www.
mudddypuddleclub.co.uk 

EVENTS: Frith Forest Fun Club’s 
Christmas Special on Saturday 
16th December 11am-1.30pm. Join 
us to make Christmas crafts around 
the campfire, or leave the children 
with us for a couple of hours, while 
you catch up on last minute shopping. 
Children £10.00; siblings half price. 
Accompanied Adults free! Details on 
facebook: frith forest fun club. 

Bramley 0-5s Toddler group
Bramley 0-5s Toddler group have 
had a busy Autumn.  Whilst sipping 
coffee, eating biscuits and watching the 
children play, we have been chatting 
away and catching up on Bramley 
events.  We have been making lots 
of crafts from growing grassheads to 
balloon painting and even making 
miniature tissue paper bonfires!  

We greatly enjoyed Jon Stockham 
coming in to take individual 
photographs of the children which  
will undoubtedly make lovely 
Christmas presents for mummies, 
daddies and other family members.  
Smiles all round!

We are hoping to get an Usborne book 
representative to come and show us 
their wares in the near future.

We are also getting very excited about 
our Christmas party on Tuesday 5th 
December – a morning of party games, 
food and hopefully a visit from the 
magical Father Christmas!  

The team are looking for funding to 
try and replace broken and worn out 
toys as well as buy new mats for the 
slide area.  We are also trying to find 
a helping hand or two to assist with 

tea and coffee 
making at the 
weekly session.  
If you might 
be able to help 
please contact 
Laura Lamb on 
07766 560 918 

Bramley 0-5s 
Toddler group 
runs on term-
time Tuesdays 
in Clift Meadow Pavilion from 10.15 
– 11.45am.  £2 per family.  Everyone 
welcome.

Check us out on Facebook to find out 
about forthcoming events - Bramley 
Toddler 0-5

OUR COMMUNITY

Places bookable in advance: frithforestschool@gmail.com or www.frithforestschool.co.uk

The Vyne – Last chance 
to see Tudor mansion’s 
rooftop walkway  
The National Trust’s The Vyne in 
Sherborne St John is coming to the 
end of its £5.4m project to replace the 
roof. Visitors have until 31 January 
to explore a lift-accessible rooftop 
walkway before this is closed to 
the public. Work can then begin to 
dismantle the 41 miles of scaffolding 
that currently surround the house 
restoring it to its full glory. 

The walkway is available 11am-3pm 
with last entry at 2.30pm. The Vyne is 
closed 24 and 25 December.
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Clift Surgery News  
At last we have some definite news to report about the 
extension to the Surgery.

Work will start on the new extension on 27th November. 
There will be three phases: phase 1 will be the building of 
the extension to the right of the building as you look at it, 
which will incorporate a new updated dispensary and nurse 
treatment room. Phase 2 is likely to be in March/April and 
will involve the refurbishment and improvement of the 
waiting room and reception area. The final phase will be the 
moving of the dispensary into the new extension and kitting 
out the new treatment rooms. There will be a new widened 
entrance to the carpark, allowing two cars to enter and exit 
and more parking spaces will be available.

The bad news, short term, is that during phase 1 (December/
January), there will be large lorries which will need to enter 
the carpark and during this time access to the surgery car 
park will have to be closed temporarily.  It will be important 
during that period to leave contact details when booking an 
appointment, so the surgery can advise you on the parking 
arrangements in place. There is alternative parking close 
by and the surgery will endeavour to allow for patients with 
limited mobility or otherwise frail, to be dropped off at the 
front of the building, with limited parking in the actual 
surgery car park.

All efforts are being made to minimise the inconvenience 
to patients during this early building stage and posters and 
details of the extension will be placed in the surgery.

The planned completion date is August 2018

Vicky Clarke

Olive Upton (née Osler)   
Some of you may have heard the church bells being 
rung half muffled on Sunday 19 November. This was 
in tribute to Olive Upton (née Osler) who died on 11 
November aged 89.  Olive was born in Bramley and 
rang the bells at St James for many years.  There is a 
photograph in the bell chamber showing the Bramley 
bell ringers welcoming the installation of two new 
bells in 1952.  Among the ringers are Olive and her 
parents, Charlie and Harriet. Charlie Osler was the 
tower captain at the time.

Olive married Dennis Upton in 1952.  Dennis was 
then a corporal in the military police at the HQ of 
Field Marshal Montgomery who was at that time the 
Deputy Supreme Commander of NATO in Europe. 
Because Monty was his CO, he had to ask him for 
permission to get married. Monty not only gave his 
permission, but he sent his Aide de Camp to the 
wedding to act as his personal representative.  I 
understand that at the end of wedding, after walking 
down the aisle, Olive went into the bell chamber and 
joined the other ringers for a while. So she rang at her 
own wedding!

At first, she and Dennis lived with Olive’s parents in 
Bramley before moving to a house on the Reading 
road in Chineham (Now Old Reading Road). Around 
1966 they moved back to Bramley and lived in The 
Street, opposite what we now know as Clift Meadow.

Ian Evett

Bramley Lunch Club  
The club met in Cross House on 12 October and followed the 
usual start with tea and coffee before news and the quiz. Doug, 
a new member, was welcomed and soon got the idea, joining 
in the quiz and other puzzles. Members were told of the new 
secretary and informed that the Club’s AGM would follow the 
lunch in November. Lunch and the raffle ended the day.

So, on to 9 November when there was much activity with 
craft work and card making. We enjoyed the wordsearch, 
which was all about food, and then tried to find as many 
words of 3 or more letters in the word CHRISTMAS.  Robin 
is so very good at this he probably got over 100 again. 
Caroline outlined plans for the December meeting. There 
will be a “post box” for everyone’s Christmas cards and 
“Secret Santa” gifts, with each member bringing just one 
gift for the sack.  Raffle tickets were popular and then lunch 
was called. Sausage and mash with vegetables and then rice 
pudding. What traditional English dishes.   Birthday wishes 
to Doug with a card and special cake. We found it hard to 
believe that he is 94. 

