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I didn’t think I would ever get this editorial written. I was in the middle of the 
Music Festival when the deadline passed so I had no chance to even think about it 
until a few days later. Then I got side tracked with editing, working and catching 
up with all the things I should have done the previous week.  Yesterday I had 
a meeting with my accountant at the Madejski Hotel so I decided to write the 
editorial there, away from the distractions at home.  So, when my accountant 
had finished lecturing me about chasing unpaid bills and cutting down on pro 
bono advice, I started writing.  Well, I opened my laptop anyway.  I looked up 
for inspiration and saw that all ten TVs in the hotel café were showing the cricket 
world cup match between England v Afghanistan.  I’ll just watch a few overs I 
thought. I don’t have Sky Sports at home so it may be my only chance to see any 
of the matches. England were batting well so I allowed myself to watch until they 
got to 100. By then Bairstow was on 47 so of course I had to stay to see if he got 
his half century. Eventually I felt guilty about nursing the same cup of coffee for so 
long (and at £3.70 for a tiny cup I wasn’t going to buy another) so I headed home 
with an unwritten editorial. Back home, the postman delivered a lever arch file of 
documents I needed to read and before I knew it, it was school pick up time, tea, 
bell ringing practice and still no editorial.

If I had thought about it, I could just have turned to the magazine for inspiration. 
There are three moving articles this month, all on the subject of remembrance.   
Rhydian Vaughan writes about accompanying 400 Americans to Normandy as 
part of the 75th anniversary of D-Day. They visited Omaha beach and joined 800 
others for a service at the US cemetery. Sarah Mitchell also went to Normandy 
to film for ITV News Meridian. She travelled with 100 veterans and visited 
Arromanches, Pegasus Bridge and Sword Beach.  Sarah and Rhydian heard tales 
of courage and sacrifice and both noted the humility of the veterans who felt all the 
honour belonged to those who didn’t come home. Of course, it wasn’t just soldiers 
who died in the world wars.  Thousands of animals also perished and they are now 
remembered on 23 August, purple poppy day.  There is a War Horse memorial at 
The Plough in Little London and on page 13 Rocky Chesterman gives his account 
of the dedication of an identical statue at Lindy Drury’s family farm in New 
Zealand. Reading articles like this makes you realise how lucky we are only to have 
Brexit, the weather and unwritten editorials to moan about. 

Last month I mentioned various events taking place in the village during June. 
Well, this month we have all the photos. Motorcyclists in mid-air, violin players on 
the floor and acrobats in impossible poses.   It all happened in Bramley! 

We are taking a break next month so we will be back again in September. Have a 
great summer and don’t forget to make your scarecrow and perfect your entry for 
the Bramley Show.

Best Wishes

Rachel

Rachel Barclay Smith, Editor

Summer is the annual permission slip to be lazy. To 
do nothing and have it count for something. To lie 
in the grass and count the stars. To sit on a branch 

and study the clouds.
Regina Brett
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CHURCH SERVICES

Catholic services
Basingstoke
Church of St Bede, Popley Way, RG24 9DX 
Sunday Mass: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm in St Bede’s 
Mass usually: Tues, Thurs and Sat 9.30 am in St Bede’s
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX: 
Mass usually: Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30 am in Holy Ghost Church
Phone 01256 465214 or email 
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information 
See www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Tadley
St Michael’s Church, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG 
Saturday Mass: 6.00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 9.15 am 
Parish priest: 0118 9814572

Church diary for July…

7th 3rd Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

14th 4th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James 

Celebrating 25 years since the opening 
of Cross House – exhibition of 
photos and memorabilia, as well as 
thanksgiving for Ella Tubb, whose legacy 
enabled the building of Cross House.

12.00 Church Family BBQ at the Vicarage – 
all welcome!

21st 5th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion – Little London
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Morning Worship – St James 

Including dedication of new standard 
for Royal British Legion – Bramley 
Branch

28th 6th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

... August...

4th 7th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

11th 8th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

18th 9th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion – Little London
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Morning Worship – St James

25th 10th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

... And into September...

1st 11th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

8th 12th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

15th 13th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Holy Communion – Little London
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Morning Worship – St James
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slept badly – they may even have slept 

for nine or ten hours – but they don’t 

feel rested, and during the day they can 

be overcome with sleepiness.  The poor 

chap I know who suffers from it fell 

fast asleep at his desk at work recently, 

to be shaken awake by his boss… Very 

embarrassing.

As ever, the Psalms in the Bible have 

some wonderful reflections on the 

subject of sleep.  Psalm 127, for instance, 

tells us that sleep is a gift from God – 

which I find really resonates, when I 

wake up after having had a good night’s 

rest.  But it’s a gift which I can easily 

reject with all my busy rushing around.

“In vain you rise early and stay up late, 

toiling for food to eat – 

For he grants sleep to those he loves.”

In Psalm 3, we find an answer to that 

problem of waking up in the wee, small 

hours of the morning with the cares of 

the world spinning round in our heads, 

stopping us from getting back to sleep.  

“I lie down and sleep; I wake again, 

because the Lord sustains me.

I will not fear, though tens of thousands 

assail me on every side.”

And if cash flow keeps us awake, or 

worry about loved ones, or anxiety for 

the future, then Psalm 4 speaks gently to 

our troubled hearts:

“Many, Lord, are asking, ‘Who will bring 

us prosperity?’

Let the light of your face shine on us.  

Fill my heart with joy

When their grain and new wine abound.

In peace I will lie down and sleep, 

For you alone, Lord, make me dwell in 

safety.”

As we say in church, after a passage 

from the Bible is read: “This is the word 

of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!”

to relax, how to shut down your mind to 

intrusive thoughts, but for some reason 

she doesn’t seem to want to listen.  

**Sigh** 

Come to think of it, Frank Sinatra had a 

song about being awake in the middle of 

the night...  

“In the wee small hours of the morning,

While the whole wide world is fast asleep,

You lie awake and think about the girl

And never even think of counting sheep.”

Actually, I’ve never found that a 

particularly useful way of getting to 

sleep.  I find that the sheep keep turning 

round and asking if they were number 

67 or 76, sorry, they’ve forgotten, and 

then irritatingly I lose count and have to 

start again.  And then I fall asleep and 

lose count altogether.  So frustrating.

A man I know suffers from a condition 

known as sleep apnoea, where the 

sufferer has no trouble getting to sleep – 

but their soft palate and the tissue in the 

back of their mouth and throat are quite 

flabby and loose, and once the sufferer is 

asleep, their muscles relax and the soft 

tissue falls across their airway, blocking 

their ability to breathe.  The feeling of 

alarm at not being able to breathe then 

almost wakes the person up, so they 

can breathe again, and they drift back 

into sleep, only for it to start again.  This 

happens over and over through much 

of the night.  When the sufferer wakes 

up, they may not be aware of having 

ON REFLECTION

Shakespeare’s Macbeth 
called it “The death 
of each day’s life, sore 

labour’s bath, Balm of hurt 
minds, great nature’s second 
course, Chief nourisher in life’s 
feast.”  Couldn’t have put it 
better myself.  What was he 
talking about?  Sleep, of course: 
Macbeth’s conscience was so 
troubled by having murdered 
King Duncan, he couldn’t sleep.  
It’s a terrible affliction, even if 
it was perhaps a just penalty in 
his case.    

I’ve come across several people in the 

last few weeks who suffer from severe 

bouts of insomnia.  They can’t get 

to sleep for hours, or if out of sheer 

exhaustion they do get to sleep for a 

little while, taking the edge off their 

drowsiness, they then wake up and find 

it impossible to get back to sleep.  For 

one person, it was caused by gnawing 

anxiety about their business’s cash flow 

and whether they’d be able to pay what 

they owed when it fell due.  They’re 

unable to stop everything from churning 

over and over in their minds, creating 

a feeling of rising panic. And if that 

happens several nights in a row, it is 

truly exhausting.

Difficulty with sleep does seem to 

afflict women rather more than men, 

especially those of slightly more… 

ahem, mature years.  My lovely wife 

experiences it quite often: some nights, 

she just knows that she’s going to find 

it hard to get to sleep because there’s 

so much buzzing around in her head, 

so she lies in bed, propped up on her 

pillows, and plays Spider Solitaire on 

her iPad into the wee, small hours of 

the night, while this large lump lies 

next to her in the bed, completely 

oblivious to her inability to sleep, 

snoring contentedly.  It must be so 

frustrating for her.  I give her all sorts of 

good advice and extraordinarily useful 

personal recommendations about how 

Rev’d John Lenton
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MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

We love a good party 
at the Bramley 
Magazine, so this 

month we meet James and 
Andromeda Witchalls, 
who are celebrating a special 
birthday and wedding 
anniversary!  
Bramley Magazine (BM): What 
first brought you to the area? 

James: We moved to Little London 
from Greater London in 2003 which 
seemed rather apt!

