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If you have children of a certain age you will probably be familiar with Dr Xand 
and Dr Chris of Operation Ouch! fame. Twin doctors, they have a talent for 
teaching children (and their parents) about the body in a very entertaining way. 
I bought my daughter one of their books for Christmas and was regaled with 
all sorts of facts. Did you know your nose can detect over 10,000 scents or your 
digestive system could stretch to the height of a 3-storey building? Even if you 
have one of the many colds doing the rounds you may still be surprised to know 
that the average person produces enough snot to fill two bath tubs a year!  

Dr Xand, the slightly younger, shorter twin, recently presented a TV programme 
about air pollution in Kings Heath.  The heavy levels of traffic in the high street 
had contributed to air pollution levels that were almost above legal limits and, 
since air pollution is apparently responsible for 50,000 premature deaths in 
Britain each year, the residents of Kings Heath were understandably concerned.  
What was interesting was how much the community achieved by working 
together. OK they probably wouldn’t have done anything if Dr Xand hadn’t 
turned up with a camera crew in tow but, once prompted, they did manage to 
reduce air pollution levels by suspending parking, putting up hedges, improving 
the flow of traffic and persuading parents not to drive their children back and 
forth from school. 

And it’s not just Kings Heath – Bramley is doing its part too. The school 
encourages children to get out of the car by awarding badges to those who have 
walked to school for four weeks in a row.  Even if they live a distance from the 
school they are still rewarded for “parking and striding”.  As someone who gets 
stuck at the level crossing most days while walking to school, I am grateful for 
the new signs encouraging people to turn off their engines while waiting. I know 
it is a pain, especially when you want the car to warm up on these cold mornings, 
but as you will see from page 14 the air quality around the crossing is poor so it 
all helps.

The magazine is packed with articles focusing on Bramley and Little London this 
month.  We have an update from Clift Meadow Trust, an article from the Chair 
of Governors at Bramley School, useful information from our Local Councillor 
and news of a worthwhile fund raising event in Little London. There is also 
an interesting article about February.  This month gets a bad press (the quote 
below was the least negative I could find) but as well as including Valentine’s 
Day it is also the month the Queen ascended the throne and the only month of 
the year that can pass without a full moon.  That will be the case this year and 
it won’t happen again until 2037. Oh and there is also a birthday I am trying to 
forget……..

Best Wishes

Rachel

Rachel Barclay Smith - Editor

“There is always in February some one day,  
at least, when one smells the yet distant,  

but surely coming, summer.”

 Gertrude Jekyll

Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers with information they may find useful and of 
interest. We take all reasonable steps to keep this information current and accurate, but errors can occur. 
The editor reserves the right to make changes to any contributions. Bramley Magazine is not responsible 
for and does not endorse any advertising, products, or opinions expressed in this publication and shall not 
be liable to any party as a result of information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be reproduced.
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com



5

CHURCH SERVICES

Church diary for February…

4th 2nd Sunday before Lent
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

11th Sunday next before Lent
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

14th Ash Wednesday
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

18th 1st Sunday of Lent
8.00 Holy Communion – Little London
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Morning Worship – St James

25th 2nd Sunday of Lent
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

…and into March

4th 3rd Sunday of Lent
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

11th 4th Sunday of Lent
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

18th 5th Sunday of Lent
8.00 Holy Communion – Little London
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Morning Worship – St James

Catholic services
Basingstoke
Church of St Bede, Popley Way, RG24 9DX 
Sunday Mass: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm in St Bede’s 
Mass usually: Tues, Thurs and Sat 9.30 am in St Bede’s
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX: 
Mass usually: Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30 am in Holy Ghost Church
Phone 01256 465214 or email 
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information 
See www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Tadley
St Michael’s Church, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG 
Saturday Mass: 6.00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 9.15 am 
Parish priest: 0118 9814572

The 2017 Poppy 
Appeal 

The 2017 British Legion Poppy Appeal in our 

district raised £9,768.80 which is a fantastic 

total.  Our district actually covers Bramley, 

Sherborne St John, the Hospital, Monk 

Sherborne and Hartley Wespall.  There are 

still some miscellaneous items to be added 

(Gift Aid, payments for wreaths etc) so we will 

comfortably pass £10,000 when all is done.  

Thank you to all volunteers who helped to 

collect, and all who contributed to this very 

worthy cause. 
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the season of Lent, a six week period 
when Christians remember how Jesus 
deliberately spent 40 days alone in the 
desert, going without food.  He spent 
the time praying, no doubt reflecting 
on what He knew God had in mind 
for Him to do, resisting a number 
of temptations that the Evil One put 
before Him, temptations to indulge 
Himself, or to show off His power, or 
to test God, seeing if God would come 
to the rescue if Jesus deliberately put 
Himself at risk.  So nowadays, people 
who are seeking to follow in Jesus’ 
footsteps give up things like chocolate 
or alcohol, denying themselves 
some pleasures in order to remind 
themselves of the suffering of Jesus, or 
to make space for their own spiritual 
reflections. 

So when Valentine’s Day – with 
its chocolates, flowers, cards and 
invitation to indulge yourself – 
coincides with Ash Wednesday, with 
its call to self-denial, repentance and 
mourning over our sinfulness, that 
seems like a bit of a Mexican stand-off. 

Or does it?  Actually, Jesus’ suffering 
– not just the going without food 
for a long time, but the suffering He 
experienced when He was rejected, 
mocked, beaten up and finally nailed to 
a cross – all that came about because 
of love.  Jesus Himself said, “Greater 
love has no-one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.”  And that’s 
exactly what He did on Good Friday, 
which comes at the end of Lent.  So 
maybe Valentine’s Day and Ash 
Wednesday aren’t so far apart after all.  
They both have a lot to do with love.

be put to death, which he signed “Your 
Valentine”.  Hmmm.  Well, perhaps.    
Unsurprisingly, that legend has been 
passed on by American Greetings, and 
no doubt by Hallmark itself.

Over the centuries, somehow or other 
the link between romantic love and 
Valentine’s Day became stronger.  
Geoffrey Chaucer in the 14th century 
wrote lines to the effect (I won’t try 
your patience with the Chaucerian 
English here) that 

“…For this was on St Valentine’s Day, 

When every bird cometh there to 
choose his mate.”

And in the 16th century Edmund 
Spenser wrote the immortal lines in his 
epic, The Faerie Queen:

“She bath’d with roses red and violets 
blew,

And all the sweetest flowers that in the 
forest grew.”

All right, so what’s the significance 
of Valentine’s Day falling on Ash 
Wednesday, then?  

(To be honest, I had to go and look 
up why it’s called Ash Wednesday.  It 
has nothing to do with cricket, though 
given the England team’s recent 
disastrous performance in Australia, it 
would not be out of place for us all to 
put ashes on our heads.)

Traditionally, the Jewish people would 
dress in rough, itchy sackcloth and 
put ashes on their heads as a sign of 
mourning over their own sinfulness 
and as a sign of repentance.  The 
prophet Jeremiah in the Old Testament 
says: “Put on sackcloth, my people, and 
roll in ashes: mourn with bitter wailing 
as for an only son…” 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of 

ON REFLECTION

What happens 
on February 
14th?  Of course 

– it’s Valentine’s Day. But 
actually, this year, it falls on 
a Wednesday – but not just 
any old Wednesday: Ash 
Wednesday.  So what? you 
may be thinking to yourself.  
Well, it’s quite an interesting 
coincidence of dates.  Bear 
with me as I explain why.
I don’t know how you feel about 
Valentine’s Day.  Traditionally, of 
course, it’s the day when blokes 
suddenly realise early in the morning 
that they’ve forgotten all about what 
day it is and have to creep out of the 
house before anyone is awake, whip 
off down to the BP garage on the A33 
and buy a bunch of flowers and a 
soppy card in order to keep the peace 
at home.  Wikipedia drily comments: 
“Valentine’s Day is considered by some 
to be a Hallmark holiday due to its 
commercialization.”  

There were apparently two St 
Valentines after whom the day was 
named: St Valentine of Rome and 
St Valentine of Terni.  The Roman 
Valentine was apparently martyred 
in the year 269.  He was a leader 
of the persecuted Christian church 
in Rome: he was arrested and 
brought for trial before the Emperor 
Claudius II, who was so impressed by 
Valentine’s courage and the strength 
of his convictions that he tried in vain 
to get him to recant his Christian 
beliefs so as to avoid the death 
sentence.   He refused, and instead 
tried unsuccessfully to persuade 
the Emperor to become a Christian, 
with fatal results.  Valentine of Terni 
suffered a similar fate under the 
Emperor Aurelian, just four years later.  

OK, you may say, but how is it that 
these two martyred Valentines are 
now associated with hearts, flowers, 
Hallmark cards and cute poems about 
roses being red and violets blue?  
Well, apparently Valentine of Rome, 
while he was in jail, prayed for the 
healing of his jailer’s blind daughter, 
Julia, and miraculously she received 
her sight.  She and the whole of her 
father’s household immediately put 
their faith in Jesus Christ and 46 of 
them were baptised.  A legend suggests 
that Valentine wrote a card to Julia 
the night before he was taken out to 

Rev’d John Lenton

Photographers 
wanted!
Are you a keen local 
photographer? We are always 
looking for pictures to put on 
the front cover of the magazine 
so if you happen to be out and 
about in Bramley or Little 
London and spot something 
you think would look good on 
the cover please send it to me at 
editor@bramleymagazine.org.
uk.  It needs to be portrait size 
and high resolution - and bear 
in mind we need space for the 
heading and the contents.