The AGM went well. Pat Jones sent apologies so Judy took 
the chair and the new secretary Pat Cole ably took the 
notes. Thank you to Pat. 

Thank you also to those who stayed behind to wash up and 
did general clearing up at the end.

 There was a reminder that although everyone is welcome 
you should confirm your place with a call to 01256 884065 
and please make sure that you turn up for your lunch. The 
next meeting will be on 14 December 

Phyl Davies

OUR COMMUNITY
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Cryptic Crossword No: 14
See page 26 for the answers.

Across

2 The rim went see, fixed by gift bearers. (5,4,3)

7 Childminder sees grandmother before New York. (5)

9 Southern worker, a short subsentence brings along a well known 
person. (5,5)

10 A welcome sight initially on a sleigh in sand. (5)

11 Reindeer have to do this all Christmas Eve but manage repeatedly. 
(3,3,3)

14 A short tune to remember Santa maybe around. (6)

17 Group in between ready and go. (3)

18 Rioted, sorted by the mags chief organiser. (6)

20 Do bells ail U, then try soothing songs. (9)

23 Sounds, like beautiful French maidens. (5)

25 The only direction Santa can go at the start. (10)

26 Delay as stallion takes a break. (5)

27 Time for a rest for some whilst we celebrate. (9,3)

Down

1 Short show without the silent action. (5)

3 The state certain articles of clothing are in at this time of year. (7)

4 Sweet  made lacier. (6)

5 Stains tincture and finds an innate behaviour. (8)

6 Dull me mixed up this wine. (6)

8 Apart as under the stars might reveal. (7)

12 Desire for bread, sounds like it. (4)

13 Others found in restating the beginning. (4)
14 Jo's sley was lost and brought about unhappiness. (7)

15 Strange how negative spanish article can bring about Christmas. (4)

16 Rail against an old currency. (4)

17 Careful you don't do this on ice, otherwise you may feel a bump into 
lips. (4,2,2)

19 I rent first class arrangement which tends to do nothing. (7)

21 Essential children should write one of these to Santa. (6)

22 Moonlight for example would go with this solo piece. (6)

24 Less a discount inevitably follows Christmas. (5)
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Bramley Cubs Autumn Term
Cub Scouts always do their best 
Think of others before themselves  
And do a good turn every day

This is the Cub Scout Law that each cub learns when they 
are invested. The law carries through, hopefully, into their 
everyday lives.  Our activities are diverse and allow cubs to 
grow and learn whilst making friends, being creative and 
experiencing new things. Since last time we have:-

• Participated in our regular Bramley Group Camp with 
the scouts and beavers.  Some older cubs also attended a 
huge county Winter Camp.  At these cubs did a range of 
activities including water sports, climbing, cycling, rifle 
shooting, archery and laser tag;

• Enjoyed All Starts Cricket AWE Tadley coming in to teach 
us, completed the low ropes and trim trail course at the 
Gordon Brown centre, taken part in slip-sliding on a 
makeshift run at Bramley School, hiked and played games, 

more recently in 
the dark.  Just last 
week we helped 
build a bonfire that 
created a spectacular 
column of flame 
and then toasted 
marshmallows on 
smaller fires that had 
reduced to embers;

• Learnt about Diwali, used software on a tablet, a 
Raspberry Pi and laptops, observed a home-made 3D 
printer create a woggle and built and raced Lego cars 
powered by balloons.  We also took part in a sixer-planned 
evening after listening to cubs’ ideas of what they would 
like to do;

• Attended the remembrance service at St James Church, 
Bramley.

Shortly we will be enjoying flash-lit laser tag and decorating 
Christmas Boxes for our special Christmas Card Delivery 
service.  Please look out for the boxes and consider using us for 
your local deliveries!

Thank you to all our friends in the community who volunteer 
their time and share their skills with us.  We wish you a happy 
Christmas and New Year.

LIFESTYLE



18

Musical Coffee Event …  
for Cancer Research UK

28 January 2018   10am-1pm 

Brocas Hall, Clift Meadow (next to Clift Meadow Pavilion)

How would you like to start the New Year? 
Supporting a great cause? Meeting new friends? Listening to 
great music? Drinking the perfect cup of coffee? 

Then do we have the event for you! 

Meet James Parkin and Eleanor & Joe Larkin – great friends 
with a shared love of great music and great coffee. 

The story of how they all met is so good you really must go 
and hear it in person!

But we’ll give you a teaser: 

James and Eleanor were in a band together several years 
ago. The band split up and they went their separate ways. 
Eleanor moved to Bramley, not knowing many people here. 
One day the postman left a card to say he’d left a package 
for her with a neighbour. And just guess who that neighbour 
turned out to be…? 

James and Eleanor are now performing together again and 
they’re having a musical coffee event to raise money for 
Cancer Research UK.  Joe is something of a coffee expert 
and he’ll have his specialist espresso machine there for some 
extra flavour.  

There’ll also be some delicious cakes, generously donated by 
local bakers ‘Indigo Bakes’. 

They’d love you all to come and support them and Cancer 
Research UK. All proceeds go to the charity, which is very 
special to them all because of James’s remarkable story.

James, Eleanor and Joe with the ‘Coopers Lane’ album

LIFESTYLE
James’s story
My name is James Parkin. 
I’m a musician and I live in 
Bramley. 

For the last 18 months 
I’ve been battling (and 
have beaten) a particularly 
aggressive cancer. 
Unfortunately, half of my 
facial nerves needed to be 
severed to get rid of the 
tumor. In total I’ve had 
about six surgeries and 
many more procedures including Botox and leeches!

On the plus side, I wrote my debut album of original songs 
through this experience and I’m working with Cancer 
Research UK to tell my story and show people that Cancer 
doesn’t need to be the end of dreams. I was also the keynote 
speaker at Facial Palsy UK Charity AGM in November.

My album and title track is called ‘My Cure’. This song and 
my story were used by CRUK as part of their ‘Stand Up To 
Cancer’ Campaign on November 3rd.

The final song on the album, ‘Lullabye’ was written for my 
young daughter.

