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So, how is this bissextile year going for you so far? In case you are worried where 
this is heading, a bissextile year is another way of saying a leap year and people 
born on 29 February are known as leaplings or leapers.  I was born a few days 
before a leap day and thought I had had a narrow escape at the time: think of all 
that birthday cake I would have missed!  Now of course, as I get older, I wish I 
could divide my age by four, or at least halve it.

If you are an unmarried man enjoying your freedom you may need to hide away 
on 29 February in case your girlfriend decides it’s about time you ‘put a ring on 
it.’ Come to think about it, how does the engagement ring work if the woman 
proposes?  Is she meant to buy a ring and hope her boyfriend says yes and agrees 
to pay for it?  That could be a bit risky – “Yes, I’ll marry you but only if the ring 
was less than £100.” Turning down a proposal isn’t just awkward, it could be 
costly. Tradition has it that Queen Margaret of Scotland passed a law in the 13th 
century requiring men to pay compensation if they refused a marriage proposal 
- compensation was deemed to be a pair of leather gloves, a single rose, £1 and a 
kiss. In Finland, if a man refuses a woman’s proposal on a leap day he has to buy 
her the fabric for a skirt. Material also features in a tradition from the 19th century 
that women looking to propose on a leap day should wear a scarlet petticoat — like 
a red rag to a bull perhaps! 

If the man is wise enough to say yes then the woman will have to decide whether 
to keep her name or take his. I’m indecisive so use my maiden name for work and 
my married name everywhere else, which can be confusing at times. A well-known 
name in Bramley is Clift but I wonder how many of you know how the meadow 
and the surgery got their names.  Turn to page 25 for the answer to that.  A lot 
of our roads are named after local residents or people with a connection to the 
area.  If you live in Jibbs Meadow, Beckett Gardens or Walsh Road you may be 
interested in Michael Luck’s article on page 19. And if you think we have more 
than enough new roads in our two villages then be sure to attend the Parish 
Council’s open day on Saturday 15 February at the Village Hall. See pages 10 and 
15 for more information. 

And going back to Leap Years I am thinking of following the example of the French 
satirical newspaper, La Bougie du Sapeur, which is only published on February 
29. See you again in 2024!

Best Wishes

Rachel

Rachel Barclay Smith, Editor

You are not here merely to make a living. You are here in 
order to enable the world to live more amply, with greater 
vision, with a finer spirit of hope and achievement. You are 

here to enrich the world, and you impoverish yourself if 
you forget the errand.

Woodrow Wilson, 28th President  
of the United States
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CHURCH SERVICES

Catholic services
Basingstoke
Church of St Bede, Popley Way, RG24 9DX 
Sunday Mass: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm in St Bede’s 
Mass usually: Thurs, Fri and Sat 9.30am in St Bede’s
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX: 
Mass usually: Mon 12.00, Tues and Wed 9.30  in Holy 
Ghost Church
Phone 01256 465214 or email 
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information 
See www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Tadley
St Michael’s Church, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG 
Saturday Mass: 6.00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 9.15 am 
Parish priest: 0118 9814572

Church diary for February…

2nd Presentation of Christ in the Temple
8.00 Holy Communion 
9.00 Sunday@nine 
10.30 Matins (BCP) 

9th 3rd Sunday before Lent
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
9.00 Sunday@nine 
10.30 Holy Communion 

16th 2nd Sunday before Lent
8.00 Holy Communion 
9.00 Sunday@nine 
10.30 Morning Worship 

23rd Sunday next before Lent
8.00 Holy Communion 
9.00 Sunday@nine 
10.30 Holy Communion 

26th Ash Wednesday
10.30 Holy Communion 

... and into March

1st 1st Sunday of Lent
8.00 Holy Communion 
9.00 Sunday@nine 
10.30 Matins (BCP) 

8th 2nd Sunday of Lent
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
9.00 Sunday@nine 
10.30 Holy Communion 

15th 3rd Sunday of Lent
8.00 Holy Communion 
9.00 Sunday@nine 
10.30 Morning Worship 

Note: Sunday@nine is always in Cross House:  
all other services take place in the Church.

From the Registers

Funerals
Oliver Warner on Friday 6 December at St James’s Church, 
followed by the committal at Basingstoke Crematorium.
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I spent the night in the hospital and 
woke early – about 4.30am.  I have to 
say that my overwhelming emotional 
response was enormous gratitude: 
gratitude that it was all behind me.  
Gratitude that there was not much pain 
– nothing that a couple of Paracetamol 
couldn’t handle.  Even gratitude for 
the catheter which I had to wear for 
the next ten days.  Deep gratitude for 
my fantastically supportive wife, who 
helped me through the occasional 
tough times.  Gratitude for all the 
loving cards and letters and meals 
and gifts from people in Bramley.  
Gratitude for our GP and the NHS and 
all it does so brilliantly.  Many times 
during my convalescence, I’ve listened 
to a song by Christian songwriter Stuart 
Townend – “My heart is filled with 
thankfulness…”  My feelings exactly.

When you think about it, I’ve actually 
been spared from death.  If I hadn’t 
had that blood test, I wouldn’t have 
known anything was wrong: I had no 
symptoms of any kind.  And unseen, 
that cancer would have spread and 
reached the point where perhaps 
it couldn’t be treated. So yes, my 
heart certainly should be filled with 
thankfulness.

But, more accurately, this is in a way 
just a temporary reprieve.  One day, 
some time in the future, the Grim 
Reaper will come knocking on my door 
again.  I’m certainly glad to have been 
given a bit more time here, but I’d 
really like a more permanent solution 
to the problem of death.  

Actually, I find that solution in the 
words of Jesus Himself, words that I 
use at the start of every funeral I take: 
‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ 
says the Lord. ‘Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me 
will never die.’  Yes, one of these days, 
these bodies of ours will pack up. But 
we have Jesus’ assurance that that need 
not be the end.  If we will put our trust 
in Him, even though our bodies will 
give out one of these days, He promises 
we can have eternal life with him – 
and the Bible tells us that when He 
returns, we will have brand new bodies.
That really does fill my heart with 
thankfulness.

have prostate cancer, the commonest 
form of cancer for blokes of my vintage.  

Because this cancer is usually quite 
slow-growing, it was possible that 
they wouldn’t need to do anything 
about it – just keep me under what’s 
known as “Active Surveillance”.  But 
the second biopsy indicated that 
Active Surveillance was not an option.  
I now had a choice of treatments: 
either hormone treatment (to shrink 
the prostate), followed by radiation 
therapy, which would all take a number 
of months, or else go straight for 
surgery, i.e., whip out the offending 
gland.  A bit like having to decide 
between voting for Boris or for Jeremy 
Corbyn: great, thanks a lot.  Having 
talked to quite a few men who’d had 
one or the other, I decided to go for the 
Boris option: Get Prostate Done, you 
might say.  

And so it turned out.  Very early in the 
morning in late November, I reported 
to Day Surgery at the Southampton 
General and the whole machinery 
whirred into action.  The anaesthetist 
told me what she would be doing; the 
surgeon told me what he would be 
doing – 6 small incisions (an inch or 
less) across my stomach; the nurses 
told me what I would be doing (not 
much really – just lying back and 
letting it happen).  I was taken to the 
theatre and introduced to the robot 
which would be doing the actual 
cutting and pasting, manipulated by 
the surgeon with a joystick, who’d done 
hundreds of these operations, I was 
glad to hear.  And that was it, really, for 
the next 4 hours.

ON REFLECTION

For some years, my GP 
has got me to have an 
annual blood test.  I 

take a couple of different 
medications regularly, so the 
test helps to verify that they’re 
doing the job they’re supposed 
to.  And so it came about that in 
April last year, I trotted along 
to the surgery, bared my arm 
and submitted to the usual 
routine.  This time, when the 
results came back, Dr Fisher 
asked to see me.  He told me 
that my PSA had edged up over 
5, after sitting around 3 or 4 for 
a number of years.  “Very likely 
nothing to worry about,” he 
said, “but just in case…”       

In case you didn’t know, PSA stands 
for Prostate Specific Antigen – it’s 
a protein produced by cells in the 
prostate gland, but also by cancer cells 
if they are there – so if the count goes 
up, it can mean a cancer is growing 
there.  Very likely nothing to worry 
about, but…

When there’s an alert for potential 
cancer, things do move fast in the 
NHS.  I had an appointment within two 
weeks to see a consultant urologist in 
Winchester.  The appointment was set 
for my wife’s birthday, to her less-than-
delight.  She had to be consoled with 
lunch in Rick Stein’s restaurant after 
the appointment.