Thank you
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BM: What about Bramley - is 
there anything you are involved 
in here? 
Keith: I’m taking on the role of 
Advertising Manager, with some 
support, for a year. Linda and I also 
help run Open the Book which allows 
us to go into Bramley school and act 
out Bible stories. Children love these 
assemblies as they’re interactive and 
they get to dress up. Linda does the 
props and I help organise the team 
of able volunteers. Linda also plants 
and tends the station garden and 
is likewise grateful for the help and 
encouragement which station users 
regularly give her. Both the garden and 
the assemblies happened as a result 
of the Bramley inter-denominational 
prayer meeting.

MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

I would like to give a warm 
welcome to Keith Dilliway 
who has kindly agreed to 

become the new advertising 
manager for the magazine. We 
learn a bit more about Keith and 
his wife Linda in this month’s 
Meet the Neighbours 

Bramley Magazine: What 
brought you to Bramley?
Keith: I’d been the head teacher of 
a small school in London which was 
closing and Bramley had family ties - I 
even attended the local school in the 
1960s. My mother lived in Sherfield 
and had recently lost my father so we 
wanted to be nearer to her. 

BM: What keeps you busy? 
Keith: As a semi-retired teacher, 
I’m lucky enough to be able to choose 
when I work, which is a lot of fun. In 
April 2015, I cycled from Land’s End 
to John O’Groats with my sons, but I 
couldn’t have done it if it hadn’t been 
possible to take time off work to train. 
I’ve currently started planning to cycle 
along the Rhine. Cycling is an extra 
joy as I’m a ‘walking miracle’- not 
my words but the expression of the 
policeman who attended my accident 
scene back in 2003 when I was 
knocked off my bike by a car travelling 
at 40 m.p.h.

BM: And your church helped you 
through this difficult time?
Keith: I was an atheist when I was 
growing up but became a Christian 
just before my 20th birthday. At the 
time of the accident, our church was 
incredibly helpful and supportive in 
many different ways, including giving 
us anonymous financial gifts. Linda 
and I both believe in a personal God, 
who loves everyone equally and daily 
bears our burdens.  

She Said Yes!

Keith and Linda at Lake Grasmere

BM: And you have just become a 
grandfather for the third time? 
Keith: Yes, our daughter gave 
birth to her third child in January 
and Linda and I often look after 
our grandchildren. Family is such 
a blessing! We love doing things 
together, maybe tackling something 
different or visiting a new place. Whilst 
celebrating big birthdays, we even had 
the privilege of witnessing our older 
son propose to his girlfriend in Victoria 
Falls last July. So our family calendar 
this year is entitled, “She said yes!” 

BM: You said you attended 
Bramley School. Any particular 
memories? 
Keith: In those days corporal 
punishment was permitted and our 
teacher used to whack two rulers on the 
hand of offenders. There was at least 
one boy who used to amuse the class by 
swiftly removing his hand just before 
the point of impact. 

BM: Did your father found the 
Basingstoke ramblers?
Keith: Yes, he was one of the founder 
members and loved poring over maps. 
He worked out that a small but useful 
footpath on the way to Sherfield had 
been lost. Protracted correspondence 
during his life and  also after his death 
resulted in the path being re-instated. 
Hampshire County Council kindly 
named it after him.
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Wow, what a creative month we have been having here at 
BYC! We have had a messy time decorating cakes and eating 
the left-over icing and we had a fun creative evening making 
some epic canvases, which the young people got to take home.

We also have all our normal activities running every week :- 
Xbox/Wii station, board games, ping pong table and football 
table to name a few.  There is also the outside area, which 
everyone loves to use, and with the lighter evenings coming 
we will be able to start using the field. We would also like to 
thank a local family who have been kind enough to donate a 
6ft pool table, which the kids are enjoying.

Youth Club Activities
4 May – 3d Painting

11 May – Popsicle Cakes

18 May – Football Project

25 May – Karaoke Time

1 June – LaSER Tag

8 June – Cake Decorating

15 June – Army Assault Course

22 June – Outdoor Games

29 June – Sumo Suits

If this sounds like something, you would be interested in 
then pop down to BYC on a Thursday and meet the gang. 
Your first session is completely FREE and you will get to 
enjoy all the activities. For more information regarding BYC, 
the activities and any news, head over to our Facebook page: 
@BramleyYouthProject for more details. We are also always 
looking for volunteers, so if you are aged 16 and above and 
want to get involved please do not hesitate to head over to 
our BVA website where you can find out how to become 
a volunteer for this awesome Youth Club. BVA are also 
looking for two part time youth support youth workers.  See  
http://www.bvaction.org.uk/voluntary-sector-news/youth-
workers-vacancies-

The Mayor congratulates Malcolm Bell who led the  
Bramley neighbourhood planning group

Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

01256 882200
Sherdon House, Reading Road, Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ

www.simmonsandsons.com

LIFESTYLE
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Bramley Scouts
Last term we focused on the Global 
Issues Activity Badge.  We looked 
at the weather disasters which 
took place in the Caribbean back in 
September and the help the affected 
areas needed.  The Scouts debated 
clothes manufacturing overseas 
and compared the rights we have 
in this country against the rights of 
those living in a sub-Sahara African 
country.  To finish the badge we 
created our own Commonwealth 
Games competition.  Each Patrol 
represented a different country: New 
Zealand, Fiji, South Africa, Cyprus 
and Cameroon and competed against 
each other in table tennis, hopping, 
sprints, leg wrestling, chop stick 
racing, limbo and wheel barrow racing. 

One of my favourite sessions was our Ready, Steady, Cook 
evening.  The Scouts were given ingredients and limited 
instructions to prepare, cook and serve hamburgers with 
salad.  All the Scouts worked hard to create the perfect 
burger and then enjoyed the finished product.

Our recent trip to Reading Climbing Centre gave us (and the 
parents who stayed to watch) more thrills than we expected.  
Steve Backshall was also there climbing.  As he has just 
become one of the new Scout Ambassadors, he very kindly 
agreed to meet our Scouts.  He was brilliant chatting to the 
Scouts and posing for photos.  Thanks Steve for making our 
evening that bit more special!

Our four new Scouts have settled into the section really well. 
Here are a few words from them:

Stanley “I enjoyed the Commonwealth Games evening. We 
had to use team work and good sportsmanship.”

Olivia “I also enjoyed the variety of games we played at the 
Commonwealth Games.  Mari is funny and she helps me 
a lot.  The leaders are very kind and helpful, they explain 
everything we do.”

Daniel “ I enjoyed the rock climbing, everyone worked 
together.”

Adam “I enjoyed the debate we had.  I also enjoyed the 
freedom we had at Winter camp where we could choose the 
activities we did.”

Nicola Buchanan

OUR COMMUNITY
Bramley Toddler Group
Bramley Toddler Group 0-5s had a 
fantastic end to the year with a wonderful 
Christmas party.  We made Christmas 
cards, paper chains, decorated 3D mini 
trees and Christmas biscuits with sparkles 
and snowflakes.  We played lots of games 
such as musical chairs and pass the parcel.  
The hall was decorated and carols were 
playing.  We even had a visit from magical 
Father Christmas!  

The committee would like to say a huge 
thank you to Mekanix and the Bramley 
Show Committee for their incredibly 
generous donations which are being 
spent on replacing broken toys, providing 
new mats for the slide area and helping 
towards our hall fees.  We are also very 

grateful to OneStop Bramley for all the goodies they kindly 
donated for our Christmas party.  Without this help, the 
group would struggle to run so we are eternally grateful for 
the local support.

Lastly, we want to welcome Jo (Joan Weineck) who has very 
kindly offered to help with tea and coffee as well as being an 
extra pair of hands.  It’s wonderful to have you as part of the 
team Jo!

0-5s runs on Tuesdays (term-time only) at Clift Meadow 
Pavilion.  £2 per family, everyone welcome.  Do pop in to see 
what we get up to.

Laura Lamb

Some of the Scouts talking to Steve Backshall
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Reflections of a Chair of Governors
I have been a governor at Bramley Church of England Primary 
School for four years, and was elected Chair of Governors in 
March 2017. It’s a role I thoroughly enjoy - it’s challenging, 
interesting and fun, and I find it a great way to make use of 
the knowledge and experience I have gained over my career, 
especially my work with Surrey County Council Early Years and 
Childcare Service and 11 years working for Ofsted.
Perhaps you are wondering what school governors do? As a 
Governing Body we have three key duties:
• Setting strategic direction: we help to decide the school’s 

strategy for improvement by setting, and keeping under 
review, the broad framework within which the Headteacher 
and staff run the school.

• Creating robust accountability: we provide the Headteacher 
and staff with support, advice and challenge, drawing on 
governors’ knowledge and experience.  We must ensure that 
the school achieves high standards and hold the leadership 
of the school to account for performance.

• Ensuring financial probity: we are responsible for 
monitoring and evaluating the school’s effectiveness and the 
use of public money.

We do this through regular meetings and by making focused 
visits to the school linked to the current school improvement 
plan. At the centre of all we do as governors is our concern for 
the well-being and education of the children.
This may sound daunting but Hampshire offers a range of 
training courses for school governors, which help us to develop 
the expertise we need. As a governing body we also support one 
another in developing our knowledge and skills. 
It is exciting to be a governor at Bramley at this time, as the 

school has made enormous progress over the past couple 
of years and is continuing to improve and consolidate its 
strengths. An overall ‘good’ inspection judgement by Ofsted in 
2016 was a great encouragement to all who had worked hard 
to achieve it, and since then the school has been going from 
strength to strength. 
In a survey of parents’ views in November 2017:
• 97% of parents agreed with the statement ‘My child is taught 

well’ an increase of 18% since the previous survey in March 
2016:

• 97% of parents agreed that ‘The school is led and managed 
well’, an increase of 34% since 2016:

• 93% of parents said they would recommend the school to 
another parent – up 16% since the 2016 survey.  