I’ve also made an album of cover versions with Eleanor 
Larkin called…. ‘Coopers Lane’! 

Eleanor and I perform often around Berkshire/Hampshire/
Surrey. 

So come and see us at our musical coffee event and help us 
support a cause very dear to my heart. 

You can find more of my music on my Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/Jamesparkinmusic/

The Joy of Giving
May Place, the homeless centre in Basingstoke, 
is currently helping 20 adults. One generous and 
thoughtful resident in Bramley prepared these gift 
bags, each containing a mug and a few edible goodies, 
and delivered them to May Place, ready for Christmas.
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WHAT’S ON AT CHRISTMAS
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

All Seasons
Window
Cleaning

Reliably serving the 
community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •

• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •

• Conservatory roof cleaning •

• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 
01256 353727

Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com

CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk
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John Ferguson
It was with much sadness that we 
learnt of the passing of John Ferguson 
on Saturday 23rd September.  John 
has contributed much to our village of 
Bramley and will be sorely missed.

Towards the end of John’s working life, 
he had been living in Buckinghamshire 
whilst working in Northwest London.  
Having been born in Basingstoke, he 
met a few people from the area and 
decided to look around for somewhere 
to live.   During the early 90’s he found 
a place in a new small development 
being built in Jibbs Meadow, in the 
village of Bramley.

No sooner had John settled in he was 
elected to the Bramley Parish Council 
and remained a Parish Councillor 
for some 15 years, much of that time 
as Parish Council Chairman.   John 
has also been Chairman of the Clift 
Meadow Trust and President of the 
Bramley and District Royal British 
Legion.  John was instrumental in 
saving the Bramley and District Royal 
British Legion from closing and has 
contributed to its continuing growth. 

Outside of Bramley, John was also 
Chairman of the Monk Sherborne 
Horticultural Society and achieved 

success at both the Chelsea and 
Hampton Court Flower shows.

John had served in the Army from 
1946 to 1962 leaving with the rank of 
Captain.  He then went on to join the 
Duke of Lancaster’s Own Yeomanry, a 
Territorial Regiment. He served with 
them until 1982 and retired in the rank 
of Colonel.  On leaving the Army in 
1962, John joined Guinness Brewing 
at Park Royal in London and remained 
with them until retiring in 1993.

His cremation on 19th October was 
followed by a service of Thanksgiving 
in St James’s church, Bramley.

OUR COMMUNITY

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
County Councillor Rhydian Vaughan

I would like to share with you the 
highlights of our ‘half-term’ financial 
strategy. Hampshire is facing similar 
problems to most other upper-tier 
authorities—although we are probably 
better placed than many, largely 
because of good forward planning.  
For instance, Northamptonshire is 
contemplating a negative budget, only 
achieving a balance over a number of 
years.  Somehow, I doubt they will get 
permission to do that, and are likely to 
get a negative auditor’s report.  The last 
time Hampshire got a negative auditors 
report was back in 1997, in the days of 
the Lib-Lab pact, when the auditors 
said that the reserves were too low.  

In essence, as a result of reductions 
in Government grant, coupled with 
inflationary pressures, such as salaries 
and the living wage (costing an extra 
£50 million) and also the demographic 
pressures of more elderly people and 
more children, we have to take £140 
million out of our budget by 2019-
2020.  That £140 million figure was 
reported to us in February last year. 

This further reduction comes on top of 
the £340 million that we have already 
taken out of expenditure.  This is why 
it is so hard now to find the savings 
required through back office re-
organisation.  

By law, we have to set a balanced 
budget.  This is non-negotiable.  
People tell us they are prepared to 
pay a bit more, so we will work on 
the assumption of the maximum 
permissible council tax increase 
next year, without a referendum, i.e. 
1.99% plus 3% allowed for social care 
increases. 

As an example, Children’s Services 
increases are related to demand 

pressures, social work recruitment and 
retention, home to school transport, 
and special guardianship orders.   
We do not get many petitions or 
deputations concerning ‘looked-after 
children,’ but they are our statutory 
responsibility.  Therefore, we are 
planning to give Children’s Services 
an extra £20 million to cover these 
eventualities.

Commercial activity helps, and is 
now extensive and wide-ranging.  It 
contributes some £130 million to help 
us maintain services.  

We are also asking our officers to 
continue their exploration of all viable 
options to revise or refine proposals 
with regard to service continuity in the 
following areas:    
- Community transport  
- School crossing patrols 
- Waste & recycling centres

If we can find solutions, we will 
implement them, but we have to find 
the money from somewhere. 

We continue our contact with 
Government ministers by 
correspondence and face-to-face 
meetings, and through bodies such 
as the Local Government Association 
and the County Council Network.   We 
are regularly stressing the difficult 
position our county councils are in, and 
that sometimes a small, even nominal 
payment, for a service can produce a 
significant income to avoid losing the 
provision.  For example, a £1 charge 
per household waste recycling centre 
visit would produce close to £4 million, 
and if there was a £10 annual charge 
for bus passes, then over £400,000 
could be raised to fund community 
transport schemes.  If there was a 
50p charge per journey, then that 

would produce £4 million, enough to 
keep contributions to commercial bus 
services that are uneconomic.  The 
Minister of Transport has reacted 
well to these ideas.  Prompted by his 
support, at the recent Full Council 
meeting on 2nd November we agreed 
the following additional amendment: 

“Hampshire calls on the Government 
to permit councils responsible 
for administering the National 
Concessionary Travel Scheme, to levy 
modest charges on older person’s 
passes e.g. 50p for each use and £10 
for issuing and renewing permits, 
with the balance of revenue raised 
after  costs, to be used to support 
un-commercial, public or community  
transport services serving vulnerable or 
disadvantaged residents or areas. “ 

We are also recommending the 
allocation of £500,000 to town and 
parish councils to provide pump-
priming for targeted, joint initiatives 
aimed at improving local services.  For 
example, where the parish or town 
council may want to retain Verge 
Cutting, we want to be able to help by 
the possible purchase of equipment. 