Andromeda: It took us two years to 
find a suitable country cottage.  We 
fell in love with the cottage and could 
see enormous potential in the garden.  
Little did I know that garden design 
would become a career.

BM: Tell us more!

Andromeda: I trained as a registered 
general nurse in London and spent 
the last 11 years as an occupational 
health nurse for Shell International in 
London. Fascinating career! However 
after many years of commuting into 
London I decided to spend more time 

locally. As gardening was a hobby I took 
the opportunity to study to become a 
professional garden designer.

BM:  James, you’ve also had a 
varied career, haven’t you? 

James:  I studied technical drawing 
and art at school with a view of 
becoming an architect. Sadly, in the 
50s, architecture was quite utilitarian 
and I quickly became disillusioned. So I 

changed to the study of science. 
I then had the opportunity 
of working with Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer, the physician and 
humanitarian, in what is now 
known as Gabon. He said I took 
to medicine easily and helped 
me gain a place in a London 
medical school. I regarded him 
as a surrogate father. After 
qualifying I worked 10 years as 
a GP before going into health 
screening which was more 
interesting.

BM: So you met at work?  

Andromeda: Yes, we met at 
The BUPA Health Screening 
Centre where we both worked. 
James realised that I used to 
rollerblade on The Long Walk in 
Kensington Gardens where he 
jogged. On one occasion we met 
there and he duly invited me for 
a coffee.

James: Yes – and it was 
one of the best things to have 
happened to me. Mind you, 
it was almost a disaster! As I 
was running, I hadn’t thought 
to bring any money with me 
so poor Andromeda had to go 
fishing into her roller boots for 
some cash.  

BM: What keeps you busy now? 

Andromeda: We downsized from 
Little London to Bramley last year. I am 
creating a new home and garden which 
is enjoyable. St. James’s Church Family 
are very important to us. I’m the verger, 
I help with the flowers and I’m just 
learning bell-ringing. 

James:  I can still remember the 
magical effect this beautiful church had 
on us when we first saw it. We were 
married there, 15 years ago this year, 
and it’s still very special to us. I love 
studying the history of the area. Did 
you know Bramley is in the Domesday 
Book? I’m just turning 80 so I don’t run 
around like I used to, but I still enjoy 
bell-ringing. 

BM: What else do you enjoy about 
Bramley and Little London? 

James:  I very much enjoy the 
Bramley magazine. I used to edit it, 
with Ian Evett, so I know how much 
work it is! There is so much good will 
in our community, it really is very 
special. I love the quiet, calm country 
atmosphere, too.

Andromeda: I love the beautiful 
countryside and the wildlife. You only 
have to travel a couple of minutes and 
it feels as if you’re in the middle of 
nowhere. But there are scores of local 
organisations to take part in – anyone 
new to the village won’t be short of 
ways to make friends. 

James:  Yes it’s the people. We’ve met 
some wonderful people here who are 
very important to us. 
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

LIFESTYLE
Royal British Legion  
- Bramley and District Branch

You don’t need to have served  
in the Armed Forces to join the  
Royal British Legion

I am pleased to announce that on Sunday 21 
July 2019, during the 10:30 service at St James 

Church in Bramley, the Royal British Legion Bramley Branch 
Standard will be laid up and the new Branch Standard will 
be dedicated.  Two years ago, a formal request was made to 
the Royal British Legion to merge the Bramley Branch with 
Sherborne St John and Stratfield Saye Branches to form the 
Bramley and District Branch. With approval received, and 
thanks to some very generous donations, we are now blessed 
with a new Standard for our Branch.  The new Standard also 
incorporates the “Ypres Scroll” to commemorate the Branch’s 
presence at the Great Pilgrimage 90 in Ypres in 2018.  

All friends and members of the Royal British Legion are 
welcome to join us for the dedication of the New Standard at 
St James Church in July.

Two other events coming up are the next Branch meeting on 
Tuesday 10 September and the Branch Annual Dinner on 
Friday 4 October in Sherborne St John Village Hall. I hope to 
see many of you at one of these events.

Steve Day – Branch Treasurer – 07341 552732

http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bramley-
district
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A personal reflection of 
the 75th Anniversary of 
the D Day Landings.  
1-7 June 2019
Last year, I was invited by the World 
War II Museum of New Orleans 
to assist them in a major tour to 
Normandy with 400 Americans. 
Daunting, but with four good friends 
included in the Historian/Guide 
contingent of ten, this was not an 
opportunity to miss.

The ship we were to join was the 
Seaborne Ovation, the like of which 
I have never been on before. A year 
old, she was quite breath-taking in 
her splendour. We joined the ship 
at Dunkirk, an important part of the 
overall history. If we hadn’t salvaged 
what we did with that pending disaster 
in 1940 we wouldn’t have needed the 
Americans in 1944 as we would have 
lost the war then.

From there we went to Dieppe. The 
1942 raid was another milestone along 
the route. This ill thought out and 
disastrous raid given to the Canadians 
and two British Commandos however 
would save many lives on D Day two 
years later. The raid proved that it 
was nigh on impossible to capture a 
port from the sea and was the birth of 
the brilliant concept of the Mulberry 
harbour.

Le Havre is not the prettiest place 
in France but a good base to then go 
to the British and Canadian actions 
– Pegasus Bridge, scenes of derring 
do by the British 6th Airborne, Juno 
and Gold Beach, Mulberry Harbour 
and the Longue costal battery. We 
had ten coaches at our disposal and 
the transport movements were very 
slick and well judged. Back to the ship 
most days by late afternoon, there was 
always plenty to do on board.

Our American guests were quite 
delightful, almost all from California 
and the Southern States – as one of 
them commented “not a Yankee in 
sight”. Dining and chatting with them 

I often felt like an extra out of “Gone 
with the Wind” and there were many 
who in their day would have challenged 
Scarlet O’Hara. There were eight 
Normandy veterans also on board who 
were fascinating to chat with and to 
hear their experiences for real. One 
said to me ‘Rhydian, you’re very good 
but I had a much better guide when I 
was last here – General George Patton!’

An overnight sail to Cherbourg put 
us in an ideal position to do our own 
assaults on the American scenes of 
action. Omaha Beach, scenes of terrible 
loss of life, Pointe du Hoc, so bravely 
captured by the 2nd Rangers early in 
the morning, Utah Beach, the lightest 
casualties on the day and the American 
Airborne deeds around the town of Ste 
Mere Eglise.

The 6th June dawned with mounting 
excitement. Our convoy of ten coaches 
sped from Cherbourg to the Omaha 
Cemetery escorted by 12 police 
outriders sweeping all before them 
– shades of CW McCall’s  ‘Convoy’ 
– for those of a certain age. Through 
extraordinary security we joined 
12,000 others for a most moving day. 
Presidents Trump and Macron were 
on fine form, the two greatest National 
Anthems in the world challenged the 
bottom lip not to wobble and flypasts 
filled the sky. My goodness, when the 
Americans do it big, they can do it well.

We docked in Dover the following 
morning and said our farewells. 
Experiences come and go but that week 
will stay with me for a long time to 
come – tales of courage and sacrifice 
are always humbling  and I am grateful 
to have been able to tell the story to 
those who travelled with us.

Rhydian Vaughan

Fb.com/tellrhydian

SPECIAL FEATURE

Background image: US Cemetery Omaha

Seabourne Ovation

Juno Beach

US Airborne memorial

Part of the 12,000 audience at Omaha
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BRAMLEY SHOW 2019 
The Bramley Show will take place 
this year on Saturday 17 August in 
the village hall.  The schedule for 
this year’s show is now available 
on the show website at www.
bramleyshow.org.uk.  It is also 
available from the One Stop shop, 
Elm Park Garden Centre, Wyevale 
Garden Centre and The Shop in 
Sherfield.  Anyone experiencing 
difficulty in accessing the schedule 
should contact either Gillie on 
01256 881529 or Anne on 01256 
881691.  The show will only be a 
success if enough people enter so 
please do enter and help make this 
show better than ever.

I have decided that this will 
be my last show as chair of the 
show committee having held that 
position for 13 years.  My husband 
Alan will also be standing down as 
secretary.  Fortunately there are 
some new faces on our committee 
this year who are keen to see the 
show continue and I am sure there 

will be willing hands ready to take 
on these tasks.  Alan and I will be 
happy to continue on the committee 
and give assistance wherever it 
might be needed.

Grateful thanks go to Frances Lewis 
who was a committee member for a 
number of years but in anticipation 
of a move away from the village has 
now left our committee.  She was 
the instigator and main organiser 
of the highly successful scarecrow 
festivals run in association with 
the Bramley Show.  The scarecrow 
festival will be taking place again 
this year between 1 and 22 July 
and anyone entering should 
contact the organiser by e-mail at 
thebramleyshow@gmail.com.

There really is something in the 
schedule for everyone and I hope 
for a bumper lot of entries for this 
my last show as chair.

Anne Porter

Bramley Show Committee.