As well as the academic aspects of the school curriculum, at 
Bramley we seek to offer every child a wide range of enriching 
opportunities and to help them develop resilience ready for 
whatever challenges they may face in the future. Through teaching 
the school’s core Christian values of love, courage and respect in 
a meaningful way we aim both to foster a caring attitude in the 
school community and to instil enthusiasm for learning which we 
hope will continue throughout the children’s lives. 
I consider it a great privilege to be a governor at Bramley and 
in this short article I have only touched on what it means to be 
involved in this thriving school community. If you would like to 
know more about the school (perhaps you have young children 
and are considering choosing Bramley C of E Primary School 
for them), please check out our website www.bramley.hants.
sch.uk or do not hesitate to contact the school office for more 
information. 
Angela Adams, Chair of Governors, Bramley Church of 
England Primary School

OUR COMMUNITY
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LIFESTYLE

February: The Worst Month?
I think February has been a little harshly treated.  Some 
journalists in America, on what must have been a quiet 
news day, ranked all of the months and February came 
twelfth.  Admittedly it is a cold, dark and often wet month.  
The trees are still bare at the end of the winter.  The UK 
Met Office defines it as the last of the three winter months 
with good reason, as the weather can be brutally cold.  
However, if you look more closely, the days in February 
are noticeably lighter.  And we are through February and 
into Spring in just 28 days in all except leap years.

So, what do we have to look forward to in February?  Well, 
February 2nd is, as you may already know, Groundhog 
Day.  This was a very obscure local affair among the 
Dutch settlers in Pennsylvania, first mentioned in records 
in 1840.  The tradition is that if a groundhog (a type 
of marmot) emerges from its burrow on 2nd February 
(Candlemas, of which more later) and sees its own 
shadow because the sun is out, it will return underground 
and not emerge for six weeks because winter will persist 
for that time.  If it is cloudy then spring is on the way.  
Unfortunately, we do not have groundhogs in the UK, so 
this useful forecasting tool is denied to us.  But maybe we 
should keep an eye on the weather on February 2nd just 
in case?

Groundhog Day became more famous with the release 
of the eponymous film in 1993, in which the hero (Bill 
Murray) gets stuck in a time loop and experiences the 
same February 2nd day over and over again in the town of 

Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania.  He is covering, somewhat 
unwillingly and with contempt, the emergence of the 
groundhog as an assignment for his TV station. It is worth 
watching as it has a moral message.  We now mainly think 
of Groundhog Day as a recurrence of something that may 
not be welcome.   

February 2nd is also Candlemas.  This commemorates 
the Presentation of the Infant Jesus in the Temple 
(see Luke 2:22-40).  Although we traditionally remove 
our Christmas decorations on Twelfth Night, in many 
Christian countries this is done at Candlemas.  Some 
people here in the UK maintain that it is OK to keep green 
decorations such as holly up until Candlemas even though 
the other ones have been put away.  

Most people will associate February with Valentine’s 
Day, on the 14th.  This has its roots in the feast of St 
Valentine, who was imprisoned in Rome for performing 
weddings for soldiers who were forbidden to marry.  
His last letter, to the daughter of his jailer, was signed 
‘your Valentine’.  In the UK, roughly half the population 
are reckoned to send cards and buy flowers and other 
gifts, spending approximately £1.25 billion each year.  
Valentine’s Day falls conveniently for the card industry in 
the fallow period between Christmas and Mother’s Day, or 
Mothering Sunday to give it the correct name.  Of which 
more next month…

Michael Luck
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Please contact Jacqui Morris

07539 432 228

jacqui@abfabyoga.com

www.abfabyoga.com The Traditional Yoga Association

Hatha Yoga Classes 2018

Sherborne St John 
Village Hall

Tuesdays 
Time: 10.00-11.30am 
9th Jan – 27th March 
11 weeks £82.50

Sherfi eld Park 
Community Centre

Wednesdays 
Time: 9.30-10.45am 
10th Jan – 28th March
11 weeks £77.00

Bramley 
Brocus Hall 

Fridays 
Time: 9.30-10.45am 
12th Jan – 23rd March
10 weeks £70.00

Breath
Balance 

Flexibility 
Relaxation 

 
Private Tuition also available in home studio

Basingstoke

a r t 
c l a s s

    BASINGSTOKE ART CLASS STARTS SOON

•perfect For beginners to 
improvers

•all paint materials supplied

•step by step tuition with 
a professional artist

•10 week course

•mornings or afternoons

SPACES LIMITED, CALL NOW ON 07419 741670 

•discover your inner artist

•make new friends

Find us on FACEBOOK AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BASINGSTOKEARTCLASS

• ask us about our wine & paint evenings

Bramley WI  
In November Vivienne from Purple Stitches showed us how 
to make Christmas decorations out of fabric. It was quite 
easy to do and good fun and the ends results were brilliant.

At the Christmas meeting, we were visited by an ex Purser 
from the QE2 who gave us a very interesting and humorous 
talk and slide show of the history of Cunard.  He also showed 
pictures of some of the stars who travelled on the great 
liners. As it was our Christmas party we decorated the hall, 
put out some old menus and newsletters for all to see and 
dressed up in cocktail dresses imagining we were at the 
Captain’s cocktail party. We drank prosecco and wine and 
enjoyed a buffet.  We had a large raffle and some of our 
visitors went home with some lovely prizes. A very enjoyable 
evening was had by all.

A number of us went to Winchester Cathedral for a carol 
service the day after our party. We had a walk around the 
Christmas Market first and then had supper before going 
into the Cathedral.  Although it was a very cold day and 
evening we had a great time.

Our meeting in January was a quiet affair - we finished off 
the drink left over from Christmas and had a board games 
evening.

Our programme for 2018 includes the following activities:

February: Candle Making
March: Hands on with craft work
April: Speaker
May: AGM and possibly a quiz -TBA
June: Body Shop 

July: Birthday party – a talk on the Vyne and restored roof
August: Fish and Chip supper
September: Speaker with a Jane Austen Quilt
October: Representative from a charity for the Blind
November: Hands on with making Christmas Decorations
December: Christmas Party with a gentleman acting the 
Christmas Carol 
During the year we have various outings which include visits 
to the theatre and gardens, walks and anything else  
we fancy.

If you are interested in joining our WI please contact Jane 
Matthews on 881647 or e-mail jane.matthews80@yahoo.
com You would be most welcome come to and visit us one of 
the evenings and see if you would like to join.

We meet the second Thursday of the month at the Village 
Hall in the Bramley room at 7.30 for a 7.45 start.

Jane Matthews

Members of the WI enjoying supper before the carols at Winchester Cathedral

LIFESTYLE
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New signs at the Railway crossing 
supplied by Hampshire County Council.
The Parish Council has installed a reader that measures the 
air quality in the environ of the crossing. Initial results would 
indicate that air quality is poor – this is an area that is much 
used by residents and by schoolchildren.

Much of the gunge comes from trains and this might be 
alleviated once the line goes electric. In the meantime I 
am sure that we can all help by not contributing to further 
pollution by switching off engines whilst waiting, sometimes 
for an inordinate length of time.  Love where you live. 

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan
Hampshire County Council

OUR COMMUNITY

New electric vehicles for Hampshire 
County Council as it aims to slash fuel 
costs and save over £200,000 a year  
Hampshire County Council has rolled out its first electric 
vehicles for staff use to help cut fuel and energy costs.

 A new electric delivery van and pool car based at Bar End, 
Winchester will cost 97% less to ‘fuel’ than equivalent diesel 
vehicles. The County Council is also reviewing which other 
vehicles in its 156 small vehicle fleet could be replaced with 
electric equivalents – which could save £210,000 every year. 

The County Council has already saved nearly £30 million in 
energy costs over the past seven years after cutting its carbon 
emissions by 38.1% since 2010. The local authority has now 
set a more ambitious target to cut carbon from 50% to 40% 
by 2025.  

Councillor Mel Kendal, the County Council’s Executive 
Member for Economic Development, said: “As a publicly 
funded authority, it’s vital that our proposals make economic 
and environmental sense. The decreasing cost of electric 
vehicles makes this an ideal time to start replacing our small 
diesel vehicles – which could dramatically reduce our fuel 
costs and potentially save over £200,000 a year. Electric 
vehicles could also save an estimated 400 tonnes of carbon 
emissions, helping the environment and delivering cleaner 
air for Hampshire residents.”
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SAVE THE DATE - ST GEORGE’S DAY FETE, 21 APRIL 2018  
We are delighted to announce that there will be a St George’s 
Day Fete on Clift Meadow on Saturday 21 April 2018. Last 
year we estimated over two thousand people came and 
enjoyed themselves and we hope for even more this year. The 
format will be very similar with an Arena for the dog show, 
music, fancy dress parade and more.  We shall have stalls, 
activities, vintage cars, food, drink and entertainment. Each 
year we hope to get slightly bigger and ideally better but the 
Committee, which is staffed from St James’s Church and Clift 
Meadow, are very conscious how quickly costs can escalate 
for families. Ultimately, this is a village fete not the opening 
ceremony to the Olympic Games with the emphasis on 
conviviality and community. There is a certain satisfaction in 
not trying to be too clever but keeping to a more traditional, 
relaxed feel where everyone has time to wander and peruse 
at will. Please get in touch if you have an idea for a stall, or if 
you feel you have an hour or two to spare on the day - we are 
always grateful for another pair of hands. 