Finally, please take any scare-
mongering news reports of definitive 
council ‘efficiency savings’ to services 
with a grain of salt; decisions on the 
proposals will be made next year prior 
to the Annual Budget so NOTHING 
has been set in stone. We are keeping 
an open mind and looking at every 
option to minimise the impact on all 
Hampshire residents. 

County Councillor Rhydian Vaughan 
Member for Calleva Division 
Email: rhydian.vaughan@hants.gov.uk
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The Priory
Over the year, all of our children take part in a range of 
visits to enrich their curriculum learning. Here is Maya, 
from Year 6 to tell you about an exciting trip to the Battle of 
Britain bunker in Uxbridge.

Into the Bunker
Just before we entered the Battle of Britain Bunker we 
saw some life-size models of Spitfires and Hurricanes. The 
entrance to the Bunker was a lot smaller than I expected. 
I was a bit scared to go in at first because there was a big, 
loud alarm that might go off.

Inside the bunker was well lit – which made me feel a bit 
more comfortable – and we went down 76 stairs! Next to 
the stairs were thick, cylinder telephone cables that they 
used to telephone people (it only worked when they were on 
the ground because the cables were underground).

Operations Room    
Now that we had descended 60 feet underground, we came 
to the Operations Room.  On the Operations Table was a 
massive map that was originally used in World War 2. The 
blocks that they put on the table showed where our planes 
were at that time and were moved around by a long, wooden 
stick. There were also arrows that showed our enemy’s 
planes progress.

We also saw the Tote board which showed if the planes 
from different places were: ready for action; fighting or 30 
minutes till ready for action. Just below the Tote board, 
was a clock. It didn’t tell the time but it did tell them how 

up to date the information on the Tote board was. If the 
information was 15 minutes old they would have telephoned 
the airfields to ask for a squadron update.

We also saw the Balloon Scale which showed how high the 
Barrage Balloons were. Barrage Balloons were filled with 
hydrogen and put in the air with thick cables securing them 
to an army truck. The idea of a Barrage Balloons was that 
when German planes got to them they didn’t want to waste 
their 12 seconds of ammunition on shooting it down and 
they would get caught up in the wires if they went under. 
That means that they had to fly over them, which would get 
them to the height that the British wanted so they could 
shoot them down. Barrage Balloons can go up to 6000 feet.

There were also domed windows, which didn’t look like 
they were see-through but were. This was what Winston 
Churchill looked through, whilst sitting in his room upstairs 
on his visit to the bunker.

Museum
Finally, we went to the museum. We saw the chair Winston 
Churchill sat in, it was green and we all enjoyed sitting 
where our past Prime Minister had sat.  There were also 
lots of medals including the Burma Star and the Africa Star. 
There were lots of other interesting things there such as a 
baby’s gas mask.  The best bit of the museum though was 
the evening dress made of parachute silk. To me that’s an 
amazing example of ‘make do and mend’.

It was a marvellous day out and it was definitely worth going.

OUR COMMUNITY
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BRAMLEY KNITTING GROUP - 
KNIT FOR PEACE
Well, in my last report there was mention of the 
next consignment. This went on 8 November and 
here is the detailed list:                                   
10 blankets, 37 jumpers, 5 teddies , 4 baby mitts, 
16 cardigans, 3 scarves, 60 children’s hats, 8 adult hats.                  
What a fantastic amount of work from our knitters! Some of the 
work was done at home and brought to “Vectis” on meeting days. 
Other items were donated by friends. Thanks to everyone who 
made any contribution - I am overwhelmed. Also, we must thank 
Freda who carefully keeps the records and arranges the courier. She 
found notes on the history of knitting- guess how far it goes back? 
Well some of the earliest items known are a pair of socks from 11th 
century Egypt but it could go back as far as the 3rd century.

We still have a tremendous amount of wool and Edna did a much-
needed job sorting it all out. We need and welcome new knitters 
to help us make use of the stock we have. Could you just do very 
plain strips? These are made into blankets and are very welcome.  
We have recently been given a blanket large enough for a double 
bed, while others are cot sized. If you prefer to make garments 
there is that opportunity too.

There was news of those not at the meeting, including Olive who 
sadly passed away in Cherry Blossom Care Home. We welcomed 
Margaret back after the mishap to her foot. Tea time and Val looked 
after numbers.  The lemon cake was delicious. Thank you so much 
June.  The circle will meet next on 28 November and then possibly 
not until 2018. We will let you know. 

A Happy Christmas to all and keep knitting.  

Phyl Davies 01256 881296

OUR COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
– SUN 10 DEC 17
Start your Christmas celebrations in style with 
the Basingstoke Concert Band as they perform a 
magnifi cent concert of seasonal music and carols along 
with the very popular St Mary’s CE Junior School, Old 
Basing Senior Choir.

The date is Sunday 10 December 2017, starting at 3.00 
pm at St Michael’s Church, Basingstoke.

Tickets cost £10 (which includes a glass of wine and 
mince pie) and can be purchased from the Band 
Secretary Janet Howard: 01256 781583, band mobile: 
07503 881241 or at the Church on the day – there is 
no charge for children under 16.

Hope to see you there.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
– WED 20 DEC 17
Come and join the Basingstoke Concert Band as they 
perform a Christmas treat of traditional music and 
carols that the whole family will enjoy.  The concert 
takes place at Sherfi eld-on-Loddon Village Hall 
on Wed 20 Dec at 8.00-9.30pm.

Tickets cost £5 (which includes a glass of wine and 
mince pie) and can be purchased from the Band 
Secretary Janet Howard: 01256 781583, band mobile 
07503 881241 or at the Village Hall on the evening – 
there is no charge for children under 16.

The Band looks forward to seeing you there.

We have 41 years experience and can offer the following services at a competitive price:
• Boiler Upgrades
• Plumbing Services – including bathroom installations
• Heating Systems
• Fault Finding
• Power Flushing
• Kitchen Installations
• Extensions & Alterations

From changing a tap washer to extending your house no job is too big or too small
No call out charge
Please contact us on:
07774 140325 Phil Leaver
07879 553210 Dan Leaver

PLUMBING HEATING 
& BUILDING SERVICES
Oil, Solid Fuel, Natural Gas & LPG installations
Gas Safe Registration No 74691
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Beat Report 

Burglaries:
Two dwelling burglaries were reported over this 
month. One burglary was a domestic related burglary 
and the other related to unknown offenders being 
disturbed breaking into a rural property. Nothing was 
stolen.