LIFESTYLE

01256 688648
Call now to book a FREE survey & quotation

WWW.ACCESS4LOFTS.CO.UK

HUGE BENEFITS
• De-clutter your home
• Create up to a third more space
• Gain safe & easy loft access
• No mess, no fuss, no subcontractors

Experts in loft  
ladders & loft 
hatches, boarding, 
lighting & insulation

CREATING SPACE THE EASY WAY!

BRAMLEY WI 
For our June meeting we had a 
speaker by the name of Mel Reece who 
delivered a talk called “Something 
to do about nothing”. He had us in 
stitches with his very dry humour and 
talked about his family with a twist. 
He was hilarious and a very good 
entertainer. He had written a number 
of books which he had for sale. We 
finished with refreshments and the 
usual raffle. An excellent evening had 
by all.

A number of us have been knitting 
squares for the Knitting Show in 
Inverness, which we do each year. 
These were passed on to Joyce who is 
coordinating this project.

The weekly evening walks have started 
again and hopefully the weather will 
improve. We tend to walk locally, 
ending with a drink at the pub.

Our next meeting is on our birthday, 
when we are having a speaker and 
drinking Pimm’s with strawberries  
and cream.

Jane Matthews
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News from The Nursery
Once again we have had another busy 
month at Butter Daisy Nursery, with lots 
of wonderful activities being enjoyed 
every day by the children and team.

Our Babies have been having pretend picnics to help them 
develop their health and self-care skills. The children have 
enjoyed setting out the food, putting it on plates for their 
friends and using the pretend cutlery to mix the food and 
serve it to their teddy bears and dolls. During these activities, 
they also took great delight in singing our ‘Please and Thank 
You’ song, helping them to embed simple words and actions.

Outside in the garden, the Toddlers have been exploring a 
range of sensory bottles, filled with glitter, sequins, buttons and 
different coloured water. The Toddlers were amazed at how the 
glitter shimmered in the sunlight and discussed the items they 
could see inside the bottles when moving them around.

The Pre-School children have been doing a lot of painting 
this week to develop their mark-making skills and to use 
representation in their drawings. They used the dabber paints, 
glitter paints and the water colours.   Not only that, they have 
been making some fabulous constructions that really showed 
some imagination – designing animals, buildings and vehicles, 
each with their own special effect or super power!

We have not let the rain deter us either but have embraced 
the downpours and splashed and sploshed in some 
wonderful puddles and marvelled at a stunning rainbow that 
seemed to reach all the way over to the meadow.

If you are interested in coming to visit the Butter team 
please call on 01256 882515.  There is lots of information 
about all nurseries within the company, our mission 
statement, opening times and fees on our website  
www.mydaisynursery.com 

Lunch Club
After our usual tea and coffee, we all 
attempted a ‘ Breakfast’ word search and after 
all the words had been found the leftover 
letters made up another breakfast item. A quiz on Europe 
followed and this month the winners were Judy and Robin.

Who would be a meal planner? June is normally a warm 
month, so Judy planned a salad!  Still, needless to say, it 
was delicious, with homemade quiche, salmon, warm jersey 
potatoes and a lovely mixed salad. The dessert was lemon 
mousse with strawberries. So although it was a chilly, damp 
day every morsel was thoroughly enjoyed.

There were only twelve of us this month, some being away 
and others quite poorly. Liz, one of our members, sadly 
passed away this month.

New members are always welcome. Please contact Christine 
on 884065 if you would like to join us.

Wellington Country Fair & Horse Trials
Saturday 24th – Monday 26th August 2019. 
Heckfield, Hook, Hampshire, RG27 0LE. 

Don’t be fooled by the title, you don’t need to be horsey to 
enjoy the magical weekend, where kids go for free, at the 
Wellington Country Fair and Horse Trials. 

Set amongst the Estate land of the Duke of Wellington, it’s 
a great weekend to round off the Summer holidays. This 
exciting annual event is full of free family entertainment and 
activities. Country lifestyle shopping, artisan food, falconry 
displays, tractor rides, face painting and dog shows, pony 
rides and bouncy castles, to name a few.

This year will be extra special with Lowde Music Trust 
working alongside the Academy of Contemporary Music 
(ACM) in Guildford to provide a brilliant array of local talent 
with the provision of musicians and performers throughout 
the three-day event.

Just like going to the horse races, you don’t need to have 
lots of knowledge to enjoy all the sporting action that the 
Wellington Country Fair and Horse Trials has to offer. So, 
what is this ‘Eventing’ lark all about? Well in simple terms, 
it’s the equine equivalent to a triathlon. Dressage is the 
horse’s ability to perform, where elegance and obedience 
is key. Show jumping is designed to show the agility of the 
horse and Cross Country is all about stamina. 

website: www.wellingtonhorsetrials.co.uk. 

Location: Heckfield, Hook, Hampshire, RG27 0LE. 

Bramley Badminton
Bramley Badminton is starting again in 
September after the summer break. So, if you 
would like to get fit and have fun on the dark evenings 
why not come and join us? We play two nights a week 
in the Bramley Village Hall. One of the evenings is 
full but there are vacancies on Monday night. We play 
from 8 -10pm: beginners are always welcome. If you 
are interested please contact Jane on 881647 or e-mail 
jane.matthews80@yahoo.com.

LIFESTYLE
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from Little London and killed in action 
23 August 1914.

More information about Tom, Arthur 
and the many other memorials being 
unveiled around the world can be found 
on website thewarhorsememorial.org

See page 24 for details of a special 
War Horse Walk around Little London 
and Pamber Park.

SPECIAL FEATURE

Some of you may 
remember Rocky 
Chesterman who was 

our local policeman for about 
10 years and a regular at The 
Plough in Little London. We 
are delighted that Rocky has 
written an account of a very 
special event he attended in 
New Zealand.
On Sunday 24 Feb 2019 I had the 
honour of being invited by Mrs Lindy 
Drury to lay the wreath for the War 
Horse Memorial being unveiled by the 
Reverend Jenni Carter at Washpen 
Falls, Windwistle, Canterbury.

“Tom” as the memorial is called is 
dedicated to the War Horse and 
the service horses have made to the 
defence of this country and worldwide.

It is also in memory of Thomas 
Hartnell Stone 1891-1973 who served 
during the First World War with his 
trusted horse from Egypt to Palestine. 
Tom was Lindy’s grandfather, a farmer 
from Windwistle who stayed behind 
after all the horrors of the war came to 
an end, mistakenly thinking this would 
get him home faster than returning via 
the UK. Unfortunately, he had the sad 
job of having to shoot all the horses 
left behind, including his own, before 
returning home to New Zealand. 
Amongst all the sad things Tom had 
to endure which included contracting 
tuberculosis, was writing home to 
the widow of his friend William (Bill) 
Milliken, quote “Bill was a good soldier 
and most popular in the squadron, he 
was loved by all and we feel his loss 
very much. Poor Bill was caught by a 
bullet on his head and died instantly. 

He never moved after being hit, so you 
can rest assured that he did not suffer. 
I will close hoping this will find you 
safely” dated 2 November 1918.

Tom the War Horse is mounted at 
Washpen Falls, the family farm at the 
start of a public walking track where 
walkers can take time to think about 
the sacrifice both man and horse have 
made during the wars.

Mr Mark Appleton of the New Zealand 
Mounted Rifles Charitable Trust 
attended the event with a troop dressed 
fittingly in WW1 uniforms which added 
flavour to the unveiling along with Pte 
Dion Taka with his dog Delta.

Tom is the New Zealand memorial 
which now has an increasing presence 
and is a copy of “Arthur” who is 
installed on the wall of the Plough Inn, 
Little London which by coincidence 
was in the village where I was the rural 
constable for many years. Arthur is 
named after Arthur Pearce who was 

Lindy Drury taking part in the dedication ceremony

Unveiling the War Horse memorial

Tom on horseback

Mr Mark Appleton of the New Zealand Mounted 
Rifles Charitable Trust



14

Kate Mitchell reports on 
an impressive display by 
the Tigers Children’s 

Motorcycle Display Team
On Sunday 9 June, the Tigers 
Children’s Motorcycle Display Team 
came to visit us at Bramley Primary 
School to help us raise funds for Oliver 
Warner’s Fight Against Neuroblastoma. 

They performed two spectacular shows, 
which included their 20-strong team 
of riders aged 5 to 16 years old. The 
stunts involved car jumps, bike jumps, 
loads of amazing synchronised moves, 
the ‘Jimmy Riddle’, the ‘Surfboard’, the 
‘Side-saddle’, ‘head-and-shoulders’ and 
even jumps over some brave Bramley 
School staff!

Their youngest rider is 5-year old 
Caspar, who amazed the crowd when 
he got straight back on his bike after 
a tumble and the all-clear from the 
First Aiders. The team’s oldest rider is 
Joseph, who told us that he is due to 

start his GCSEs this week and that this 
is his last season with the Tigers before 
joining the Navy!