Since Brocas Hall was built only a few years ago we have seen 
a steady increase in activity across both Brocas Hall and the 
Pavilion. This is extremely pleasing and all the Trustees will 
endeavour to work hard to ensure that these activities are 
supported. We are determined to keep our costs as low as 
possible while being able to maintain a decent standard of 
cleanliness and upkeep. To this end we have been investing 
in vacuum cleaners and floor cleaners and there is more 
to come in 2018. Further improvements will include new 
lighting in the Pavilion and a Wi-Fi capability.  Remarkably 
this has taken over a year to have installed but by the time we 
go to press I am confident we shall be up and running. 

Unfortunately trespassing and vandalism remain a constant 
thorn in our side and many of you will have noticed that our 
car park lights were vandalised and will have seen the new 
barrier we have had to install at the entrance to the car park. 
It is a vast solid construction with a lockable gate.  We have 
to protect the buildings so we shall increasingly be locking 
the gates to prevent trespassers and the Parish Council have 
rightly begun the process of installing CCTV on the premises 
as part of a broader protection programme for the whole 
village. We are in the process of fixing the car park lights 
but will need to add some structure to the lights to prevent a 
repeat of the vandalism. 

Across the UK good governance is currently the watchword 
for all businesses and as a charity we are just the same.  We 
strive to maintain a balance between delivering security 
to our users while also maintaining competitive pricing. 
Sometimes that means we can’t always be as timely with 
repairs as we would like so I ask for your continued patience 
for our endeavours.

Please keep an eye out for upcoming events. We have a Quiz 
night on 17 February, a Pamper Evening on 10 March and 
the ever popular Easter Egg Hunt on 30 March.  We shall 
advertise these on our website and facebook page as well as 
in The Bramley magazine so hopefully we shall see you there 
at at least one of the events.  That only leaves me to say a 
belated Happy New Year to you all from all the Trustees at 
Clift Meadow. 

Simon Gill

Chairman, Clift Meadow Trust

OUR COMMUNITY
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Clift Surgery
Nobody using the surgery since the beginning of 
December can have failed to notice the disruption, 
especially to the car park, which is disabled parking 
only for the present.

Although the trustees of Clift Meadow have kindly 
arranged for the new gate to be kept open until the 
last patient has left the surgery, the walk from Clift 
Meadow car park to the surgery can be troublesome 
for older and frailer patients or those with small 
children.

The problem is caused by the fact that Persimmon 
Homes cannot start work on the new entrance to the 
car park until they have obtained a Water Course 
Certificate, which they only applied for in December 
and, which in the normal course of events, will take 
two months. The PPG have written to Hampshire 
Council to see whether matters can be expedited, 
but that, I’m afraid, is where we are at the moment. 
On the plus side, lighting has been installed and 
the walkway evened out, so that the walk is not as 
difficult as it was when work started.

I hope that the March letter will contain better news!

Vicky Clarke

Patient Participation Group (PPG)

Chineham Board Gamers
Chineham Board Gamers would like to invite you to 
our open day on the 24th of March.

If you yearn for a challenge beyond Monopoly or 
Scrabble or wish to try something new then pay us a 
visit.

The open day will run from 12:00 to 23:00 and is a 
FREE event for new people.

We are running a 2-hour session for small 
children 12:00 to 14:00 and will run appropriate 
games.

Most of our board games will be aimed at 10-year olds 
and upwards after 14:00.

We will also be joined by local Barista “Cuppa Joe” 
from 13:00 to 17:00.

We also ask that if children are attending they are 
accompanied by an adult.

Please find us at Chineham Christ Church, Reading 
Road, Chineham Basingstoke, RG24 8LT.
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Happy Faces Playgroup
Happy Faces Playgroup was founded 35 years ago by 
local mum, Peggy Hutchins, who was looking for nursery 
provision for her two sons.  Times may have changed but 
the playgroup’s philosophy remains the same; that our 
children develop and explore new skills by providing a 
caring and enriching environment.  Children eligible for 
EYE Grant can claim up to 30 hours a week free childcare. 
Spaces are available!

2018 is set to become our most challenging and exciting yet, 
with a change in management and parent led committee.  
We understand that childcare provision must adapt to 
meet the requirements of different parents’ needs.  We 
are looking to start a breakfast club for those who need to 
juggle the playgroup and school run or who simply need 
to get to work, as well as scheduling our term timetable to 
match those of local schools.  We are strengthening our ties 
with local businesses such as Cherry Blossom Manor Care 
Home and working with local councillor Venetia Rowland 
to focus on community led projects and partnerships.  We 
have embraced social media, improving our Facebook page 
and website where the reviews from parents speak volumes 
about our commitment to looking after their children.

On Monday 26 February, we are holding an open afternoon 
from 1.30 to 3.30pm for all prospective parents to come 
along and find out what we do.

Another date for the diary is our popular Easter Egg hunt 
which returns on Good Friday 30 March with additional 
craft, face painting and raffle prizes.  We are also treading 

new ground with Pamper 
evenings, sponsored 
runs and pub gigs.  

Find out more about our 
childcare provision on 
Facebook, or visit www.
happy-faces-playgroup.
co.uk.  Alternatively 
come and see us in the 
Liddell Hall behind the 
main hall in Sherfield-
on-Loddon.  We’d love to see you and your little ones.

Nic McDonnell

LIFESTYLE



18

Butter Daisy Nursery
During the month of December, we 
have been busy at Butter Daisy Nursery 
getting ready for Christmas. 

The Baby Suite got into the festive 
spirit by learning some new Christmas 
songs. They have especially enjoyed 
singing “Jingle Bells” and “When Santa 
Got Stuck up the Chimney”! They have 
been getting messy, exploring clay and 
making beautiful star decorations for 
their trees at home. 

The Toddler Suite created some 
beautiful decorations to display in their 
suite. They made Christmas stockings 
as well as snowflakes. The Toddlers 
have been exploring ‘snow’, made 
with bicarbonate of soda and water. 
They discussed how cold it is and have 
enjoyed creating some ‘snowballs’! 

The Pre-School Suite have spent time 
discussing why we celebrate Christmas 
and exploring their own family 
traditions. They used their gross motor 
skills to take part in a “Christmas 
obstacle course”, where they needed to 
run to various stations to find different 
Christmas clothing to wear. 

LIFESTYLE
On the last 
week before the 
Christmas break, 
the children all got 
involved in our 
“Christmas Week 
Activities”. This 
included a visit from 
Heather, who is part of “Boogie Beats”. 
She performed some of the children’s 
favourite Christmas songs and taught 
them lots of different actions. One of 
the songs involved all of the children 
creating a “snowman” and flying 
through the air! We also had a day 
especially for a Christmas lunch made 
by our chef; a day for a Christmas party 
and a day where the entire nursery 
sang Christmas songs together.  We all 
had so much fun! 

If you are interested in coming to visit 
the Butter team please call on 01256 
882515.  There is lots of information 
about all nurseries within the company, 
our mission statement, opening 
times and fees on our website www.
mydaisynursery.com
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An update on village 
matters from our 
Borough Councillor, 

Venetia Rowland  

Bramley School – Think Before 
You Park Scheme
Over the last couple of months I have 
been trying to get off the ground a 
Think Before You Park Scheme that is 
currently being piloted in three schools.  
Bramley is the only rural school on 
this pilot.  You may or may not have 
seen the Kiddie signs, which I secured 
funding for, at the school.  Hopefully 
this is making people more aware of 
where and where not to park when 
dropping off.  We are looking for a 
few parent volunteers to assist in just 
monitoring the parking – if you would 
like to get involved please contact the 
Assistant Headmaster, Steve Moore, or 
myself as we hope to launch the scheme 
fully in February.

Antisocial Behaviour in Bramley
I have seen from my inbox and 
Facebook pages residents in Bramley 
(and Sherfield on Loddon) are 
becoming frustrated with the behaviour 
of some of the youths that we have in 
our community, and importantly from 
outside the community.

Bramley Parish Council,  Councillor 
Nick Robinson and I are continuing our 
lobbying of police and BDBC Officers 
to try and apprehend the culprits but 
also to ensure that measures can be 
implemented to resolve some of the 
hotspot areas.

In the meantime I would encourage 
you to report any antisocial behaviour 
to the police on 101. The police have 
advised that you may take photos of 
any youths involved and provide these 
to the authorities, but please do not 
post on any social media sites.

It’s NO to 55!
A recent planning application for 
55 dwellings by Bewley Homes was 
turned down at the Development and 
Control Meeting on 10 January.  With 
representation from Bramley Parish 
Council and with me speaking in the 
public session we argued the point with 
regard to the Thames Water report 
and traffic and noted that Basingstoke 
and Deane have confirmed that the 315 
houses approved for Bramley meet the 
requirement of the Local Plan to deliver 
“at least 200 new homes”. Clearly 
Bramley has fulfilled its objectives 
under the Local Plan.  Why 5 more 

houses?  Well sense prevailed!  I would 
like to make it clear that the original 
outline planning permission is still 
valid for UP TO 50 dwellings so let’s 
see what comes next.

Unlawful Encampments 
This is plaguing residents in various 
parts of Bramley.  It is important to 
recognise that any action that is taken 
has to comply with the legislation that 
is in place.  We may not like it, and 
our MPs are lobbying to have the laws 
looked at, but there is only so much 
that the police can do at the moment.  
It must first be established who the 
landowner is and whether the land is 
a highway or not.  Some sites are in 
private ownership and not on HCC or 
MoD land.