Anti Social Behaviour:
There have been eight reports of ASB this month. 
Now the weather is getting colder, I suspect these will 
be lower.

I would like to encourage all residents to report any 
incidents of anti social behaviour to us on 101, or if 
you are a resident of social housing and your issues 
are with a neighbour also living in social housing 
accommodation, please report any incidents to your 
local housing officer, if the problem then persists then 
your Housing Officer will contact me. Please do report 
ASB because if it doesn’t get reported then I will not 
know that it’s happening and therefore I will not be 
able to focus my patrol time efficiently.

Suspicious Incidents:
There have also been 13 suspicious vehicle/ person 
reports. Nothing in these reports indicates anything 
to be concerned about and none of them have any 
links to other crimes that have been reported.

Other:
As you are likely aware, we are receiving lots of 
reports of travellers on Bramley Green Road.

Hampshire County Council’s Gypsy Traveller Liaison 
Officer visited the site and served a new Sec 77 Notice 
to Quit. If they fail to comply then HCC will need to 
apply to court for an eviction order. 

As the layby is part of the Highway, police powers 
under Sec 61 Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 
CANNOT be used. This is why HCC are involved and 
why a Sec 77 notice was previously served.

Monthly Crime Stats
ASB – 8 Assault – 4   
Burglary Dwelling – 2 Burglary non-Dwelling – 0 
Criminal Damage – 1 Driving Complaint – 4 
Drink Driving – 0 Drug offences – 0  
Missing Person – 1  Offensive Weapon – 1  
Public Order offences – 2 Road Traffic Collision – 0 
Suspicious Incidents – 13 Theft – 3   
Theft from Vehicle – 1 Theft of Vehicle – 1    
Theft of Pedal Cycle – 0 Other - 1

Many thanks,

PCSO Nathan Johnson

Cryptic Crossword No: 14 Solutions
Across Down

2 THREEWISEMEN 1 PANTO
7 NANNY 3 HANGING
9 SANTACLAUS 4 ECLAIR
10 OASIS 5 INSTINCT
11 RUNANDRUN 6 MULLED
14 JINGLE 8 ASUNDER
17 SET 12 NEED
18 EDITOR 13 REST
20 LULLABIES 14 JOYLESS
23 BELLS 15 NOEL
25 SOUTHBOUND 16 LIRA
26 STALL 17 SLIPONIT
27 CHRISTMASDAY 19 INERTIA

21 LETTER
22 SONATA
24 SALES

INFORMATION
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This month John Stubbs tells us about a 
head banging woodpecker, also known as the 
Bramley Rapper  

Bit unusual, I thought. Earlier in the year, one mid-morning, 
it sounded like a real domestic being perpetrated across our 
garden.  It went on for long enough for me to find a camera 
and get a shot of her, in a neighbour’s garden looking over 
our fence.  I couldn’t quite see who she was addressing, 
but whoever it was kept answering back in no uncertain 
terms. Long and loud it carried on over us, just a pity that I 
couldn’t make out the cause of the dispute.  No doubt about it 
however, she got the last word, or, rather, the final note.

Woodpeckers in general, then, must rate as one of our 
noisiest neighbours.  Not only rapping loudly (on trees) but 
also the noted yaffling calls in various forms – more a sort of 
maniacal laughter.  This was a green woodpecker: actually 
these birds don’t much go in for drumming, as they are 
mainly ground feeders – ants in particular, and they’re happy 
to dig lawns for worms, daddy-longlegs and the like. 

The most likely reason for the vocal performance in this case 
was that she had some youngsters pestering for treats: it was 
the busy time of year, the demand for regurgitated ant snacks 
pretty incessant. To this end, however, she’s equipped with 
an amazing four-inch tongue: it’s so long that it has to be 
wrapped round inside the skull, but can be driven deep into 
an ants’ nest to retrieve the residents on its specially adhesive 
tip.  This is the biggest of our native woodpeckers, with the 
green back feathers presumably for camouflage when down 
on the grass – while the spectacular red headdress is out of 
sight poking underground.

Our other native woodies, the greater and lesser spotted 
guys, have stronger beaks and use them for excavating a 
nest cavity, digging grubs from wood, and in particular 
for drumming.  This last habit is a multi-purpose comms 
device: all the usual messages can be broadcast – keep off 
my land / I’m available / look out there’s a predator / grub 
up (literally).  The choice site may be a hollow tree or wood 
panels – even roof guttering serves: anywhere that will give a 
bit of reverb.  Once you’ve got the necessary kit, it’s probably 
a better way of reaching your wider audience than the more 
conventional vocal bird-call or song system, particularly in 
dense woodland where a voice may be easily lost.

The one big snag, of course, is that it’s a bit like bashing 
your head against the wall, something we tend to think 
of as nice when it’s stopped, rather than a positive part of 
the normal day’s work.  We humans get permanent brain 
damage from boxing, heading heavy footballs and hitting car 
windscreens – how do these professional head-bangers get 
away with it?  There are lots of evolved adaptions in the case 
of woodpeckers: the biggest single factor, however, is not so 
much that they’re particularly good at it, as the fact that we 
are distinctly bad in this respect. Our brains are a bit like a 
great lump of soft putty with delicate attached filaments, in 
a slightly larger box of oil.  On impact this great mass flops 
forward or rotates in an uncontrolled surge – and hence 
it gets damaged.  The woodpecker has a brain weighing 
only around one five-hundredth of ours, and it’s tightly 
constrained within a very strong skull so that it doesn’t 
slop about.  The effect of this scale difference is that they 
can stand these brief impacts, provided they take a break 
occasionally to let it all cool down. 