Spectators were also entertained by 
the team from C&M Gymnastics, who 
performed their fantastic routine 
between stunt shows.

The event for Oliver raised over £1500! 
We’d like to thank all those who came 

along and extend our huge thanks 
to the Tigers Children’s Motorcycle 
Display Team for generously giving 
up their time for Oliver. They perform 
shows all over the country (mainly in 
the South of England, as they are based 
in Lee-on-Solent) and details of their 
future events can be found on their 
Facebook page  
https://m.facebook.com/tigersdisplay/

OUR COMMUNITY
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Update from Bramley Parish Council
Bramley Lane junction improvement scheme
Bramley Parish Council has been working closely with both 
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council and Hampshire 
County Council on a “Safe Route to School” project, with 
funding coming from the Local Infrastructure Fund (LIF) 
managed by the Borough Council, S106 monies from the 
County Council and monies from the Parish Council.  The 
major part of this project is the re-working of the Bramley 
Lane and Sherfield Road junction.  The Parish Council have 
appreciated the feedback from local residents through a 
number of consultation activities and we are now at a key 
approval stage with the Hampshire Highways and hope for 
more news shortly.

Welcoming New Residents to the Parish
The Parish Council have recently produced and distributed 
a “Welcome Letter” to residents who have moved into the 
new developments within the parish.  The letter has outlined 
the workings of the Parish Council and provides our new 
residents with some key contact details to help them feel 
more at home in the Parish.

Parish Council Annual Meeting
In mid-May the Parish Council held its Annual Parish 
Meeting in the Village Hall and we welcomed a number 
of residents to the meeting.  During the meeting we were 
provided with updates on a number of the activities that 
the Parish Council have supported or managed over the 
year, and we also reflected on the grants that have been 
provided to local groups.  These grants do make a difference 
to local groups, from helping with specific local events 
through to providing funds for the purchase of much needed 
equipment.  The meeting also gave an opportunity to thank 

The Clift Surgery Patient Participation Group: What is it??
If you visited the surgery in early June you would have noticed some bunting outside 
and a lot of enthusiastic PPG members within its walls asking questions and exploring 
opinions and ideas from willing patients in the waiting rooms. We were celebrating 
Patient Participation Group awareness week where across the country, efforts were being 
made to advertise all the good work the PPG do in your community. 

The PPG is a voluntary group of The Clift Surgery patients who act as representatives 
of our patient population voice in holding the surgery to account for the services we 
provide. It gives direction to any changes needed to our service following survey or 
patient concerns and also acts as a conduit to inform the Clift surgery community of 
surgery news and changes. What have they achieved so far? We have instigated a “Walk 
for Health” every Wednesday evening for all fitness levels starting 6.30pm at the surgery, 
which is increasingly popular. The PPG board in the corridor and waiting room displays 
healthy eating recipes and advice and the artwork in the corridors is co-ordinated by the 
PPG. The group has been instrumental in supporting the surgery through tricky planning 
affecting the car park and potentially the accessibility of the surgery for all patients. 

You will appreciate that communication has been a weak point from the surgery and 
has led to a lot of stress for you all in understanding changes to appointments systems 
and the development of links with Chineham and Whitewater surgeries in forming our 
Whitewater Loddon network, which provides additional community based services 
like the paediatric clinic we presently host.  The PPG are involved in helping to create a 
newsletter which we can digitally send to all patients willing to receive this to keep you all 
more abreast of news and developments.

The hope of the surgery is that all patient ages and groups be involved in the PPG so we 
have a truly representative group. If you are interested in occasional support or being a 
full member please contact any of the PPG members whose details are posted on the PPG 
board in the surgery or contact our reception team.

Dr Roisin Ward

the Parish Councillors for the time that they put into helping 
the village on a voluntary basis. This year Cllr Bruce Ansell 
was awarded our “Councillor of the Year” award, a very 
worthy recipient.

Personal Reflection
This is my first article on behalf of the Parish Council, having 
been elected to the Council in November 2018.  Reflecting 
on the first six months, I have seen the work of the Parish 
Council at first hand. This is important work that often goes 
unnoticed by most residents in the parish.  The commitment 
of my fellow councillors is first class, with a focus on trying 
to improve the parish and also retain the reasons why many 
of us live here.  There is a lot of routine work, from ensuring 
we manage assets such as the allotments, reviewing all local 
planning applications, considering grants and being active 
members of committees such as the Village Hall and Clift 
Meadow.  The councillors also get involved in projects, such 
as the road improvement scheme (mentioned above), air 
quality monitoring (as mentioned in the June edition of 
the Bramley Magazine) as well as the Local Neighbourhood 
Plan, which will be another key focus over the coming years 
as we apply pressure to the Borough Council on planning 
applications to make sure our existing plan is considered 
and followed, and future plans are developed and adopted.

So, overall, a busy and eye-opening first six months,  
during which I have seen some of the benefits a Parish 
Council can bring.

If you would like to find out more and see the Parish 
Councillors in action, then please attend our regular monthly 
meetings, held the third Tuesday of every month at the 
Village Hall, starting 7:30.

Cllr Alan Munday

Knitting Group
Thirteen of us met on 
28 May and after a good 
chat we ate our way 
through scones, cream and 
jam followed by ginger cake 
(the reason I go!).

If anyone would like 
to join us, we meet on 
the last Tuesday of the 
month and move around 
between members’ houses.  
Please phone Freda on 
01256 883926 to find out 
the location of the next 
meeting.   Wool is provided 
and most of our garments 
and blankets go to Knit for 
Peace and are distributed 
around the UK and abroad.

Judith 
Harris and 
the gang

OUR COMMUNITY
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Grandparents 
As I write, my daughter is expecting our first grandchild in 
the next few days.  The baby should already have arrived, 
according to the medical profession, but despite all the 
science of obstetrics and midwifery these babies still work 
to their own schedule.  This will be our first grandchild, and 
my mother’s first great grandchild, so this is a significant 
event.  It has set me thinking about grandparents in general.  

When I was very young, we lived in a big old Victorian 
house which my parents owned, but my grandparents lived 
on the ground floor for the first few years of my life.  This 
was great for a young pre-school child.  We had our kitchen 
upstairs, and there was another one downstairs where my 
grandmother would cook lunch for my uncle who worked 
in the family business nearby.  Each morning I would go 
downstairs and visit.  This being the 1950s, lunch was a 
full meal of ‘meat and two veg’ followed by some sort of 
pudding and custard.  I would be presented with a saucer 
of custard and a teaspoon as soon as she made it.  I think 
she always said that this little bit would not fit in the jug: 
absolute bliss for me! 

My grandfather bred budgerigars.  There was a big aviary at 
the bottom of the garden.  I used to ride my tricycle down 
to the bottom of the garden and gaze through the wire at 
the free flying birds.  It was like going to the zoo for me.

There is always the question of what the child should call 
their grandparents.  To avoid confusion each grandparent 
needs to have a different name.  My paternal grandparents 
were called Nanny and Grandad – conventional enough.  
But my maternal grandparents were known as Gran 

(conventional enough) and Alf.  His name was Alfred, 
so that was fair enough, but why did he have such an 
objection to being Grandad?  I never knew, and it is too 
late to ask now.  I believe we will be known as Grandma 
and Grandpop.  But there is always the chance that the 
grandchild will take things into their own hands and think 
up some other name which sticks.

My cousins shared one grandparent with me, the 
aforementioned Gran, but they called her Nan.  They 
also called their other grandmother Nan or Nanny.  This 
caused some confusion one day, and it was not clear which 
grandparent my cousin meant.  That particular Nanny had 
a dog which had recently died, so my young cousin blurted 
out, ‘You know, Nanny Dead Dog’.  So ‘Nanny Dead Dog’ 
she became, though not very often in her presence.  

When I first started work, I lived with Gran and Alf 
for a few months as they were near to my job.  It was a 
wonderful time – I had a nice room, all my meals cooked, 
and I was able to save some money before getting my 
own place.  I bought my own TV, and was required to give 
my address in the shop.  Sure enough a demand for a TV 
licence came to me a few days later.  Alf was outraged.  He 
said, ‘Let them come round and I’ll show them this’.  He 
took an unused teapot from the mantelpiece and pulled out 
TV licences going all the way back to 1948, when he got the 
first TV in the street.  Grandparents: you have to love them!  
What will we do that endears us to our grandchildren?     

Michael Luck

LIFESTYLE

Tea at 3 throughout the summer
With summer in full swing, it’s the perfect time to think 
about hosting your very own Tea at 3 event in support 

of St. Michael’s Hospice. There are so many ways to get 
involved over the summer months including hosting a coffee 
morning, garden party, tea dance or teddy bears picnic! 