I won’t go into detail about the 
appointment; let’s just say that I liked 
the consultant, he seemed to know 
what he was doing, and he talked 
straight with me.  He said that he 
thought that there might be something 
amiss, so I needed an MRI scan and a 
biopsy, and after that, we’d see what 
happened.  Well, lunch at Rick Stein’s 
was what happened next, but a few 
weeks on I had the MRI, then the a 
biopsy a few weeks later and then a 
second biopsy when they needed a bit 
more information.  But to cut a long 
story short, it turned out that yes, I did 

Rev’d John Lenton
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The Bramley Coffee 
Morning each Wednesday 
is a great place to actually 

meet your neighbours. And for 
two of our readers, a chance 
decision to go along brought 
them both a big surprise! Jill 
Spring and Peri Waldron told 
BM their story ….   

BM: Jill and Peri, you’ve each 
lived in Bramley for quite a while, 
haven’t you? 

Jill: Yes I’ve lived here for 42 years. 

Peri:  We moved here in 1996. Before 
that I lived in Old Basing. 

BM: So you both lived in the same 
village for 24 years. And then …. 

Peri: One day I decided to go along to 
the new Wednesday Coffee Morning 
at Clift Meadow. I thought it would 
be a nice way to meet people. I’d been 
looking after my parents, so I hadn’t 
been able to get involved in many 
things.  It was really busy and the 
Bramley Magazine was taking a photo 
of everyone for the front page. I was 
standing near this lady and I knew we’d 
met before but I couldn’t think where. 

Jill: Yes, you asked me if I was a 
rambler!! I didn’t know what you 
meant (laughs)!

Peri:  I’ve been part of a Hampshire 
rambling group for years and we went 
all over the county, so I thought maybe 
we’d done a walk together. 

Jill: At the next Coffee Morning we 
ended up sitting at the same table 
so we started talking. I mentioned 
I’d been a teacher at what used to be 
Basingstoke High School for Girls and 
the penny dropped. 

Peri: Yes, that’s when I realised where 
we’d met. I was a pupil there, but only 
for a couple of years. 

BM: So Jill was your teacher, 
Peri? Was she strict?!  

Jill:  I never actually taught you, did 
I? I was a science teacher there but I 
never had Peri in my classes. 

Peri:  No, but I remembered you 
really clearly because you were always 
smiling back then – and you still have 
the same smiley face! Look, you can see 
her smiling in this school photo! 

BM: What a lovely story. So 
what’s happened between then 
and you two meeting again? 

Jill: I stayed teaching at the school for 
more than 30 years and was Head of 
Year for the last 15. I remember our 
headmistress saying she never wanted 
to take boys, because they took up 
too much room!! It became Harriet 
Costello School in the ‘70s and became 
co-ed. Now, it’s The Costello School. 

Peri:  I left school at 16 when I got a 
nice job with the AA. I stayed there 
until I had my children. I did go back 
to work but retired early to take care of 
my parents. 

BM: So you’d recommend the 
Bramley Coffee Morning then?!

Peri: Oh, yes.  It’s got me much  
more involved with the community. 
It’s so funny that Jill and I lived in the 
same village for so long but never met 
until now! 

Jill: Yes, I used to be in lots of clubs 
but there don’t seem to be so many 
now. This is a lovely way to meet 
people, isn’t it? 

MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

Do you know someone who 
contributes to our community, who 

you’d like us to feature? 
Please email  

editor@bramleymagazine.org.uk or 
tell one of the editorial team.

Jill and Peri with their school yearbook photo from 1967

Jill Spring in her 
teaching days

Peri Waldron as 
a schoolgirl 

The Bramley Coffee Morning is 
on Wednesdays, 1000-1130am  
at Clift Meadow.
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Time to look forward
2019 is now behind us and it is time 
to look forward to all the interesting 
things that 2020 has in store. I would 
like to thank all those who took part 
in the Light Up Bramley and the 
decoration competition. We didn’t 
anticipate heavy rainfall, high winds, 
and lack of sunlight that affected the 
solar lights, all of which made any 
photography extremely challenging. 
Thank you to all who took part. Here 
are the photos of the winners.

We are now revving up for the 34th 
Bramley Show. Time to start planning 
your garden and what to grow. 
Remember you don’t have to have an 
allotment or an established garden 
to grow some veg or flowers. Herbs 
and chillis can be grown on window 
ledges, potatoes in sacks or buckets 
and strawberries and salad stuff in 
pots or even in hanging baskets. Don’t 
forget flowers grown in pots make a 
wonderful splash of colour! You could 
dedicate a couple for cut flowers. 
Tomatoes can be planted in Grow Bags 
which can be bought cheaply from 
garden centres and supermarkets, so 
pop over to the show’s website where 
we will be adding ideas for growing. 
We are very conscious about the 
environment, so what can be better 
than growing your own veg with almost 
zero carbon footprint and no added 
chemicals!

For those who prefer indoor pursuits, 
there is a wide range of creative arts 
and cookery on offer in this year’s 
show. The website has a list of the 
classes available and some ideas to get 
you started. 

And the Scarecrows will be back!  
Dates are online so check out  
www.bramleyshow.org.uk for  
further information.

STOP PRESS! THIS YEAR THE BRAMLEY SHOW and OUR FIRST 
CRAFT FAIR WILL TAKE PLACE ON SUNDAY 23 AUGUST. 

Now is the time to apply for the Children’s Potato Competition. Potatoes 
will be available for collection from the Village Hall car park on Sunday 
29 March between 10 and 11am. Instructions will be available and also 
online at www.bramleyshow.org.uk

Sue Howell

LIFESTYLE

First place – Sarah and Mark Mitchell Second Place – Rizik family

Third Place – Anne Porter
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Bramley Parish Council
The Parish Council hope that everyone 
had the best possible Christmas and 
start to the New Year.

There is only one matter to share this 
month, and that is Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council’s Strategic 
Housing and Economic Land 
Availability Assessment (SHELAA). 
The map below shows sites put forward 
in Bramley by landowners for potential 
development. Not shown on this map 
are two further sites to the south near 
Cufaude Lane. This follows a “call 
for sites” by the Borough Council to 
meet Government targets. There is a 
review and consultation process by 
the Borough Council detailed below. 
It is important to note that without a 
five-year land supply, sites can come 
forward at any time.

The Parish Council invite you  
to an open day on Saturday  
15 February at the Village Hall 
between 10:00a.m. and 4:00p.m. 
We will give you an opportunity to 
share your views which will be collated 
and forwarded to the Borough Council. 
Councillor Tomblin will be in attendance 
along with your Parish Councillors. 

Future Parish Council meeting 
dates - 2020
Planning Committee Full Council

12th February 18th February
11th March 17th March
15th April 21st April

OUR COMMUNITY

The Bramley Coffee 
morning
The Bramley Coffee morning 
had some very dapper helpers on 
15 January when the men took 
charge.  Here are Jon Wardle, 
Mike Waldron, Tony Durrant 
and Paul Kerswell helping out in 
the kitchen. Chris Tomblin was 
also resplendent in a Union Jack 
bow tie but was busy answering 
planning questions with Cllr 
Nick Robinson and so missed 
the photoshoot. 
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Dr Roisin Ward from Clift Surgery 
is following her own advice when she 
urges us to ‘Make a Resolution to 

Challenge Yourself This Winter’
The winter can be a hard time to get motivated. The short 
daylight hours and long cold nights are a tough motivator. 
I have chosen to challenge myself by finding somewhere 
darker and colder to inspire me! I have entered the Asnes 
Amundsen Expedition, which is a 100km backcountry ski 
race pulling a 40kg sled across the Hardangervidda Plateau 
in Norway. Before Roald Amundsen raced Scott to the South 
Pole he attempted this crossing and failed, and so the race 
is named in his honour. I have been training for the past 18 
months for this race and have been accepted alongside my 
sister and friend who, if we complete the race, will be the 
first British all-female team to do so. 