It also helps to have the special extra eyelid that deploys 
immediately before impact, keeping the retina protected 

BEAUTIFUL BRAMLEY

and in place. The tail feathers are reinforced and the claws 
specially adapted to give a strong and stable (where did I last 
hear that phrase?) position on a tree trunk so that the impact 
direction is closely controlled.  

All in all, quite an exotic-looking animal, and one with a very 
distinct character.  

I guess most birds can do things that we can only marvel 
at – flying an ocean, eating spiders, crossing Milton Keynes 
without satnav, and so on. A woodpecker always seems to 
be such a busy, cheery soul, somehow – I’d have thought it 
would be an obvious candidate as a National Bird.  But no 
country appears to have adopted it as such: perhaps they 
were just too busy to fill in the application forms.
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OUR COMMUNITY
News from Butter Daisy Nursery
The children have been doing lots of 
exciting activities to celebrate Diwali 
and Halloween this month… 

We made cards with Diwali themed 
pictures and then coloured in and 
painted beautiful Diwali paper 
lanterns in a variety of bright 
colours. On this creative theme, 
we made some diyas too which we 
moulded from clay and decorated. 
We spoke about Diwali and how it is celebrated in order for 
the children to get an understanding of the festival and what 
it represents. 

The Baby Suite enjoyed getting messy during Halloween 
week! They helped to carve a spooky pumpkin and explored 
the seeds and pulp inside. The Babies were busy creating 
pumpkin pictures with crayons and had a lot of fun cooking; 
they used marshmallows, chocolate and raisins to create 
a spooky ghost. The Toddler Suite created some fantastic 
decorations and used masking tape to make some ‘mummies’ 
with googly eyes and cotton wool to create some very 
ghoulish ghosts!

Pre-School enjoyed cooking ghost cakes using green cake 
mixture, chocolate and marshmallows, as well as creating 
chocolate apples… They all found it hard to resist the 
chocolate until home time! In circle time, the Pre-Schoolers 
made ‘spooky soup’, where they would find an object 
beginning with a certain letter, add it to their ‘cauldron’ and 
make a magic spell. 

The children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring the new 
resources we purchased at the Childcare Expo in Coventry 
which we all visited in September for our AGM. As delegates, 
each practitioner attended seminars and workshops that 
were very inspirational!

Bramley & Romans Floral Society
Our November meeting 
was a demonstration by 
Mrs Anne-Marie Dicker, 
aptly named “Christmas 
Celebrations”. Anne’s 
first arrangement 
was the “Traditional 
Christmas” in red and 
green with gold baubles, 
fir cones and a gold bow. 
This was followed by a “Get away from it all Christmas” using 
finds from a charity shop; a lilac chiffon scarf, matching 
exotic baubles and a lilac bow. 

A scene depicting Jesus and the Wise Men from the East was 
next and then it was a “Snowy White Christmas” with twisted 
willow, variegated ivy and pittosporum and a white bow.

Tea and cake was enjoyed 
during the interval 
followed by the “Party Ball 
Christmas”; a tall silver 
arrangement with vibrant 
turquoise baubles and 
party shoes, this time with 
a silver bow.  Finally it was 
Anne Marie’s “Gift to us this 
Christmas”, a delightful gold 
package with a gold bow.

Throughout the 
demonstrations Anne 
explained why she was using 
the foliage and flowers and 
she passed on several very 
useful tips she had picked 

up during her time as a flower 
arranger.                                

On 7 December, we have our 
Christmas lunch followed 
by “Christmas Naturally” by 
Mrs Pamela Lewis, a national 
Demonstrator.

We meet on the 1st Thursday 
of the month at Sherfield on 
Loddon Village hall at 1.30pm.  
Everyone is welcome. Please 
contact Eileen on 01256 881125 

Eileen Gulston
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LIFESTYLE

Although Christmas is a wonderful time for 
many families, it can also be a time of stress 
and strain for others.

For some couples, spending long days 
together can highlight cracks in their 
marriage, where they are unable to ignore 
any widening rift in their relationships. 
It can be a testing time especially with 
excitable children and long family visits.

It is no wonder that often relationships, 
already with problems, collapse in December 
which unfortunately makes January one of 
our busiest months of the year as people 
resolve to start the New Year with a clean 
slate.

If divorce is on your mind, you are probably 
going through all kinds of different 
emotions. It can be hard to stay calm 
and consider the implications of divorce. 
However, we are here to help, where we can 
offer sensitive guidance and advice.

The breakdown of a relationship may mean 
you and your family are faced with difficult 
issues. Our objective is to help you as quickly 
and effectively as possible with the best 
outcomes for you and your family.

No doubt you will have lots of questions 
about your rights and the process. Most 

people going through a divorce or separation 
would rather avoid having to go to court if 
possible. We understand that, so we offer 
a range of services including Mediation, 
Separation Agreements and Collaborative 
Law. One of these methods could be right 
for you.

But if we cannot find a way that avoids the 
courts, then we have the expertise to get 
the right results for you in the courtroom. 
We will endeavour to guide you through the 
court process in an amicable way.

All of our Family Law solicitors are highly 
qualified and are members of Resolution, 
which means we follow a code of practice 
that promotes a non-confrontational 
approach to family problems.

Whatever the issue you face this New Year, 
we can help you and your family find a way 
forward.

For more information contact Hayley 
Eachus at Phillips by calling 01256 460830 
or email hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk 
or visit www.phillips-law.co.uk/family

December 
is often 
the most 
stressful 
month for 
couples

Hayley Eachus
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WHAT’S ON
December events at the Basingstoke Discovery Centre
libraryeventsteam@hants.gov.uk   www.hants.gov.uk/library/whatson-library

Hearing Impaired Reading Group 
Friday 1 December / 2pm – 4pm / FREE

An opportunity to meet people in a 
similar situation round a shared interest

Discover Board Games
Saturday 2, 16 & 30 December / 10am 
– 1pm / Ages 3+ / FREE 

Disability Signpost Service
Tuesday 5 December / 10am - 12noon

Drop-in for information on topics 
including transport, benefits, housing 
and more.