Since launching in 2011, St. Michael’s Hospice Tea at 3 
events have raised over £57,000. This has allowed the 
Hospice to deliver care to 11 patients on the in-patient unit 
for the average length of stay which is 10 days. If you would 
like to make a difference to local patients and their families, 
please contact Lynne Grimshaw on 01256 848845 or email 
lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.uk and she will be 
happy to help.
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All Seasons
Window
Cleaning

Reliably serving the 
community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •

• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •

• Conservatory roof cleaning •

• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 
01256 353727

Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com

Rhydian Vaughan MBE
Congratulations to Rhydian Vaughan, our Hampshire 
County Councillor and Chairman of the Magazine Steering 
Committee, who was recently invested with an MBE at 
Buckingham Palace by HRH the Prince of Wales.

With him in this photo is his wife Wren, elder grandson 
Charlie and daughter Milly (soon to be delivered of twins).

Rhydian said – ‘ This was such a special day for us all and I 
was of course deeply honoured- a very moving experience.’
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Well, what a successful Music Festival we had! Over the three days we were 
entertained by 11 performers (well, 12 if you count Councillor Vaughan!) listened 
to 13 different instruments (plus a hosepipe and a box), drunk 50 bottles of wine, 
ate countless plates of canapés and listened to about 30 pieces of music. 

MUSIC FESTIVAL
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The church was filled with beautiful flowers and we watched performers playing 
hosepipes, others lying on the floor to play their instruments and one dressed up 
as the Devil (after he had downed a pint of Guinness in one). It was a memorable 
event and here are some of the many photos taken by Ian Evett.

MUSIC FESTIVAL
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Sherdon House, Reading Road, Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ • 01256 882200

www.simmonsandsons.com

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

Struggling with an injury 
or persistent pain?  
Sport, occupational 
and lifestyle injury 
management 
specialists

Physiotherapy  Injury Assessment and Rehabilitation  Acupuncture  Sports Massage
Shockwave Therapy  Sports Therapy  Pre & Post Natal Physiotherapy

www.square-one.uk.com   Odiham | Hannington   01256 541515

Basingstoke Gazette 
Community Reports 
for Bramley and Little 
London
Just a reminder that if you have any 
village events you would like to publicise 
in the Basingstoke Gazette please email 
them to michael_luck@icloud.com. 

Michael has taken over as our 
Community Correspondent and he 
needs any items for inclusion by Friday 
each week.  

Thank you
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OUR COMMUNITY

Basingstoke Rural East
Your Neighbourhood Policing 
Team includes: 

PC Lee Stanbrook and  
PCSO Emma Page 

We are pleased to welcome some new 
people to the Rural East team:  
PC Kersten Studd PCSO Adam Steele 

Community priorities 
Violent crime has been nominated 
as a community priority for the 
Basingstoke Rural East Area 
following the survey that was 
circulated in March. Violent crime 
incorporates several different crime 
types including: assaults, public 
order offences and child sexual 
exploitation. Neighbourhood Policing 
Teams are involved in many aspects 
of safeguarding and preventative 
work. We carry out follow up visits 
where incidents of domestic violence 
are reported. 

This month, an assault has been 
reported in Mulford’s Hill, Tadley. 
The information has been reported 
but the victim does not want any 
other action taken. A public order 
incident was reported in Bramley 
where a resident  reported the driver 
of a van attending the vicinity of 
his address. We have assisted with 
a neighbour dispute at a Tadley 
address, and a parking dispute was 
reported to police at the Health 
Centre in Tadley. 

Think Safe 
Young people from Basingstoke and 
Deane, Hart and Rushmoor will be 
facing a series of mocked-up dangers 
as part of a community safety 
initiative to test how they would react 
in a similar real-life scenario. 

The project, called ‘Think Safe’, 
is organised by the Safer North 
Hampshire Community Safety 
Partnership and a variety of agencies 
including the local councils.  

Year 6 students from 40 schools 
across the Basingstoke and Deane 
borough will take part in the 
initiative, based at the Bramley 
Army training camp, over a two-
week period in June. Around 2,000 
students are expected to attend the 
Basingstoke sessions, coordinated 
by the Children, Families and Young 

People team within the borough 
council’s Community Support Team.  
During the seven scenarios each day, 
young people will learn a variety 
of skills including fire safety from 
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service, 
road safety from the Sainsbury’s 
Driver Depot, personal safety from 
Hampshire Police, cyber-safety 
from the Safer North Hampshire/ 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council CSPO team, rail safety from 
Network Rail, dog safety from the 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council dog warden and mental 
well-being and school health from 
Southern Health. 

Each child will take home a goodie 
bag containing a first-aid crossword, 
a dog safety leaflet, meningitis 
information, a mood bag and 
more. The safety information will 
be reinforced following the Think 
Safe sessions on the @cypfteam 
Facebook page. 

Councillor Simon Bound, chairman 
of the Safer North Hampshire 
Community Safety Partnership, said: 
“These sessions encourage young 
people to think about some of the 
elements that can contribute to living 
a happy, healthy and successful life, 
which is a good thing. They may also 
learn some important skills which 
will hopefully remain with them for 
many years to come.” 

The Basingstoke Think Safe course 
takes place from June 17-28. 

Community Speed Watch 
Speeding continues to be a concern 
for rural residents. The CSW team 
are vital in this process and if you 
would like to know how you can help 
out then please contact PCSO Emma 
Page. There are teams currently 
operating in Silchester, Bramley and 
Pamber/Mortimer West End (MWE). 
The Silchester team have been out 
twice last month.

Bramley and  
Sherfield-on-Loddon 
On 3 May the lights and wing mirrors 
of a vehicle were damaged while it 
was parked overnight at Hills Way. 
Around the same time, stones were 
thrown at a house in the same street. 

On 8 May old car batteries that had 

been left at the front of a house in 
Osler Close were stolen. 

On 13 May, a building site on 
Cufaude Lane was broken into and 
tools were stolen. 

A works van was broken into in 
Woodland Drive on 13 May and on 20 
May a Swift Challenger caravan was 
stolen from a barn in Sherfield-on-
Loddon where it was being stored. 

On 22 May, a stable block at 
Wildmoor Lane was also broken into 
and items were stolen. 

Between 19-30 May, a number 
of burglaries were reported in 
Bramley. Sheds have been broken 
into at addresses in Kirby Drive, The 
Smithy, Hills Way and German Road. 
The main target has been push bikes. 

Pamber, Mortimer West End 
and Silchester
Crime remains low in the area. 
There’s only been one incident of 
theft reported this month, where 
batteries were stolen from an electric 
fence in a field in Pamber. 

On 4 May, a motorbike was stolen 
from a garage in Penney Way. On 20 
May a folding Phillips bike was stolen 
from an address at The Copse. 

On the 13 May a window was 
vandalised in Burnley Close. 

On 21 May, persons in a white van 
were disturbed by the owner while 
attempting to remove property from 
a skip. Police are also investigating 
an incident where a car crashed into 
a lamp post near Bays Court and 
failed to stop. The vehicle was later 
found, abandoned. The investigation 
is ongoing.

On 15 May we received a report of a 
white transit van offering “surplus” 
tar for sale. The work was declined. 
We advise not to accept such offers 
unless you can verify the standard 
of work. 

To report crime or suspicious 
activity call us on 101 or report it 
online by going to www.hampshire.
police.uk. 

You can also report it anonymously 
to Crime Stoppers instead of the 
police, on 0800 555111.
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CROSSWORD/CODEWORD
Cryptic Crossword No: 29
See page 31 for the answers.

Across

1 Short lady, first of her kind of potato describes a mixture. (8)

9 Insensitive manner through, being brave as I am, confused. (8)

10 Sad though initially good looking underneath my façade in part. (4)

11 Passing song for Sam to play again. (2,4,4,2)

13 Ornamental handiwork means cost covering me and mixed up girl. (8)

15 Junction before composer brought about journey. (6)

16 Indian I never could appreciate initially. (4)

17 Lean thinner oddly for language. (5)

18 Begin going over last dig to find metal. (4)

20 Produce of trees or of labour perhaps. (6)

21 Educated but sounds like waste followed by consumption. (8)

23 Something put back in yet hold back before garment. (12)

26 Measurement found in church service. (4)

27 Legs and seed means no end in sight. (8)

28 One requires seed near to sing. (8)

Down

2 Sick American in front of charged particle can be a deceptive 
impression. (8)

3 Person concerned with peoples welfare maybe seen to ruin a tin ham 
a bit. (12)

4 An incarnation is made up of a tax and receipts initially. (6)
5 Damage within the pharmaceutical industry. (4)

6 Scare created by the ring for no alternative. (8)

7 Immoral acts inserted somewhere here. (4)

8 No point in dry eccles cake used again. (8)

12 I've said this a million times for example. (12)

14 Former spouse, tired of loving at first for praise. (5)

16 Batter playing well before short man having knowledge. (8)

17 Ear perhaps or a radio fan. (8)

19 Patterned coffee with police department. (8)

22 Look into shaking a litre more out for sudden excitement. (6)

24 Celia goes to find an acquaintance of Othello. (4)

25 Throw of a pancake perhaps. (4)

CodeWord No: 16
See page 31 for the answers.