The police cannot use police powers if 
the encampment is on a highway. To 
use police powers, one of three criteria 
must apply:

• Six or more vehicles at the site

• Proven criminal damage

• Threats or abuse towards the 
landowner or the landowner’s agent. 

• Landowners have to ask travellers to 
vacate the site.  

When a ‘notice to quit’ has been served 
but is ignored the issue is passed 
to legal services and a court date 
is obtained.  This can take up to 10 

working days and sometimes longer. 
Once a court order is obtained the 
encampment can be moved on, after a 
summons to court has been served.

Experience shows that encampments 
tend to move on just before or on the 
day of a court hearing. 

Travellers cannot be stopped from 
re-visiting a site completely.   A section 
77 notice prevents return for three 
months, but as shown recently, this is 
often ignored.  If it is ignored, it then 
becomes a criminal offence.  This must 
go through the courts for prosecution. 
Even with a court prosecution, the 
maximum period preventing return 
is 6 months.  If a section 77 notice 
is breached there is no police power 
attached to it allowing them to act, 
hence landowners need to go through 
court to prosecute. 

The Parish Council and your Borough 
Councillors, Nick Robinson and myself, 
are trying everything we can to get 
faster action. It’s not what everyone 
wants to hear we know but we have to 
be compliant with the laws in place.

If you want to see what I am up 
to then please visit my Facebook 
page for regular updates and news 
- https://www.facebook.com/
BramleyandSherfield/ or contact 
me via email cllr.venetia.rowland@
basingstoke.gov.uk

Neighbourhood Planning.
The Bramley Neighbourhood Plan played its part in the rejection of the 
application for 55 houses on Strawberry Fields. Besides the Parish Council’s 
representation objecting to the application, BDBC Councillors acknowledged 
it was not in accord with policy H1 of the Neighbourhood Plan, nor with the 
wishes of the community to have a maximum of 50 houses per site. Being 
a legally binding document, the Neighbourhood Plan is playing its part in 
protecting Bramley. 

 Read more here: http://bit.ly/BPCJAN181 

Malcolm Bell, Bramley Parish Councillor.
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All Seasons
Window
Cleaning

Reliably serving the 
community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •

• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •

• Conservatory roof cleaning •

• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 
01256 353727

Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com

CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S

Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook
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Pamber Parish Council Notes for Little London
The last monthly meeting of Pamber 
Parish Council was held on Monday 
8th January at The Memorial Hall, 
Pamber Heath.

Neighbourhood Plan
A huge thank you to those who 
attended the Neighbourhood Planning 
meeting on Thursday January 11th. It 
was a very successful meeting and the 
next one is scheduled for Thursday 
February 22nd at St. Stephen’s Hall, 
Little London. A representative from 
the Borough Council will be attending 
the meeting to discuss the process and 
next steps with the Steering Group.

Defibrillator in Little London
The Council has decided to purchase 
a defibrillator for the South Ward, 
which will be placed in Little London. 
Additionally, two additional notice 
boards will be installed around Little 
London, one of these replacing the 
board adjacent to the bus stop, which 
currently offers no protection against 
the elements and can be tampered with 
due to the lack of a locked screen.

Fundraising to commemorate the 
Centenary of the end of the First 
World War
This year is the Centenary of the end of 
the first World War and indisputably 
a vital time for all to think about 
the tremendous sacrifices made by 
so many people in this Country to 
protect citizens all over the world. 
As well as lighting the beacon and 
holding an event later on in the year, 
Pamber Parish Council has made the 
decision to purchase two items to 
commemorate the end of the War as 
a permanent dedication to those who 
selflessly dedicated their lives fighting 
for freedom, as a reminder for future 
generations about the sacrifices made 
in the past. The first item will be a 
WW1 bench which will be placed in 
Pamber Park, specifically designed 
to mark this centenary. A second 
memorial shall also be allocated to 
Little London. The Council have 
committed to buy the bench and will 
be putting in a substantial sum to cover 
this but we are asking anyone within 

the community who 
is interested in such 
a worthy cause to 
donate anything, no 
matter how big or 
how small, to enable 
us to purchase a 
second commemorative item for the 
South Ward. We are all husbands, 
wives, sons, daughters or grandchildren 
of those directly involved in a time 
that shaped our future world, so please 
help us in preserving the memory and 
teaching future generations about 
those brave men and women who gave 
so much. Thank you all. You can click 
on the link below to donate or simply 
view a picture of the bench which will 
be placed in Pamber Park.

https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/leonie-browne

The next meeting of Pamber Parish 
Council will be held at St Stephen’s 
Hall, Pamber Heath on Monday 
February 5th 2018.

L. S. Browne (Clerk). Tel. 07920 787170. 
Email clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk

LITTLE LONDON / OUR COMMUNITY

Little Apples
Hello from everyone at Little Apples. 
We hope you had a great Christmas 
break. Our term ended on the 21st of 
December with our Christmas party 
and Nativity Play – the Grumpy Camel. 
We are happy to report that this was 
very successful with all our little 
performers trying their very best and 
reducing some audience members to 
happy tears! After this the children 
had a lovely party with games and The 
Giddy Wizard to entertain them. After 
that there was a very special visitor – 
Father Christmas.

This term at Little Apples we are 
welcoming several new families and 
we will be thinking about winter and 
keeping warm. We are exploring the 
properties of water, ice and (maybe!) 
snow. We are also playing lots of card 
games and board games with the 
children in our small group activities. 
These teach lots of important skills, 
including following instructions and 
taking turns.

Chinese New Year will be celebrated 
around the world in February and it 
is the year of the dog. The children 
will be making animal masks and 
Chinese lanterns to celebrate from the 
beginning of February and learning the 
simple version of the Chinese New Year 

story - Buddha (or the Jade Emperor) 
invited all of the animals to join him 
for a New Year celebration, but only 
12 animals turned up. To reward the 
animals that did come, Buddha named 
a year after each of them in the order 
that they arrived, starting with the 
Rat, followed by the Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, 
Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat (or Sheep), 
Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig.

As we move towards spring we will 
be replacing some of our fence panels 
and our play house in our garden to 
smarten it up. We are looking forward 
to starting some planting, which 
teaches the children lots of early 
science and maths, and seeing some 
beautiful flowers.

If you have a child who will be two in 
the academic year 2018-19, we will 
start to allocate sessions after the 
Easter break. It is never too early to 
register your child, so please don’t 
hesitate to contact Jo on 07598 588460 
or manager@littleapples.org if you 
would like to have a visit or a chat.

Wishing you 
all a happy and 
healthy 2018 

Mad Hair Day!
St. Michael’s Hospice is delighted to 
announce their fun campaign Mad 
Hair Day which will take place once 
again and this year it is on Friday 9th 
February to raise much needed funds for 
the Hospice. The local community are 
encouraged to wear crazy wigs and style 
their hair in weird and wacky ways all in 
the name of generating vital money for 
North Hampshire’s only adult hospice.

‘Mad Hair Day’ is the perfect excuse to 
go wild and have fun with your hair’, 
says Lynne Grimshaw, Community 
Campaigns Co-ordinator at the Hospice.  
‘Maybe you have always wondered what 
your hair would look like pink, permed 
or in a beehive, or perhaps ladies, you 
have always wanted to be brave enough 
to have your head shaved, or gentlemen 
your legs or chest waxed. You can have 
great fun and really help your local 
Hospice at the same time by getting 
sponsored too.’ In the past, the Hospice 
has had wonderful support from schools 
and hairdressers but individuals and 
businesses are always welcome to join 
in too.

For more information please call 
Lynne in the Fundraising Department 
on 01256 848845 or email lynne.
grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.uk 
for a fundraising pack.
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CROSSWORD

Cryptic Crossword No: 15
See page 26 for the answers.

Across

1 Sam, play it at the white house. (2,4,4,2)

7 Political systems which deal with the theory of probability but 
without integrated circuits initially,  perhaps ? (8)

8 Business which sounds to describe an amusement ground. (6)

10 Imp ruins campers  day inside. (5)

13 Short notes from a random me. (9)

14 Initially very odd dark knight at the spirit. (5)

15 Command or derail as an insider. (5)

16 Colonising without ISO standards comes down to copying. (7)

17 What relation Sam is to Donald Trump is partly unclear. (5)

19 Part of a body that one can play on. (5)

21 Personally, without a pupil one is lacking professional knowledge. 
(9)

22 If Dan ceased to stay inside, would we see him at this assembly. (5)

25 Rather severe haircuts. (6)

26 Decanted badly and fell into moral decline. (8)

27 Postulating what sub-atomic particles may look like, perhaps 
zeroless storing the empty railway might help. (6,6)

Down

1 Can it be bizarre. (5)

2 A pole to tempt those in the know. (5)

3 Scientist got me lost in circle with nothing. (12)

4 Two rounds and grass food are OK to date. (2,3,2,4)

5 Desired four seasons and a reversing study. (7)

6 Reaper rang to agree in advance. (10)

9 Incarceration because little devil before rent without point around 
is on me. (12)

10 Lack of taste found when one who saves lacks first person and is 
reduced again. (10)

11 Join found in laddered stocking. (3)

12 One who maintains calm sounds like the job of a jigsaw box. (11)

18 Calculate many as 100 snappers. (7)

20 Weapon unfortunately found with many a gung-ho person. (3)

23 Hearing a car fitted next to circle. (5)

24 Shrewd, but saying it sounds like a question of doubt. (5)
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BRAMLEY KNITTING 
GROUP - KNIT FOR 
PEACE
The group met on 28 November 
and items made at home during 
the month soon piled up in 
Phyl’s dining area. There were 
jumpers, cardigans, hats and 
blankets. More supplies of 
wool had been donated and 
there is now so much that 
anyone who can knit is welcome to help us at home. 
The work will still go to our charity Knit for Peace. 
“Rainbow Strips “ are very welcome and these are 
sewn together for us by our friend Wendy who does 
not knit but does a good job for us with her needle! 
The group got down to work on the many garments 
and projects underway and as it was near to Christmas 
there were locally made mince pies to keep us going. 
Freda gave her report which was very good and then 
she presented Phyl, the hostess, with a lovely colorful 
planter and a pink hyacinth to be grown on later. Phyl 
was delighted. 
The next meeting will be on 30 January at the same 
venue, Vectis, from 2pm, Come and join us and keep 
knitting. Call 01256 881296.
Phyl Davies

BRAMLEY SHOW 2018
Yes I know it is only February and we are still in the depths 
of winter but it is not too early to be thinking about the 
subjects for some of the classes in the next Bramley Show, 
which will take place on Saturday 18 August 2018.  In 
particular the artists and photographers among you will want 
to know the subjects for the photography and art classes so 
that you can start preparing your entries.