Change of any sort is a challenge and takes determination 
and commitment. Losing weight, stopping smoking, 
exercising more, being brave enough to put yourself out 
there to beat loneliness or ask for help, all take courage. We 
now have Kirsty from the Red Cross working in the surgery 
and she is dedicated to signposting anyone needing help 
to find the right way to make a change, connect with what 
is out there in the community and improve their quality of 
life. If you want help but don’t know where to start, contact 
Kirsty, who will help you to achieve your goal.  Please see 
Kirsty’s bio below.

I have chosen to support The Ark Cancer Charity for my 
particular challenge which is supporting the funding of a 

new cancer treatment centre in Basingstoke. I see first-hand 
through work, and through friends and family who have 
suffered this illness, how devastating a disease it is and how 
exhausting the treatments can be. A local centre to provide 
this care will be invaluable. If you feel you’d like to support 
me through this charity you can do so on justgiving.com/
Roisin-Ward2. 

Hello, my name is Kirsty and I am a Community Connector 
in your surgery.

I am a FREE service for people aged 18+ and you can make 
an appointment to meet me. 

Whether you are feeling lonely or looking to become 
more physically active but need help with motivation 
or confidence, we can support you to find out how to take 
part in activities in your community.

At an introductory chat we’ll explore your interests or 
discuss what you want to achieve.  Together we’ll identify 
ways you can start to do the things you want to do - or 
maybe something similar, but new.  

I am here to support you to improve your health and well-
being.  Over the next few weeks we will meet up to chat 
about how you’re feeling and give you the support you 
need to be able to achieve your goals.  Together we’ll take 
part in activities we’ve found out about, or connect you to 
information around your health and well-being. 

LIFESTYLE

01256 688648
Call now to book a FREE survey & quotation

WWW.ACCESS4LOFTS.CO.UK

HUGE BENEFITS
• De-clutter your home
• Create up to a third more space
• Gain safe & easy loft access
• No mess, no fuss, no subcontractors

Experts in loft  
ladders & loft 
hatches, boarding, 
lighting & insulation

CREATING SPACE THE EASY WAY!
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Bramley Cubs 
As part of our Global Issues badge Bramley Cubs celebrated 
World Toilet Day last year by holding a sponsored silence. 
Our aim was to raise enough money to Twin a Toilet and 
help fund a project in a third world country, enabling 
them to have access to clean water and sanitation. If you 
know Bramley Cubs, you’ll know what a big ask it was to 
be silent for a whole meeting! As we were only a few weeks 
away from Christmas, and to help them keep focused, we 
ran the sponsored silence alongside a craft evening where 
they made tree decorations and marshmallow snowmen. It 
wasn’t easy, but they did it and - thanks to the generosity 
of the parents and the Bramley Coffee morning visitors - 
we managed to raise enough money for THREE toilets.

We are incredibly proud of their achievement as they have 
made a real difference to children just like them. And yes, of 
course, they received their badges - as you can see from the 
front cover!

Jan Wright

Interested in creative writing?  
Fancy having a go? 
I am looking for people who would like to join a creative 
writing group, led by a qualified English teacher who has 
a diploma in Creative Writing and has previously taught 
similar classes. No previous experience needed. There will be 
prompts and exercises to get you going and an opportunity to 
develop your ideas. Prose and poetry will be covered.

Classes will be held monthly in an evening at the Village 
Hall. Daytime group possible if there is demand.

There will be a charge to cover the cost of the hall and 
refreshments. 

If you are interested or want to know more, please email Sue 
at sue_h53@yahoo.co.uk

Hampshire County Councillor Report
January 2020

Hampshire County Council The law has now changed 
meaning opposite-sex couples can legally enter into civil 
partnerships. Previously only available to same-sex couples 
this has allowed opposite-sex couples to formalise their 
relationship as an alternative to marriage. Winchester 
Registry office has already made several civil partnership 
ceremony bookings.

To date there has been negligible change in the funding 
arrangements for Local Government and HCC will still need 
to find £80M of savings over the next two years. The rain 
during December has left many roads damaged further and 
in need of repair. Also with the flooding in some villages, the 
drains will need re-cleaning. A Highways programme is now 
in operation. HCC are advising preparation for ground water 
levels rising in vulnerable areas. We have had the wettest 
Autumn for 100 years.

The Government has announced an additional £1 billion to 
Councils for social care. This is a start but given that HCC 
spends over £1 million per day on Adult & Child social care we 
are seeking proposals for long term reforms on this funding.

Wheelabrator, Harewood, Nr Andover The 
Wheelabrator Waste-to-Energy Incinerator planning 
consultation, which closed on the 12th December 2019, has 
provoked thousands of letters and emails in opposition to the 
project and very few in favour. There have been suggestions 
that the consultation did not meet all the conditions to 
render it as ‘adequate’. We now need to wait to see what the 
Wheelabrator response will be but it is expected that they 
will submit a full national planning application in the spring.

Climate change Cllr Jan Warwick has taken on the 
Climate lead role at the County Council. Hampshire 
County Council endorsed the decision to declare a 
‘Climate Emergency’ in line with the action taken by many 
authorities in July 2019. In January 2020 Cabinet approved 
an action plan to provide a meaningful and effective set of 
measures to ensure that Hampshire moves towards carbon 
neutrality and greater resilience to the effects of climate 
change. Following this initiative some parishes have started 
to create their own Carbon Neutral strategies. I am happy to 
help promote dialogue and cooperation between Hampshire 
County Council and the parishes. HCC now has 29 Nissan 
Leaf electric cars and 9 Nissan NV200 vans in the fleet with 
more replacements due.

Household Waste Recycling Centres A new resident 
permit system will begin operating later this year. It will be 
controlled by Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) 
and will ensure continued free access for Hampshire 
residents to any of Hampshire’s 24 HWRCs to dispose of 
household waste, while access for non-Hampshire residents 
will be for a fee of £5 per visit. Charges for non-household 
waste, including soil and rubble, plasterboard and asbestos 
remain. Hampshire residents can register up to three 
vehicles via the Hampshire County Council website.

The introduction of this system will allow those living 
outside Hampshire to continue to use Hampshire HWRCs 
while making a contribution towards the costs of disposal of 
their household waste in Hampshire.

Hampshire residents, including those who live in 
Southampton and Portsmouth, will be able to register for 
free access to any Hampshire HWRC from 19 December 
2019 at www.hants.gov.uk/vehicle-registration-hwrc

For residents without internet access, please call 0300 555 
1389 to register.

Whilst fly-tipping across the country has increased, 
there has been a 25% reduction across Hampshire after a 
successful campaign during the last two years.

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE 
Member for Calleva Division 
Hampshire County Council

LIFESTYLE
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John Stubbs’ article about Lime Tree 
Cottage in October rekindled some 
happy memories for Bramley resident 

and keen artist Karen Bentall
For years I had admired the tumbledown barn with its 
coach lamps, windmill weathervane, broken wall and 
tangled shrubbery, thinking of folks who’d lived in Lime 
Tree Cottage.  I thought it would make a superb studio.  
Enveloped in greenery, bramble, chirrup and spirit of 
place, it beckoned me in.   A magical place.  Walking 
around with my sketch book open, Lime Tree Cottage 
took its hold.  In July 2009 the roof to the cottage was 
being retiled.  I asked the builders if I could paint the 
gable end of the barn facing the church. I perched on 
a stool, paints balanced on one knee, against prickly 
brambles, surrounded by nettles. 

At the end of the afternoon, the workmen asked how it 
was going. I showed them the painting and was invited 
inside the barn, which had been a shop and latterly 
housed a vintage car. Looking up at the huge oak timbers 
to the rafters (just as described by John Stubbs in his 
article in October), it seemed to be on three levels, one 
very high for storage, like an apple loft, with a huge long 
“hayloft ladder.”  A box of “old” beautifully decorated 
tiles, to go on a wall or surround a fireplace and still 
wrapped in paper, lay beside a 50’s style red car. Ivy, 
which had grown into trees, decorated the inside walls 
and roof!

Outside, there was a well in the garden, a roofed 
“lychgate” with bench seats either side, where it was said 
that queues of shop customers had waited to be served, 
a dilapidated octagonal ½ brick summerhouse, with 
polythene flapping in the breeze over empty windows, 
and one remaining glasshouse. There had been a market 
garden behind Lime Tree Cottage, way back to the 
treeline marked by modern houses (Tudor Close). 