Each number represents a unique letter from the alphabet and 
all 26 letters are used. Two letters are given to make a start.
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The Bramley School Association  
fun day and circus
The BSA fun day and circus was well attended on 15 
June, despite the usual British weather. The children had 
a wonderful day bouncing on the fun runs and bungee 
trampolines, racing their friends on the go karts and trying 
their skills with the circus equipment. 

National Festival Circus put on a fantastic show enjoyed by 
all (including getting very wet!). The live band, Bramley’s Got 
Talent finalists, fire show and games kept everyone busy and 
entertained too! We are delighted to have raised a brilliant 
£6,000 which will be put towards extending and updating the 
school library.

Hello Everyone 
from Little Apples
This half term is a very 
busy time of year, with lots 
going on. Our caterpillars 
arrived and the children were 
fascinated to see how tiny 
they were. They grew extremely fast however and monitoring 
them provided lots of opportunities for maths and scientific 
learning. They spent half term in their chrysalises and when 
we came back to Little Apples, it was very exciting to set them 
free and see the beautiful butterflies fly away.

We have also been thinking about 
our teeth and dental care. Snappy our 
crocodile needs his teeth brushed very 
regularly with our giant tooth brush and 
the Little Apples are trying to make him 
eat healthily.

This year was the first time we have had to postpone our 
Sports Afternoon because of the weather, but we are hoping 
to be able to have it in July, if this rain ever stops! The family 
picnic, sports, craft activities and traditional races are always 
popular with our families, so we are keeping our fingers 
crossed.

Lots of our children are off to school in September. Most of 
our children go to Bramley School but we also have children 
going to other schools in the area. At Pre-school they get a 
chance to meet some members of the year R teaching team, 
see photos of their schools and dress up in school uniforms. 
In September we send members of staff to Year R to help 
with the transition to big school, be a familiar face and 
help with individual needs. Managing this transition well is 
essential to give children a good start to their school days and 
a lot of work goes on behind the scenes to make it as smooth 
as possible.                        

Please contact us on manager@littleapples.org if you have 
any questions about our pre-school. We are also allocating 
spaces for next academic year now, so please register your 
pre-school child now to avoid disappointment.

Information on help with childcare can be found at https://
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 
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LITTLE LONDON

We have 41 years experience and can offer the following services at a competitive price:
• Boiler Upgrades
• Plumbing Services – including bathroom installations
• Heating Systems
• Fault Finding
• Power Flushing
• Kitchen Installations
• Extensions & Alterations

From changing a tap washer to extending your house no job is too big or too small
No call out charge
Please contact us on:
07774 140325 Phil Leaver
07879 553210 Dan Leaver

PLUMBING HEATING  
& BUILDING SERVICES
Oil, Solid Fuel, Natural Gas & LPG installations
Gas Safe Registration No 74691

Pamber Parish Council  
Chairman’s Report 10 June meeting 
Open Forum A parishioner requested 
that the wooden crosses placed beside 
the bench in Pamber Park be removed 
for safe-keeping. The Chairman said he 
would remove them himself.

A parishioner raised the question of the 
No.14 bus service and suggested that 
Stagecoach be approached to amend the 
route of the No.2 perhaps once per hour 
to pass through Little London, Silchester 
and Pamber Heath. It was agreed that 
support should be sought from Silchester 
and the County Councillor be made aware 
of the suggestion.

Public Participation A representative of 
Fowler Architecture spoke and answered 
questions about application 19/01091/
FUL, Pamber Farm, Bramley Road.

Planning 19/01091/FUL, Pamber Farm, 
Bramley Road. A full discussion took 
place and the Council voted to make no 
objection.

T/00224/19/TPO, 45, Jubilee Close. The 
Council agreed to raise no objection

Decisions 19/00898/HSE. Fairacre, 
Bramley Road - granted

19/00809/ROC, Brooklands, New Road 
- granted

19/00797/LDEU. The Old Rick Yard, 
Aldermaston Road - refused

19/00394/LBC. Wigmore Farm, 
Aldermaston Road - granted

Finance It was agreed to make a grant 
of £1,500 to St. Stephen’s Hall to help 
with expenditure for the financial year 
2019/20.

Neighbourhood Plan A report was 
presented by Councillor Greaves and 
Councillors were invited to attend 
a meeting with a Borough Council 
officer on 20 June to discuss the Local 
Plan and its potential impact on the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

Speedwatch A report was presented 
by Councillor Greaves and it was agreed 
to fund four 2-way radios and six hi-viz 
tabards.

War Horse Walk Councillor Greaves 
reported that a 5 kilometre walk is 
planned for 24 August to raise funds for 
charity. The Council backed the plan 
and agreed to cover any shortfall in the 
cost of medals for participants. £650 

has already been pledged by Englefield 
Estate and AWE.

Website The current website was 
discussed and it was agreed that 
alternative platforms be investigated.  
Councillor Mrs Tyson will report at the 
September meeting.

Highway Matters The Clerk reported 
that she will be meeting a Highways 
Engineer later this month to look at 
the roads, in particular the A340. 
The Chairman and other Councillors 
expressed an interest in attending this 
meeting. Councillor Greaves had received 
an email from the Highways Department 
saying that they have agreed a new layout 
for the A340/Bramley Road junction but 
had provided no details.

Borough Councillor Reports 
Councillor Simon Mahaffey introduced 
himself and gave a brief description of his 
duties as our new Borough Councillor.

Reports from Parish Council 
Representatives It was agreed to 
accept a quotation for £998 to install 
a height restriction barrier at Pamber 
Heath Memorial Hall to prevent illegal 
occupation of the car park and grounds.
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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Red Sparrows – an endangered species 
or an enemy of the people? John Stubbs 
answers the question. 

This is a Red bird. It’s not red in the way that a robin’s 
red, not red in tooth and claw, it’s Red Listed, along with 
the white-tailed eagle and the golden oriole, as a species 
of conservation concern.  The house sparrow, though? 
They’re the little brown chirrupy things that were just about 
everywhere, so common that you really didn’t see them. The 
trouble is, that was then.

The not-so-bad news is that the house sparrow is not a rare 
bird: there are some 6 million nesting pairs in the UK - the 
point is that in 1970 there were twice as many. This has been 
a dramatic decline in numbers, though there’s no conclusive 
evidence of the prime reason for the drop. 

The bird is very much associated with human habitation.  
Throughout the world the sparrow relies on spilled grain for 
a lot of its meals, garden insects for feeding the family, and 
cavities around buildings for nesting sites. In the UK it has 
taken to residential areas, farm buildings and allotments 
in particular. The influence of environmental pollution on 
sparrow numbers is certainly substantial; chick survival 
appears best where there are lots of garden shrubs to house 
spiders and the like, and less use of pesticides – surprise, 
surprise. Loss of habitat in the way that buildings are 
increasingly well sealed – fewer nooks and crannies for 
nesting – is also a big factor.  The youngish female above 
was supervising the annexation of a nice gap under the eaves 
where a tile has slipped from the front of our house – the 
male seemed to be fetching the materials, and they both 
chose this particular twig for a rest every hour or so.

Could sparrow losses be due to the increasing number of 
sparrowhawks? Sounds reasonable, but apparently not.  The 
conclusions of well-grounded surveys, over long periods, 
don’t show this to be the problem.  After all, you won’t have 
a long-term thriving population of sparrowhawks without 
a much more numerous population of prey. Normally 
sparrows would be able to maintain their numbers if 
their food supplies and habitat were satisfactory, despite 
predation: evolution over the millennia means that to co-
exist long-term, the little guys can bounce their numbers 
back up pretty quickly.

One problem is that modern farm machines are much more 
efficient than they used to be: ‘one for the rook, one for the 
crow, one to rot and one to grow’ was the old song. Not many 
seed drills would be sold nowadays if they wasted three-
quarters of the input. Same with harvesting – yields are 
vastly improved with very much less grain lost even in bad 
weather. Poor sparrow, alas, loses out, in the same way he 
lost out when London’s streets were no longer ankle deep in 
horse manure, flies, and spilled grain: you just can’t please 
everyone.

And the little bird lost out in the biggest way possible some 
sixty years back in China. At that time, Mao Zedong, no 
farmer or ecologist he, decreed in his self-declared wisdom 
(remind you of anyone?) that the abundant tree sparrow 
was an enemy of the people, because of the amount of grain 
consumed, and was a capitalist agent to boot.  So they had 
to be eliminated, along with mozzies, flies and rats. In 
March 1958, therefore, everyone in the country was told to 
bang drums, shout, and chase down sparrows until the bird 
pests died from exhaustion.  It does appear that some 600 
million farmers killed a billion or more sparrows: mission 

accomplished. Crop yields improved the next year: but 
the subsequent years showed serious declines.  The great 
famine of this period had many causes – poor management, 
collectivisation, grain hoarding – but greatly increased 
grain losses to locusts and other insects was judged to be a 
significant factor. 