Basingstoke Disability 
Connections
Tuesday 5 December / 12.30 – 2.30pm

Informal get-together for people 
affected by disability. 

Memory Box Project
Friday 8 & 22 December / 10.30am – 
12.30pm

The memory box project is an exciting 
reminiscence project open to all. Drop 
in and share some stories around the 
interesting objects on display.

Young Embroiders Club
Saturday 9 December / 9.30am – 
12.30pm / Ages 5-16 / £5 per session

Learn new skills and meet new friends

Chatterbooks
Saturday 9 December / 2pm – 3pm / 
Ages 8-11 / FREE

Are you a Bookaholic? 

Do you enjoy sharing ideas, making 
new friends and exploring new 
subjects? Join Chatterbooks a book 
group aimed for 8-11 year olds. 

Children’s Crafts
Saturday 9 & 23 December / 
from 10am / Ages 3+ / FREE

Board in the Library
Saturdays / 11am - 4pm / FREE 
Wednesday 13 & 27 December / 2pm – 
6pm / FREE

A variety of new and traditional board 
games available on request.

A Christmas Cracker
Wednesday 13 December / 7.30pm – 
8.30pm / £5

Performed by Jonathan Jones

A miscellany of poetry and prose for the 
festive season, including ‘The Nursery 
School Nativity’ by Joyce Grenfell, 
poetry by John Betjamin, Ogden Nash 
and T. S. Eliot, and a reading from ‘A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn’ by Betty Smith.

Followed by a visit from the Yateley 
Village Mummers at 8.30pm and free 
refreshments.

Wonderful Wordsmiths
Wednesday 13 December / 4pm – 
5pm / Ages 8 – 13 / FREE

Gain confidence in your writing and 
meet like-minded people in this 
friendly group

Crime Fiction Reading Group
Saturday 16 December / 2pm / FREE           

Meet others who share your enjoyment 
of this genre

StreetPass
Saturday 16 December/ 11am – 4pm / 
FREE

Experience a new level of social gaming 
with your Nintendo and other gaming 
consoles.

Family Chess Coaching
Saturday 16 December / 10am – 
1pm (drop-in) / Free

David Graham and members of the 
Basingstoke Junior Chess Club will be 
visiting to offer hints, tips and guidance 
for complete beginners as well as 
to those with some knowledge and 
experience.

Visually Impaired Reading Group 
Monday 18 December / 10am – 12 
noon / FREE

An opportunity to meet people in a 
similar situation round a shared interest

Creative Writing 
Wednesday 20 December / 2pm – 
4pm / £1

New members are welcome at this 
supportive group for writers of all 
genres and ability

Note: This is the usual Wednesday Group

Poetry Group  
Wednesday 20 December / 10.30am – 
12.00 noon / £1

Read and share poetry with other like-
minded people

Probus hears about a life 
changing rail journey
“Two first class tickets to Shanghai 
please” was how Liz Barron and her 
husband Tony requested the ticket office 
clerk as they set out on the first stage 
of an epic train journey from Barry in 
South Wales to Shanghai. Liz told the 
Probus Club of Basingstoke about how 
her grandfather Leslie Pardoe had set 
out on this journey 100 years before, a 
21 years old bachelor, to start a new job 
as a deputy surveyor in this Chinese city.

Liz and husband Tony wanted to 
recreate this journey exactly and it had 
been in the planning for almost a year 
to ensure that they were able to stay 
in the same cities and hotels as Leslie 
had experienced on this 6000 miles 
adventure.

The route took them first to London and 
thence across the Channel to Ostend, 
with stopovers in Brussels, Cologne, 
Berlin, Warsaw, Minsk and Moscow. 
Then four days and nights on the Trans 
Siberian railway continuing on the 
Trans Manchurian railway to China. 

The only change to the route was that 
her grandfather had taken a three 
days ferry from Dailen across the East 
China Sea to Shanghai but the service 
no longer operates so they completed 
the final leg by train which had a stop 
in Beijing. Their journey took 24 days 
while her grandfather had taken 15 days 
because they wanted to do some sight-
seeing knowing that it was unlikely they 
would pass this way again.

Leslie Pardoe lived in Shanghai for 27 
years, meeting there and marrying Liz’s 
grandmother, Margaret. Liz’s father, 
John, was the youngest of their four 
children. The family left Shanghai when 
the Japanese took over the city in 1940 
and they escaped back to England via 
Canada.

Leslie Pardoe had travelled first class 
for £10 7s 3d but it cost Liz and Tony 
£25,000 to replicate this transit.

See www.probusbasingstoke.
wordpress.com

Liz’s grandmother Margaret  
in a Palanquin in Shanghai
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WHAT’S ON

Mondays

Badminton Village Hall

Beavers School Hall

Pilates 9am Brocas Hall

Music With Mummy 10.45am Village Hall

Jolly Babies 11.30am Village Hall

Stay Active As You Age Class – 
11am Brocas Hall

Petite Dance 4-9pm Brocas Hall

Cubs 6.30-8pm School Hall

Zumba with Gisella 6:30pm Village Hall

Trail Runners 7.3opm Clift Meadow car park

Bootcamp 8-9pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Tuesdays
Parish Council Meetings  
3rd Tuesday of the month

Bramley Room, 
Village Hall 

Badminton Village Hall

Bell Ringing St James’s

Dance Club (Petite School) Village Hall

Karate Primary School Hall

Short Mat Bowls Village Hall

Slimming World  
starting 2nd January Brocas Hall

Tuesday Club St Stephen’s Hall

Hipp Pilates 7-9pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 9.30am Brocas Hall

0-5 Toddler Group 10.15 - 11.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Bramley Mums Walking Group 
6.50 for 7pm Clift Meadow car park

Wednesdays

1st Bramley Brownies Village Hall

Guides Village Hall

Rainbows Village Hall

Scouts Brocas Hall

Baby Clinic plus Stay and Play 
2nd Wednesday 9.30-11.00am Clift Meadow Pavilion

WG Pilates  9.30-10.30am Cross House

Caterpillar Music 9.45am Village Hall

Pregnancy yoga 6-7pm Cross House

Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Clubbell yoga 7.15-8.45pm Cross House