The subjects for the photography classes are 1. Wildlife; 2. The 
centre; 3.What we eat; 4. Passing the time; 5. Motion  
For the art classes the subjects are 1. Tools of the trade; 2. A 
street scene; 3. Inclement weather; 4. Waterfall.

In November we invited children’s organisations and 
groups to apply for grants from show funds.  There is still 
some money available and applications are again invited 
for consideration.  Applicants should make their case for 
consideration including details of any specific projects they 
may be looking for help to finance with a clear connection to 
children of the village,

Applications should be made in writing and sent by post 
or e-mail to Anne Porter at 9 Longbridge Road, Bramley, 
Tadley, Hampshire RG26 5AN (e-mail annefporter@sky.
com). The closing date for  applications is 28 February 2018.

It is hoped to be able to hold an Open Gardens event in July 
of this year in aid of show funds and we would be pleased to 
hear from anyone in the village who would be prepared to 
open their garden in support of this event.  Please contact 
Anne Porter at the above address or by telephone on 881691 
if you are prepared to help.

Anne Porter, Bramley Show Committee

We have 41 years experience and can offer the following services at a competitive price:
• Boiler Upgrades
• Plumbing Services – including bathroom installations
• Heating Systems
• Fault Finding
• Power Flushing
• Kitchen Installations
• Extensions & Alterations

From changing a tap washer to extending your house no job is too big or too small
No call out charge
Please contact us on:
07774 140325 Phil Leaver
07879 553210 Dan Leaver

PLUMBING HEATING  
& BUILDING SERVICES
Oil, Solid Fuel, Natural Gas & LPG installations
Gas Safe Registration No 74691

LIFESTYLE
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National Hospital Radio Nomination 
for the World Sight Day Show 

Last year, Dave Chatten Smith and Alex Soto 
from Helping hands for the Blind joined 
Christine Rowley on Hospital Radio Basingstoke 
for a special one off show on World Sight Day. 

Christine Rowley came up with the idea to put together 
a special show and explained “I wanted to help people 
understand what it is like to be blind or partially sighted 
and I even went up on the wards and asked patients to guess 
what I handed them with their eyes closed.”  

Approximately 285 million people worldwide live with low 
vision and blindness. Helping to understand what it is like to 
have impaired vision Alex Soto went on air for the first time 
and talked about his own experience of becoming partially 
sighted and how he copes with everyday life.  He said that he 
still has hobbies and loves to take part in 10 pin bowling but 
needs sighted people to help. 

Since October Alex has joined Christine as a regular guest on 
Hospital Radio once a month.  He said “I love going on air 
but need someone to operate the equipment for me.  Radio 
is very comforting and it’s great to be part of it.”

Making the annual International World Sight Day into a 
Special two hour Hospital Radio programme has resulted 
in very exciting news for the two charities involved. It was 
announced by the Hospital Broadcasting Association (HBA) 
on New Year’s Eve that the World Sight Day programme had 
reached the final ten in the National Hospital Radio Awards 
2018 nominations in the category of Best Speech Package.

Dave Chatten Smith said “as a local charity supporting 
children and adults who are blind or partially sighted 
throughout Basingstoke we are delighted that the HBA 
chose World Sight Day in their nominations.  It is a really 
important message to everyone to take care of your sight 
which is why this day was created by the World Health 
Organisation in collaboration with the International Agency 
for the Prevention of Blindness and awareness”

Christine Rowley has also been nominated in the category 
Female Presenter of the Year having previously won Silver in 
this group in 2016.

If you would like to find out more about either of these 
charities including volunteering opportunities see the 
websites are below.  

www.helpinghandsfortheblind.org.uk

www.hrbasingstoke.co.uk

Anvil Arts, Basingstoke  
- What’s on February 2018
Thu 1 Feb, 7.30pm
The Anvil

The Snow Maiden
Based on a traditional folk tale 
and set in the snow covered 
landscape of rural Russia.
 
Fri 2 Feb, 7.30pm
The Anvil

The Nutcracker
On Christmas Eve, 
when midnight strikes, enter a 
fairy tale world where nothing is 
quite as it seems.
 
Sat 3 Feb, 2.30pm & 7.30pm
The Anvil

Swan Lake
The greatest romantic ballet 
of all time is brought to life 
by Tchaikovsky’s haunting and 
unforgettable score.
 
Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm
The Anvil

Suggs: What a King Cnut*
Due to popular demand after 
his first one man show, Suggs is 
treading the boards again.  
 
Thu 8 Feb, 7.45pm
The Anvil

Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment
Violinist Nicola Benedetti joins 
the orchestra for a programme 
featuring Beethoven’s Symphony 
no 4 and Violin Concerto. 
 
Sat 10 Feb, 7.30pm
The Anvil

Icons of the 80s
Featuring Go West, Nik 
Kershaw, Cutting Crew.

Sun 11 Feb, 7.30pm
The Anvil

La Traviata
Based on a true story, it tells 
of the passionate loves and life 
of the consumptive courtesan, 
Violetta. 
 
Wed 14 Feb, 7.45pm
The Anvil

Philharmonia at the Movies
Love Stories from the Silver 
Screen.
 
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm
The Haymarket

A Brace Face
Vamos Theatre explore Post-
Traumatic Stress, an unseen and 
often unrecognised injury of war.
 
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm
The Anvil

Jimmy Osmond
Full of award-winning music, 
nostalgic footage and special 
memories of Andy Williams.
 
Sun 25 Feb, 7.30pm
The Anvil

An Evening with  
Levison Wood
The best-selling author, 
photographer and TV presenter 
shares his experiences as a 
modern day explorer.
 
Wed 28 Feb – 3 Mar, 7.30pm
Thu & Sat 2pm
The Haymarket

Caught in the Net
By Ray Cooney starring John 
Lyons (A Touch of Frost), this 
glorious comic romp, a sequel 
to Run For Your Wife.

Cryptic Crossword No: 15 Solutions
Across Down

1 ASTIMEGOESBY 1 ANTIC
7 STATISTS 2 TOTEM
8 AFFAIR 3 ENTOMOLOGIST
10 SCAMP 4 SOFARSOGOOD
13 MEMORANDA 5 YEARNED
14 VODKA 6 PREARRANGE
15 ORDER 9 IMPRISONMENT
16 CLONING 10 SAVOURLESS
17 UNCLE 11 ADD
19 ORGAN 12 PEACEKEEPER
21 LAYPERSON 18 CAYMANS
22 DANCE 20 GUN
25 SCALPS 23 AUDIO
26 DECADENT 24 CANNY
27 STRINGTHEORY

INFORMATION
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Are Earwigs really responsible for invading 
our ears? Not Guilty says John Stubbs

Innocent, I say.  But for some reason this insect carries the 
enduring myth of climbing into your ear:  why should such 
a story have come about, if there was no shred of evidence?  
The alarming extension of the myth is that they’ll not just 
climb in, they’ll seek out the cavity to lay their eggs, the 
larvae then tunnelling into the brain with fatal result. 

One possibility is, of course, that the myths were derived 
from the name only.  It’s pretty much accepted that our name 
‘earwig’ comes from the Old English ēare, meaning ear, and 
wicga, a bug. So, that fixes us old English, but looking at 
about twenty European languages, a good half of the names 
for this insect contain a reference to an ear – typically such as 
the German ohr-wurm.  How might that come about without 
some common factor – I can’t see both a medieval Estonian 
and an ancient Turk copying a foreign name for a creature  
found in their gardens, for want of anything more familiar.  

My feeling is that the ear connection is related to the shape 
of the hind wings.  Most European earwigs have almost 
semi-circular, rounded wings under the leathery covering of 
the back, and these wings are distinctly ear-shaped. They’re 
a supreme form of miniature origami: tucked away, folded 
doubled back on themselves so that they’re almost invisible 
until extended – and being largely nocturnal, you’ll rarely see 
an earwig on the wing.  This of course is very different from 
moths and butterflies, which have to keep their extravagant 
flying kit outside, where it’s so vulnerable, and beetles which 

BEAUTIFUL BRAMLEY
will usually have a stiff pair of lids for protection.  The 
earwig’s lifestyle depends on getting into cosy crevices – the 
rigid beetle just couldn’t hack this sort of nimbleness.  The 
wing shape explanation was much disputed a few years 
back, on the grounds that those early  ignoramuses wouldn’t 
have been aware that earwigs had wings: to me this greatly 
under-estimates our antecedents, who in general would have 
had a rather better, or at least much closer relationship with 
bugs various.  In the days of sleeping on straw paliasses, 
I suppose, ingress of the odd earwig must have occurred 
occasionally, though not the brain-consuming bit, of course, 
that’s ridiculous.  