 In July 2009, whilst painting on a stool in a cloud 
of midges, a fellow in a car turned up with a camera.  
Looking over, he told me that he had grown up in this 
house from the age of four. His father had bought the 
building to run as a shop. He remembered the barn full 
of provisions and sacks of dog biscuits and water being 
taken from the well. As a young boy he had walked down 
a tunnel of long grass out into the meadow beyond.  
There had been a blacksmith’s forge across from the 
barn end, a going concern at the time of purchase but, 
owing to a difference of opinion, the father changed his 
mind about it continuing.  It must have been a major 
difference as the blacksmith upped and left, leaving all 
his tools there, and I was leaning my back on part of 
the metal bench hidden amongst dense brambles! The 
gentleman was the youngest of six children and lived 
at Lime Tree Cottage with his parents and three more 
adopted children. His oldest brother had lived in a house 
on the site of the forge, before leaving in a “brain drain” 
for America. I jotted the information down on the back 
of the gable-end picture and gave it, with three more, 
to the new owners, Tim and Yetunde Smith, who are 
perpetuating the restored Lime Tree Cottage’s life as a 
family home and breathing new life into its timbers.

LIFESTYLE

Karen’s painting of Lime Tree Cottage
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All Seasons
Window
Cleaning

Reliably serving the 
community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •

• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •

• Conservatory roof cleaning •

• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 
01256 353727

Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com

Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook
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Saturday 15th February   10.00am – 4.00pm

Bramley Room, Bramley Village Hall
Bramley Parish Council is holding an open day to 
discuss Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s 
Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability 
Assessment (SHELAA) and what it could mean  
for Bramley. 

The map on page 10 illustrates sites put forward for 
potential development. 

Contact the Parish Clerk for more information:

Phone: 07810 692486  
Email: parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk

LIFESTYLE
A huge Thank You from Versus Arthritis
I have been overwhelmed by the 
support given to me before and since I 
had my head shaved at the beginning 
of December to raise awareness of 
the new name of Versus Arthritis.  
Donations to the Bramley branch total 
over £1100 so far, and there have been 
many conversations about the charity. 
I hope you will remember Versus 
Arthritis, a major force in the fight 
against the pain of arthritis suffered by 
so many of us.

Although my hair is growing back, I 
shall continue to fund-raise for Versus 
Arthritis. The Bramley branch is very 
small, but we try to make a difference, 
and we are always glad of any support 
– do contact me if you have any fund-
raising ideas.

It is still possible to donate to the head 
shave event through my JustGiving 
page, which I shall close at the end of 
February  

https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/catrina-for-versus-
arthritis-in-bramley

or directly to me. If you would like 
to make a donation to VERSUS 
ARTHRITIS (at any time!), I would 
be very happy to receive it for the 
Bramley Branch. I can provide Gift Aid 
forms, which increase any qualifying 
donation by 25% at no extra cost to the 
donor.  To do this, email me at 1catrina.
stockwell@gmail.com.

Catrina Stockwell

BRAMLEY WI
The members of Bramley WI enjoyed 
a festive singsong with Generations at 
their Christmas party in December. 
Generations sang on their own for 
a while and then we all joined in 
with carols etc. Afterwards we had 
a light buffet and mulled wine. Our 
grateful thanks to all the members 
of Generations for making it such an 
enjoyable evening.

In January, instead of an evening 
session, we decided to have a lunch of 
soup with a roll, followed by crumble 
for dessert.  Adam Steele, PCSO for 
Bramley, came to lunch and after he 
had introduced himself he sat at all the 
tables and spoke to the members about 
his role in the village and answered 
any questions.  We all appreciated 
him coming to speak to us in a relaxed 
atmosphere.

We have started walking again during 
the day and are choosing places where 
it is not too wet and then having lunch 
afterwards. The beading group is 
starting again after the Christmas break.

The new programme is out now which 
includes:

• a candle workshop in February

• a fashion show in March (more 
details on page 16)

• two hands-on evenings where we 
will make things

• guest speakers, including one talking 
about women in the First World War

• Basingstoke Morris dancers

• various other activities including 
theatre trips, gardens and, hopefully, 
a trip to London.

If you are interested in coming along to 
our WI we would love to see you. Please 
contact Pat Cole on 881715

Jane Matthews
Open Day – Possible Site Development in Bramley
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Official Opening of the Bramley Village 
Hall Extension – 18 February, 2020 
The works at the Village Hall were completed by the 
main contractor in mid-December, within the  timescale 
and budget agreed with our principal grant providers, 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and Hampshire 
County Council. Some sub-contractors returned in early 
January to complete work in the Committee Room to install 
new noise-reducing sliding doors into the main hall and a 
new floor in the adjacent kitchen. The new external lighting 
is working well and we have a new alarm system and CCTV 
to enhance the security of the premises. The new meeting 
room has been named The Frith Room in recognition of the 
woodland behind the Village Hall, a well-known feature in 
the village and enjoyed by many residents. 

So far, feedback from users has been very positive; the new 
external fascia, the new signage and the new entrance lobby 
have generated some good comments and most people 
think these additions have made the Hall more spacious 
and welcoming. Meanwhile we are pressing on with plans 
for work in the car park. To meet planning permission 
requirements, we will have to install a new Sustainable 
Drainage System (SuDS) to manage the run-off from the 
resurfaced car park and that is currently being costed. Once 
we have planning permission, work can proceed to a tender 
process, but I suspect that this project may not be completed 
until the summer.

The official opening of the new extension will take place 
on Tuesday 18 February at 1030am and I am pleased to 
announce that the Worshipful Mayor of Basingstoke and 

Deane, Cllr Diane Taylor, has kindly agreed to conduct the 
official opening. We will be inviting our County and Borough 
Councillors along with our Parish Councillors, our architects 
and contractors and you! The users of the Village Hall will 
be very welcome to attend, meet the Mayor and join us for 
refreshments. I look forward to seeing you there.

Gareth Jones

Chairman, Bramley Village Hall Trustees

OUR COMMUNITY
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Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust is 
looking for Volunteers in your Community

Could you be a ‘Befriender’? 

What will I be doing?
As a Volunteer Befriender your role 
will be to provide social companionship 
to patients who have a chronic or life 
limiting illness and who are isolated or 
lonely. Visiting patients in their own 
homes,  you will help them to feel more 
supported and help to improve their 
emotional well-being and confidence. 

How much time do  
I need to commit?
Just two hours a week, or less, can 
make a real difference to a patient 
living in your local community.

What support will I be given?
All relevant training will be given, as 
well as regular and on-going support 
and supervision.

 
Interested? 
For further information contact 
Caroline Nash, Befriending Manager 
on: 01264 835293 

Email: Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk 

Interested volunteers will be invited 
to an informal interview and the role 
is subject to references, simple health 
checks and DBS clearance. 

Closure of St Stephen’s 
Church, Little London  
Over the last 15-20 years, the church of 
St Stephen in Little London has been 
slowly declining, sad to say.  Arthur and 
Joyce Rawlinson, when they moved to 
the village in 2006, saw that the place 
needed some TLC and did a wonderful 
job of renewing its furnishings and 
restoring it as a place for local people to 
worship.  The Rawlinsons also helped 
to make the annual Carol Service a 
special institution, and a good many 
people from the village who didn’t 
attend the monthly services regularly 
did come along to that.

The building was constructed in the 
late 19th Century by a local landowner 
so as to provide a local place of 
worship, and over the years it has 
been passed on from one ecclesiastical 
parish to another: Monk Sherborne, 
Pamber Priory, Sherborne St John, 
and for the last thirty or more years, 
Bramley.  Since the early 1990s, there 
have only been one or two services a 
month there, usually an early morning 
service of Holy Communion.  

The building itself has become 
increasingly decrepit over the 

years.  There is no running water, 
so no toilets; the heating system is 
inadequate; there is serious evidence of 
damp in the north wall; and the floors 
and the roof are in need of extensive 
repair.  If more people were coming 
along regularly to services, then it 
might have been worthwhile making 
the required investment to put these 
things right, but the fact is that normal 
attendance nowadays has mostly been 
in single figures, with the exception of 
the annual Carol Service.  

A meeting of the church congregation 
in the autumn reached the conclusion, 
with some sadness, that the building 
itself was no longer fit for purpose, and 
that the monthly 8am Communion 
service should be transferred to 
Bramley with effect from January 2020.  

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
will be holding an open meeting at St 
Stephen’s Hall, down the road from 
the church, at 8.00 pm on Wednesday 
12th February in order to discuss its 
plans for the church building and to 
hear residents’ observations.  All Little 
London residents are welcome to attend.