It was later recognised that yes, sparrows eat a whole lot of 
rice and other seed – but they fed their fledglings even vaster 
numbers of bugs. The poor sparrow was removed from 
the Chairman’s list of The Four Pests, and the cockroach 
substituted.  Non-capitalist sparrows were then imported 
from Russia: these would have been truly Red Sparrows.

BEAUTIFUL BRAMLEY
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Psalm 8
Last month mention was made of Psalm 8. It may be familiar 
to some of you, to others it is the chant which is used in 
Church of England services and sometimes other churches. 

“Psalmody”, the way of singing psalms, is a great way 
to improve and encourage singing musically even if you 
have never sung before. A revival of psalmody, led by 
John Curwen who was a minister about 150 years ago, led 
to a development of music education to all through the 
‘Tonic Sol-fa’ method. For John Curwen this was based on 
his experiences in witnessing how Sunday School teachers 
taught and sang collectively. The Congregational/United 
Reformed Church in London Street, Basingstoke has a blue 
plaque on its wall which records John Curwen’s experiences. 

Jonathan Large

Manufactured by SWS UK

Fully insulated
Custom made & British built
Free no obligation quotations 
Best Price Guarantee
Free 7 year motor warranty

Roller Garage Doors Centre

Roller Garage Doors Centre 
(Part of Access and Security Systems Ltd)

T. 01256 962660

Fitting Garage 
Doors since 1995

FREE 

7 YEAR 
MOTOR 
WARRANTY

www.rollergaragedoorscentre.co.uk

LIFESTYLE

slimmingworld.co.uk
0344 897 8000

withSlimming
World
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One of Sarah Mitchell’s last assignments as a producer 
with ITV Meridian was to cover the celebrations of the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day. Here she shares a few photos of 

that special event with us

SPECIAL FEATURE

1 We sailed to Normandy on a ferry with around 100 veterans on board. Navy 
vessels, small ships and well-wishers gave them a great send off and there was a 
moving memorial service on board. Talking to the veterans on the journey was a 
wonderful experience.

2 A service to give France’s highest award – the Legion d’honneur – to the men 
and women who planned and carried out the D-Day landings. Every single one 
of them said the same thing – they felt all the honour belonged to those who 
didn’t come home. Hearing their stories was immensely humbling and a huge 
privilege.  We shall remember them.

3 Me with Arlette Gondree at the Pegasus Bridge cafe. She was a little girl when 
the first Ox & Bucks glider troops, led by Major John Howard, came across the 
bridge to begin the liberation. The cafe and bridge were later renamed after the 
emblem of the parachute and glider forces.

4 The veterans’ memorial garden over-
looking ‘Gold Beach’ at Arromanches 
les Bains. The statue is of Oxford-
shire soldier Bill Pendell, meant to 
represent the ‘ordinary men and 
women’ who gave so much during 
the war. Having met many of them, 
I think they are far from ordinary! 
But each one of them would disa-
gree with me, they are all extremely 
humble and say they were just doing 
their duty and serving their country.

5 Sunrise over Sword Beach Memorial

1

2

3

4

5
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Divorce can come about at any time but often 
we see a slight spike in enquiries after the 
summer holidays.

While most couples and families will enjoy 
the summer break, sadly for some the break 
often means just that – it is time to end a 
marriage and go separate ways.

Indeed spending a great deal of time together 
when a marriage is on rocky ground can often 
be the final straw.

Existing cracks in a relationship can be 
emphasised when juggling work and 
childcare over the course of the school 
summer holidays, along with the added 
financial pressures.

Divorce may already be on the cards, but the 
parents are unwilling to start proceedings 
until the children are back at school, when 
couples take stock as to whether the marriage 
is worth preserving.

It is important that anyone considering 
divorce or separation should receive the 
right legal advice as early as possible from an 
experienced Family Law solicitor.

At Phillips, our Family Law team are on hand 
to give advice that you can trust, particularly 
when it comes to your children, home and 
sorting out your finances.

We will listen to your concerns and discuss 
your options, letting you know what your 
rights are, as well as those of your former 
partner.

Our objective is to help you as quickly and 
effectively as possible with the best outcomes 
for you and your family.

Whatever the issues you face we can help you 
and your family find a way forward.

Stressful 
summers can 
drive divorce

Hayley Eachus

INFORMATION

To find out more about our Divorce or Separation Legal Services or to arrange a meeting  
with one of our divorce solicitors, call Hayley Eachus on 01256 854633 or email  
hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk

More information about our wide range of legal services can be found at  
wwww.phillips-law.co.uk

Our homes are more than care homes. They’re family homes. 
Friendly homes. Homes that provide tailored care, beautiful 

environments and choice in every meal or activity.

Places that celebrate the little things that mean 
everything – morning, noon and night.

Visit us anytime for friendly advice and to look around.  
Helpful information is also available at www.barchester.com

Celebrating Life

Ashcombe House  
Basingstoke, RG21 8YU 

Tel: 01256 449 509

Marnel Lodge 
Hampshire, RG24 9UL 

Tel: 01256 449 511

Cherry Blossom Manor  
Hampshire, RG26 5GF 

Tel: 01256 441 653

St Thomas 
Basingstoke, RG21 5NW 

Tel: 01256 449 510

Residential  •  Nursing  •  Dementia  •  Respite
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Summer Reading Challenge 2019!
Saturday 13 July – Saturday 13 September

The Summer Reading Challenge 2019 theme is Space 
Chase, an out-of-this-world adventure inspired by the 
50th anniversary of the first moon landing.  Children taking 
part in the Challenge will join our super space family, The 
Rockets, for a thrilling mission to track down books nabbed 
by mischievous aliens! 

Children can read whatever they like - fiction, fact books, 
poetry, joke books, picture books, audio books - just as long 
as they are borrowed from the library. Children receive 
special rewards each time they finish a book and there’s a 
certificate for everyone who completes the Challenge. 

The Summer Reading Challenge is open to all primary 
school aged children and is designed for all reading 
abilities. Throughout the Summer Reading Challenge, library 
staff and teenage and adult volunteers support children, 
helping them to discover new authors and explore a wide 
range of different types of books.

WHAT’S ON AT THE BASINGSTOKE 
DISCOVERY CENTRE
Festival Place Shopping Centre 01256 478670

Castles, Knights and Princesses Drama, 
Dance and Singing Workshop
Thursday 25 July :10.30 am-11am & 11.15-11.45/ £2 

A thrilling adventure to recover the Sword in the Stone from 
the wicked Morgan Le Fay. Meet Queen Guinevere and Sir 
Lancelot before celebrating around the Round Table!

Aimed at ages 4-8 years. 

Tickets available from Basingstoke Discovery Centre, booking 
line on 01256 478670 or online at www.hants.gov.uk/shop

Slime Lab
Wednesday 31 July 1pm/ £6 

Another session to come along and get slimey with Slime Lab 
UK Basingstoke! We have been dabbling in slime for a while 
and the time has finally come to offer our Slime making 
workshops to you.  

Aimed at (but not exclusive to) children ages 5-10 years old. 
Your Slime fanatics will spend 60 - 90 minutes creating 
one to two different slime pots, experimenting with slime 
handling, join our Slime stretching competition and hang out 
with some new pals! 

We will provide an apron and wipes but please try and 
remind your children to wear old clothes and tie up long hair. 

Tickets available from Basingstoke Discovery Centre, 
through the booking line on 01256 478670 or online atwww.
hants.gov.uk/shop

WHAT’S ON

Across
1MISHMASH
9ABRASIVE
10GLUM
11ASTIMEGOESBY
13FILIGREE
15TRAVEL
16INCA
17LATIN
18GOLD
20FRUITS
21LITERATE
23REINVESTMENT
26INCH
27EDGELESS
28SERENADE

Down
2ILLUSION
3HUMANITARIAN
4AVATAR
5HARM
6FRIGHTEN
7SINS
8RECYCLED
12EXAGGERATION
14EXTOL
16INFORMED
17LISTENER
19LATTICED
22TREMOR
24IAGO
25TOSS

Cryptic Crossword No: 29 Solution

CodeWord No: 16 Solution

Bobby Scheme offers home safety advice
The Bobby Scheme is a free practical service providing 
reassurance and a sense of security to vulnerable people in 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight within their own home.

The scheme aims to bring peace of mind and reduce the fear of 
crime, particularly for elderly people and victims of burglary 
and domestic abuse. It is the charitable arm of the Blue Lamp 
Trust and is supported by Hampshire Constabulary and 
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service.

How does it work?
A full crime prevention and fire safety survey is carried out 
by one of the scheme’s trained, police-vetted fitters. They will 
provide both general and specific crime and fire prevention 
advice to improve home safety. 

When appropriate, they will fit such items as locks, spy-holes, 
door chains and smoke alarms. This service is completely free. 
The Blue Lamp Trust can supply and fit police approved key 
safes for a small donation. The Blue Lamp Trust also gives 
talks at community groups to offer advice about home crime 
and fire prevention.