The one in the photograph I didn’t at first notice – I was 
looking at the wasp galls on the branch of an oak.  Typically, 
he was occupying a nice warm, moist cavity, out of the way 
of birds and other predators. This would have been a male 
earwig, with the formidable pincers.  Well, formidable to any 
smaller guys – again, they’re no threat to humankind.  In 
fact, a number of insects carry such tail appendages – they 
originated from the legs of the more worm-like animals from 
which insects evolved.   In the case of the earwig they’re 
very conspicuous – and appear to have a variety of uses.  
One is for show:  as with stags, it seems the females prefer 
males displaying well.  The pincers can fend off predators, 
and capture smaller prey.  One apparently later adaption is 
using them to help unfold the complicated hind wings: these 
are so compactly stowed that their area is increased tenfold 
once unpacked.  The down-side of this stowage ploy is that 
a rapid take-off for a quick escape just doesn’t work.  It can 
take as much as a second to get airborne – a bit like getting 
your umbrella up in a sudden shower.  This may account for 
earwigs often being dismissed as non-fliers.

Perhaps I’m biased, but I reckon they’re pretty wonderful:  
it’s so sad that a whole lot of earwig search results relate to 
their extermination.  In the wild these insects control aphids, 
codling moth, scales and the like.  They’re food for birds 
and other small creatures, and they’re harmless. Among 
insects, the earwig is unique in the amount of individual 
care that the mother affords her offspring: she polishes and 
sanitises the eggs, supervises hatching and feeds the larvae 
until they can fend for themselves.  National surveys show 
that numbers of flying insects are down to about one quarter 
of what they were when we moved to Bramley: these are 
the pollinators of most flowers and many crops, and they 
support birdlife, fish and reptiles, as well as disposing of 
a great deal of biological waste.  Of course we could get by 
without earwigs.  But on the larger scale, the continuing 
overall loss is just not sustainable.  So, hug a bug.  However, 
there’s really no need to put one in your ear.
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Bramley & Romans  
Floral Society
On Saturday 18 November we held our 
anuual workshop with lunch in Cross 
House.  Our demonstrator was Mrs  
Liz Pelley.

During the 
mornng session 
we created a 
a Christmas 
coffee table 
arrangement with 
candles and in the afternoon session a 
Christmas wreath with a difference. 

7 December was our annual Christmas 
lunch. 90 people attended and after 
enjoying a two course meal we sat 
back to watch  ‘Christmas Naturally’ a 
demonstration by Mrs Pamela Lewis, 
a National demonstrator  Patricia 
used natural materials in all her 
arrangements. 

Our February 
meeting will be 
our AGM followed 
by  a talk on bees.  
We meet on the 1st 
Thursday of the 
month at Sherfield 
on Loddon Village 
hall at 1.30pm.

Everyone is welcome. 

Please contact Eileen on 01256 881125 
Eileen Gulston

If you need urgent care or some advice, our friendly team 
at Cherry Blossom Manor are here when you need them.

www.barchester.com

Call: 01256 441 756  

Are you thinking about care 
for a loved one this winter?
This time of year is full of joyous occasions, 

but can also be a time for reflection –
the realisation that an older person close to
you may be struggling to cope at home. 
Whether it’s the challenges of age, the 
feeling of loneliness or the pressures of 

winter, Cherry Blossom Manor Care Home,
could be the new beginning that’s needed.

German Road, Bramley Green, RG26 5GF

Nursing Care   •   Residential Care   •   Dementia Care   •   Respite Breaks

F_BAR_15869 Bramley Magazine - Cherry Blossom Manor - 186 x 132mm (Feb Creative).qxp_Layout 1  12/01/2018  11:11  Page 1

BRAMLEY LUNCH CLUB 
The meeting on 14 December was of 
course the Christmas event. Judy really 
excelled with a three-course lunch. 
First a starter of beautifully presented 
melon and then roast turkey, potatoes 
and lots of vegetables. Dark fruity little 
Christmas puds finished this feast. The 
post box was opened and out came 
dozens of Christmas cards which were 
given to members. Silent Santa’s gifts 
were distributed, with something for 
everyone. 

JANUARY
Members were again at Cross House on 
11 January for the first meeting of 2018. 
Caroline was not able to come so the 
social hour was filled by Judy with her 
quiz and Christine with a word search. 
These put us all in a New Year’s mood 
as raffle tickets were sold and then it 
was time for lunch. Something different 
again, with lovely lasagne and salad 
and then a choice of fruit crumbles. The 
raffle was drawn and members made 
their way home. If you would like to 
join, bookings can be made by a call to 
01256 884065, but if booked you must 
turn up please. Thank you. 

Phyl Davies

LIFESTYLE
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LIFESTYLE

If divorce is on your mind, you are probably 
going through all kinds of different 
emotions. It can be hard to stay calm and 
consider the implications of divorce or 
dissolving a civil partnership.

However, the Family Law team at Phillips is 
on hand to help and we can offer you careful 
guidance and tailored advice to get you 
through this difficult process.

Our objective is to help you achieve as 
quickly and effectively as possible the best 
outcomes for you and your family.

No doubt you will have lots of questions 
about your rights and the process. Most 
people going through a divorce or separation 
would rather avoid having to go to court if 
possible. We understand that, so we offer 
a range of services including Mediation, 
Separation Agreements and Collaborative 
Law. One of these methods could be right 
for you.

Collaborative Law is a good alternative 
and cost effective way of resolving family 
problems when a relationship has broken 
down, but where you and your partner are 
dedicated to resolving your issues outside of 
court.

You both sit down together in the same 
room and with the help of your own specially 
trained Collaborative Law solicitors, you 
work out a settlement face-to-face, to reach 
the best solution for you and your family.

Rob Parker, who is an experienced member 
of the Family Law team at Phillips is a 
specially trained Collaborative Law solicitor.

However, if we cannot find a way that 
avoids going to court, then we have the 
expertise to get the right results for you in 
the courtroom. We will provide you with 
the advice and support you need to navigate 
through the court process.

All of our Family Law solicitors are members 
of Resolution family law group, which 
means we follow a code of practice that 
promotes a non-confrontational approach to 
family problems.

Whatever the issue you face, we can help you 
and your family find a way forward.

For more information contact Rob Parker by 
calling 01256 854 604, email rob.parker@
phillips-law.co.uk or visit www.phillips-law.
co.uk/family

Marriage 
Blues?

Rob Parker
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WHAT’S ON
February events at the Basingstoke Discovery Centre
libraryeventsteam@hants.gov.uk   www.hants.gov.uk/library/whatson-library

Northanger Abbey and the 
Gothic Novel
Wednesday 7 February / 6pm / £7

Cyphers Theatre Company provide an 
insight into the process of adapting 
Jane Austen’s gothic satire, Northanger 
Abbey, for the stage. Including 
readings from the Gothic novels that 
inspired Austen, as well as extracts 
from Cyphers’ own stage adaptation. 
The evening will chart the journey from 
Gothic literature through Austen and to 
the modern stage.

 

Charlie’s Storytelling Parties
Monday 12 February / 10am & 
11.15am / £3.75 / Ages 3+

Join children’s entertainer and actress 
Charlie Sanderson for 45 minutes 
of storytelling, singing and other 
surprises!

 

We Love Harry Potter
Wednesday 14 February / 11am – 1pm / 
FREE / Ages 3+

Craft, colouring, Library trails – all 
to celebrate our love of JK Rowling’s 
wizard books!

 

Hampshire Pride: LGBT History 
Month 2018

Straight Young British Men: 
Kissing, Cuddling and Loving each 
other
Wednesday 14 February / 6pm / £3.50

With Professor Eric Anderson, 
Professor of Masculinities, Sexualities 
and Sport at the University of 
Winchester

This talk, led by Basingstoke resident, 
Professor Anderson, will examine 
how declining homophobia has led 
to a total redevelopment of what it 
means to be masculine for college 
and university students today. Using 
research data he highlights that, in 
addition to homophobia being socially 
unacceptable, young straight men 
are kissing, cuddling and loving each 

other. He shows that old binaries of 
‘straight and gay’ no longer work for 
males of this generation and that once 
taboo sexual practices are no longer 
stigmatized.

Dr Eric Anderson’s often controversial 
research is regularly featured in 
international television, print and 
digital media. 

 

Hampshire Pride: LGBT History 
Month 2018

Britain on Film on Tour - LGBT 
Britain
Saturday 17 February / 2pm / FREE

With films spanning 1909 to 1994, 
LGBT Britain documents a century in 
which homosexuality went from crime 
to Pride, via decades of profoundly 
courageous activism, and the shifting 
attitudes to LGBT people and their 
rights across the board.

Members of local support groups – and 
refreshments - will be available after 
the screening for anyone who wishes to 
discuss any of the issues raised.

Places available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. This film contains a 
sequence of flashing lights which might 
affect customers who are susceptible to 
photosensitive epilepsy.

  

Half term at Chineham Library

Charlie’s Storytelling Parties
Monday 12 February / 1.45pm / £3.75 
/ Ages 3+

Join children’s entertainer and actress 
Charlie Sanderson for 45 minutes 
of storytelling, singing and other 
surprises!