John Lenton

Sherdon House, Reading Road, Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ • 01256 882200

www.simmonsandsons.com

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

LITTLE LONDON
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Bramley & Romans Floral Society
On Thursday 7 November we had a demonstration by Mrs 
Jennifer Thompson entitled “Up the Garden Path”. Her 
arrangements were all things we could come across whilst 
walking up a garden path. She started with a hanging basket 
with pink bell like flowers and purple clematis. Next came 
a parallel design, which could be a fence, with pink stocks 
and purple aliums, followed by a waterfall of snap dragons, 
dried bullrushes and gypsophila.  After our break for 
homemade cake and coffee/tea we  went on to a woodland 
of willow with pink miniature roses, fern, ivy, pittosporum, 
crocosmia and orange-coloured roses. Jennifer’s fifth 
demonstration was a Greek design using fatsia and light 
green chrysanthemums. Her last arrangement was a 
garden gate with pink miniature roses. Throughout her 
demonstration she explained what she was using and why 
and interspersed this with interesting and amusing stories. 
It was a really entertaining afternoon.

On Saturday 16 November we 
held our Christmas workshop 
at Cross house and Liz Pelley 
was our demonstrator-
cum-tutor for the day.The 
morning arrangement was 
a tall table decoration and 
in the afternoon we made a 
heart-shaped hanging plaque. 

We had a wonderful surprise 
ending to the day! The 
demonstrator`s husband  
arrived with his bagpipes and 
played for us.

Our December meeting 
was a lunch followed by a 

LIFESTYLE

demonstration by 
Carol Stable for 
90 members and 
friends. Carol’s 
demonstration was 
called ‘Christmas 
with a difference’ 
and we had a ‘Cold 
and frosty morning’ 
a ‘Turkey stewpot’, 
a ‘Contemporary 
topiary Christmas tree’, ‘Let it snow’ and finally a ‘Peacock’.

We meet on the 1st 
Thursday of the 
month at Sherfield on 
Loddon Village hall at 
1.30pm

Everyone is welcome. 
Please contact Eileen 
on 01256 881125

From the Bramley Magazine 1987 
On Saturday 19 September the Bramley and Little London 
Flower Show was put on in the Village Hall. This was the first 
flower show to be held in the village for many years and was 
the result of hard work and enthusiasm on the part of Mrs Pat 
Jones, Mrs Phyl Davies and Mrs Joyce Cobbing (later Clift).
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Street Names
Have you ever wondered how streets 
get their names?  This is especially 
important in Bramley, where new streets 
come into existence all the time.  Here 
is my attempt at explaining some of the 
names in Bramley.

Starting at the beginning, the two oldest 
streets are easy to deal with.  ‘The Street’ 
must have been the first attempt.  The 
residents probably were not feeling very 
creative that day, I suspect.  Sherfield 
Road didn’t take long to think up: it’s the 
road that goes to Sherfield. 

I have lived in Bramley for 30 years 
now, so I have seen a lot of the new 
developments.  My house is on the 
corner of Pigeons Close.  Grammatical 
pedants among you, this does not need 
an apostrophe because the road is 
named after the Three Pigeons pub so 
it’s a plural.  Sadly, the pub is no longer 
in existence.  It’s now a house that sits in 
the middle of Bramley Green.

The roads around Kirby Drive are 
interesting.  Garside Close, Walsh Road, 
Beckett Gardens and Hills Way along 
with Kirby Drive all commemorate 
servicemen who served in the Royal 
Army Ordnance Corps and died on 
bomb disposal duties while based at 
CAD Bramley between 1945 and 1981.  
The Honour Board that lists them comes 
from the St Barbara’s Chapel within 
the camp.  The board was removed and 
reinstalled in the bell chamber of St 
James Church around 1981.  

Jibbs Meadow commemorates two 
people called Jibb.  Joseph ‘Footsore’ 
Jibb lived in Bramley in the late 19th 
century and began a campaign in 1893 
to open a station in Bramley.  The 
railway passed through but there were 
only facilities for goods, not passengers 
at that time.  The station was originally 

called ‘Bramley for Silchester’: part of 
Mr Jibb’s campaign made a point about 
visitors to the Roman remains being 
able to use the station.  The Jibbs lived 
in the house opposite what is now the 
One Stop store.  In those days there were 
not many houses in that area and the 
meadow surrounding it was probably 
known by locals as Jibbs Meadow.  
Because it was the meadow of the Jibbs, 
maybe the road sign should have an 
apostrophe?  But I digress.  The station 
was opened on the 1st May 1895.  The 
Hants and Berks Gazette noted this: 
‘No brighter morning has dawned upon 
Bramley for many years than the first 
of the present month, with the sound of 
the bell from the signal cabin heralding 
the approach of the 8.47 train.  At five 
am a peal from St James’s tower gave 
the signal to the village blacksmith who 
woke the villagers with the sound of 
his anvil to a day long looked for which 
had come at last’.  You will notice that 
this was precisely 125 years ago.  We 
celebrated the centenary of the station in 
1995, and I think we should possibly do 
something similar this year.

Joseph Jibb’s granddaughter Mollie 
was the last Jibb to live in the house.  
She was a well- known and loved figure 
in Bramley, always taking pictures of 
everyday life.  I wonder where that 
archive is?

Finally, a tale from Bolton, where the 
former Mayor, Guy Harkin, opposed a 
housing development.  All legal attempts 
failed, so he proposed to name the 
streets after historical figures: Hitler 
and Goering were two of the names.   
Unfortunately, he lost that battle as well, 
but an idea for our council perhaps?  

Michael Luck

LIFESTYLE

Struggling with an injury 
or persistent pain?  
Sport, occupational 
and lifestyle injury 
management 
specialists

Physiotherapy  Injury Assessment and Rehabilitation  Acupuncture  Sports Massage
Shockwave Therapy  Sports Therapy  Pre & Post Natal Physiotherapy

www.square-one.uk.com   Odiham | Hannington   01256 541515

Lunch Club 
In December, 
after tea and 
coffee, Christmas 
quizzes were 
handed around.

The results were about average, 
nobody particularly excelled  
this time! 

At about 12.30pm we sat around 
nicely decorated tables, pulled 
our crackers, donned our paper 
hats and laughed and groaned 
at the usual jokes. Lunch started 
with melon, followed by turkey 
with all the trimmings, then for 
dessert, we enjoyed Christmas 
pudding, mince pies and cream. 
Our grateful thanks go to Judy 
and her team for a delicious meal. 
Christmas cards and Secret Santa 
presents were distributed, Happy 
Christmas wishes exchanged, and 
a happy and well fed group made 
their way home.

WELCOME TO 2020

The usual tea and coffee were 
served on arrival, then we all 
tried a word search and a missing 
vowels word game (which most of 
us found very difficult!!!). We then 
had time for a general quiz before 
lunch was served. This month we 
enjoyed a beef and bean casserole 
with plenty of green vegetables and 
jacket potatoes, followed by cherry 
or apple pie and custard. We were 
very pleased to welcome Yvey and 
Paul, who have been in the village 
for about a year. 

We are always happy to welcome 
new people to join us on the second 
Thursday of each month at Cross 
House. If you would like to come, 
please contact Christine on 884065.

Freda Clark

Do you recognise 
any of these names 
mentioned in 
past copies of the 
Magazine? 
In July 1928 Major Campbell left for 
Gibraltar.  His going was a great loss 
to the camp and village

On 12 April 1979 Charles Osler was 
presented with Maundy money by the 
Queen at Winchester Cathedral
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INFORMATION
The Highway Code
Having witnessed some pretty bad parking and driving during 
his work with the Bramley Speedwatch team, Paul Holland 
suggested that we include some of the Highway Code rules in 
the magazine. Here are a few to get us started. Are there any 
more you think we need to be reminded about?

Driving speeds - Rule 125
The speed limit is the absolute maximum and does not mean 
it is safe to drive at that speed irrespective of conditions. 
Driving at speeds too fast for the road and traffic conditions is 
dangerous. You should always reduce your speed when:

• the road layout or condition presents hazards, such as bends
• sharing the road with pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders, 

particularly children, and motorcyclists
• weather conditions make it safer to do so
• driving at night as it is more difficult to see other road users. 