Trail Runners 7.30pm Clift Meadow car park

HIIT/Bootcamp 7.45-8.30 School Hall

Thursdays
Bramley & Romans Floral 
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall

Dance Club Primary School Hall

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday Cross House

Pilates St Stephen’s Hall

WI 2nd Thursday Village Hall

WI Lite 4th Thursday Village Hall

Body Tone 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 5.45pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 6-7pm,  7.15-8.15pm 
& 8.30-9.30pm Cross House

Youth Club 6-8pm Brocas Hall

Clubbercise 7pm-7.45pm
Launch night 7th September

Village Hall

Hipp Pilates 7-8pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Modern Jive Classes 8-10.30pm Village Hall

Bootcamp 9-10pm Brocas Hall

Fridays

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hipp Pilates 1.30-2.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 3.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

ARO Kickboxing 7.00pm Village Hall

Saturdays

Dance School Brocas Hall

Farmers market 1st Saturday Clift Meadow Pavilion

Sundays

Dinky Disco Village Hall

See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley  
& St Stephen’s Little London
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WHAT’S ON
Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations

Organisation Name Tel No Email Remarks

Parish Council Maxta Thomas 07810 692486 www.bramleypc.co.uk 
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk Not for bookings

Clift Meadow Eileen Gulston 881125 e.e.gulston@gmail.com Bookings
Cross House Pam Luck 882687 crosshousebramley@gmail.com Bookings
Village Hall Catriona Hayward 07464 749997 Bookings@bvht.org.uk Bookings
School Hall Alison Tarrant 881339
Active Mums Post Natal 
Exercise Emma Perkins 07973 389407 emmatraining@hotmail.com 

www.emmaperkins.com
Badminton Jane Matthews 881647
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Jodie Saunders 881113 jodie@bramley-scouts.org.uk
Bell ringers Terry Cooper 881102
Bootcamp Michelle Williams 07799 242621 michellehotmama@hotmail.co.uk
Bramley Out of School 
Club/Holiday Club Julie Belam 07711 339306 info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com  

www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com
Bramley Volunteer Drivers 07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook

Bramley Youth Club Lee Goreham 01256 423824 lee.goreham@BVaction.org.uk 
www.basingstokevoluntaryaction.co.uk/youth

Brownies Suzanne Cox 07920 822221 suzanne-cox@hotmail.com Now Weds only
Caterpillar Music Jasmine McCarthy 07952 935021 jasmine.mccarthy@caterpillarmusic.com
Clubbercise Chris Burch 07979 417743 Facebook Clubbercise Bramley with Chris Adults
Country Music Roy Seymour 07917 744780 No children please
Dance Club (Petite) Louise Onslow 883568
DanceXAffinity/ 
Modern Jive Chris Birch 07979 417743 info@dancexaffinity.co.uk

Dinky Disco Nikki Mills 07523072591 nikki.m.mills@hotmail.com
Exercise classes Caroline Sherlock 07845 217901 caroline@this2thisfitness.co.uk
Farmers market Jo Kemp Williams 07557412400 jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com
Floral Society Joyce Rawlinson 889040
Guides Louise Whitmarsh 01256 881125 louise_whitmarsh@hotmail.com
Hatha Yoga Jacqui Morris 07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com
Hipp Pilates Jo Kemp Williams 07557 412400 jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com
Jolly Babies Sam Gill 07765 408587 samgillmusic@hotmail.com
ARO Kickboxing Aidan Hudson 07910 054694 aidanhudsonpt@gmail.com

Little Apples Jo Whatley & Sian 
Davies 07598 588460 manager@littleapples.org

Lunch Club Chris Woodward 884065
Mum’s Walking Group Julie Wilson juliebelam12@gmail.com
Music with Mummy Sam Gill 07765 408587 samgillmusic@hotmail.com
Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk
Pilates Heather Lewis 07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com
Pilates Kelly James 07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com
Pilates (WG Pilates) Wendy Gill 07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk
Royal British Legion Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516
Short Mat Bowls John & Pauline Walker 881065
St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter 850394 doreen.quilter@btinternet.com Bookings
Thula Mama Rebecca Cooch 07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com
Trail Runners Richard Perkins richardperkins@yahoo.com
WI Pat Cole 881715 gpcoles37@gmail.com
WI Lite Sarah Spencer k_srah@hotmail.com
Yoga Lisa Caprai 07876 028329 lisa@lisacyoga.co.uk

Zumba with Gisella Gisella Soulsby 07704 918050 zumbagisella1@gmail.com 
Facebook: Gisella Soulsby – Zumba

£5/class + Loyalty 
card for free sessions

0-5s club Laura Lamb 07766 560918 lauraslamb@gmail.com
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For all your legal needs

Victoria House, 39 Winchester Street, Basingstoke

01256 844888 www.lambbrooks.com

�

�

�

Conveyancing

Wills & Probate

Family

�

�

�

Personal Injury

Employment

Dispute Resolution

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

LINGUATASTIC offers language lessons (adults/children, 
group/private).  Tel 811100.

TRADITIONAL PLASTERER All aspects of plastering - 
Small works welcome. Call 07958 670774 - 01256 364991 
(Dave)

Moving sale have various large and small house items for 
sale- please contact for a list. 01256 883684

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE SERVICES All types 
of installation and maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ attendance 
systems, carpentry and decorating. Cleaning services, secure 
disposal of office document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

To advertise in the classified section and reach 
2000 homes in and around Bramley for as little as 

£2 per line. Contact:  
Christine Delve - adverts@bramleymagazine.org.uk  

or visit www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk



35

Suppliers & Installers of:

• Wood Flooring
• Laminate Flooring
• Underfloor Heating
• Carpets & Vinyls
• Amtico
Home Sample Service Available
Free Estimates & Expert Advice

Unit 7b Cufaude Business Park, 
Cufaude Lane, Bramley, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG26 5DL

Showroom Open Saturday 10am-1pm
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