 

Half term at Tadley Library

Circus Skills 
Tuesday 13 February / 1.30pm / £4 / 
Ages 6+

A 75minute workshop of juggling, plate 
spinning, dancing sticks, and Chinese 
spinning cloths with Circus Scene. 
There will be lots of colourful props, 
traditional circus music and good fun!  

Probus Hears about 
Radio Times
The Probus Club of Basingstoke listened 
with interest to a talk about radio 
broadcasting in the era of 1930s - 60s. 
It was presented by John Pitman, who 
grew up during WW2 on a farm near 
Winchester, where the “wireless” was 
the main form of information and 
entertainment.

Like many places in those days his home 
had no electrical supply and the radio 
was powered by an accumulator, an 
early form of battery consisting of glass 
phials filled with acid, which had to be 
taken away for recharging. However 
radio broadcasting goes back to the 
turn of the twentieth century after the 
invention of valves made it possible 
to receive electrical signals. The first 
broadcast took place on Christmas Eve 
1906 from the New York Metropolitan 
Opera House but the only listeners were 
ships moored in New York harbour.

1920 saw the first radio news broadcast 
by the Marconi Experimental Station at 
Whittle near Chelmsford followed two 
years later with regular entertainment 
programmes. The British Broadcasting 
Company morphed into the Corporation 
in 1926 becoming the BBC.

Many memories were stirred as old 
radio programmes were recalled, ITMA, 
Worker’s Playtime, Have a Go, In Town 
Tonight, Ray’s a Laugh, Much Binding 
in the Marsh, Life with the Lyons, Meet 
the Huggetts, Take it from Here, Dick 
Barton, Journey into Space, Two Way 
Family Favourites, Billy Cotton Band 
Show, the Goon Show, Round the Horn, 
Mrs Dale’s Diary and The Archers. Who 
would believe that a ventriloquist’s 
dummy would have a successful radio 
show called Educating Archie.

The New York Opera still broadcasts on 
Christmas Eve but today over 300 radio 
stations around the world carry the 
programme.

Paul Flint

www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com 

Ventriloquist Peter Brough  
and Archie Andrews
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WHAT’S ON

Mondays

Badminton Village Hall

Beavers School Hall

Pilates 9am Brocas Hall

Music With Mummy 10.45am Village Hall

Jolly Babies 11.30am Village Hall

Stay Active As You Age Class – 
11am Brocas Hall

Petite Dance 4-9pm Brocas Hall

Cubs 6.30-8pm School Hall

Zumba with Gisella 6:30pm Village Hall

Trail Runners 7.3opm Clift Meadow car park

Bootcamp 8-9pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Tuesdays
Parish Council Meetings  
3rd Tuesday of the month

Bramley Room, 
Village Hall 

Badminton Village Hall

Bell Ringing St James’s

Dance Club (Petite School) Village Hall

Karate Primary School Hall

Short Mat Bowls Village Hall

Slimming World  
starting in March Brocas Hall

Tuesday Club St Stephen’s Hall

Hipp Pilates 7-9pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 9.30am Brocas Hall

0-5 Toddler Group 10.15 - 11.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Bramley Mums Walking Group 
6.50 for 7pm Clift Meadow car park

Wednesdays

1st Bramley Brownies Village Hall

Guides Village Hall

Rainbows Village Hall

Scouts Brocas Hall

Baby Clinic plus Stay and Play 
2nd Wednesday 9.30-11.00am Clift Meadow Pavilion

WG Pilates  9.30-10.30am Cross House

Caterpillar Music 9.45am Village Hall

Pregnancy yoga 6-7pm Cross House

Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Clubbell yoga 7.15-8.45pm Cross House

Trail Runners 7.30pm Clift Meadow car park

HIIT/Bootcamp 7.45-8.30 School Hall

Thursdays
Bramley & Romans Floral 
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall

Dance Club Primary School Hall

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday Cross House

Pilates St Stephen’s Hall

WI 2nd Thursday Village Hall

WI Lite 4th Thursday Village Hall

Body Tone 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 5.45pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 6-7pm,  7.15-8.15pm 
& 8.30-9.30pm Cross House

Youth Club 6-8pm Brocas Hall

Clubbercise 7pm-7.45pm
Launch night 7th September

Village Hall

Hipp Pilates 7-8pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Modern Jive Classes 8-10.30pm Village Hall

Zumba 8.15- 9.15pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Bootcamp 9-10pm Brocas Hall

Fridays

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hipp Pilates 1.30-2.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 3.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

ARO Kickboxing 7.00pm Village Hall

Saturdays

Dance School Brocas Hall

Farmers market 1st Saturday Clift Meadow Pavilion

Sundays

Dinky Disco Village Hall

See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley  
& St Stephen’s Little London
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WHAT’S ON
Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations

Organisation Name Tel No Email Remarks

Parish Council Maxta Thomas 07810 692486 www.bramleypc.co.uk 
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk Not for bookings

Clift Meadow Eileen Gulston 881125 e.e.gulston@gmail.com Bookings
Cross House Pam Luck 882687 crosshousebramley@gmail.com Bookings
Village Hall Catriona Hayward 07464 749997 Bookings@bvht.org.uk Bookings
School Hall Alison Tarrant 881339
Active Mums Post Natal 
Exercise Emma Perkins 07973 389407 emmatraining@hotmail.com 

www.emmaperkins.com
Badminton Jane Matthews 881647
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Jodie Saunders 881113 jodie@bramley-scouts.org.uk
Bell ringers Terry Cooper 881102
Bootcamp Michelle Williams 07799 242621 michellehotmama@hotmail.co.uk
Bramley Out of School 
Club/Holiday Club Julie Belam 07711 339306 info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com  

www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com
Bramley Volunteer Drivers 07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook

Bramley Youth Club Lee Goreham 01256 423824 lee.goreham@BVaction.org.uk 
www.basingstokevoluntaryaction.co.uk/youth

Brownies Suzanne Cox 07920 822221 suzanne-cox@hotmail.com Now Weds only
Caterpillar Music Jasmine McCarthy 07952 935021 jasmine.mccarthy@caterpillarmusic.com
Clubbercise Chris Burch 07979 417743 Facebook Clubbercise Bramley with Chris Adults
Country Music Roy Seymour 07917 744780 No children please
Dance Club (Petite) Louise Onslow 883568
DanceXAffinity/ 
Modern Jive Chris Birch 07979 417743 info@dancexaffinity.co.uk

Dinky Disco Nikki Mills 07523072591 nikki.m.mills@hotmail.com
Exercise classes Caroline Sherlock 07845 217901 caroline@this2thisfitness.co.uk
Farmers market Jo Kemp Williams 07557412400 jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com
Floral Society Joyce Rawlinson 889040
Guides Louise Whitmarsh 01256 881125 louise_whitmarsh@hotmail.com
Hatha Yoga Jacqui Morris 07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com
Hipp Pilates Jo Kemp Williams 07557 412400 jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com
Jolly Babies Sam Gill 07765 408587 samgillmusic@hotmail.com
ARO Kickboxing Aidan Hudson 07910 054694 aidanhudsonpt@gmail.com

Little Apples Jo Whatley & Sian 
Davies 07598 588460 manager@littleapples.org

Lunch Club Chris Woodward 884065
Mum’s Walking Group Julie Wilson juliebelam12@gmail.com
Music with Mummy Sam Gill 07765 408587 samgillmusic@hotmail.com
Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk
Pilates Heather Lewis 07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com
Pilates Kelly James 07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com
Pilates (WG Pilates) Wendy Gill 07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk
Royal British Legion Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516
Short Mat Bowls John & Pauline Walker 881065
St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter 850394 doreen.quilter@btinternet.com Bookings
Thula Mama Rebecca Cooch 07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com
Trail Runners Richard Perkins richardperkins@yahoo.com
WI Pat Cole 881715 gpcoles37@gmail.com
WI Lite Sarah Spencer k_srah@hotmail.com
Yoga Lisa Caprai 07876 028329 lisa@lisacyoga.co.uk

Zumba with Gisella Gisella Soulsby 07704 918050 zumbagisella1@gmail.com 
Facebook: Gisella Soulsby – Zumba

£5/class + Loyalty 
card for free sessions

0-5s club Laura Lamb 07766 560918 lauraslamb@gmail.com
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For all your legal needs

Victoria House, 39 Winchester Street, Basingstoke

01256 844888 www.lambbrooks.com

�

�

�

Conveyancing

Wills & Probate

Family

�

�

�

Personal Injury

Employment

Dispute Resolution

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

LINGUATASTIC offers language lessons (adults/children, 
group/private).  Tel 811100.

TRADITIONAL PLASTERER All aspects of plastering - 
Small works welcome. Call 07958 670774 - 01256 364991 
(Dave)

Moving sale have various large and small house items for 
sale- please contact for a list. 01256 883684

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE SERVICES All types 
of installation and maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ attendance 
systems, carpentry and decorating. Cleaning services, secure 
disposal of office document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

To advertise in the classified section and reach 
2000 homes in and around Bramley for as little as 

£2 per line. Contact:  
Christine Delve - adverts@bramleymagazine.org.uk  

or visit www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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Suppliers & Installers of:

• Wood Flooring
• Laminate Flooring
• Underfloor Heating
• Carpets & Vinyls
• Amtico
Home Sample Service Available
Free Estimates & Expert Advice

Unit 7b Cufaude Business Park, 
Cufaude Lane, Bramley, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG26 5DL

Showroom Open Saturday 10am-1pm
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