Country roads - Rule 154
Take extra care on country roads and reduce your speed at 
approaches to bends, which can be sharper than they appear, 
and at junctions and turnings, which may be partially hidden. 
Be prepared for pedestrians, horse riders, cyclists, slow-moving 
farm vehicles or mud on the road surface. Make sure you can 
stop within the distance you can see to be clear. You should 
also reduce your speed where country roads enter villages.

Single-track roads - Rule 155
These are only wide enough for one vehicle. They may have 
special passing places. If you see a vehicle coming towards 
you, or the driver behind wants to overtake, pull into a passing 
place on your left, or wait opposite a passing place on your 

right. Give way to road users coming uphill whenever you can. 
If necessary, reverse until you reach a passing place to let the 
other vehicle pass. 

Parking - Rule 243
DO NOT stop or park:

• near a school entrance
• anywhere you would prevent access for Emergency Services
• at or near a bus or tram stop or taxi rank
• on the approach to a level crossing/tramway crossing
• opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except 

in an authorised parking space
• near the brow of a hill or hump bridge
• opposite a traffic island or (if this would cause an 

obstruction) another parked vehicle
• where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users 

and powered mobility vehicles
• in front of an entrance to a property
• on a bend
• where you would obstruct cyclists’ use of cycle facilities 

except when forced to do so by stationary traffic.

Stationary vehicles - Rule 123
You MUST NOT leave a parked vehicle unattended with the 
engine running or leave a vehicle engine running unnecessarily 
while that vehicle is stationary on a public road. Generally, if 
the vehicle is stationary and is likely to remain so for more than 
a couple of minutes, you should apply the parking brake and 
switch off the engine to reduce emissions and noise pollution. 
However, it is permissible to leave the engine running if the 
vehicle is stationary in traffic or for diagnosing faults.
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We have 41 years experience and can offer the following services at a competitive price:
• Boiler Upgrades
• Plumbing Services – including bathroom installations
• Heating Systems
• Fault Finding
• Power Flushing
• Kitchen Installations
• Extensions & Alterations

From changing a tap washer to extending your house no job is too big or too small
No call out charge
Please contact us on:
07774 140325 Phil Leaver
07879 553210 Dan Leaver

PLUMBING HEATING  
& BUILDING SERVICES
Oil, Solid Fuel, Natural Gas & LPG installations
Gas Safe Registration No 74691
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Cryptic Crossword No: 34
See page 31 for the answers.

Across

1 Arrange to send shed away thus finding a start to abstinence. 
(3,9)

7 An event ideal for discovering dusk perhaps. (8)
8 Comparatively lighter ? (6)
10 Vapourised storage ? (5)
13 Is wash can many cutters ? (9)
14 Pals surround middle of lemon and create trees. (5)
15 Is this dance a South African business qualification. (5)
16 I rein at mixture but lack movement. (7)
17 Detach a leg perhaps ? (5)
19 Beefed results oddly for ales. (5)
21 A city area not really made up of ceramic materials. (9)
22 Mistake to make a boo boo alternatively. (5)
25 Ambassador mixes union around 100. (6)
26 Barn loam isn't usual. (8)
27 Tory fee sounded intention point to custodies. (12)

Down

1 Smith's tool or theatre. (5)

2 Follower within Golden Hind under the quarterdeck. (5)
3 Do end chore ad infinitum for figure. (12)
4 A big lead son becomes identifiable. (11)
5 The sun passing over this part of a ship could be called happy 

hour. (7)
6 Use spare tress for intruder. (10)
9 In Anita and Mabel, an easy upkeep can be found. (12)
10 Head with composer swapping I for love for coffee. (10)
11 Recoil within to find lubricant. (3)
12 Design a tricorne oddly for selection. (11)
18 Greek character mounted in charge for use of paranormal 

phenomena. (7)
20 Organ sounds near. (3)
23 A successful TV show will get at least one of these. (5)
24 Gems or loving friends. (5)

CodeWord No: 21
See page 31 for the answers.

Each number represents a unique letter from the alphabet and 
all 26 letters are used. Two letters are given to make a start.

CROSSWORD/CODEWORD
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News from Butter Daisy
At Butter Daisy Nursery we kicked off our 
Christmas activities by hosting a ‘Mince Pie 
Morning’ for parents to munch on before work! 
We then dressed up in our favourite fancy dress 
costumes and enjoyed a day full of music and 
movement. We also had a special visit from Debutots who 
did a Christmas themed session! Debutots is an early years 
drama class that uses a combination of interactive storytelling, 
original drama games and focused creative play. 

Next, everyone came in their party outfits and enjoyed dancing 
at our Butter Daisy Disco and joining in with party games 
before sitting down to a tea party. The children particularly 
enjoyed the ‘pin the carrot on the snowman’ game and playing 
with bubbles and balloons! 

We also sat down to a delicious Christmas feast as Kayanne, 
our Nursery Chef, got us into the festive spirit by cooking her 
finest dinner for all the children and team to eat together! 
We pulled crackers, told jokes and wore our party hats. The 
children made their own party hats too which they proudly 
wore at the table. 

Christmas Jumper Day was very exciting too as the children 
could not wait to show off their jumpers to each other!  They 
then went on to perform a mini carol concert, singing seasonal 
songs and traditional Christmas carols whilst using musical 
instruments. They sat beautifully afterwards to listen to me 
read some Christmas stories. 

Finally, we began our countdown to Christmas!! We wore our 
pyjamas and enjoyed a relaxing day of Christmas activities. We 
also had an extra special treat of a Christmas movie and hot 
chocolate with marshmallows!  

If you would like to visit Butter Daisy Nursery, please call Kelly 
our Nursery Manager on 01256 882515

Activ8 Youth Club
Hello everybody

We hope you had a lovely Christmas and New Year break!! 
Activ8 Youth Club will be up and running by the time you 
read this as we started back on 16 January. We have a lovely 
programme of events arranged up until the Easter holidays, 
which will be displayed on our Facebook page and will also 
be available to view at the youth clubs.

If there are any newbies out there who would like to 
come and see what we are about then please turn up on 
Thursdays. The younger club is year 3 to year 6 and is from 
4pm to 5.30pm. The older group is year 7 to year 9 and is 
from 5.30pm until 7pm. Entry fee is only £2.00 and we have 
an amazing tuck shop where you can purchase snacks and 
sweets. Hope to see you all soon. 

Colette

OUR COMMUNITY / LIFESTYLE
Little Apples
Hello from everyone at Little Apples. 

This half term at Little Apples we are 
welcoming several new families and 
we hope that the children settle in well. 
Our theme for this half term will be winter and keeping 
warm. We are exploring the properties of water, ice and 
(maybe!) snow. We are also playing lots of card games and 
board games with the children in our small-group activities. 
These teach lots of important skills, including following 
instructions and taking turns.

Chinese New Year will be celebrated around the world on 
25 January and it is the Year of the Rat. The children will 
be making animal masks and Chinese lanterns to celebrate 
from the beginning of February and learning the simple 
version of the Chinese New Year story - Buddha (or the Jade 
Emperor) invited all of the animals to join him for a New 
Year celebration, but only 12 animals turned up. To reward 
the animals that did come, Buddha named a year after each 
of them in the order that they arrived, starting with the Rat, 
followed by the Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat 
(or Sheep), Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig.

The children will also be trying some Chinese food in our Little 
Apples Restaurant before moving on to think about people who 
are important to us at Valentine’s Day. We will also be thinking 
about healthy eating and trying different vegetables and dips 
and making healthy pizzas to share with our loved ones.

Little Apples takes all children from the age of two and 
accepts two-year-old 15 hours and 30 hours EYE grant 
funding for any of our sessions. It is never too early to 
register your child, so please don’t hesitate to contact Jo on 
07598 588460 or manager@littleapples.org if you would like 
to have a visit or a chat. 

Knitting Group
In November, 12 of us met at Dusty’s and 
our knitting was accompanied by some lively 
discussion. Afterwards we enjoyed mince 
pies and sausage rolls.   As we have sufficient 
funds to send several parcels, it was agreed 
to use the meeting’s collection to sponsor Catrina 
Stockwell who has had her head shaved for Versus 
Arthritis.

We are running short of wool and any contributions of 
“Double Knitting” would be gratefully received.

Happy New Year

Judith Harris and the gang
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Probus Hears Tales of a 
Roving Reporter
How would you react if a “live” radio 
microphone was thrust in your face 
needing a response to some world 
events or home grown problem 
currently in the public domain?