Since the Bobby Scheme started in 1998, more than 17,500 
homes have been visited. In 2018, the scheme helped over 
1600 vulnerable people, 175 burglary victims and 355 victims 
of domestic abuse.

For more information please visit: www.bluelamptrust.org.
uk or contact the Bobby Scheme directly on Tel: 0300 777 
0157 / e-mail: bobby@bluelamptrust.org.uk
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WHAT’S ON

Mondays

Badminton Village Hall

Boxercise Brocas Hall

Petite Dance Village Hall

Hipp Pilates Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Stay Active As You Age Class – 
11am Brocas Hall

Cubs 6.30-8pm School Hall

Trail Runners 7.3opm Clift Meadow car park

Tuesdays
Parish Council Meetings  
3rd Tuesday of the month

Bramley Room, 
Village Hall 

Badminton Village Hall

Bell Ringing 8pm St James’s

Karate Primary School Hall

Petite Dance Village Hall

Slimming World Brocas Hall

Short Mat Bowls Village Hall

Tuesday Club St Stephen’s Hall

Pilates 9.30am Brocas Hall

0-5 Toddler Group 10.15 - 11.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Walking 4 Fitness & Friendship 
6.50 for 7pm (March-Sept) Clift Meadow car park

Yoga 7.00pm Beginners  
8.15pm Continuers

Bramley Room, 
Village Hall 

Hipp Pilates 7-9pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Table Tennis - 7pm St Stephen’s Hall, 
Little London

Wednesdays

1st Bramley Brownies Village Hall

Guides 7.30pm Village Hall

Rainbows Village Hall

Scouts Brocas Hall

Baby Clinic plus Stay and Play 
2nd Wednesday 9.30-11.00am Clift Meadow Pavilion

WG Pilates  9.30-10.30am Cross House

Caterpillar Music 9.45am Village Hall

Pregnancy yoga 6-7pm Cross House

Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Clubbell yoga 7.15-8.45pm Cross House

Trail Runners 7.30pm Clift Meadow car park

HIIT/Bootcamp 7.45-8.30 School Hall

Thursdays
Bramley & Romans Floral 
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall

Burlexercise Village Hall

Dance Club Primary School Hall

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday Cross House

Pilates St Stephen’s Hall

WI 2nd Thursday Village Hall

Yoga for Sleep and Stress  
1st Thursday Village Hall

Body Tone 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Muddy Fingers 10:00 - 10:50am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 5.45pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 6.30-7.30pm Cross House

Youth Club 6-8pm Brocas Hall

Beavers 6.30pm - 7.30pm School Hall

Hipp Pilates 7-8pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Fridays

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hipp Pilates 1.30-2.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 3.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Beavers 6.30pm - 7.30pm School Hall

Saturdays

Good for Mums Hiit Fix Brocas Hall

Ladies Boxercise Brocas Hall

Petite Dance Village Hall

Yoga Meditation, 11am-12.30pm Village Hall

Sundays
See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley  
& St Stephen’s Little London
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WHAT’S ON
Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations

Organisation Name Tel No Email Remarks

Parish Council Maxta Thomas 07810 692486 www.bramleypc.co.uk 
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk Not for bookings

Clift Meadow Eileen Gulston 881125 e.e.gulston@gmail.com Bookings

Cross House Steve Day 07341 552732 crosshousebramley@gmail.com Bookings

Village Hall Catriona Hayward 07464 749997 Bookings@bvht.org.uk Bookings

School Hall Alison Tarrant 881339
Active Mums Post Natal 
Exercise Emma Perkins 07973 389407 emmatraining@hotmail.com 

www.emmaperkins.com
Badminton Jane Matthews 881647

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Jodie Saunders 881113 jodie@bramley-scouts.org.uk

Bell ringers Terry Cooper 881102
Bramley Out of School 
Club/Holiday Club Julie Belam 07711 339306 info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com  

www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com

Bramley United FC Mick Walsh 07802 912615/ 
01256 881241 michael.p.walsh@openreach.co.uk

Bramley Volunteer Drivers 07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook

Bramley Youth Club Roxy Mills 01256 423812 rmills@BVaction.org.uk 
www.basingstokevoluntaryaction.co.uk/youth

Brownies Katie Slater and  
Jayne White 07545 319342 bramley.brownies@gmail.com Now Weds only

Burlexercise Natasha Bligh 07981 578145 

Caterpillar Music Jasmine McCarthy 07952 935021 jasmine.mccarthy@caterpillarmusic.com

Country Music Roy Seymour 07917 744780 No children please

Exercise classes Caroline Sherlock 07845 217901 caroline@this2thisfitness.co.uk

Floral Society Joyce Rawlinson 889040

Guides Ailsa Stockwell 07584 676931

Hatha Yoga Jacqui Morris 07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com
HiiTFix  
(Postnatal Exercise) Helen Hill 07766 554599 helen@goodformums.co.uk 

www.goodformums.co.uk 
Hipp Pilates Jo Kemp Williams 07557 412400 jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com

Ladies Boxercise Helen Hill  07766 554599 helen@ladiesboxercise.co.uk 
www.ladiesboxercise.co.uk

Little Apples Jo Whatley & Sian 
Davies 07598 588460 manager@littleapples.org

Lunch Club Chris Woodward 884065

Muddy Fingers Lauren Dotor Cespedes 07775 594463 info@muddyfingersgardenclub.co.uk

Naturally Yoga with Sam Samantha Webber 07713 349227 www.naturallyyoga.co.uk  
sam@naturalnook.co.uk

Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk

Petite Dance Louise Pain 07877 890673 misslouise.petite@outlook.com

Pilates Heather Lewis 07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com

Pilates Kelly James 07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com

Pilates (WG Pilates) Wendy Gill 07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk

Royal British Legion Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516

Short Mat Bowls John & Pauline Walker 881065

Slimming World Casey 07950 838937 ww.slimmingworld.co.uk

St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter 850394 doreen.quilter@btinternet.com Bookings

Thula Mama Rebecca Cooch 07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com

Trail Runners Richard Perkins richardperkins@yahoo.com

Walking 4 Fitness  
& Friendship Julie Wilson juliebelam12@gmail.com

See Facebook: 
Walking 4 Fitness  
& Friendship

WI Pat Cole 881715 gpcoles37@gmail.com

Yoga Mark Golding 07969 890722 goldingyoga@gmail.com  
goldingyoga.com

0-5s club Laura Lamb 07766 560918 lauraslamb@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

To advertise in the classified section and reach 
2000 homes in and around Bramley for as little  

as £2 per line. Contact: Keith Dilliway  
bram.mag.adverts@gmail.com

Used any advertisers?  
Don’t forget to tell them you saw their advert  
in the Bramley Magazine 

To advertise here email Keith on  
bram.mag.adverts@gmail.com

Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers with information 
they may find useful and of interest. We take all reasonable steps to keep this 
information current and accurate, but errors can occur. The editor reserves 
the right to make changes to any contributions. Bramley Magazine is not 
responsible for and does not endorse any advertising, products, or opinions 
expressed in this publication and shall not be liable to any party as a result of 
information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be reproduced.
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Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air 
Ambulance needs you! 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance is the Charity 
that brings emergency critical care to people who need it 
most, in their hour of need.   It costs £15,000 to keep the 
Air Ambulance flying and saving lives and last year the 
Charity’s Critical Care Teams were called to 1,429 incidents 
across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.   

Hampshire and the Isle of Wight Air Ambulance is entirely 
funded by the generosity of our local community and we rely 
upon our team of volunteers to support our fundraising efforts.  

This is where we need your help!  We are urgently looking 
for new Events Volunteers, Speakers, Van Drivers, 
Maintenance Support Volunteers and Collection Pot Agents. 

LIFESTYLE

I’m on a committee!
Oh give me your pity. I’m on a committee, which means that 

from morning to night
We attend and amend, and contend and defend, without a 

conclusion in sight.
We compose and propose; we suppose and oppose, and the 

points of procedure are fun.
But though various notions are brought up as motions, 

there’s terribly little gets done.
We confer and concur, we defend and demur, we reiterate 

all of our thoughts;
We revive the agenda with frequent addenda, and consider 

a load of reports.
We resolve and absolve but we never dissolve since it’s out 

of the question for us;
What a chattering pity to end our committee, where else 

would we make such a fuss?

We also need volunteers to join our new Event Support 
Team, who support us on an ad-hoc basis at our mass 
participation events.  

Volunteering for Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air 
Ambulance is fun and rewarding and you can volunteer as 
often or as little as you wish.  Volunteering can fit around 
your own life and commitments. 

If you have some spare time and would like to donate it to 
our life-saving cause, please contact our Volunteering Team 
on volunteering@hiowaa.org or 02380 743516 or visit our 
website for more details: www.hiowaa.org.
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