Who are these people seeking 
opinions from the public and who 
broadcast replies to regional, national 
and world wide audiences?  Many 
inquisitors become well known, 
especially if they are on TV, whereas 
radio reporters, having no visible 
presence, have a lower profile.  One 
such was Alan Jones who was the 
latest speaker at the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke.

Alan chose to become a reporter in 
his late thirties and after completing 
a specialised training course in 
journalism he discovered he had a 
“face for radio”.  Always working as 
a freelance journalist for the BBC, 
his new career endured more than 
twenty years. During this time he 

provided over 25,000 reports for 
many national radio programmes and 
for BBC Radio Solent. He worked as 
a reporter, producer and presenter 
but carved out a niche of his own as a 
roving reporter travelling across the 
south and central southern England. 
He had a specially adapted mobile 
studio which was sometimes thought 
to be a TV Licence detector as it had 
several aerials, one of which could be 
extended to over 30 feet high.

During his entertaining talk Alan 
took his audience on a journey of 
adventure, mishap and fun, proving 

that “if something can go wrong, it 
probably will, especially if you are 
holding a live microphone”. We were 
introduced to a nervous Bishop at the 
top of the partially built Portsmouth 
Cathedral, uncovered the naked truth 
of nudity in Alton, wrestled with 
snakes on the Isle of Wight, boarded 
warships at sea, and heard about a 
lunatic Frenchman who wanted to 
be in the Guinness Book of Records 
for using a drum kit at altitude in an 
old Dakota. Alan had to use a high 
wire “tight rope” while interviewing 
an artiste of the Moscow State Circus 
and he walked with Royalty when HM 
The Queen opened the finally built 
Portsmouth Cathedral. 

For more information about the 
Probus Club of Basingstoke see www.
probusbasingstoke.club or phone 
their Secretary Jonathan Ratcliff on 
07501 271547 for an informal chat.

Paul Flint

LIFESTYLE
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We are all familiar 
with Clift Meadow 
and the Clift 

Surgery but how much do  
you know about the family 
behind the name? John 
Stubbs tells us more in  
The Clifts of Bramley 

Bramley has seen nine generations 
of the Clift family.  Most of them 
were named William, sometimes 
confusingly for us, possibly less so for 
them, I suppose.  The first, John Clift, 
came to the village in 1673: after that 
successive Williams, interspersed by a 
Daniel and a Joseph, took on just about 
every one of the local farms at one 
time or another, as overseer, manager, 
tenant or owner, passing from one to 
another as opportunities came and 
went. Throughout this period of more 
than 300 years they worked the land, 
learned and passed on the lore, and 
took a great interest in village life and 
how they could contribute.  

The stalwart above is William Clift, 
the fifth in Bramley, born 1828. 
Luckily, he was prevailed upon to 
write of his experiences, his book 

The Reminiscences of William Clift, 
of Bramley  was produced in 1908.  
A short text, it has a remarkable 
immediacy and authority, speaking just 
of what he knew and of that which he 
valued. Not a mention of world events 
or politics - it was entirely parochial, 
and all the better for it.  One of ten 
siblings, he and his family lived at 
Holly Cross Farm. From the age of 
eight, he paid eight pence per week 
at The Duke of Wellington’s tenants’ 
school, where his singing was much 
commended: later he claimed a record 
of seventy years in the church choir. 
But he was of course to be a farmer, 
and his book recounts the ways in 
which the households were run, the 
crops managed and the livestock cared 
for. Not nostalgic, nor critical of the 
conditions prevailing, though in many 
respects it’s hard for us to imagine the 
rigours of his lifetime. 

Autumn, for instance, brought a weekly 
trip to the corn market in Reading. This 
would start with loading the waggon 
on the Friday, setting out at midnight, 
to get there by six on the Saturday 
morning and then feeding and washing 

down the horses. Make 
the sale of the grain, 
deliver to the granary: 
all being well, home by 
that evening.  Quite a 
competitive event in 
all, four horses to the 
waggon, each with a set 
of carefully tuned bells 
and plaited tail, working 
the heavy wooden 
wheels through the 
thick mire of the farm 
tracks.  Spring might 
bring a bean-feast: 
that, though, wasn’t 
how we’d nowadays 
picture one. After a day’s 
backbreaking toil in the 
cold fields, hand sowing 
beans one by one to a 
strict, regular pattern, 
dinner might include 
a plum pudding; that 
would be the feast to 
celebrate, while the 3 
or 4 pence per gallon of 
seeds sown was paid out.

The photograph on the 
right shows William 
Clift, born 1909, and 
below, his brother 
John, born 1912, both 

grandsons of the William born 1828. 
Again, they and their father were 
farming in Bramley, over the years 
taking active interest in the church, the 

parish council and many village events, 
one way or another. 

Of the two, John was probably the 
cheerier, hands-on farmer – often seen 
driving a tractor, sometimes riding 
on the harrow, smoking his pipe.  As 
chair of the PC, he would parade in a 
bowler for Remembrance Day at the 
church. William was the quieter of the 
brothers; a little more reserved, though 
again always found around village 
events and he served the church as 
churchwarden, PCC secretary, organist 
and bell-ringer.

In 1972 the new village hall was 
completed on land that they freely gave 
to the village.  In 1986 the brothers 
drew up wills that would bequeath the 
land for Clift Surgery in Minchens Lane 
and the field along The Street, then 
known as Bells Meadow, later as Clift 
Meadow, as well as the Granary and 
substantial sums for administration at 
the discretion of the Parish Council.  
The wording of the wills specified that 
the bequests should benefit the life and 
community of the village of Bramley, 
where they had lived all their lives, and, 
characteristically, made no suggestions 
regarding how the enterprises should 
be named.  After William’s death in 
1988, John married Joyce Cobbing, 
a long-term friend, in what the then 
vicar described as the most romantic 
wedding he’d ever conducted – though 
they were to have only a little over a 
year until his death.

In due course, then, the village gained 
the present surgery, opened by John’s 
widow in July, 1992. The Clift Meadow 
Trust was set up to realise the brothers’ 
long-term ambition for a proper village 
recreational area.  It now covers all 
sorts of activities, but the specified 
benefits for the villagers have always 
been the guiding 
principle of the 
Trust’s work.  In 
this way the name 
of the Clift family 
is so rightly carried 
into the future of 
the village.  There 
have been many 
changes round 
here during and 
since their time, but 
their legacies, both 
those of land and 
in their influence 
on the character 
of the place, are 
permanent.

SPECIAL FEATURE
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Leading Hampshire law firms Phillips 
Solicitors and Brain Chase Coles 
Solicitors are pleased to announce that 
they merged on February 1st, 2020. 

The new practice is now known as 
Phillips Solicitors, incorporating Brain 
Chase Coles, creating a powerful regional 
law firm with true legal strength.

Based at our Town Gate offices in 
London Street, Basingstoke, we believe 
that combining forces is a positive move 
that will enable us to adopt best working 
practices to benefit our clients.

Our clients will be able to access a broad 
spectrum of legal expertise including 
commercial and residential property, 
corporate and commercial, litigation, 

family, wills and probate, 
estate planning, employment, 
insurance and education law.

Howard Gardener, who was among 
the founders of Phillips Solicitors, 
said: “There is a natural and positive 
cultural fit to both firms which is why 
the idea of a merger felt right, right 
from the start. Our practice will now 
include 33 lawyers working across the 
full range of practice areas. Importantly, 
the increased scale of the combined firm 
offers broader choices for our clients.”

Jon Coles, who was a partner of Brain 
Chase Coles, said: “As a combined firm, 
we will now offer even greater strength 
and depth in our services to clients. We 
are looking forward to continuing to 
work with our existing clients and getting 
to know our new colleagues as we enter 
this next exciting stage in the evolution 
of our firm.”

Law firms 
merge to 
strengthen 
position in 
market

INFORMATION

To find out more about Phillips Solicitors, incorporating 
Brain Chase Coles, please visit www.phillips-law.co.uk

Our homes are more than care homes. They’re family homes. 
Friendly homes. Homes that provide tailored care, beautiful 

environments and choice in every meal or activity.

Places that celebrate the little things that mean 
everything – morning, noon and night.

Visit us anytime for friendly advice and to look around.  
Helpful information is also available at www.barchester.com

Celebrating Life

Ashcombe House  
Basingstoke, RG21 8YU 

Tel: 01256 449 509

Marnel Lodge 
Hampshire, RG24 9UL 

Tel: 01256 449 511

Cherry Blossom Manor  
Hampshire, RG26 5GF 

Tel: 01256 441 653

St Thomas 
Basingstoke, RG21 5NW 

Tel: 01256 449 510

Residential  •  Nursing  •  Dementia  •  Respite
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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WHAT’S ON

Mondays

Badminton Village Hall

Boxercise Cross House

Petite Dance Village Hall

Hipp Pilates Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Stay Active As You Age Class – 
11am Brocas Hall

Cubs 6.30-8pm School Hall

Trail Runners 7.3opm Clift Meadow car park

Tuesdays
Parish Council Meetings  
3rd Tuesday of the month

Bramley Room, 
Village Hall 

Badminton Village Hall

Bell Ringing 8pm St James’s

Karate Primary School Hall

Petite Dance Village Hall

Slimming World Brocas Hall

Short Mat Bowls Village Hall

Tuesday Club St Stephen’s Hall

WG Pilates 9 – 10am Cross House

Pilates 9.30am Brocas Hall

0-5 Toddler Group 10.15 - 11.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Walking 4 Fitness & Friendship 
6.50 for 7pm (March-Sept) Clift Meadow car park

Yoga 7.00pm Beginners  
8.15pm Mixed Ability Village Hall

Hipp Pilates 7-9pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Table Tennis - 7pm St Stephen’s Hall, 
Little London

Wednesdays

1st Bramley Brownies Village Hall

Guides 7.30pm Village Hall

Rainbows Village Hall

Scouts Brocas Hall

WG Pilates  9.30-10.30am Cross House

Caterpillar Music 9.45am Village Hall

Bramley Tea and Coffee morning 
10-11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Trail Runners 7.30pm Clift Meadow car park

HIIT/Bootcamp 7.45-8.30 School Hall

Thursdays
Bramley & Romans Floral 
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall

Dance Club Primary School Hall

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday Cross House

Pilates St Stephen’s Hall

WI 2nd Thursday Village Hall

Yoga for Sleep and Stress  
1st Thursday Village Hall

Body Tone 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 5.45pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 6.30-7.30pm Cross House

Activ8 youth club 
Years 3,4,5 and 6: 4pm - 5.30pm
Years 7 8 and 9: 5.30pm - 7pm

Brocas Hall

Beavers 6.30pm - 7.30pm School Hall

Zumba 6.45pm Village Hall

Hipp Pilates 7-8pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Fridays

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am Cross House

Muddy Fingers 10:00 - 10:50am Brocas Hall

Pilates 11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hipp Pilates 1.30-2.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 3.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Beavers 6.30pm - 7.30pm School Hall

Saturdays

Good for Mums Hiit Fix Cross House

Ladies Boxercise Cross House

Petite Dance Village Hall

Sundays
See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley  
& St Stephen’s Little London
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WHAT’S ON
Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations

Organisation Name Tel No Email Remarks

Parish Council Maxta Thomas 07810 692486 www.bramleypc.co.uk 
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk Not for bookings

Clift Meadow Eileen Gulston 881125 e.e.gulston@gmail.com Bookings

Cross House Steve Day 07341 552732 crosshousebramley@gmail.com Bookings

Village Hall Catriona Hayward 07464 749997 Bookings@bvht.org.uk Bookings

School Hall Alison Tarrant 881339

Activ8 youth club Colette Bibby colette@bdyc.org.uk
Active Mums Post Natal 
Exercise Emma Perkins 07973 389407 emmatraining@hotmail.com 

www.emmaperkins.com
Badminton Jane Matthews 881647

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Jodie Saunders 881113 jodie@bramley-scouts.org.uk

Bell ringers Terry Cooper 881102
Bramley Out of School 
Club/Holiday Club Julie Belam 07711 339306 info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com  

www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com

Bramley United FC Mick Walsh 07802 912615/ 
01256 881241 michael.p.walsh@openreach.co.uk

Bramley Volunteer Drivers 07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook

Brownies Katie Slater and  
Jayne White 07545 319342 bramley.brownies@gmail.com Now Weds only

Caterpillar Music Jasmine McCarthy 07952 935021 jasmine.mccarthy@caterpillarmusic.com

Country Music Roy Seymour 07917 744780 No children please

Exercise classes Caroline Sherlock 07845 217901 caroline@this2thisfitness.co.uk

Floral Society Joyce Rawlinson 889040

Guides Ailsa Stockwell 07584 676931

Hatha Yoga Jacqui Morris 07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com
HiiTFix  
(Postnatal Exercise) Helen Hill 07766 554599 helen@goodformums.co.uk 

www.goodformums.co.uk 
Hipp Pilates Jo Kemp Williams 07557 412400 jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com

Ladies Boxercise Helen Hill  07766 554599 helen@ladiesboxercise.co.uk 
www.ladiesboxercise.co.uk

Little Apples Jo Whatley & Sian 
Davies 07598 588460 manager@littleapples.org

Lunch Club Chris Woodward 884065

Muddy Fingers Lauren Dotor Cespedes 07775 594463 info@muddyfingersgardenclub.co.uk

Naturally Yoga with Sam Samantha Webber 07713 349227 www.naturallyyoga.co.uk  
sam@naturalnook.co.uk

Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk

Petite Dance Louise Pain 07877 890673 misslouise.petite@outlook.com

Pilates Heather Lewis 07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com

Pilates Kelly James 07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com

Pilates (WG Pilates) Wendy Gill 07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk

Royal British Legion Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516

Short Mat Bowls John & Pauline Walker 881065

Slimming World Casey 07950 838937 ww.slimmingworld.co.uk

St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter 850394 doreen.quilter@btinternet.com Bookings

Thula Mama Rebecca Cooch 07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com

Trail Runners Richard Perkins richardperkins@yahoo.com

Walking 4 Fitness  
& Friendship Julie Wilson juliebelam12@gmail.com

See Facebook: 
Walking 4 Fitness  
& Friendship

WI Pat Cole 881715 gpcoles37@gmail.com

Yoga Mark Golding 07969 890722 goldingyoga@gmail.com  
goldingyoga.com

Zumba Gisella Soulsby 07704 918050 zumbagisella1@gmail.com

0-5s club Laura Lamb 07766 560918 lauraslamb@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

To advertise in the classified section and reach 
2000 homes in and around Bramley for as little  

as £2 per line. Contact: Keith Dilliway  
bram.mag.adverts@gmail.com

Traditional Plasterer (Dave): All aspects of plastering. 

Small works welcome 07958 670774 - 01256 364991

English teacher offering private literature and language 
tuition for KS3, GCSE, A-Level & IB. Telephone 07564 
827727

Used any advertisers?  
Don’t forget to tell them you saw their advert  
in the Bramley Magazine 

To advertise here email Keith on bram.mag.adverts@gmail.com
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Manufactured by SWS UK

Fully insulated
Custom made & British built
Free no obligation quotations 
Best Price Guarantee
Free 7 year motor warranty

Roller Garage Doors Centre

Roller Garage Doors Centre 
(Part of Access and Security Systems Ltd)

T. 01256 962660

Fitting Garage 
Doors since 1995

FREE 

7 YEAR 
MOTOR 
WARRANTY

www.rollergaragedoorscentre.co.uk

Across
1ASHWEDNESDAY
7EVENTIDE
8FAIRER
10CLOUD
13CHAINSAWS
14PALMS
15SAMBA
16INERTIA
17UNPEG
19BEERS
21CHINATOWN
22ERROR
25NUNCIO
26ABNORMAL
27CONFINEMENTS

Down
1ANVIL
2HINDU
3DODECAHEDRON
4DIAGNOSABLE
5YARDARM
6TRESPASSER
9MAINTAINABLE
10CAPPUCCINO
11OIL
12DESIGNATION
18PSIONIC
20EAR
23RERUN
24OPALS

Cryptic Crossword No: 34 Solution

CodeWord No: 21 Solution

Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers with information 
they may find useful and of interest. We take all reasonable steps to keep this 
information current and accurate, but errors can occur. The editor reserves 
the right to make changes to any contributions. Bramley Magazine is not 
responsible for and does not endorse any advertising, products, or opinions 
expressed in this publication and shall not be liable to any party as a result of 
information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be reproduced.
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